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Minister rocked 
by mercenaries’ 
revelations 


By Fran Abrams and 
Andrew Buncombe 
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THE Foreign Office minister Tony 
Lloyd was under increasing pressure 
last night as new revelations point- 
ed to an embarrassingly close rela- 
tionship between officials and 
mercenaries who ousted the regime 
in the African state of Sierra Leone 

Mr Uoyd was forced to admit that 
there were “points to correct*’ in in- 
formation he had given to a Com- 
mons select committee earlier this 
week, when he said he had only re- 
cently been told that a investigation 
into the matter had been launched. 
He admitted yesterday . that the mat- 
ter had been passed to him “for not- 
ing" but he foiled to notice it 

Mr Lloyd’s admission came as so- 
licitors acting for Sandline Interna- 
tional released a letter which claimed 
they had liaised very closely with se- 
nior British officials over their op- 
eration to help reinstate the ousted 
president of Sierra Leone, Ahmad 
Tfejan Kabbah. 

Sandline, which is headed by for- 
mer army officer Lt-Col Tim Spicer, 
is under investigation by Customs and 
Excise for alleged breaches of a Unit- 
ed Nations arms embargo, but has 
insisted it was acting with government 
approval 

The company released a “strict- 
ly private” letter, sent to Robin 
Cook on 24 April claiming the For- 
eign Secretary had breached its con- 
fidential nature when he referred to 
it in the Commons on 6 May. 

The Independent revealed earlier 


this week that Sandline had a series 
of meetings with Foreign Office of- 
ficials just weeks before it arranged, 
a shipment of arms to Sierra Leone, 
to help President Kabbah, who was 
ousted last May in a coup led by 
Johnny Paul Koroma. It was also re- 
vealed last week that officers from 
HM Customs and Excise had 
launched an investigation into 
whether the shipment had broken 
UN and EU embargoes, and the pos- 
sible role of British officials 


Inside 


How mercenaries met 
Foreign Office ■ 
officials, page 2 
Leading article, page 16 


The letter claims that San dime 
met with np to four named officials 
from the Foreign Office. It also 

daims that it carried out similar brief- 
ings with US officials as well as se- 
nior military officers, in west Africa. 
Sandline said it had been recom- 
mended to President Kabbah by his 
friend Ffeterftezxfold, the High Com- 
missioner to Sierra Leone. Mr Pen- 
fold is due to be questioned by 
Customs officers. - • 

While there is no evidence that 
ministers knew about Sandline's op- 
eration or of their contact with offi- 
cials, the affair is becoming 
increasingly embarrassing for the 
Government - suggesting as it does, 
a failure of communication within die 
Foreign Office. Mr Lloyd told a Com- 


mons select committee on Tbesday 
that he did not know of a Customs 
investigation into the shipping of 
arms to Mr Kabbah’s soldiers until 
last Friday. Mr Cook told the Com- 
mons the following day that Mr Lloyd 
had been given the information “for 
noting” two weeks earlier. 

Although there is no suggestion 
that Mr Lloyd deliberately misled the 
committee, Tory MPs said last night 
that be had failed to apologise and 
would have to go. The most likely ex- 
planation was that his officials failed 
to draw the matter to his attention and 
he did notread his briefs property. 

David Wilshire ; one of the MPs 
whose question about the Sandline 
affair floored Mr Lloyd when he ap- 
peared before the committee, has 
fonnalfy asked fix - him to be recalled. 
He said yesterday’s statement was “a 
pathetic little apology" and was not 
good enough, 

“Someone’s going to have to be 
the fell gay and resign,” he said. 

In a tetter to Dondjd Anderson, 
chairman of the committee, Mr 
Lloyd said he had nothing to add to 
what the Foreign Secretary had said 
“When 2 returned to the office and 
checked all the papers 1 discovered 
that there were, indeed, points to cor- 
rect. I discussed these with Robin 
Cook and particularly asked him to 
set die record straight,” he said. 

The Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman said Mr Blair had every 
confidence in Mr Lloyd. Senior 
aides at the Foreign Office also 
maintained that he would not be 
forced to resign. 



Hot water: *The Burning Man’ towers over 75 brave souls in the Devffs Pulpit who opted to wade the 
river gorge in a performance of The Secret Sign* by the Glasgow-based nva Photograph; Peter Maccfiarmid 


Doctor on 
the run 
after nurse 
shot dead 


By Jason Bennetfeo 

Crime Correspondent 


A NATION-WIDE hunt was under 
way last night for a doctor, described 
as armed and dangerous, who went 
on the run after his girlfriend was shot 
in a pub car-park. 

Thomas Shanks, 47, is wanted for 
questioning about the killing of Vicky 
Fletcher, a nurse, who was attacked 
in Castieford, West Yorkshire, on 
Thursday by a gu nman . The anaes- 
thetist - who was awarded a medal 
for an act of heroism while with the 
SAS during the 1970s guerrilla war in 
Yemen, according to a former mem- 
ber of the unit - worked at the same 
hospital as Ms Fletcher, who was 21, 
and with whom he was described as 
having a fiery relationship. 

Police closed a school where Dr 
Shanks's ex-wife, Julie, works, and 
took she and her daughter into po- 
lice protection. Dr Shanks phoned his 
former wife on Thursday. He and Ms 
Fletcher worked at Pontefract Gen- 
eral Infirmary, where the nurse died 
of wounds to her back, arms and legs 
early yesterday. 

She was with friends in Castlefidds 
pub before the attack. Stephen 
Thackray, manager, said she saw the 
gunman’s face at the window and 
went out to see him. 

“Shots were firing everywhere ... 
the firing went on, then we saw the 
man casually walk back to his car, get 
into it and calmly drive away. We .. . 
just tried to stop the bleeding; there 
was nothing else we could do but wait 
for the ambulance." 

Ms Fletcher, frying to flee, scaled 
metal railings and was heading back 
to the pub entrance when the man 
fired a second burst, leaving her dy- 
ing on the ground. There were reports 
of a row at a pub in which the doc- 
tor may have been involved the night 
before the shooting. 

Quiet drink, page 5 



Lawrence murder corruption claim 


^’Stephen Lawrence: Tip-offis 

'about killers were ignored 


By Kathy Maria 

THE investigation into the 
murder of black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence was ob- 
structed by links between a 
Metropolitan Police officer and 
a notorious south London crim- 
inal whose son was a suspect, 
it was alleged yesterday. 

Michael Mansfield QC, 
counsel for the Lawrence fern- 
fly, told the public inquiry into 
Stephen’s death that this was 
the inference to be drawn from 
the failure by detectives to act 
on early tip-offs about the iden- 
tity of the killers. 

The inquiry was abruptly ad- 
journed yesterday to permit 
the highest-ranking officers in 
the case to consult their 


lawyers, after Mr Mansfield 
indicated that he planned to 
raise the possibility of a con- 
spiracy among them to subvert 
the murder investigation. It- 
wfll not now sit again until 
Wednesday. 

The allegations of corruption 
came during questioning of De- 
tective Sergeant Christopher 
Crowley, who discredited vital 
identification evidence, leading 
to the collapse erf a private pros- 
ecution brought by Stephen’s 
parents, Neville and Doreen. 

They revolve around Clifford 
Norris, father of David Norris, 
one of five youths charged with 
killing Stephen. The inquiry 
has heard that Norris was a dan- 


to buy off witnesses and jurors 


and, according to rumour, po- 
lice officers. 

David Norris was one name 
repeatedly mentioned by police 
informants soon after Stephen 
was stabbed to death in Ehham, 
south London, by a white gang 
in 1993. Others included Neil 
and Jamie Acourt, whose three 
imries, from a family called 
Stewart, were criminal associ- 
ates of Gifford Norris. Despite 
the dehige of tips received by 
detectives, no arrests were 
made for two weeks. 

Mr Mansfield said he was 
not suggesting that DS Crow- 
ley himself had connections to 
the Norris fomity. “What we do 
infer from the circumstances of 
this case, given the way m 
which the intelligence was not 


used in the earty days, is that an 
officer, somewhere, must have 
known the Norrises," he said. 

“The Norris family is capa- 
ble of corruption, and that is be- 
yond dispute. There must have 
been a connection with a police 
officer. It is not known which, 
since very few files, including 
this officer’s, have been made 
available. 

“The feet is that this was one 
of the best-known names, and 
it was not researched in the ear- 
ly days. And from the Norris 
family to the Stewarts to the 
Acourts, there would have been 
a very strong inclination to 
protea the Acourts.” 

DS Crowley, who escorted 
the mam prosecution witness to 
an identification parade bat was 


Beatles win historic ban on bootleg CD 


Lister 
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rr&AS the “crummiest" rec- 
-g ffcgk -ufrrtn be associated with 
“'nKleatles. It brought the 
George Harrison info 
f£y - 1 conrtroom in high dudgeon. 
* -*And ^ resulted yesterday in a 

andmark victory for musidaiis. 
The former Beatles have 
’^TOh xfaeir High Court case to 
I; iop a CD produced from a 36- 
^ the hand beiiw 


reteased. \ 

■; ,iShfi judge paid particular 

; ; rij&ttr i<r George - Harrison, 
^vhofrad told the court tha^tte 
Recording was the “crummi- 


est” ever made in the group’s 
name and then went on to rem- 
inisce about the earliest days of 
the world's most famous group. 

Harrison’s evidence in the 
ran* transcended the legal bat- 
tle and wiH bea delight for Bea- 
tles historians. The 54-year-old, 
ynaking a rare appearance and 
rinnnmg wading spectacles to 
pore over documents, was also 
unusually forthcoming about 
■ thegroup’s eazty days, deserib- 
' ing the seedy.drunken scenes 
in the Haxribmg. club where they 
were than performing, and even 
digressing to talk about his 
.teenage days with John Lenuon- 
' YesaeidajvMr Justice Neu- 



Harrisons Tape was the 
‘crummiest* reconffiig ever 

bexger gave a short ruling after ' 
a settlement of the four-day 
hearing. Ungasong Music Ltd, 
which had claimed it bad the 


John Lennon gave his permis- 
sion in 1962 at the Star Club in 
Hamburg agreed to abide by an 
injunction stopping the sales and 
to hand over the original tape. 

The judge said he accepted 
all the arguments put forward 
for the members of the Beatles 
“with particular reference to the 
evidence of George Harrison”. 

The group, then at the be- 
ginning of their janrej:. haying " 
signed with EMI Records, and 


Do”, were fulfilling an old coh- 
trari to peiftsm at the notorious 
dob. They shared the bill that 
night in December with King 
Size Taylor and the Dominoes, 


whose leader, Edward Thylor, 
usedfeownreeLto^cdmactdne 

to record the bands on stage. 

“One drunken person rec- 
ording another bunch of dr unks 
does not constitute business 
deals,” Harrison toldthe judge. 
He added: “The only person, 
who. allegedly heard anything 
about it is the one person who 
-is dead, who can't ... say it's a 
load of rubbish.” 

The judge ordered that atf 
copies of the recording be de- 
livered up to the Beatles’ solk- . 
hors and that the group should 
be pafo their legaloostsand dam* 


not on the murder inquiry 
team, said that he had “no 
knowledge” of corrupt links. 
“Do you know a DS Coles on 
the Flying Squad?” asked Mr 
Mansfield. “I’ve never heard of 
him," he replied. 

He said he knew very few of 
the detectives who investigat- 
ed the murder- in contrast, Mr 
Mansfield pointed out, to his as- 
sertion at the committal pro- 
ceedings that “I know most of 
the officers, possibly, in the 
whole inquiry team.” 

Mr Mansfield said that Gif- 
ford Norris, who is now serving 
eight years for drugs and 
firearms offences, was at one 
time “wanted for a murder, but 
the murder was dropped because 
witnesses had been intimidated". 


Todays news 


Jail drugs shift 

PRISON governor? are to be 
urged to take a softer line 
against prisoners using 
cannabis. Page 4 

Dounreay alert 

THE nuclear plant at Doun- 
reay was closed down after 
a power failure which envi- 
ronmentalists claimed high- 
lighted a potentially lethal 
design fault. Page 7 


Musical discord, page 3 
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CHILDREN IN 
UDAN ARE DYIN 

She% exhausted and starving, but she Is walked all day to bring : 
her grandchild to a relief centre. She may be too late. 

Civil war and drought have brought thousands 
of children to the brink of death in Sudan. 
Malnourished, exhausted and sick, they are in 
desperate need afhelp. As the lead agency 
coordinating relief efforts in southern Sudan, 
UNDCEF is providing high-energy foods, 
medical supplies and shelter to as 
many as possible. But every day more 
children move closer to starvation. 


Werely totally an 

voluntary contributions. 
If you have a cheque 
book or a credit card, 
please use it now and 
help us save these 
children while 
there’s still time. 


unicef ® 

EMERGENCY CHILDREN'S APPEAL 

0345 312 312 
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Mercenaries 
met with 
four officials 
from the FO 


By Andrew Buncombe 

and Andrew Marshall, in Washington 

THE mercenaries who helped to re- 
instate the ousted president of Sier- 
ra Leone, the "former British colony 
in West Africa, met with British and 
American officials at the highest lev- 
el, they claimed last night. 

In a letter released yesterday by 
solicitors acting for S andlin ** in- 
ternational, claims they met with up 
to four officials within the Foreign Of- 
fice as well as members of the US de- 
partments of state and defence. 

The Independent revealed earlier 
this week that on up to three occa- 
sions Sandline executives, including 
Tim Spicer met officials from the Fbr- 
eign Office, led by Craig Murray, 
deputy bead of the Africa (equator- 
ial) desk. It is now claimed other of- 
ficials, including John. Eve rant Mr 
Murray’s predecessor, Linda St Cook, 
the desk officer for Sierra Leone and 
Tim Andrews, an official with re- 
sponsibilities for Sierra Leone, Gam- 
bia and Liberia, were also present 

Across the Atlantic, .Sand line 
claims to have carried out a simil ar 
briefings. Among the officials they 
claim to have briefed include John 
Pfirsch, the US ambassador to Sier- 
ra Leone and Alan Holmes, assistant 
Defense Secretary. Some of the 
American briefings may have taken 
place in October when Col Spicer and 
Eben Barlow, the director of Exec- 
utive Outcomes, a mercenary group 
closely linked to Sandline, attended 
a conference hosted by the Defence 
Intelligence Agency in Washington. 

In Sierra Leone, Sandline also 
claimed to have regularly briefed 
British military officials including Lt 


Col Peter Hicks, and Andrew Gale, 
the military adviser to the United Na- 
tions special envoy in Sierra Leone. 
They say they also co-operated close- 
ly with the British military operations 
launched in protection of British 
civilians in Sierra Leone following 
Major Johnny Paul Koroma's coup. 
Sandline said its members even went 
aboard HMS Cornwall, situated off 
Freetown and that naval engineers 
helped repair a damaged helicopter 
being operated by Sandline. 

Negotiations between Sandline, 
the financier Rakesb Saxe n a and the 
exiled Sierra Leone government in 
Guinea, began as early as July 1997 
-just two months after the coup led 
by Major Koroma. The Independent 
has learnt that meetings between San- 
dline and FO officials in London be- 
gan in December 1997. One meeting, 
on 19 January, was held at Foreign 
Office premises in London. 

In their letter to the foreign Sec- 
retary Robin Cbok, Sandline’s solic- 
itors criticise the way that Customs 
investigators launched their investi- 
gation into a shipment of arms by the 
mercenaries to Sierra Leone. “We 
find the actions of Customs officers 
to be at complete variance with the 
policy of Her Majesty’s government,*’ 
it says. “It would merit serious criti- 
cism that one department ... should 
be investigating a matter which was 
conducted with the knowledge and 
approval of another department" 

A State Department official ac- 
knowledged that there had been reg- * 
ular contact between Sandline and the 
US government, but denied that there 
had been discussions about the supply 
of arms to the warring factions. The 
Foreign Office declined to comment 



US Marines evacuating dviBans who had been trapped in a Freetown hotel which came under fire from Sierra Leone nebete . Jjhotngr 


Letter that claims covert support for coup 


- -:***•: 


Extracts from a letter, dated 24 April 
from Richard Slowe of SJ Berwin & Co, 
acting for Sandline, to the Foreign Sec- 
retary, Robin Cook. 

Dear Foreign Secretary, 

Vlfe have been consulted by lieutenant 
Colonel Tim Spicer and Mr Michael 
Gnmberg in relation to ... their in- 
volvement with affairs in Sierra 
Leone. ... Some disturbing develop- 
ments in recent weeks involving the 
activities of Her Majesty's Customs 
and Excise appear to have occurred 
without the knowledge of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry or 
foe Ministry of Defence. 

As you will be aware, the coop in 
Sierra Leone last year which removed 
President Kabbah was roundly con- 
demned ... and yon. Sir; were wide- 
ly reported as offering President 
Kahbafa the fall support of Her 
Majesty's Government in restoring 
the lawful government to power in 
Sierra Leone ... 


Mr Spicer is an executive of a com- 
pany called Sandline International, 
which is in the business of providing 
military assistance to lawful gov- 
ernments, and Mr Gnmberg is a con- 
sultant to that company. 

At the suggestion of your High 
Commissioner in Freetown, Mr Peter 
Tenfold, President Kabbah asked our 
dients to provide such assistance. 
Thereafter negotiations proceeded 
with President Kabbah and ... ftdl 
briefings were given both personally 
and by telephone to representatives 
of Her Majesty’s Government. At the 
Foreign »nd Commonwealth Office 
those briefed include John Everard, 
Craig Murray Linda St Cook and 
Tim Andrews and our effects were led 
to believe that clearance was givai at 
Head of Department level. The Min- 
istry of Defence personnel who were 
briefed included Lieutenant Colonel 
Pieter Hicks in Conakry and Colonel 
Andrew Gale, the British Army mil- 
itary adviser to the UN Special En- 
voy to Sierra Leone. 


Further, Mr Fenfold himself 
called at oar clients’ office premises 
on 28 January 1998, jnst three weeks 
before the equipment now in issue 
was delivered, and was given fiifl de- - 
tails of the arrangements ... 

Our clients were assured ... that 
the operation had the foil support of 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

At the same time, our_ clients 
kept informed the US State Depart- 
ment at the highest level, including 
John Hirscb. the US Ambassador to 
Sierra Leone, Charles Snyder; Di- 
rector, Office of Regional Affairs 
and Dennis Linskey Chief, West 
and Southern Africa Division. Fur- 
thermore, following support having 
been given for the proposed opera- 
tion by both the US Department of 
State and the US Department of De- 
fence ... we understand that Michael 
Thomas, the Country Desk Officer for 
Sierra Leone at the US Department 
oT State met with Philip Parham, the 
Africa Watcher at the British Em- 
bassy in Washington indicating the 


Setback for women maimed by cancer therapy 


By Jeremy taurance 

Health Editor 

TWO WOMEN who each lost 
the use of an arm following ra- 
diotherapy treatment for breast 
cancer yesterday had their 
claims for damages rejected by 
the High Court. 

Ethel Robb, 78, of Chingford, 
north-east London, and Susan 
Unitt, 51, of Guernsey, who 
were both treated for the disease 
18 years ago, stood to receive be- 


tween flOOjOOO and £250,000 had 
negligence been proved. The 
decision is a setback for more 
than- 10Q .other women among 
more than 1,000 estimated to 
have suffered similar damage, 
who are seeking compensation. 

The women claimed that 
they suffered injury as a result 
of negligence in the way the ra- 
diotherapy was carried out. 
They were the last of 10 test cas- 
es brought following an inde- 
pendent inquiry by the Royal 


College of Radiologists in 1995, 
the remainder of which were set- 
tled out of court or withdrawn. 

Theinqutiy.setupat the>re- 
quest of the Department of 
Health , concluded that a small 
number of women suffered 
damage mainly because they 
were moved during treatment 
sessions, increasing the risk of 
an overlap between the areas ir- 
radiated which received a dou- 
ble dose. Guidelines were sent 
to all radiotherapy departments 


recommending that patients 
should be treated in a fixed po- 
sition and that special care 
should be taken over the dosage 
to the armpit and lower neck. 

Yesterday, the judge, Mrs 
Justice Ebsworth, praised both 
women for their “remarkable 
and courageous efforts” to 
crane to terms with the pain and 
disability which had become 
constant features of their lives. 
But she held that the treatment 
they received was “responsible 


by the standards of the time", 
although it would not neces- 
sarily be acceptable today. 

“In each cas&.tjver so many ^ 
years, the primary purpose of de- 
stroying the original disease 
and holding back its recurrence 
has, fortunately, been achieved." 
said the judge. “The price, it can 
now be seen, has been in all 
probability higher than would be 
paid today, but it was not paid 
as the result of negligent pre- 
scription or treatment." 


Hugh Cornwell 

In John MVhlsh’s interview with Hugh Cornwell (Magazine, 
page 21) the conclusion of the penultimate paragraph . . . 
should read: “Pushing 50, healthy, creative, unusually frank 
about his-life and able to transcend such minor concerns as 
whether or not he can command big audiences in. America, 
he’s a very "English 'combination - of energy* and'giobna^Tflte 
his songs.” 

Cellnet 

In the story “Cuts ring changes for mobile phone price war" 
in Thursday’s paper we wrongly reported that the . 
telecommunications company Cellnet was changing its 
tariffs on 9 June. Cellnet has asked us to point out that it 
has no plans to change die existing tariffs. 
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A band a! rain will be skwdy mwing north across 
Scotland and N. belaid, but the iar will peter otf in 
southern Scotland and most parts of N. Ireland infos 
afternoon witfi a Ifflle sunshine coming Brough. 
England UfetesmH hawavwm, hunic! and sunny 
day but cloud wfl! build during Die afternoon wffli 
totalised thmteydowipoira 
Englandaeaf grated risktf^ 
lie late aftonoon and evening. 


Outlook for the next few days 

There Is toe risk o( Die odd light shower to northern and 
western Scotland Mefeewhae in Sootlanditwillbe 
diy. N. Ireland and northern England will alsobediy 
wBi sumy spells. However, Wales and southern 
England win be warn and muggy wffli showers aid 
localised thuidery dowipus. Merely wDl see heavy 
tain move north across England and Whies ha 
Scotland and M Wand will be dy wflh sunny spells. 


British Isles weather 

iwkI iscert awfcbfa figure * noon load tons 
C.doody; O.daar. F.ttr. Fg.tog: fejtazs; Unfet Rjabu 
S^wmy; Slsteat; S^showare; Svsnmr 

Alardaea F 14 57 Gaemey C 17 63 

Aagluey C 13 55 Imnni F 14 57 

Ayr C 12 54 Ipswich C 19 66 

Ballast Si 1 1 52 Isles ol ScfllyS 1 3 55 

BlraliihM F 1763 Jersey C IB 64 

Blackpool F 1559 Uverpsal F 1559 

BiirianaDHiC 15 59 Lflitfoa C 22 72 
Brighten S 16 61 laacbestar C 17 63 

Bristol C 1966 Hawcastla C 12 54 

Cardiff F 1559 Oxford C (8 64 

Carlisle C 1050 PlyuOBtti C 1763 

OoTsr F 20 66 Scarharoo|b F 14 57 

Bshlla Or 10 50 SsathaaptooC 17 63 
Edlohaiyh C K57 laathoad S 19 66 

Exeter F 15 59 Stereewer Sb 1152 

Glasgow C 1254 Tort C 16 61 
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IN DEPEN DENT Weatheriine 
fa Die tea kxeocts dial 0891 5009 Moral by be two 
' ~s to jwaaafndlcaal by Ite above map. Sara TtaMaf 
:VA7) 


Out and about with AA Roadwafidh 

Csfi 0336 461777 h* be test local and nabonal traffic 
new Soirea The AtforroWa fesoridfcat Cits darned a 50p 
pa oat at ad toes (Ine VAT] 
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US Guv^rpiiien^s foil supj^rt- for 
Saufitine In tenfektionaFs- invotw- 
meat..; " 

Accortiiag^.' it is' quite apparent 
that the involvement of -Sandline 
International ... bad ... the ap- 
proval of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and, should it become 
necessary; we would contend that a 
licence had been given within the 
meaning of the Sierra Leone (United 
Nations Sanctions) Order 1997 
' Sandlfoe lntemationaFs involve- 
mentwas quite open and indeed their 
personnel were invited aboard HMS 
Cornwall where they provided tact- 
ical and operational advice. Further; 
engineers from HMS Cornwall as- 
sisted in the repair of a helicopter 
which Sandline International was 
operating in support of President 
Kabbah .- 

Needless to say; our efients find the 
actions of the Customs Officers [who 
are carrying out an inquiry] to be at 
complete variance with the policy of 
Her Majesty’s Government ... 
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In Act I Alfredo falls for Violetta. By the end of Act III so 

will the 3000 men in the audience. 
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The bootleggers who strike discord 


Some bands give away their unofficial 
recordings, but is this just a smart move 
against piracy? Fiona Sturges reports 


THE vxO?** 

* ' 


'1 1 U " 
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Witness: Former Beatie George Harrison this week, as the 
'dead boring* copyright case continued Photograph: PA 


SO that's that At the end of a 
long and winding saga, the for- 
mer members of the Beatles 
yesterday won their court case, 
and Lingasong Music of 
Whltbam Abbey, Essex, will 
not be able to release CDs of 
the group’s 1962 performance 
in the Star Club io Hamburg. 

But other musicians are of- 
ten perfectly happy to hand out 
unofficial recordings. Some 
even make a point of iL 

Al a concert just last week at 
the Hanover Grand, in London, 
Money Mark (better known as 
the Beastie Boys’ keyboard play- 
er) sat a tape recorder on his 
keyboard and taped himself 
performing his most popular 
track, “Cry”. At the end of the 
song he threw the tape into the 
audience, saying. TVe made a 
bootleg copy of this song in every 
dty that I've played.” 

Money Mark is by no means 
the first musician openly to en- 
dorse bootlegging. The cult 
Sixties psychedelic band, the 
Grateful Dead, were outspoken 
in their approval of music pira- 
cy, viewing it as part of the cre- 
ative process, while Eighties 
rock outfit Dire Straits distrib- 
ute bootlegs via their fan dub. 

But what is ostensibly an ac- 
ceptance of this illegal practice 


may be a smart ploy to put pi- 
rates out of business. Artists 
who bring out their own free 
unofficial recordings leave lit- 
tle room for bootlegged edi- 
tions. Before a concert on 
Radio One in 1991, U2 dis- 
tributed blank tapes complete 
with track listings and covers so 
that fans could make their 
own recording. 

Illegal tapes can. on the oth- 
er hand, create a market for 
concert recordings or unre- 
leased tracks from which 
record companies and artists 
can benefit. Illegal recordings 
of Bob Dylan conceits had 
long been distributed until 
Colombia released two box-sets 
-Biograph and Tfie Bootleg Se- 
ries 1-3 - in 1991. These con- 
tained the same bootlegs that 
were being sold illegally, but of 
a superior quality. 

Since the updating of copy- 
right laws in 1988 record com- 
panies have come down bard 
on perpetrators. 

Last year Oasis battled with 
illegal versions of their album 
Be Here Now, offered cm the In- 
ternet before its release. A fan, 
Steve Pockert, had pirated 
songs from a preview tape and 
left a message on an Oasis web- 
site offering copies. Creadon 


THE GOLDEN OUT-TAKES 


TiSBEATLE&tank^eiMuoNlfoaiiuniSecoial-casaiiasabQUtisavaft- 
abfe on bootleg - a 1962 recording of tfta band h Hamburg. But tf» most sought 
aftw BeaBKixw^ is ArthotogyPbs. AvaftaWe for £25 a record faks, this con- 
tans material not included on me group’s recent lira sd Anthology cotecfofi - 
afcums of stufo sassioas the band released because they were led up vutti being 


l£D Z£i»PELir>fcOne can pay tfra figures for a rare Led 
Zepconcat As with a lot of hands, note&fy The Beatles, 
some ot ttiB most sou gftt ttfter recorcfrtgs ware the ses- 
sions done tithe BBC. mass have now been officiafly re- 
leased on both sides of tie Adamic. 


\ bob DYLAN: SU^ most colec&fellK most pitted 
A remain Live At The Royal Abort Hal tt can fetch £200 
\ plus. It is Dylan’s 1906 concwtwilft The Band shortly ti- 
ter going electric andls a prisakg performance. It wen 
has an aidiencemember shouting ‘Judas’ at Dylan lor ba- 
traylno his ft* routes. The concert actually took place In 
Manchester-— but that’s bootlegs for you. 


IE ROLLING STONESJhe key period is 69-73, 
the WckTkyloryetis when many thcwflht litem tithe 
height of Ifteir powers. But the biggest prices can 
. sis be fobbed fora reconfngateJuly 5 1%9 
** V free concst In Hyde Part where Jagger raid ■ 
u •> trbJtetofoeieartlydmwned Brian Jones. TNs 
album is generally known as Stoned In The Part. 


PftiNCBLIve' concerts have proved fruflful tor bootleggers. 
Butlto most predoos for fans is a staxfio reconlnfl The Blade 
Album which was planned to be afdowuptoSJgrrOf Tte 
Times before the artist scraped the release. The funky fij- 
skm of black rock and psycfaedsflc can fetch 14 ) to £300. 


As George Harison sad bi court tfwl 962 reconSrq was the 'cnawriesT ever 
associated with the group. And aside kom John Lennon’s haunting early ver- 
sions of Strawberry Reids, few of foe Anthology ‘re hea rs al s’ matched op to the 
released songs. As for Dm recordings — bed concerts were toredfefy short 
and the soatd appalling. ; 


Boofeggsig Led Z&p was a notoriously risky business. Their iate maangerFb- 
tBr Srant demised bortteggers and had staff eject than violently. He once got 
staff to frighten a man with a tape recorder and smah tes 
geac He tisoed out to be a efty official measuring oofae 
levels. 


You might pay your £200 only to find 4 released offi- 
cially by the end of the year. Dyfan tas treacly released 
die much bootlegged Basement Tapes and 1 triple CD of 
material on other bootiegs. «s record company say 
tfwre are also plans to release the Royal Albert HbI 
album. 


Booflegs of be Stones’ ebdant R and B sesstons 
tithe BBC from 1964 omvanls have been popu- 
\s, but vril soon have Bffle value as the BBC nas 
coBated hem and rtiease tfrem on CD More 
be end of be year. 


The artist himself has now taten some of the best 
bortlegs, remtod them and pattern out or the in- 
ferart. The resutthgabun. Crystal Balls avafaUe 
In record straps as an Import at a price bootleggers v 
would be proud of — around £50. 



and Sony issued a writ claim- 
ing colossal damages. The law 
now says that copyright gen- 
erally lasts for foe life of die au- 
thor, plus 70 years after his or 
her death. The Act also outlaws 
the selling and distributing of 
any sound recordings without 
the consent of the artist and/or 
record company. 

And it’s not just the fans 
who get caught ouL The Verve 
were forced to hand over all 
their royalties for ‘fitter Sweet 
Symphony” to Mick J agger, 
Keith Richards and former 
manager Allen Klein after us- 


ing an orchestral version of foe 
Stones’ The Last Time" even 
though foe reference was felt 
to be “subliminal” by lead 
singer Richard Ashcroft 

The British Phonographic 
Institute’s anti-piracy library 
has compiled a list of foe most 
bootlegged artists in foe UK. 
Needless to say, the Beatles are 
at the top of it with a stagger- 
ing 280 titles. They are close- 
ly followed by Led Zeppelin, 
Bob Dylan, foe Rolling Stones, 
Nirvana, Elvis Presley, Oasis 
and Tori Amos. 

Dance acts have also come 


a cropper over sampling, an 
area of bootlegging where the 
legislation is still unclear. Mu- 
sicians have been caught out as- 
suming that their samples are 
undetectable or too obscure. 
The KLF (Kopyright libera- 
tion front) illegally used Abba 
samples in their 1987 album 
What The Fuck Is Going On? - 
Obey ended up taking thousands 
of recalled copies to Sweden 
and publicly burning them in a 
pyre. The album was later re- 
leased without samples. The re- 
sult is a mostly silent recording, 
with instructions showing how 


to rebuild the original album 
with your own samples. 

But where established acts 
can afford the cost of sampling, 
others find it financially crip- 
pling. Btueboy’s first chart-top- 
ping track “Remember Me” 
samples US jazz mnsicBm Mar- 
lena Shaw’s “Woman In The 
Ghetto". In handing over 25 per 
cent of royalties. Blue boy be- 
lieve foe sample to have cost 
them £250,000. Antony John- 
son. managing director of their 
label. Phans Records, said: 
“Blueboy have made a classic 
out of a record nobody knew.” 


Cheap-calls pioneer 
set to ring up £l00m 
from telecoms sale 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

A FORMER actor who 
brought cheap international 
calls to thousands of telephone 
users is set to pocket about 
£100m by selling his company 
to a Japanese telecoms giant 
Tom McCabe, wbo played bit 

parts in Minder and ran a tele- 
phone dating agency before 
founding Swift call in 1993, is 
currently understood to be ne- 
gotiating the sale to KDD, the 
Japanese telecoms operator. A 
deal could be announced as ear- 
ly as next week. 

Swiftcall has grown rapidly 
by offering cheap internation- 
al telephone calls, undercutting 
established operators such as 
British Tfelecom and Mercury. 

It currently has 250,000 cus- 
tomers and last year sold 15m. 

a « - — 
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rates up to 50 per cent cheap- 
er than BT It has recently start- 
ed offering similar services m 

the US and Ireland. 

-Swiftcall currently offers 
caHsto the United States at just 


Tom McCabe: Abandoned 
flotation for outright sale 

12p a minute, while BT charges 
24p. A call to Fhmce costs 14p 
a minute, compared to 28p 
with BT 

Mr McCabe’s achievement 
is all the more impressive be- 
cause Swiftcall does not own its 

own telephone tines. ^ 

It is what is known in the in- 
dustry as a reseDer, renting 
large chunks of capacity from 
existing operators, and then 


selling it through aggressive 
marketing campaigns. 

Swiftcall had been preparing 
a stock-market flotation in Lon- 
don or New York. However, Mr 
McCabe has now decided to seU 
the company outright 

Last year, Mr McCabe, who 
owns 100 per cent of Swiftcall, 
gave KDD an option to take a 
20 per cent stake in foe com- 
pany. 

Swiftcall was the first reseller 
to enter the market, effective- 
ly breaking foe duopoly held by 
BT and Mercury and forcing 
them to cot international call 
charges. 

ft has since been followed by 
a slew of other operators such 
as First Thlecom which have be- 
gun to offer simitar call rates. 

However, industry analysts 
are concerned that, as compe- 
tition increases, foe resdleis will 
be squeezed. 

SwiftcalTs growth has slowed 
dramatically in recent years. In 
foe 12 months to foe end of 
May, the company is likely to 
have made revenues of £Z7m, 
compared to £24m last year. 



The way forward: Railtrack reveals its latest device to tadde the autumn menace of 
recalcitrant leaves on the Dne Photograph; Tim Vickery/Nadonal Pictures 

Unveiled: a weapon to clear the 
wrong sort of leaves off the line 


RAIL dridsyesterday rolled out 
foe latest device to tackle that 
bane of passengers’ lives - 
leaves on foe line. Rail track’s 
new £lm multi-purpose track 
machine wQl deal not only with 
leaves but ice, weeds and fire. 

The Dew machine, displayed 
at Ttotedoo Station in London 
and then demonstrated at near- 
by dapham Junction, has high- 


pressure water jets to dear 
lines. Once the jets have gpne 
into action, it puts sandite - a 

sticky gel-tike substance -0a the 

line to stop wheels sliding. The 
first of 25 models will come into 
service in August 1999, with oth- 
ers being gradually introduced 
until the end of 2000. 

“Leaves will always foil on 
the line, but the new machines 


will help us keep foe tracks dear 
and make autumn train travel 
more punctual,” said Brian 
Mellitt, Rail track’s engineering 
and production director. 

The concept vehicle was de- 
veloped by Amec Rail of Croy- 
don. Surrey, which is part of the 
consortium building foe new 
fleeL The production model will 
be bulk by Windhoff of Germany. 


caHstotne unnw-*- -- 1 — - . 


Hit-man who took pity on female victim gets two years in prison 


A MT-MAN Who spared ho fe- 
male victim a losm ® 
nerve was jailed for two and a 

agreed a £4,000 fee from he m- 
tlSifcd victim’s former lover for 

eanjias om the murder -^ 

foe promise of an extra 
if he did it righL an Old Bailey 
- court was told- 


Former legal clerk Wright, 
his face masked by a balaclava 
helmet, and brandishing a knife, 
broke into foe woman’s flat in 
Tottenham, north London. 

But after talking to foe in- 
tended victim. Theresa Pi 1 kin . 
30, a mother of three, he told 
her he could not go through 
with ft. Ms Pitkin had told foe 
court: “I thought he was going 


to rape me but then he told me 
be had been contracted to kill 
me.” 

At first Wight said he had 
been hired by a friend of her ex- 
lover’s to cripple her. Bat then 
he said foe ex-lover, 30year-old 
David Martin, had contacted 
him and ordered her murder. 

Mr Martin has not been 
charged and denies any in- 


volvement Ms Pitkin kept 
Wright talking and eventually he 
lost his nerve and decided not 
to go through with the kitting 

Mali PCS, prosecuting, said: 
“He was a hit-man about to car- 
ry out the killing and that he did 
not do it isa great relief to Miss 
Pitkin and others. He is a hit- 
man who lost his nerve.” 

Wright, of Bruce Grove, 


north London, was found guilty 
last month of aggravated bur- 
glary with intent to cause griev- 
ous bodily harm. 

He said be went into foe fiat 
to warn Ms Pitkin about the 
contract killing but never in- 
tended to carry it out. 

Mark Pailenghi, defending, 
said Ms Pitkin and her mother 
had forgiven \%jgbr-and even 


offered to buy a ticket so he 
could return to Jamaica. 

Judge David Murchie said he 
had reduced Wright’s sentence 
because of the unusual cir- 
cumstances of foe case. 

The judge told Wight, who 
worked in Jamaica for seven 
years as a legal clerk: “I can’t 
forget her worth that you were 
a hit-man wbo lost his nerve.” 


This week 


“There are more interesting 
things than sport 
on a Saturday afternoon. 
Murder, for instance.” 

yv-jc SATURDAY PLAY continues with 
"The Black Spectacles". Sir Donald Sinden 
plays John Dickson Carr’s sleuth. 

Dr Gideon fell, in a thoroughly engrossing 
‘whodunit .This afternoon, 3.02 — 4.00. 


“Ssshhh! This is strictly 
off the record.’’ 

WESTMINSTER HOUR. At the end of the 
programme, Simon Hoggart shares tne secrets of 
Westminster with the rest or Britain ;n 
"It's a Funny Ola World." Sunday evenings from 
10 May. 10.45 - 11.00. 


* 4 What kind of loving 
would you expect from 
* Mr Bean?" 

BOOK AT BEDTIME continues with Sean Sean 
reading “A Kind cf Loving" - Stan Bra'S tews 
caie of love in Yorkshire. Weekday evenings 
from Monday 1 1 May. 10.45 - 1 i .00. 


44 Ever heard of a talk show 
host with more problems 


than her audience?” 

THE EMERALD GREEN .SHOW. Alcoholism. 
Adoption. Analysts. And that's before Emerald even 
goes to work. New comedy on 
Tuesday mornings from 12 May. i 1 .30 •• 12.00. 


“It used to be penniless 
students. 

Now its skint parents.” 

THE LEARNING CURVE. Libby Purves 
describes the best university courses, campuses 
arid value for money. 

Tuesday afternoon, 12 May. 4.02 - 4.30. 


**The Moral Maze: Where 
there are at least three sides 
to every story.” 

THE MORAL M.AZE. An ethical debate where 
nothing is black and white. 

Michp.o' buc-rk cries not ro provide any answers. 

Wednesday evenings from 13 May. 

3.02 - 3.45. Repeated Saturday evenings, 10. i 5. 


4 *How interesting. 
Radio 4 talks about 
the weather. f? 

STRANGE WEATHER DAYS. From summer 
snow to wails of water to freax tornadoes. 
You';! never complain about the weather again. 
Thursday mornings from 14 May. 9.30 - 9.45. 


El ESS RADIO 4 

92-95fm & 198lw 

YOU'LL SEE THINGS DIFFERENTLY. 
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Jails to take softer 
line on cannabis 


By Ian Burrcfl 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

PRISON governors are to be urged 
to take a softer line against prison- 
ers using cannabis as part of a new 
government strategy on drug use in 
prison. 

Instead, more resources will be 
directed at tackling heroin users by 
subjecting them to repeated drug- 
testing and greater punishments. 

The Independent has acquired a 
copy of the 23-page review document 
which forms the basis for the new 
strategy, which will be announced on 
Tuesday by drugs minister George 
Hawarth. 

Prison service officials have been 
concerned that the large-scale use 
of mandatory drugs-testing has led 
to thousands of drug-using inmates 
being given up to 35 “extra days” on 
their sentence. More than 16,500 
prisoners - mostly cannabis users - 
were given punishments of extra days 
in the last financial year. This is 


equivalent to filling one and a half 
jails for a year at a cost of over £10m. 

Governors are to be urged to 
“distinguish between drug markets 
which generate the most harm to in- 
dividuals and prisoner safety and 
those that are less damaging". They 
are advised to “increase the differ- 
ential" between punishments for 
cannabis and for Class A drugs and 
to consider alternative punishments 
such as loss of privileges and re- 
strictions on visits. 

Both staff and prisoners indicat- 
ed in the report that they believe the 
system bears down too heavily on 
cannabis users. It states that 82 per 
cent, of prisoners agreed with the 
statement: “People should be able 
to smoke cannabis in prison without 
fear Of p unishm ent-" 

The review adds that “more sur- 
prisingly perhaps, interviews with 
wing officers revealed ambivalent at- 
titudes to reporting prisoners for 
smoking cannabis”. Some 44 per cent 
of staff agreed with the statement: 


“Personal use of cannabis is not detri- 
mental to good order and dfedplme". 

The review makes clear that 
drugs policies in prison will fall 
into line with those recently an- 
nounced by “drugs tsar” Keith 
Hellawell for the wider public. This 
means a shift in emphasis towards 
improved drug treatment and edu- 
cation in order to reduce demand. 

The report carries some positive 
findings on the extent of drug use in 
prison, whki was running out of con- 
trol only two years ago. Positive drug 
tests among prisoners have fallen 
from 34.6 per cent in December 1995 
to less than 20 per cent in the early 
months of this year. 

The mandatory random drug- 
testing programme, which requires 
some 10 per cent of inmates to be 
tested, is expensive. The review rec- 
ommends that governors reduce 
the amount of mandatory testing and 
concentrate resources on inmates 
who have previously been found to 
misuse a Class A drug. 



Churchman's holiday: the Bishop of WiUesden, the Rt Rev Graham Dow, working as a conductor on Metrofine’s 
WiUesden to Holborn yesterday as part of a *Faith in World initiative R VVktt 
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Acne 
safe - 


By /enemy Lawrence 

Health Editor 

EXPERTS warned yesterday 
that a backlash against the acne 
drug, Roaccutane, following 
the suicide of an 18-year-old stu- 
dent who was taking it, could 
cost more lives than it saved. 

The danger of depression 
and suicide caused by the so- 
cially stigmatising condition 
outweighed the potential risks 
of the drug which were stiD un- 
proven. they said. 

David Tebby, a sixth-former 
from Gwent, South Whies, threw 
hims elf off a multi-storey car 
park while on a course of the 
drug. After the inquest into his 
death on Wfednesday his parents 
threatened to sue Roche, man- 
ufacturers of Roaccutane, for 
failing to indude the same warn- 
ing about the risk of depression 
and suicide that has been in- 
duded in American packs of the 
drug since February. 

Roche has received more 
than 80 reports of suicide and at- 
tempted suicide linked to the 


IS 


drug, but says there is ho proof 
that Roaccutane was the cause. 
It agreed the change to the 
American la belling with (he US 
Food and Drug Adkninistraiion- 
fol lowing reports of 24 cases hr 
which the patients' mental state 
improved when taken off the 
therapy and worsened when 
therapy re-started- A spokesman 
for the FDA said: “To us that is 
an important due." 

Dr HyweD Williams, con- 
sultant dermatologist at .Uni- 
versity Hospital, Nottingham, 
who specialises in adolescent 
acne said he had treated more 
thanl.OOO patients with Roac- 
cutane. “Many patients with 
acne are profoundly depressed. 
Nfy gut feeling is the risk of men- 
tal illness is far greater from 
withholding Roaccutane than 
from giving it appropriately. 

“Of the patients I have treat- 
ed, the thing they have volun- 
teered abourtheir mood is that 
they feel a damn sight better be- 
cause, having struggled with the 
disease for years, at last they have 
found something that shifts it" 


Child-pom nurse banned 

A MALE nurse convicted on obscenity charges as a result of 
investigations into paedophile activity at Ashworth Hospital 
was struck off his professional register. William Baird, of St 
Helens. Merseyside, was found guilty of professional misconduct 
at a hearing in London. He was convicted in 1994 of possessing 
child pornography and fined £250 for each of two offences 
of possessing indecent photographs of a child under the age 
of 16. He was also fined £500 for making, s ignin g or deliver- 
ing an untrue declaration to avoid paying customs duly. 


‘Bill’ star in cuffs in court 

BILLY MURRAY, a star of The BilL, appeared in handcuffs 
at Grays Magistrates Court, Essex, yesterday to face a charge 
of intimidating Andrew Joyce, 20, intending to obstruct or in- 
terfere with the course of justice. The case was adjourned to 
next month and Mr Murray was bailed. He was already on 
unconditional bail on two charges of common assault and one 
of violent disorder after an alleged incident involving Mr Joyce 
and Bryan Basquill, 22. 

Firm defends standards 

A BUTCHER’S son yesterday rejected a claim that the fam- 
ily firm tried to hide the scale of its wholesale business at the 
time of the world’s worst outbreak of E.coli 0157 food poi- 
soning, which claimed 21 lives. Martin Barr, 30, denied that 
John M Barr and Son was a big-scale operator in the supply 
of cooked meats. He said that hygiene practices were no dif- 
ferent to other butchers’ shops. 
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Quiet drink that ended in murder 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


WHAT started out as a quiet 
evening drink with friends at a West 
Yorkshire pub ended in a nation- 
wide murder hunt for a doctor on 
the run. 

The bloody chain of events be- 
gan simply enough as Vicky 
Fletcher, 21, relaxed at the Castle- 
fieids public house in Castleford on 
Thursday night. 

Stephen Thackray. the pub’s 
manager, recalled Ms Fletchersee- 
lng a man she knew ganrft^g outside 
in the cai park, looking through the 
window. 

“She went outside to meet him 
and then all hell broke loose. Shots 
were firing everywhere, and every- 
one dived for cover. Everyone was 
shouting ‘get down, get down’. 

“There were about 80 people in- 
side the pub and bullets came 
straight through the inner doors and 
went into the bar. Glass and mirrors 
were shattered. It’s miraculous no 
one else was hit." 

Dawn Sanders, 33, took up the 
story: “I heard three shots and then 



Wanted man: Police are 
seeking Dr Thomas Shanks 

another three and went dash ing 
out, and saw the girl lying on the 
ground. 

“She had been hit in the stom- 
ach and leg. Somebody tried to find 
a pulse and it was very faint. 

“People were bolding her hand 
and stroking it, telling her to hold 
on, but she was unconscious. 

“Somebody from the pub rushed 
out with a dressing which they put 
on her side. There was blood every- 


where; she was lying in a pool of 
blood — it was horrific." 

Mr Thackray said that following 
the shooting be saw the gunman 
“casually walk back to his car, get 
into it and calmly drive away”. 

Ms Fletcher bad managed to 
climb over metal railings and was 
heading back to the pub's entrance 
when the gunman fired again, leav- 
ing her dying on the ground. 

Spent cartridge cases from a 
large automatic weapon littered the 
ground at the scene of the shooting 
yesterday and bullet marks could be 
seen in the brick wall of the pub and 
in the wooden window frames, next 
to a shattered window. 

Police released the name of an 
anaesthetist, Dr Thomas Shanks, 47, 
who worked with Ms Fletcher at 
Pontefract General Infirmary, where 
the nurse died early yesterday of 
wounds to her back, arms and legs. 

Hie couple had been having a 
stormy though long-standing rela- 
tionship and are believed to have 
been involved in a heated row at a 
pub the night before the shooting. 

Police said that Dr Shanks, a for- 
mer Army officer, was “armed and 


dangerous", and warned the public 
not to approach him. 

As a precaution, officers closed 
Kings Heath junior, infant and nurs- 
ery schools, where the doctor's es- 
tranged wife works, and took Dr 
Shanks’s nine-year-old daughter out 
of her school Other relatives were 
also moved from their homes to 
other accommodation. 

Aimed police spent the afternoon 
watching the flat in the hospital 
grounds where Dr Shanks lived 
with Miss Fletcher, but the anaes- 
thetist was not inside. 

Miss Fletcher was described as an 
attractive, popular young woman 
who trained as a student nurse at 
Pontefract General Infir mary and 
had worked there as a slate regis- 
tered nurse since September 1997. 

A medical colleague said the doc- 
tor was a lively, outgoing person who 
d aimed to have been in the SAS be- 
fore going to medical school al- 
though the Ministry of Defence 
would only confirm that he had been 
a soldier in the Army. He joined in 
1968 and left in 1978. He re-enlisted 
as a doctor in 1983 and was dis- 
charged in 1991. 


New Gross Hospital in Wolver- 
hampton, West Midlands, confirmed 
that Dr Shanks worked at the site 
from July 1993 until December 
1994. 

Dr Shanks left the hospital when 
his marriage hit the rocks, leaving 

rfgnghT«-f rn th<» Mjrffarwfc with his 

wife. 

The doctor, who has worked at 
Pontefract General Infirmary since 
January 1995, and lived in hospital 

accommodation there, was reported 

to have been seen in Pontefract at 
835am yesterday. 

Police said that they were still 
checking out reports of bis si g hti n g, 
and that searches for bis car had so 
far proved fruitless. 

The doctor was described yes- 
terday as a “typical tough Scot”, who 
was “very fit”, and did not “suffer 
fools gladly”. 

One neighbour said: “He lived 
with a pretty, blonde girl but they 
were people I never saw dose up. 1 
thought he had a good position- he 
was fit, he had a good job and he 
seemed to be all righL 

“On the face of it, he was a lucky 
fellow.” 



Victim: Vicky Fletcher, 21, a nurse, was shot dead outside a pub 


Police hunt 
bomb suspect 


By Steve Boggan 


A WARRANT was issued for 
the arrest of an Iranian physi- 
cist yesterday after a parcel- 
bomb explosion in which a 
private detective and his wife 
were hurt 

Michael Coyne, a 63-year- 
old former policeman, and his 
wife, Margaret, were said to be 
stable in hospital last night as 
detectives began an interna- 
tional search for Cyrus Ghiafly, 
57, whose car was found at 
Heathrow Airport hours after 
the blast. 

The device, which exploded 
at the Coyne’s borne in Dundee, 
was one of three handed in to 
a TNT parcel delivery office in 
Thetford, Norfolk, on Thursday. 
The two others, addressed to in- 
tended victims in Kent and 
Fife, were defused by bomb dis- 
posal experts. One was ad- 
dressed to Derek Lawson; 49, 
a former solicitor in Dundee: 

Dundee Sheriff Court is- 
sued the arrest warrant yester- 
day afternoon. It is understood 
that Mr Coyne had been in- 
volved in investigating a civil 
case in which Mr Ghiafly was 
involved. 

Detective Chief Superin- 
tendent Tbm Ross said Mr Ghi- 
afiy had a number of business 


interests in the area, although 
he refused to say whether these 
might provide a possiUe motive 
for the parcel-bomb attacks. 

“I would regard anyone who 
engages in activities like these 
as dangerous,” he said. 

“He should not be ap- 
proached, but anyone with in- 
formation to his whereabouts 
should contact the police im- 
mediately." 

A spokeswoman for Thyside 
police said there was no terrorist 
motive in the attacks. 

She said the discovery of Mr 
Ghiaffy’s car at Heathrow Air- 
port meant police were con- 
sidering the strong possibility 
that he was no longer in the 
country. . 

He is described as 5ft 6 ins 
tall, of a thin build and of 
Asian appearance with a pock- 
marked face. 

He lived in the St Andrews 
area of Fife but polks would not 
say whether he had worked as 
a physicist at the university. 

“The fact that he is a physi- 
cist and the fact that he is Iran- 
ian should not be misconstrued 
as terrorism," the spokeswoman 
said. She said there appeared to 
be a link to a previous civil case. 

Mr and Mrs Coyne were re- 
ported to be conscious and not 
seriously injured last night. - 


Unions make point 
over low turnout 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


A LOW election turnout has 
destroyed Tbny Blaifs argu- 
ment about high participation 
before unions are granted 
recognition, senior union lead- 
ers declared yesterday. 

Less than 25 per cent of Lon- 
doners voted for a mayor and 
a new council for London, but 
the Prime Minister is i n si s ting 
on a 40 per cent “yes" vote at 
a workplace before collective 
bargaining is backed by law. 
John Monks, TUC leader, 
joined John Edmonds, general 
secretary of the GMB general 
union, yesterday in attempting 
to expose “double standards”. 


Some union sources be- 
lieved that predictions of a low 
turnout had persuaded Down- 
ing Street to postpone discus- 
sion of the White Paper until 

next week. 

John Monks said on Radio 
4: “Less than a quarter of Lon- 
doners voted for the introduc- 
tion of the mayor, but that’s 
going to be enough for the 
Government. Fm hoping that it 
will take the same view as far as 
uni ons are concerned.” 

In private the onions have 
conceded the principle by sug- 
gesting a 30 per cent “yes” 
vote instead of 40 per cent But 
onion leaders refused to com- 
promise on other issues in the 
“fairness at work” White Paper. 
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Yes Audrey, my sweet? 


Cary, my darling? 



But off course my angel. 


Do you mind if we slop a 
The view looks so enchanting 







I do so love Monaco at this time of year. 


Actually, my sweet, 
that's Torquay. 




Oh don't spoil it, just kiss me you fool! 


Flat Flexible lost pi an 

Cash Price (on die road)* 

15484.08 

Final Payment*** 

7755.46 

Deposit 

5385.39 

APR* 

10.9* 

Period (Months) 

25 

Charges for credit 

2017.77 

Amount Financed 

10098.69 

Total Amount 


Monthly Payments”* 

179.00 

Payable 

17501.85 


Standard: Power hood, power steering, 6 speaker stereo, deep tan. ear Co ear grin. 

Optional Authentic windswept look, the night sky, 50s film fantasies. 

Call 0800 71 7000 for your nearest Flat dealer, httpJAvwwJiatxo.uk 
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All round multi-link suspension, ABS, driver's airbag and air-conditioning are just a few of 
the features that make the Primera Profile so good to drive. 

We've also added alloy wheels and a rear spoiler to give this special edition a sportier look. 
And its price is sporting, too. On the road at only £14.495 for the 1.6 litre and £14,995 for 
the 2.0 litre Turbo Diesel. 

Plus it comes with Nissan's 3-2-1 Commitment, that’s 3 years’ warranty, 2 years' servicing 
and 1 year’s insurance. 




not on the price tag (£14,495) 
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Swashbuckling Vikings are 
written out of history 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

THE Vikings have had a bad 
press. Ear from raping, looting 
and pillaging their way round 
Britain, they settled down as in- 
dustrious farmers, sophisticat- 
ed traders and respectable 
family men. They did not wear 
ferocious horned helmets 
beloved of Hollywood film di- 
rectors and Danish football 
fans and they were not all big 
bullies with bulging biceps. A 
surprising number were smal l, 
puny and under-fed 

That, more or less, is the ver- 
sion of history to be presented 
to schoolchildren in a new CD- 
Rom launched yesterday which 
aims to dispel myths about the 
Scandinavian raiders. Three of 
the leading Viking museums in 
Europe — the national muse ums 
of Scotland, Denmark and Ire- 
land - have combined to pro- 
duce the CD -Rom for 7- to 
14-year-olds with the support of 
the European Commission. 

Anna Pedersen, curator of 
Denmark's national museum, 
said: “One of the myths about 
the Vikings is that they were a 
wild and ferocious people who 
swept through most of Europe 
plundering, taking away loot 
and talcing away people. 

"But they have been victims 
ofa bad press. We have had the 
writings of the people who 
were attacked If someone had 
interviewed the Vikings, they 
would have had a different sto- 
ry to ted They might have 
pointed out that a lot of the 
places they took over were easy 
to attack.’’ 

When historians began to 
look at the archaeological evi- 
dence as well as the written ac- 
counts, they discovered that 
the picture of the raping and pil- 
laging Vikings was misleading. 
Once they had raided they of- 
ten settled down for years. 
There were farms in Scotland 
and a prosperous trading set- 
tlement in Dublin. 

The Victorians, it seems, 
are partly to blame for the 
Vikings’ bad image. According 
to Mike Spearman, head of 
multimedia at the national mu- 
seum of Scotland they were re- 
sponsible for the notion that 
Votings wore homed helmets. 
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Licence with history: Left, 
Hollywood's version with 
Kirk Douglas (right) and 
Tony Curtis in the 1958 
film The VHdngs. Right, 
illustration of a Danish 
attack on the English coast 


The Vikings are 
probably best 
known as fierce 
raiders of other 
people’s lands 


Oxford Children's 
Encyclopedia 


Archaeological evidence about 
the helmets is limited but none 
has been found with horns. 
Homed head-dresses have 
been found but they belonged 
to an earlier period Nor did 
Viking warriors have decorat- 
ed shields. 

According to Dr Pedersen, 
all Danish schoolchildren ore 
taught that the Vikings wore 
hornless helmets, but that does 
not stop souvenir shops in 
Copenhagen selling thousands 
of figures with horns every 
year. 

In the last century the Up- 
belly - a celebration of burning 

Norse boats - began in Shetland 
but there is no evidence that this 
was a Viking tradition. Com- 
mercialism and films still per- 
petuate the myths. 

Dr Spearman enjoyed the 
film The Vikings, starring Kirk 
Douglas and Tony Curtis but 
describes it as like Bnzveheart, 
“a case of Hollywood inventing 
history for us”. 

Others myths are also hard 
to dispel- Investigation of bur- 
ial grounds, he says, shows that 
the Vikings were not a tall, well- 
built race. Mary of the re- 
mains suggest that many were 
small and did not get enough to 
eat Indeed Dr Spearman ar- 
gues, “evidence shows that they 
were probably very similar to 
races such as the Piets who were 
already settled here. It is very 


difficult to sec the difference be- 
tween a Pictish settlement and 
a Viking one in terms of its 
equipment and lifestyle." 

He says: “We arc trying to 
use the wider scientific evi- 
dence to pul forward a more ra- 
tional view of the VOdngs. We 
have to make sure that the 
next generation has a better idea 
of the truth. It was a very com- 
plicated society and they were 


* Nuclear plant 
shut down by 
power failure 


By Steve Boggpn 

DOUNREAY, the nuclear 
plant handling a controversial 
shipment of atomic waste from 
Georgia, was dosed down on 
Thursday after its main and 
back-up power supplies failed 
Nuclear safety inspectors 
were in urgent talks yesterday 
after claims by environmental- 
ists that the failure may have 
highlighted a deadly design 
fault in Britain’s nuclear in- 
stallations. 

The shut-down of the plant. 
No D1203, is embarrassing for 
the Government, which agreed 
to take the Georgian consign- 
ment at the request of Amer- 
ica. The Georgian nuclear 
facility from which if was “res- 
cued” was considered to be too 
dilapidated, and at the mercy of 
terrorists- 

The power cut happened on 

Thursday at 9pm 

telecommunications workers 

* dicedlhroughpow" 1 ^^ 
digging a trench for cables 
around the Scottish plant. 
Back-up supplies 
suiting in the breakdown of a 
number of systems, including 

’ --SESSMSS,-. 
SSSW-SS&’g 

serous in a reprocessmg plaii 

However, failure of y d 

tack-up supplies at 
power plant could rea# in 
dangerous overheattnfe a 
prospect which 
SSonalwants'^mm^- 

“It seems astonishing that 

Donnreay has been opera^S 

all these' 

suraih? whose ba^P PP~“ 

| nottoworkTsaid Mike Rwns- 

ley.aGteenpca^'^ 
“We believe >t 

the main supply and tte tea. 
up were run through the same 
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chann els. If that is true, then this 
is an appalling design fault that 
should have been picked up. 

“We want the Nuclear In- 
stallations Inspectorate to ex- 
amine the power supplies to 
other plants as a matter of 
urgency. I wouldn’t want to be 
anywhere near a nuclear power 
plant if its cooling systems were 
shut down by a power cut. 

The UK Atomic Energy 
Authority, which operates 
Dounreay, said the power 
supply was run along a ring 
TYisin which was cut while men 
dug ducting for cables. How- 
ever, Lynne Staples-Scott, a 
UKAEA spokeswoman, denied 
that the main and back-up 
cables were run through the 
gam e chann el. She said “two 
ends" of the cable appeared to 
have been breached, so when 
back-up power began to flow, 
it never reached the planL “We 
don't know what caused the sec- 
ond disruption and we areoon- 
ducting an investigation,” die 
said “But there was no danger 
to anyone at any time." 

The main reprocessing plant 

was dosed by the Nudear In-, 
collatings Inspectorate two 
years ago amid safety enn- 
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were shut down on Thursday. 

- . PiamD1203, which is sched- 
uled to turn 4.3 kilos of Geor- 
gian uninadiated material mto 
medical diagnostic deposits, 

reopened with the rest of the 

plant at 1pm yesterday and 
will process the consignment, as 
planned, later this month, 
peter Morgan, a spokesman 

• forlhe Nudear Installations In- 
spectorate, said shall Je 

awaiting the results of the 
UltAEA's own inquiry first, 
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a sophisticated people. We have 
to build them up on their own 
terms. For instance, they re- 
garded slavery as a fact of life." 

The CD-Rom, Looking for 
tTJongs, is being sent free to all 
Scottish, Irish and Danish 
schools next month. Additional 
copies will be available at a ba- 
sic charge from all three muse- 
ums. It begins with some the false 
images associated with Vikings 


and goes on to show some of the 
archaeological discoveries of 
the last 150 years - including an 
eighth-century Celtic graffiti-in- 
scribed reliquary discovered in 
Norway, a cumplete Vig boat and 
swords found at burial sites in 
Dublin, Jutland and the Isle of 
Figg and a silver thistle brooch 
from Ireland. The programme is 
available in Fnglish, Danish, 
Irish and Gaelic. 
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Dixons Prices can’t be beaten - 
and that’s guaranteed! Every week, Dixons Price Check 
compares hundreds of prices in the National Press, 
so that you KNOW you can’t buy better. 

CHECK OUR DEALS OF THE WEEK NOW 

Here are prices everyone should check. . . 
this week’s hottest Dixons Deals! 

Remember, we’ve many more in-store. 
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there could be a common fail- 
ure of design at other plants. 
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The final count in local elections and London’s referendum 


THE CAPITAL’S DECISION 


BARKING & DAGENHAM: Yes 
20534 (73.49%) No 7/506 (2651%) 
Electorate 1 12,759; Turnout 27,940 
(24.78%) 

BARNET: Yes 55,487 (69.62%) No 
X210 (3038%) Electorate 225,608; 
Turnout 79,697 (3533%) 
BEXLEY: Yes 36527 (6338%) No 
21595 (36.72%) Efcxtorale 16634& 
Turnout 57,722 (34.72%) 

BRENT: Yes 47309 (7838%) No 
13,050 (2152%) Electorate 168317; 
Turnout 60359 (35.75%) 
BROMLEY- Yes 51,410 (57.08%) 
No 38.662 (42.92%) Electorate 
224309: Turnout 90,072 (40.16%) 
CAMDEN: Yes 36,007 (81.18%) 
No 8348 (18.82%) Electorate 
135373; Turnout 44355 (3234%) 
CITY OF LONDON: Yes 977 
(62.99%) No 574 (37.01%) Elec- 
torate 5,144: Turnout 1351 
(30.15%) 

CROYDON: Yes 53363 (64.72%) 
No 29368 (3538%) Electorate 
223316; Turnout 83331 (37.19%) 
EALING: Yes 52348 (76.49%) No 
16,092 (2331%) Electorate 208327: 
Turnout 68,440 (32.77%) 
ENFIELD: Yes 44397 (67.18%) 
No 21,639 (3232%) Electorate 
200326; Turnout 65336 (32.83%) 
GREENWICH: Yes 36,756 

(74.84%) No 12356 (25.16%) Elec- 
torate 151.510; Turnout 49.112 
(32.42%) 


HACKNEY Yes 31,956 (81.62%) No 
7,195 (1838%) Electorate 115 . 828 ; 
TUrnout 39,151 (3380%) 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM: Yes 
29,171 (77.94%) No 8355 (22 j 06%) 
Electorate 111320: TUrnout 37/426 
(3336%) 

HARINGEY Yes 36396 (83.76%) No 
7.038 (1634%) Electorate 145803; 
TUrnout 43334 (29.88%) 
HARROW: Yes 38,412 (6882%) No 
17,407 (31.18%) Electorate 154,973; 
Turnout 55819 (3682%) 
HAVERING: Yes 36390 (6047%) No 
23.788 (3933%) Hectorate 178,145; 
Turnout 60,178 (33.78%) 
HILLINGDON: Yes 38318 (63.10%) 
No 22323 (36.90%) Electorate 
177314; Turnout 61,041 (34.44%) 
HOUNSLOW. Yes 36,957 (74.64%) 
No 12354 (2536%) Electorate 
154.996; Turnout 49311 (3L94%) 
ISLINGTON: Yes 32826 (8135%) 
No 7,428 (18.45%) Electorate 
1 17887; Turnout 40354 (34.15%) 
KENSINGTON & CHELSEA: Yes 
20,064 (7032%) No 8,469 (29.68%) 
Electorate 102375: TUrnout 28333 
(27.90%) 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES; Yes 
28821 (6889%) No 13843 (3131%) 
Electorate 101313; TUrnout 41864 
(41.12%) 

LAMBETH: Yes 47391 (8180%) 
No 10344 (1830%) Electorate 
182842; TUrnout 57,935 (31.69%) 


LEWISHAM: Yes 40488 (78.42%) 
No 11,060 (21.58%) Electorate 
174890; TUrnout 5 L248 (2930%) 24 
MERTON Yes 35,418 (7230%) No 
13835 (2780%) Electorate 130827; 
Turnout 49,053 (3735%) 
NEWHAM: Yes 33,084 (8137%) No 
7375 (18.63%) Electorate 145,750; 
TUrnout 40,659 (27.90%) 
REDBRIDGE: Yes 42347 (70.16%) 
No 18.098 (29.84%) Electorate 
173,754; TUrnout 60.645 (3480%) 
RICHMOND-UPON-THAMES: Yes 
39415 (7080%) No 16,135 (2930%) 
Electorate 124,057; TUrnout 55350 
(4434%) 

SOUTHWARK: Yes 42,196 (80.70%) 
No 10,089 (1930%) Electorate 
159805; Tbxuout 52385 (32.70%) 
SUTTON: Yes 29,653 (6482%) No 
16891 (3548%) Electorate 130838; 
TUrnout 45,744 (34.94%) 

TOWER HAMLETS: Yes 32,630 
(7731%) No 9,467 (22.49%) Elec- 
torate 123.060; TUrnout 42,097 
(3431%) 

WALTHAM FOREST. Yes 38344 
(73.13%) No 14,090 (2687%) Elec- 
torate 156,172; Turnout 52,434 
(3337%) 

WANDSWORTH: Yes 57.010 
(7432%) No 19,695 (25.68%) Elec- 
torate 198361; TUrnout. 76.705 
(3887%) 

WESTMINSTER: Yes 28.413 
(71.48%) No 11334 (2852%) Elec- 
torate 125,054; TUrnout 39,747 
(31.78%) 
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Counting up: Tony BUur greeting reports mitarid.No Wyeeterday after the tecai emotion and London mayor referendum r«ufta, 

METROPOLITAN AUTHORITIES 


BARNSLEY 
Lab, 63; Ind, 2; C, 1. 

Lab, No change 
BIRMINGHAM 

Lab. S3; C. 17; LD. 16; Others, 1. 

I Jiti , No «~hnng »i 

BOLTON 

Lab, 47; G 8: LD, S. 

T ■h | No 

BRADFORD 
Lab, 65; C, 1& LD. 7. 

Lab, No change 
BURY 

Lab, 39; C. 6: LD, 3. 

Lab, No change 

CALDERDALE 

Lab, 28; C. 13; LD, 12; tad. 1. 

Lab, No change 




COVENTRY 

Lab. 45; C. 7; Ind, I; Others, L 

Lab, No change 

DONCASTER 

Lab. 47; Ind, 7; LD, 6; C, 3. 

Lab. No change. 

DUDLEY 

Lab, 58; G 7; LD, 7. 

Lab, No change 

GATESHEAD 
Lab, 51; LD. 15. 

Lab, No change 

KIRKLEES „ 

Lab. 43; LD, 20; C 7; Green. 2. 

Lab, No change 
KNOWSLEY 
Lab, 65; LD. L 
Lab, No change 

LEEDS 

Lab, SO; LD, 9; C, 9; Green, 1. 

Lab, No change 
LIVERPOOL 

LD. 52; Lab. 39: Lib. 4; lad, 1; Others, 3 
LD, gain from NOC 
MANCHESTER 
Lab. 84; LD, 15. 

Lab, No c h ang e 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
Lab. 65: LD. 13. 

Lab, No change 


KEY TO THE POLLS 


Thursday 5 * local government elections covered 166 
English councils: 36 metropolitan authorities; 

10 unitary authorities; 88 shire district councils; 
and 32 London boroughs. 

* NOC=No overofl control 


OLDHAM 

Lab. 36; LD. 23; Ind. 1. 
lah, No change 
ROCHDALE 
Lab. 36; LD, 18; C, 6. 

Lab, No change 
ROTHERHAM 
Lah65;C.L 
Lab, No change 
SALFORD 
Lab. 57; LD, 3. 

Lab, No change 
SANDWELL 

Lab. 60: LD. 9; C. 2; fad. 1. 
i No 


SEFTON 

Lab. 31: LD. 23; C, 14; lad, l. 

NOC No change 

SHEFFIELD 

Lab. 50; LD. 36; CL 

Lab. No change 

SOLIHULL 

C. 20; Lah. 17; LD. 11: R. 3. 
NOC No change 
ST HELENS 
Lab. 42: LD, 10; C. 2. 

I «h, No change 

STOCKPORT 

LD. 30; Lab. 27; R.3:C1 

NOC No change 


SUNDERLAND 

Lab. 68; C. 4; LD, 2; Ub^.1. 

Lab, No change 
TAMESIDE ‘ ■' 

Lab, 49; Ind. 4; LD, 2; C. 2. ■ 

Lab, No change - . 

TRAFFORD : . 

Lab, 36; C.23; LD,4. 

.Lab, No cha nge. ... 

NORTH TYNESIDE \ 

Lab. 43; C , &. LD, 7; Ind, 2. ; 

Lab, No ebam 
SOUTH TYNESIDE 
Lab. 51; LD, 6; Others, 3. 

Lab, No change • 

W AKEF IELD 

-Lab. 59; C.2: VUe,l; 2nd, 1. . . 

Lab, No ebange 

WALSALL 

Lab. 30; C. 16; LD.&Ind, h Often, 7. 
NOC No change . 

WIGAN 

Lab,70;LD. 1; tad, L 
Lab. No change 
WERRAL 

Lab. 4LC, 16:12X8; Ind. L 
Lab, No change 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Lab/ 44; CL 14; LD, 2. 
lab, No change ... - 


NON-METROPOLITAN, OR SHIRE, AUTHORITIES 
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ADUR 

LD. 22; Lah, 10; C, 5; Ind, - 
LD, No change 
AMBER VALLEY 
Lab, 37; C, & 

Ijh, No 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
Lab, 23; C 1 1; Others, 4. 

Lab, No change 

BASILDON 

Lab, 23; LD. 13: C. 6. 

Lab, No change 

BASINGSTOKE & DEANE 
C. 25; Lab, 15; LD. 13: tad, 4. 

NOC No change 
BASSETLAW 

Lab. 35; C 8; tad, 3; LD. 5: Others, L 
lah. No change 

BEDFORD 

Lab. 22; LD. 15; C, 9; fad, 7. 

NOC No change 
SOUTH BEDFORDSHIRE 
Lab, 21; LD. 16: C. 13; fad. 3. 

NOC No change 

BRENTWOOD 

LD, 25; C. 11; Lab, 2; Lib. L 

LD. No change 

BROAD LAND 

C. 21; Lab. 16; LD,8;lnd,4. 

NOC No change 
BROXBOURNE 
C.31; Lab. 11. 

C, No ebange 
BURNLEY 

Lab, 31; LD, 9; tad. 6; C, 2. 

Lab, No change 
CAMBRIDGE 
Lab, 21; ID, 18; C. 3. 

Lab, lose to NOC 
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
Ind, 18; C. 15; LD, 13; Lab, 9. 

NOC No change 
CANNOCK CHASE 
Lab. 39; LD. 3. 

Lab, No ebange 
CARLISLE 

Lab.33;C 14; LD. 3; Others, L 
1 J»H, No rlirmg r 

CHELTENHAM 

LD, 27; C. 9; VUc, U Others, 4. 

LD, No change 
CHEKWKLL 

Lab. 24; C, 17; LD, 7; Ind, 4. 

NOC No change 
CHESTER 

Lab. 26; LD. 17; C, 15; Ind, 2. 

NOC No change 
CHORLEY 

Lab, 33; LD. 7: C, 6; fad, 2. 

Lab, No change 
COLCHESTER 
LD, 27; Lab, 17; C. 15; R, 1. 

LD, lose to NOC 

CONGLETON 

LD, 26; Lab, 11; C. 7; Ind, 1. 

LD No change 


CRAVEN 

LD. 13; C 13; Lab. 4; tad. 4. 

LD. lose to NOC 

CRAWLEY 

Lab, Z7; C, 3; LD, 2. 

Lah, No change 

CREWE & NANTWICH 
Lab, 37; C 15; LD. 4; tad, 1. 
i »h No change 
DA\ r ENTRY 

C. 17: Lab, 13; LD, 3: tad. 2. 

NOC So chaise 
EASTBOURNE 
LD, IS; C, 12. 

LD, No ebange 
EASTLEIGH 
LD, 29; Lah. 8; C, 7. 
i No | *n | y 

ELLESMERE PORT & NESTON 
Lab, 36; C 5. 

lah, No rinnp 

ELMBRIDGE - 

C. 23; R, 21; LD. 8. Lab. 7; tad. 1. 

NOC No change 

EPPING FOREST 

La* 17; LD, 15: C. 15; R. 9; fad. 3. 

NOC No change 

EXETER 

Lab. 22; LD. &. Lib. 3; C, 3. 

lab, No change 
FAREHAM 

LD, 16; C. 14; Lab. 8; Others. 4. 
NOC No ebange 
GLOUCESTER 
Lab, 25: LD, &C6, 

Lab, No change 
GOSPORT 

Lab. 10; C, 9; LD, 3; Others, 8. 

NOC No change 
GREAT YARMOUTH 
Lab. 36: C 12. 

Lab. No ebange 

HARLOW 

Lab. 38; LD. 3; Cl. 

Lab, No change 

HARROGATE 

LD, 40; C 14: Lab, 4; tad, 1. 

LD, No change 
HART 

LD, 15; C 14; Ind, 6. 

NOC No change 

HASTINGS 

Lab, 18; LD, 13; C, I. 

Lab, contra] new cooncfl 
HAVANT 

LD, 14; C 14; Lab. 8; tad. >, Otbens. 3. 
NOC No change 
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE 
Lab, 26; C 17; LD, 6: tad, 1. 

Lab, No change 
HERTSMERE 
Lab, 22; C, 1 1; LD, 6. 

Lab, No change 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE 
C 34; LD, 14; Lab, 3; Ind, 2. 

C No change 


HYNDBURN 
Lab. 35; C 12: 

Lab, No change 
IPSWICH 
Lab. 40; C, 8. 

Lab. No diange 

SOUTH LAKELAND 

LD. 20; C. 13; Lab. 10: tad, 9. 

NOC No ebange 

WEST LANCASHIRE 

Lab. 32; C, 20; tad. 2; Others. 1. 

lab. No diange 

LINCOLN 

Lab, 28; VUc; 1; C. 1; Others. 3. 

Lah. No change 
WEST LINDSEY - . 

LD, IS: tad. 9; Lab, 5; C. 4; Others, I. 
LD, lose to NOC 
MACCLESFIELD 
C. 37; LD. 10; Lab, 10; R. 3. 

C; No change 
MAIDSTONE 

LD, 21; Lob, 16; C. 13; tad. 5. ■ 

NOC No change 

MOUE VALLEY 

LD, 16; C, 14; tad, 9; Lab, 1 

NOCNo change 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-IYME 

Lab. 42; LD. 9; C, 5. 

Lab, No ebange 
NORWICH 
Lab, 35; LD, 13. 

Lab, No change 
NUNEATON & BEDWORTH 
Lab. 41; C, 4. 

Lab. No change 
OXFORD 

Lab. 33; LD, 14; Green, 4. 
lab. No change 
WEST OXFORDSHIRE 
C 14; tad, 13; LD. 12; Lab, 1U 
NOC No change 
PENDLE 

LD, 29: Lah, 18; C, 3; tad, 1. 

LD, No change 
PENWTTH 

LD, 12: tad, 7; C, 7; Lab. 6; Others, 2. 

NOC No change 

PRESTON 

Lab. 30: C. U; LD, 13; Ind, 1. 

Lab. No diange 
PURBECK 

LD, 8; C, 6: tad, 5; Lab. 3. 

NOCNo change 

REDDITCH 

Lab, 23; G 4; LD, 2. 

Lab, No change 

REIGATE & BANSTEAD 

C, 19; Lab. 13; LD, tl; R, 5; tad, J. 

NOC No ebange 

ROCHFORD 

LD, 18; Lab, 12: C. 6: R, 3; tad, 1. 
ID. lose to NOC 
ROSSENDALE 
Lab, 25; C, II. 

Lab, No change 


RUGBY ^ . 

Lab. 22; C, 12; R. 5; LD. 5: tad, 4. 
NOC No diange 
RUNNYMEDE 

C, 23; Lab, 12; tad. 5; LD, U R, L 
C, gain from NOC 
RUSHMOOR ... 

C, 17;XD, 14; Lab. 14. - 

NOC No change 

SHREWSBURY & ATCHAM 
Lab, 21; LD, 12; C, 11; tad, L 
NOC No change 
ST ALBANS 
LD, 30; Lab,. 16; C, lli 
LD, No-change 
STEVENAGE . . ... 

Labi 37; LD, 2. 

uh, No change 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON 

LD. 24: C. 1 8: Ind, 6; Lab. 5: Others, 2 

NOC No change 

STROUD 

-Lab. 26; C, lO;LD r 9; tad, 6: Green, 4. 
NOC No change 
SWALE 

LD. 22; Lab. 19,C7;Ind.I. 

NOC No change 
TAMWORTH 
Lab, 2S; C, l; tad. 1. 

Lab, No change 

TANDRIDGE 

LD, 18; C, 17: Lab, 7. 

NOC No change 
THREE RIVERS 
LD, 23; C, 17; Lab, 8. 

NOC No change 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
CZ7; LD. 12; Lab. 7; Ind, 2. 

C, gain from NOC 
WATFORD 
Lab, 21; LD.8;C7. 
lab, No change 
WAVENEY- 

Lab. 41; C, 3; LD, 2; tad, 2. 

Lab, No change 
WELWYN HATFIELD 
Lab, 27; C, 20. 

Lab, No diange 
WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND 
Lab, 16; LD, 13; tad. 4; R, 2. 

NOC No change 
WINCHESTER 
LD, 37; C, 10; Lah, 4; tad. 4. 

LD, No change 
WOKING 

LD, 16; C 11; Lab, 7; tad, I. . 

LD, Jose to NOC 

WORCESTER 

Lab. 22; C, 10; LD, 2; tad, 2. 

Lab, No change 
WORTHING 
LD, 21; C, 15. 

LD, No change ... 

WYRE FOREST 

Lab, 28; IX). 6: C, 4; Lib, 3; fad, L 
Lab, No change 


UNITARY AUTHORITIES 
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BRISTOL 

Lab. 43; LD, 17; C. 7; Vbc, l. 
Lab, No change 
DERBY 

Lab. 37: C. 4: LD. 3. 

Lab, No ebange 
HARTLEPOOL 
Lab, 33; LD, 8; C. 5; tad, I. 


Lab, No change 
ISLE OF WIGHT 

LD. 16; C. 15; Ind. 11; Lab, 4; Others, 2. 
LD. lose to NOC 
KINGSTON -UPON-HULL 

Lab, 53; LD. 4; tad, 2; CL 
Lab, No ebange 


MILTON KEYNES 
Lab, 27; LD, 19; C, 4; tad, L 
Lah, No change 
PORTSMOUTH 
Lab, 21; LD, 10; CK 
Lab, No change 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Lab, 28; LD, 14; C, 3. 


Lab, No ebange 

STOKE-ON-TRENT 

Lab, 55; LD, 3; C 1; Otfaert.1. 

Lab, No change 

SWINDON 

Lnb, 40; U3, 9; C 5. 

Lab, No change 
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Blair set 
to turn 

screw on 
old Labour 


BjrftwW Walker 

A SPECTACULAR Labour 
win yesterday in Harrow after a 

late count confirmed a marked 
suburban shift in its council 
strength paralleling its parlia- 
mentary gains at the last elec- 
tion. 

Labour leaders arc already 
using Thursday's election re- 
sults to increase the pressure on 
“old" Labour councillor to 
shape up to the BJairice agen- 
da or to face de-selection. 

Tony Blair himself talked of 
receiving a “message from the 
electorate” that “good dynam- 
ic new Labour councils” were 
appreciated, leaving unspoken 
the thought that in Liverpool 
and Sheffield, where Labour 
lost heavily, old Labour de- 
served to lose. 

Labour ministers will now 
review the “best value” pro- 
gramme for councils by which 
the Government hopes to con- 


vince voters it is as serious as 
the Tbries were about efficien- 
cy in the town halls while end- 
ing compulsory competitive 
tendering of local services. 

However, the voters’ will- 
ingness to punish sleaze and 
poor performance was shown 
to be limited. Labour lost only 
three seats in Doncaster, where 
a police investigation is still go- 
ing on and only four seats in 
Hull, where allegations of cor- 
ruption have been flying amid 
evidence of chronic under-per- 
formance in the city’s schools. 

Official Tbiy satisfaction at 
gaining some 250 seats over 
their 1994 score was denied 
when in another late result, the 
party lost control of previous- 
ly rock-solid Bromley in south 
London. Though Tbries re- 
main the laigest party, the Lib- 
eral Democrats are likely to 
take power with Labour sup- 
port. 

Bromley - which in the ear- 



ly 1980s led the legal chal- 
lenge to the Greater London 
Council led by Ken Living- 
stone - also registered, at 42 per 
cent, the most opposition to the 
Government’s plan to give the 
capital an elected mayor. En- 
thusiasm for the scheme - if 
that is the right word to char- 


acterise an average turn out of 
a third of registered electors - 
was noticeably higher in inner 
London than in suburbia. Sev- 
enty two per cent voted in 
favour, with 28 percent against 
In Liverpool, where the Lib- 
eral Democrats gained JO seats 
to take overall control, there is 


now likely to be a concerted ef- 
fort by Labour officials to re- 
form party procedures. One of 
the first tasks confronting the 
Liberal Democrats will be to re- 
consider putting city services 
out to private contract - some- 
thing strenuously resisted by 
Labour. Liverpool’s residents. 


who are charged the highest 
rate of council tax in the coun- 
try, face a period of industrial 
action by municipal employees. 

The overall result does not 
much change the geography of 
local politics, with Labour re- 
maining solidly in control of the 
Local Government Associa- 


tion, based on its strength in 
London and the cities. 

In the capital. Labour lost 
control in Haiingdon but gained 
an overall majority in Brent, 
W&Jiham Rarest and in Lamheth, 

where it appears to have con- 
vinced electors that old Labour 
inefficiency is a thing of the past 


Ringing endorsement john 
Prescott celebrating 
Labour's successes in the 
capital with the Town Crier 
of London, Peter Moore 
Photograph: Rebecca Naden 


The party did well in impreg- 
nable boroughs such as Green- 
wich and Hammersmith, and 
also in areas once considered 
prims Ibry territory, including 
Ealing, Enfield and Croydon. 

The Liberal Democrats, de- 
spite aggregate losses totalling 
just over 100 seats, remain the 
second strongest local govern- 
ment party - able to lose sig- 
nificant seats in places such as 
Cheltenham, Worthing and 
Eastbourne but still stay in 
charge. The party did, howev- 
er. lose control in former 
strongholds, in Kingston upon 
Thames and the Isle of Wight 
-where the Tories picked up 9 
seats - and saw several of its 
other authorities move to a po- 
sition where no single party has 
a commanding majority. 

The Tbries gained seats in no 
set pattern, taking overall con- 
trol in Runnymede and Tun- 
bridge Wells, and picking up 
odd seats in Birmingham, 
Wolverhampton, Bristol, 
Portsmouth and Bradford. 

The flagship London bor- 
oughs did the party proud, reg- 
istering a number of extra seats. 
In Wandsworth, where council 
tax was cut last month, the vot- 
ers gave the Conservative ma- 
jority five extra seats. 


Women's Coalition 
* urge Irish ‘yes' vote 


..O 


By Kim Sengupta 

in Belfest 


THE Northern Ireland Women’s 
Coatition yesterday made an im- 
passioned plea for a “yes'* vote 
in the coming referendum, and 
also announced its intention to 
field candidates in the subsequent 
elections for a new Assembly. 

The non-Sectarian group, 
founded two years ago by two 
women - one Catholic, one 
Protestant - went on to achieve 
international acclaim for its 
role in the peace talks, with Sen- 
ator George Milcbeflsayingthe 
agreement would not have been 
possible without them. 

The co-founders of the 
Coalition, Monica McWQIiams, 
a social scientist, and Pearl 
Sagar, a social worker, are ex-, 
pected to be among the candi- 
dates who will stand at the 
election due to be held follow- 
ing the referendum on 22 May. 

Many observers expected 
the group would be wound up 
after the Stormont accord was 
reached. Instead, it has doubled 


its membership to 500, with 
support in creasing by the day. 

However, entering the po- 
litical arena has led to problems. 
Yesterday, the movement’s 
headquarters received a stream 
of insulting and sexist telephone 
calls from detractors stating the 
women should know their {dace. 

More importantly, it faces 
serious financial problems. The 
organisation had received a 
grant in the past from a trust for 
its work in the education and 
empowerment of women. But 
electoral laws prohibit receiv- 
ing such aid for political work. 
■ TWo men were the victims of 
p unishm ent shootings in 
Belfast. At around 1030 on 
Thursday evening a 26-year-old 
m an was abducted at a Loyal- 
ist area in the north of the City 
and shot in the right leg. An 
hour later a 38-year-old man 
was shot on both knees and 
both ankles in Republican 'West 
Belfast. Both the men were yes- 
terday recovering in hospital, 
and police sources blamed 
paramilitaries for the shootings. 


Introducing the 
UK’s smallest 
ever pager. 


MOTOROLA 


liii 






►V- 


K;- . 

<.V: .-?• 


. „ owns* 77re Link, Dixons, Curry's Superstores, 

■ Stoes, «f other PageOnt 

jots, tews authoriseddm}BfS , 

For further information FhseCall 0500 505 5 ( 

Or visit our ? 




BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 



TELEPHONES 


SAVE 


AUDIOLINE 

TOaphone 

■ RacaR button. 

■ Lastnunber 


Model EUR0 1. 
was £1199. 



5 



SAVE 

WITH ORANGE 


DIGITAL 
CORDLESS PHONE 




SAISHO 

2-fleos Phone 
■ last number ndA 
■W)S mountable. 
Model 211. 


cf-Tf 


sy?:(?e 


orange 


>v c 


Digital Cordless Phone 
■ Digital speech quality. 

■ 10 number memory. 

■ Paging facility 
■ Urn number redial 

Model DIVERSE 1010. 
In-store ftire £139.99. 


r129 


ANSWERING 

MACHINE 


TELEPHONE/ 
ANSWERING MACHINE 



-30 






V>\' 




jr 

ip 

■ tieao 




^TALKAHEAD’ 

All-in-One Digital Mobile 
Phone Package 

■ Up to 150 minutes talktime/ 
40 hours standby time. 

■ Up to 190 name and 
number memory. 

■ Fax and data compatible. 

■ Supports caller ID - see who 
b calling before you answer. 

\\ Model MOTOROLA MR30. 






talk 




CURRYS PRICE 




- * 

V. 


V - N 


s 


. 12 - 


SAVE 


£ 30.99 


‘TALKAHEAD’ ANNUAL 
PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


• 12 MONTHS LINE RENTAL 


• CONNECTION REE 


• IS MINUTES OF FH££ CALLS 
EVERY MONTH 


'wfcabStt 


•Vi 


c 


0 - 


£, 


r ^ 10 
u 

CORDLESS 
TELEPHONE 



u 1 


Q .. 


‘JUST TALK’ ▲ 

Pre-Pay Digital Mobile Phone Package 


* 


... 


■ Up to 250 minutes talktimef 
75 hours standby time. 

■90 name and number memory. 
■Supports caller identification 
- see who is calling before 
you answer. § 

Model MOTOROLA MR201. f 
Was £14999. . * 


CURRYS PRICE 


£129 


‘JUST TALK 1 

The easiest way to own a mobile, 
paying for calls in advance 


• 'JUSTTALIC VOUCHERS AVAILABLE IN-STORE 


•Mi'jusTTwtmiumwm&XHattnB 

OF CALLS (offer ends 31st jdy iSM) 


• NO CONTRACT TO SKN 


• NO MONTHLY finis’ 


lb say a arntwi * minimum of 117.63 hai to be oednad 
to your mount awr y 6 months 


.h '<- v* 




~ ; Cun*yS 

ym » 

A; J* * ■"-= - 


Currys 






We offer a superb chow of the latest phones and 
communications equipment. Our range of mobiles 
ewers tariffs from tha major networks to meet every 
need, whether you make calls sray day or pat want 
to nay m touch, 


Currys 


.a i i J ’ m k . i ' 








Open Sundays and Up to 8pm Monday-Saturfay. 


, r - -I • J ft 4 L 1 * ■ i'I« 


Up to 5 yen expert sevfot support when you 
buy a Mastereare Gowerplan Service AgrtWrtnt 








WATCH OUT FOR OUR VOUCHER SPECIALS! 


flg«wW u Xhg o fa5 . BracdiUM 


ny tinysjne todstai jpunfeant One wuchar nmg perpurittM. Same wuctar dhn ■■■, atari* 

HlBRYl These wwaiierpkBwM only umaWtdnes^ 13 th ltay 19 MupitBath«nm Mtu Mri. 
















THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 9 MAY 1^98 

10 


10/NEWS 




Palace drops hint that chaplain should resign 


5 Bi 



By Clare Gamer 
and Anthony Bevins 


James: Got frosty response 


CANON Eric James, an Extra 
Chaplain to the Queen, yes- 
terday stood by his controver- 
sial remarks about the merits of 
an elected head of state, despite 
a frosty response from Buck- 
ingham Palace. 

The Palace - which had 
been attacked for “toadying 


sycophancy" by the outspoken 
canon - delivered a most un- 
subtle hint that die Extra Chap- 
lain’s resignation might be in 
order. Certainly, if offered, h 
appeared that it would be ac- 
cepted with grateful alacrity. 

A Palace spokesman com- 
mented on Canon James’s de- 
claration that it was time “for 
a profound reflection upon, 
and reconsideration of, the 


role of the monarch”, with the 
statement; “How he reconciles 
these comments with bis posi- 
tion as Extra Chaplain to the 
Queen is a matter for him." 

But -Canon James said yes- 
terday that he had no intention 
of resigning from his post. “I 
want to agree that it’s my own 
affair ," he said. “I stand by all 
Fve said. We shall wait and see 
for a little while.” ' 


Canon James was a fully- 
fledged chaplain to the Queen 
between 1984 and 1995, when 
he reached the age of 70 and 
mewed on to being an Extra 
Ch a plain. He now preaches 
once a year at one of the royal 
chapels, . most often in St 
James's Palace. 

Most years he Is invited to 
go on a “jolly” at Holyrood or 
Sandringham. 


Yesterday, republicans wel- 
comed the canon’s remarks, 
particularly given -ihe. feet that 
they come from a member of 
the royal establishment. They 
hailed him as the first insider 
to break ranks. 

But the equally outspoken 
Ann Widdecombe, the former 
Tbiy Minister who left the 
Church of England for the 
Roman Catholic church, said 


: ^esterdaylhatthecanau should 
mind his own business. . 

“It’s a pity that Canon Eric 
James doesn’t confine himself 
to spiritual matters,” she told. 
The Independent. 

“That he should waste such 

ffma on bis theory of running 

the reahninstead of getting on, 
spreading the gospel, which is 
what he’s supposed to do, is a 
good example of how the 


Church of England has lost hSi 
way." - ' ■ r : 

Miss VHddecombe sard that; 
while women priests ha dticch 

the final straw fctr her dgwitare . 

from the Church of Engfeg«% J 
“there had been , 

of straw before thai,»SHerO£ 
which was tbis'sojrt'pf .tjrag- 
failur e to copomfrate On Pie ' 


to interfere in politics. 1 


The ‘heredity 
lottery’ that 
produces 
our monarchs 




S'--'-’ 

r-'ZriJ '•Mi-rtC 
-= * ^ 



ONE year into Cool Britannia, 
can it be that a revolution is be- 
ginning to happen after all? A 
speech this week about the 
Monarchy, amplified in an ar- 
ticle in yesterday’s Independent , 
certainly indicates a mood shift 
in unexpected circles. 

Canon Eric James, who de- 
livered a lecture in Westminster 
Abbey on Thursday obscurely 
entitled “Spirituality, Shake- 
speare and Royalty", is a mem- 
ber of the exclusive club of 
former royal chaplains, a breed 
not given to iconodasm. The 
Canon gave no quarter. But 
does what be said stand up? 
Once, such a peroration would 
have been dismissed as maver- 
ick. But times have changed. 

In any case, much of what he 
said rang true. Because of the 
mass media, be pointed ouL psy- 
chological pressures on royalty 
- especially on Diana, and now 
on her children — have become 
so intolerable that a normal 
emotional life is virtually im- 
possible. Yet heirs and heiress- 
es are given no choice about their 
“vocation”. Heredity is a “lot- 
tery”: there is no guarantee that 
any particular monarch will be 
up to flie job. Meanwhile the 
“defender of the faith" role of 
the monarchy in a post-Anglican 
society needs re-examining. 


Electing heirs to the 
throne might be 
good for democracy, 
writes Ben Rmlott 



■« 

% 
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Popular nioreanch: The ~ 
Queen meets residents of 
Poundbury ln l)oi *t ! 
whose homes are built on 
land belonging to the - \ ; 
'Duchy of Cornwall •• •• 


anomalous in a society in-. 


mocratic principles- • : 

So perhaps James’s wtinfe 
shouldn’t be dismissed. The 
Canon is surely right to aijr that 
dxficatkm*ould be regarded as 
an honourable choice. Could 
be be right in thinking that 

the Monarchy would be sbttigfhr 
ened, not weakened, by a for- 


With some of this, it is bard 
not to agree. Nobody apart 
from tabloid editors would 
quarrel about the pressures. 
Nor are they new: the great con- 
stitutionalist Walter Bagehot 
made a similar point in the last 
century, when he argued that a 
Prince of Wales could be ex- 
pected to be worse behaved 
than other people, because of 
the exceptional temptations of 
his position. Nor would many 
(apart from bishops, with bums 
on House of Lords seats) de- 
fend the exclusive relationship 
between a minority sect - the 
Church of England - and the 
head of state. 

It was not these points, how- 
ever, that excited the press, 
but a single sentence in the mid- 
dle of the sermon. “In England, 
until 1213 ” declared the cler- 
ic, “the monarch was elected. 
Maybe the time is returning for 
election to the task and role.” 

Fingers tapped, cyberspace 
hummed. WelL why not? If we 





are going to elect Scottish, Wash 
and Northern Irish assemblies, 
and a London mayor; if we are 
to have plebiscites on everything 
from kxal government to the fu- 
ture of our currency - why not 
go the whole hog? Above all - 
to paraphrase the Canon - it is 
surely illogical to abolish the 
hereditary principle of Lords, 
and not re-consider it in relation 
to heads of state. 

However, the cases are not 
quite the same. The House of 
Lords is a law-making - or at 
any rate law-initiating, law- 
amending, and law-delaying — 
body. The Monarchy, by con- 
trast, has become almost en- 


tirely symbolic. There is also an 
additional difference. Being 
hereditary is neither a defining 
quality of a second chamber, nor 
a necessary one. It is, however, 
both a defining and necessary 
feature of a monarchy. 

Cann3y, Canon James Jinks 
his idea to ancient tradition. The 
comparison is false. In Saxon 
and Norman times, though suc- 
cessions were often disputed, 
the eldest son had a prima fa- 
de right, and -where there was 
a tussle - candidates were re- 
stricted to a tiny gene pooL Suc- 
ceeding kings were not elected 
by the populace, but “ac- 
claimed”. Thus, when a new 


ruler presented himself in the 
capital, citizens of London 
would roar their approval - a rit- 
ual maintain ed in the modern 

Coronation Service, which ends 
with the congregation shouting 
“May the Queen (or King) live 
for ever!" But those who had 
the power to affect a succession 
were powerful barons, not vil- 
1 ains-in -th e -stree L Today the 
idea of business moguls (or 
ministers) making the decision 
wouldn't go down well 

Neither would a fight be- 
tween the supporters of rival 
royals in the hustings. The 
prospect of fans of the Prince's 
Trust versus backers of the Save 


the Children Ftind doesn’t 
sound promising. There is the 
option of a completely open 
contest for Buckingham Palace, 
in which anybody could stand ei- 
ther for a fixed-term occupan- 
cy, or as Manarch-for-life. The 
latter system, however, would 
entrench oni-of-touch geron- 
tocrats, while the former 
amounts to settling irp a re- 
public. That is one option, bnt 
h shouldn't be confused with re- 
forming the Monarchy. 

For if the institution has 
any point (and most people still 
think it has) it is in proriding a 
Head of State who - though 
subject to regrettable psycho- 


logical pressnres- is not subject 
to everyday political ones. A 
King or Queen who had to wor- 
ry about re-election would be a 
president by a different name. 

Arad yet ... There is in the 
minds of many middle-of-the- 
road pro-Monarchy people a 
sense of unease about current 
arrangements: The system . Is. 
certainly a lottery -it always has 
been. Indeed, it is the arbi- 
trariness of heredity as a guid-. 
ing principle that makes it 
tolerable. Nevertheless, the no- 
tion of elevating an individual 
to supreme formal authority, 
without any involvement by ti»e . 
public, maybe regarded ^as. 


at the beginning of areign? 

Arguably, the referetidiim ~ 
an instrument fiberaUy used 
for other purposes - cook! be 
employed following, a. -royal 
death to test mad reinforce the 
Monarchy’s legitimacy. Ar pre- 
sent, the throne passes from in- 
cumbent to heir at the moment 
of decease. But what it hypo- 
theticafo, tig borer heiress was 
judged by arnajorftyoftbe putv 
- Ikto beimscrit^fe? fo naodern 
conditions, the lackof any op- . 
porturaty to voice dissent could 
seriouslyunderminetbeviabil- 
ity of tire system. On the otter 
hand, anopenyqleoirthe suc- 
cession would encourage a 
healthy civic debate. 

The beginnings of new. 
reigns are . almost always the 
lime. when, the Monarchy is 
most popular - nostalgia and 
' hope tend to mingle, in a roy- 
alist cocktaiL So the risk to a 
new incumbent would be small, 
unless of bourse, there was a se- 
. riausproblerrcTbus, medieval 
■royalty may have relevance af- 
1 ter aQ: a revived version of 
popular acdamationcould tie 
the Manarchy even more se- 
curely into our democracy. 
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Our Instant Gold Savings Account 
gives you high interest and instant access. 

Things are looking up. 


If you’re looking for high interest and instant access look no further than our new Instant 
Gold Savings Account. 

ft’s an account that gives you instant access to your money as often as you want with 
no toss of interest And because it’s branch based, with access to Britain’s largest banking 
network, instant access truly means instant access. 

Couple this with a high interest rate of up to 6% gross p.a.* and you’ll soon be able to 
see your savings soar. 

So, if you've got £2,500 or more to invest call freephone 0500 758 400 or jus, ft, 
coupon off to us without delay. y 
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Birmingham: 
what the 
G8 summit 
wives really 
need to see 

Kate Watson-Smyth offers visitors an 
alternative guide to Britain’s second city 


port of call: A view of the waterway at Brindley Place In 
the centre of Birmingham- The dty plans to fly the flags 
for visitors to the Eurovision Song Contest tonight and 
the G8 summit next -weekend Photographs: Newsteam 


THINK of Birmingham an d 
images of dark and dirty places 
spring to mind — the car plants 
Spaghetti Junction, the HP 
sauce building and the infa- 
mous Bull Ring shopping cen- 
tre. Perhaps more recent 
visitors will remember that 
Birmingham invented the baiti 
curry, a Kashmiri stew served 
in a small metal wok and 
mopped up with nan bread 
instead of cutlery. 

Today, Birmi ngham begins 
its attempt to recreate itself as 
a hip and happening European 
city when it hosts tbe Eurovision 
Song Contest. Its crowning 
moment will be the following 


weekend when it welcomes the 
heads of government 

Not for them the run-down 
streets of the bald belt, or the 
rag market. Messrs Clinton, 
Chirac, Yeltsin et al will be 
steered away from them in 
favour of the redecorated 
Council House in Victoria 
Square and the rarefied at- 
mosphere of the Botanical 
Gardens. Instead the proud 
burghers of Birmingham Gty 
Council have planned an itin- 
erary to show the world’s lead- 
ers what they consider lobe the 
highlights of the dty. 

First there will be a recep- 
tion at the Council House, 



complete with refurbished 
banqueting suite, and a work- 
ing dinner at the Edwardian 
Tea Rooms in the city’s 
Museum and Art Gallery. 

Meanwhile, Mrs Blair (the 
QC Ms Cherie Booth quite def- 
initely forgotten for the day) 
will take the wives to the Left 


Bank restaurant, where they 
will dine on such delicacies as 
saddle of venison and a dish go- 
ing by the curious Ffanglais 
name of “assiette of fishes". 

The next night H will be din- 
ner at the Botanical Gardens 
in Edgbaston, followed by con- 
cert s at the Symphony Hall and 


Cannon HiU Park- where the 
highlight of the evening will be 
that popular musical icon 
Lionel Ritchie supported by 
All Saints and 911. 

On Sunday morning, while 
the final G8 session takes 
place, the wives will watch the 
start of a fun-run before 


returning to the Council 
House for a baiti brunch. 

It’s a tour designed to keep 
the power players and their 
spouses firmly within a small 
section of the city centre which 
has been renovated over the 
years. Apart from a few stat- 
ues, there is no reminder of 


Birmingham's industrial past 
So in an effort to correct that 
anomaly. The Independent pre- 
sents its own, slightly 
irreverent, guide to the city. 

First stop: a traditional pub 
for a pint of the local brew, 
Anselis Mild. First produced in 
Aston in 1857, Anselis gives a 
true taste of die dty and de- 
mands for a “point of moild’’ 
can be heard all round the 
Midlands. The Prince of Whies, 
in Cambridge Street, is one 
such pub, although Anselis 
has been temporarily taken off 
the menu in favour of eight 
beers brewed specialty for the 
summit. Instead, for one week- 
end only, customers win be able 
to sup ProdTs Prize Ale, or a 
pint of Kohl’s Quencher. 

After a few pints, tbe visi- 
tor will be realty to eat What 
better than the Midlands' own 
dish of faggots and peas. 

No visit to Birmingham 
would be complete without a 
trip to tbe Sdence Museum 
chronicling the city’s industri- 
al past The visiting heads of 
government will have to return 
for a trip there: it is dosed un- 


til 2001 while a new site is built 

Nor will they enjoy the full 
benefit of the Symphony Halt 
Bad timing means that the City 
of Birmingham Symphony Or- 
chestra, concluded by Sir Simon 
Rattle, is out of town on tour 
next week. The best Birming- 
ham can come up with instead 
is middle-of-the-road pop. 

We suggest that delegates 
should have been given time to 
stroll along Gas Street Basin 
by the side of the canal and hop 
on a barge for a leisurely trip 
round the dty’s waterways. 
Brummies never fail to point 
out that their dty has more 
miles of canal than Venice. 

There is onty one place to 
go for dinner - the city's bald 
belt. The best restaurants are 
in Sparkbrook and it’s a case 
of bring your own beer. 

But sadly for the heads of 
government, they will see none 
of that. Once they have 
departed, Birmingham wflj be 
left with just the smell of fresh 
paint and beds of wilting flow- 
ers in the city centre to remind 
them of the time the world 
came to visit 


Call for resignation 
in blood-supply crisis 


By Louise Jury 


THE National Blood Authori- 
ty faced calls for the resignation 
of its chief executive yesterday 
as restrictions on blood supplies 
were introduced. 

Blood stocks in London and 
the South-east have sunk so low 
that even supplies of the most 
common blood group, O-posi- 
tive, are being limited to iden- 
tified patients only. Hospitals 
are being asked not to keep 
their normal reserves. But there 
are serious shortages across 
the whole country. Both A and 
O blood groups have been re- 
stricted by up to 20 per cent in 
recent weeks. 

The latest blood crisis comes 
a month after a damning report 
on tbe National Blood Au- 
thority. Rank Dobson, the Sec- 
retary of State for Health, 
sacked its chairman. Sir Colin 


Walker, when he refused to re- 
sign over the criticisms. 

Yesterday, Liberal Democ- 
rat MP Dr Evan Harris said that 
John Adey, the NBA's chief ex- 
ecutive, should go too. Mr Adey 
was in charge of implementing 
reforms demanded by tbe last 
government. A majority of lo- 
cally managed blood testing 
and processing centres were 
downgraded and a structure of 
three centrally managed 
“rones" put in their place. 

Dr Harris said the old system 
should be restored. ‘'There is an 
urgent need for the Govern- 
ment to take action. They 
should restore the autonomy of 
local centres and the confi- 
dence of donors." 

Figures obtained tty The In- 
dependent show total blood 
stocks this week were signifi- 
cantly below figures considered 
acceptable minim um s. On 


Thursday, for example, there 
were Z504 units of O-positive 
compared with a desirable lim- 
it of 3^00. The situation was par 
ticularty acute in London and 
the South-east where there were 
just 639 units of O-positive. 

In a letter to haematologists 
and blood bank staff, Stuart 
Fenny, head of hospital services, 
said: **Stocks of group O blood 
have fallen to a level where we 
now have to restrict orders to 
those for identified patients 
only, ie please order onty what 
you need for planned transfu- 
sions and emergency stock 
rather than maintaining your 
usual routine stock of group O." 

Jane Ellison, the Unison 
health union secretary for the 
north-west NBA, said: “Rank 
Dobscras^ be is monitoring the 
situation, but we want to know 
who is doing the monitoring. Is 
the NBA policing itsdfT 
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...then act now! These advanced [ b* 
Advent PCs have been reduced 
in price to bring you 


1 YEAR’S 


FREE ON SITE 


SERVICING 



FUTURE 


PROOF 


even better value 
for the latest 
technology. 

See how much you get for 
your money. Both feature the 

advanced Pentium*! 1 processor, 
massive memory and more than 
enough hard disk capacity to run 
the latest software. Compare the 
specification and multimedia 
features with other machines and discover how 
much more Advent offers for 
the price. You can order Advent 
direct or try before you buy at 
any PC World. 






INSTALLATION 


& START-UP 


▲ Advent 

266MHz 

Intel Pentium II Processor 


• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 512k Cache Memory 

• 8.6Gb UDMA HDD 

• Intel 440 LX Chipset 

• 32 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• 1 5" Digital Monitor 

• 50W Speakers 

• 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56Kbps Modem with Speakerphone 

• MS Windows 95 plus Lotus 
SmartSuite, Incoming 3D. Compton's 
Encyclopedia and more 

FREE 12 MONTHS ON-SITE SERVICE 
MODEL 8350. 

W5 INC VAT £146683£«9t33 £1 173.83. 



£899 

£ 1056.33 


▲ Advent 

333MHz 

Intel Pentium II Processor 


• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 512k Cache Memory 

• &6Gb UDMA HDD 

• Intel 440 LX Chipset 

• 32 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• 15" Digital Monitor 

• 50W Speakers 

• 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56Kbps Modem with Speakerphone 

• MS Windows 95 plus Lotus 
SmartSuite, Incoming 3D, Compton's 
Encyclopedia and more 

FREE 9 MONTHS ON-SITE SERVICE 
MODEL 8510. 

WAS INC VAT £1408.83. 


£1099 

£1291 .33 


TO ORDER DIRECT CALL FREEPHONE 0500 504030 
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French publishers 
fight court censors 


By John Lichfield 

m Paris 


SWINGEING penalties imposed 
by the French courts on two inves- 
tigative books have provoked an out- 
cry in France against judicial curbs 
on freedom of information. Ail the 
country's publishers are threatening 
to come together to reissue one of 
the books - an investigation of busi- 
ness corruption - in defiance of the 
courts. 

The publishers say that the un- 
paralleled fierceness of the court 
penalties would, if allowed to stand, 
make any form of challenging non- 
fiction economically suicidal in 
France. The controversy arises from 
legal challenges to two books, an in- 
vestigation of corruption in business 
tribunals written by a former police 
officer and an investigation of the 
murder of a member of parliament 
written by two journalists. 

In both cases the courts, in 
Brest and in Toulon, did not ban the 
entire book. They ordered the pub- 
lishers to remove several pages 
which were found to be libellous. 
What outraged the book industry 
was the simultaneous decision of 


the two courts. 600 miles part, to 
impose fierce fines on the publish- 
ers for every uncut copy found in 
th e shops. The fines were set at 
£10,000 a copy in Brest and £1,000 
a copy in Tbulon - many times the 
going rate for previous judgments 
of this kind. 

The fines applied instantly - an- 
other break with legal precedent - 
giving the publishers no time to with- 
draw copies from the shops. In both 
towns, the court bailiffs were im- 
mediately dispatched to tonr local 
book shops and seize offending 
copies. 

The Albin-Michel publishing 
house, which produced the book 
called the Mafia of the Business Tri- 
bunals by the former policeman An- 
toine Gaudino, faces fines of 
£580,000. The bailiffs seized 58 
copies of the book, at £10,000 a time. 
The head of the company, Francis 
Esmenard, said be would appeal but, 
if his company lost, “it will place our 
very existence in peril". 

The publishing trade federation, 
the Syndicat National de ('Edition, 
described the rulings as “exorbitant, 
disproportionate and prejudicial to 
freedom of expression". The feder- 


ation has protested to the govern- 
ment, which can in theory do noth- 
ing since the courts are independent. 
At a series of crisis meetings in the 
last two days, the chiefs of the lead- 
ing French publishing houses have 
decided to take on the judiciary head 
on if the appeals are lost later this 
month. 

All French publishers would 
agree to reissue Mr Gaudino's book 
in its entirety - challenging the 
courts to impose even more dra- 
conian penalties. The publishers 
say they accept that there may have 
been inaccurate or doubtful infor- 
mation in the two books (the other 
was called YannPiat, the Secret His- 
tory of an Assassination). But they ar- 
gue that the nature and scale of the 
penalties would make it economi- 
cally suicidal for French publishers 
to accept any work in the future 
which investigated political or com- 
mercial wrong-doing. 

Claude Durand, president of 
the Fhyard publishing bouse, which 
is not directly involved, said: “The 
result will be to impose self- 
censorship, which is even more 
pernicious in the long run than cen- 
sorship itself." 





Peace offering: A boy putting flowers on a monument at the Second World War museum in Kiev. Ukraine, tog p hoto __. 
other former Soviet republics, today celebrates the 53rd anniversary of victory - 


44 KITCHENS 
REDUCED AT B&Q 


INTEREST 
0 FREE CREDIT 

ON ALL KITCHENS IN OUR RANGE* 

This offer includes everything you need for your kitchen from units and accessories such as 
pelmets and cornices to sink s, taps, appliances, worktops, tiles, lights and installation costs. 






Brookland, Chalon, Claremont Green or 
Ivory, Coniston, Freestyle, Glendale, 
Washington and Wentworth. 



We've got other 
kitchen units 
reduced by 
10% and 20% 
in store." 



FREE I pianntnjg : I FREE I GUARANTEED. 1 - EASY 
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Russia’s racist skinheads 
terrorise foreigners 


RUSSIANS will today hold 
their annual Victory Day parade 
in Red Square to celebrate the 
fact that Hitler and his armies 
are dead and buried. Would that 
they could say the same of 
Nazi ideology and the violence 
it spawns. 

A wave of racist attacks by 
neo-Nazi skinheads in Moscow 
is sowing alarm among diplo- 
mats and other foreign nation- 
als, and has prompted several 
embassies to issue warnings to 
their compatriots. 

The mayor of Moscow, Yuri 
Luzhkov, was yesterday strug- 
gling to defuse an outcry over 
the more serious incident - the 
stabbing of an Azerbaijani trad- 
er, whose death on Thursday 
prompted 1.500 angry Azerbai- 
janis to bear his body through 
the streets, after wrestling it from 
ambulancemen and smashing 
the windows of rbeir vehicle. The 
demonstration was broken up by 
the police. 

Mr Luzhkov, an outspoken 
nationalise whose administration 
has a long record of mistreat- 
ing ethnic minorities, blamed 
the killing on a business dispute. 

The Russian capital was 
multi-ethnic and “has never re- 
solved ethnic or religious con- 
flicts in such a way," be said. But 
Azerbaijan's erahassy has linked 
it to neo-Nazi skinheads. In ad- 
dition, local Azerbaijani traders 
say the killing was witnessed by 
police, who did not intervene. 

The incident came less than 


tt is increasingly 
dangerous to have 
a dark skin in 
Moscow, writes 

Phil Reeves 


a week after a black US marine 
was badly beaten up by skin- 
heads at a market in the city's 
Fili Park, a popular haunt 
among Muscovites who go there 
to buy bootleg CDs. Minutes af- 
ter the attack, one of the as- 
sailants - the 22-year-old editor 
of a neo-Nazi newspaper -gave 
a television interview in which 
he bragged about beating up 
black people, saying they were 
“attracted to his fists like met- 
al to a magnet”. Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry condemned the inci- 
dent as “repulsive”. 

The assault prompted the 
US embassy in Moscow to 
repeat a warning to Americans 
of African and Asian ethnicity 
to be on their guard against 
Russian skinheads. 

The embassy first drew at- 
tention to the problem after an 
even more sickening attack two 
weeks earlier, in which more 
than 20 skinheads were seen 
beating up two young Asian 
women near the Navy Aibat, a 
major thoroughfare in central 
Moscow. 

Since then other reports 


have surfaced of other race- 
related attacks on foreigners, 
which may be linked with a 
threat by Russia’s neo-Nazis to 
step up such assaults after. 
Hitler’s birthday on 20 ApriL 

Neo-Nazi groups remain a 
brutish minority on the fringe 
of Russian politics, but they 
have taken root within a soci- 
ety in which there is a disturb- 
ing level of general racism. 

Although Russians are often 
far more curious about, than 
hostile to, other ethnic groups, 
racist remarks and anti-Semit- 
ic abuse remain common. 

Foreign students, several 
thousands of whom reportedly 
stopped attending classes fol- 
lowing the latest attacks, have 
long complained of racism. 
They allege that the police are. 
at best, indifferent to it and, at 
worst, lake part in beatings. “If 
you are black in Russia, hardly 
a day goes by without having to 
confront racism.” wrote Kester 
Klomegah, a Moscow-based 
Ghanaian writer, in an article 
last November. 

Officialdom, especially in 
Moscow, has tended to rein- 
force the public prejudice by ha- 
rassing ethnic minorities, 
particularly those from the for- 
mer Soviet republics in the 
Caucasus and Central Asia. 
Before Moscow’s lavish 850th 
anniversary last year, Caucasian 
traders were harassed by the 
police in an effort to keep them 
off the streets. 


Paedophile Briton 
jailed for 33 years 


A BRITISH paedophile who is 
the son of an Oxford don has 
been sentenced to 33 years in 
jail in Thailand after being con- 
victed of sex attacks on young 
boys. 

James Darling was given 48 
years at Phuket district court for 
a string of sexual assaults on 
boys aged eight to fifteen and 
separating them from their par- 
ents. But his sentence was cut 
because be pleaded guilty to 
some of the offences when he 
was arrested in 1995. 

At the hearing Darling, 47, 
of Edinburgh, son of the late 
Oxford don and Scottish or- 
nithologist Sir -Frank Fraser 
Darling, issued a statement de- 
nouncing Thailand as “an un- 
reconstructed police slate”. 

He arrived in Thailand four 
years ago and rented a house 
close to Rawai Beach, be- 
friending boys from a neigh- 
bouring settlement of “sea 
gypsies”. Darting would appar- 
ently take them on bual trips to 
uninhabited islands where he 
would abuse them. 

He was arrested after being 
reported to police by two or- 
ganisations. Phuket Child 
Watch and the Centre for the 
Protection of Children's RjghLs. 
but claimed that he was the vic- 
tim of a witch hunt. His moth- 
er. Lady Christina Darling of 



rears ago, of sex attack, on bo^ aged #to , 5 - 


Forres, Inverness, died while he 
was on trial. 

In the statement handed 
out after sentencing he said that 
his accusers had “convicted 
themselves of a crime against 
humanity.” 

The involvement of Britons 
m "paedophile tourism 1 has 
been a source of enormous 
concern to the British govern- 
ment. which has tried to co- 
operate with South-East Asian 
countries in an attempt to crack 
down on the problem. Co- 
operation agreements are 
already in pl ace i n Thailand. 


Philippines and Sri T anlra. The 
Foreign Office said yesterday 
that it was “looking to see if we 
ran extend this to other coun- 
tries who are willing to accept 
our assistance”. The co-opera- 
tion includes help with framing 
local police. British police have 
been to the three countries, to 
provide know-how in dealing 
with the problem. ■ 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, made a point of. 

< ^P en tng a support centre ftxrvio- 

tims of paedophilia ;in the 
Philippines capital, Manila, 
while on a visit last year. 
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US military acts to 
halt battle of sexes 

Britain s armed forces ane bringing the sexes together but, chastened by its own 
experiences, the US is thinking again. Andrew Marshall reports from Washington 


£ IJ< ? E £ ba( *' 1116 **9 known as Action 

Man m Britain, which was deeptyunfash- 

.1 lonable for so many years, is back on the 
shelves as an adult toy -sold in limited edi- 
ticras, with special spifiy uniforms. 

But GI Joe can't play with GI Jane. That 

k the view of some of the distinguished men 

and women of the US Congress, who are 
trymg to make sure that when Americans 
train for the military, they keep their fin- 
gers on their triggers. 

The US military has become one of the 
most integrated professional forces in the 
world since 1993, when President Clinton 
cut away a screed of rules that kept 
women out of key positions. Now, women 
account for about 20 per cent of the 
strength of all the armed forces. They fly 
fighters and bombers, they serve on war- 
ships as gunnery officers, and SO per cent 
*> °f all jobs are open to them. They cannot 
(as yet) serve in the tightly co nfined s p aces 
of submarines, where hoi bunking is the 
rule, and they can’t be Navy SEALs, Demi 
Moore notwithstanding. But every thing 
else, they can and do. 

Yet the rise and rise of women in uni- 
form has been accompanied by scandal. 
The war between the sexes in the US mil- 
itary has become one of its key conflicts 
over the past few years, with sexual be- 
haviour sometimes seeming as threatening 
to the Pentagon as Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The Navy was tom apart in 1991 by the 
Ihflhook affair, when a gathering of naval 
aviators in Las Vegas got out of hand, 
spilling over into public sex and the harass- 
" went of women. The Army has had its 
problems, too, notably with accusations of 
assault and sexual harassment at the Aber- 
deen training ground in Maryland, and the 
scandals surrounding Sergeant Major 
Gene McKinney, the most senior enlisted 
man. The Air {force's first woman bomber 
pilot. Lieutenant KeUy Flynn, was dtsmissed 
from the service for fraternisation and com- 
mitting adultery, and then lying about it. 
Just yesterday, five naval offciers were ac- 
cused of sexual misconduct and having im- 
proper relationships with female cadets at 
the Navy’s only boot camp, the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Centre, north of Chicago. 

Not all of this, by any means, can be laid 
at the door of sexual integration. The ThD- 
hook affair would have happened whether 



Lt Kelly Flynn: dismissed for adultery 
Photograph: Sygma 

or not women were allowed into the mil- 
itary, and several of die scandals have con- 
cerned adulterous liaisions that went on 
outside the services. But the proliferation 
of problems and the headline grabbing sto- 
ries of servicemen behaving badly have in- 
evitably sparked a backlash. 

This week, the House National Secu- 
rity Committee shot back. It voted for sep- 
arate barracks and separate training for 
men and women, the first indication that 
the rumble of unhappiness might break out 
into a war. The kissing has lo stop, the com- 
mittee said: let the shooting start. ‘All we’re 
trying to do,” said Gene Thylor, a Missis- 
sippi Democrat, who is one ofthe key back- 
ers of the move, “is get basic training back 
to basic training, not social experimenta- 
tion.’* Roscoe Bartlett, a Maryland Re- 
publican, tried to block mixed trainmg last 
year but got nowhere; now his time may 
be coming as support for the measure gath- 
ers steam Mixing the military is something 
he says, which “in 5,000 years of recorded 
history, oo successful military has done'’. 

The Spartans, of course, while main- 
taining an all-male military, were quite keen 
on having them get as closely acquainted 
as posable, on the basis that soldiers who 
had learnt to love each other would fight 


together more effectively. But this is prob- 
ably an argument that President Clinton 
won’t want lo get into, with memories of 
the damaging battles over homosexuality 
in the military and “Don't ask, don’t tell," 
still fresh in the memory. 

“Don’t Thlk, Don’t touch," is the new 
rubric. But that doesn’t go fax enough for 
opponents of integration, who want to roll 
back what they see as politically motivat- 
ed meddling with the military. “The pur- 
pose of basic training is not to advance a 
civilian feminist agenda, or to teach men 
and women to get along, but to impose a 
cultural shock that transforms young civil- 
ians... into uniformed members of the 
armed forces,” said Elaine Donnelly, the 
head of the Center for Military Readiness, 
a Michigan interest group that focuses on 
the presence of women and homosexuals 
in the military. 

This is only the first skirmish, of course, 
and the legislation has a long way to go be- 
fore it passes into law. The military them- 
selves are adamantly opposed to the idea 
of re-segregating the services, arguing 
that it makes no sense and win weaken the 
fighting capability of the units concerned. 

Officials at the Great Lakes Training 
Centre yesterday insisted that male and fe- 
male recruits could be trained together at 
the same base. “I think it’s a very good thing 
because we currently have a fleet that is 
operating successfully today with men 
and women working together as a team,” 
said Rear Adm. Kevin Green, the Great 
Lakes commander. 

There is a set of practical issues involved 
here, of course. For instance, a task force 
earlier this year pointed out that trying to 
target training at both men and women may 
make things too tough for some of the 
women, and not tough enough for some 
of the men. “Men were not attaining their 
full potential because they were not being 
physically challenged enough, and women 
were suffering injuries at for greater rate 
than men,” says Ms Donnelly. 

But the real problem, undoubtedly, in 
the minds of opponents of integration is 
sexual. “Coed training and sleeping 
arrangements have led to rampant sexual 
indiscipline,” said Ms Donnelly. 

In the end, it all boils down to that 
favourite old instruction of British Army 
Sergeants: hands off cocks, on with socks. 



Divided: New moves wOl see male and female recruits separated at training camps 
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Hero’s voyage ends in Hollywood 



A survival story to 
end all survival 
stories has just 
come to light 
David Usborne on 
a true war epic 

COMING soon to a screen 
near you: a story of coura^ and 
endurance, a story of one man’s 
e scap e from his Japanese cap- 
tors in the Second World "War, 
a story of a journey across 
3,000 miles of open ocean in a 
leaky boat with no water and ra- 
) tions of coconut milk and shark 
flesh. A story of unbelievable 
human survival. 

Unbelievable but, it seems, 

true. The star will doubtless be 

a Hollywood idol - Brad Pitt, 
perhaps, or Ralph Fiennes-but 
the hero portrayed will be an 
American aviator who really ex- 
isted. He was Lieutenant Da- 
mon “Rocky” Gause, a flier 
with the America’s 27th Bom- 
bardment Group (Light). . 

Lt Gause did not survive the 
war. Ina final irony, be died in 
March 1944, not in action, but 
test-piloting a P47 bomber over 
^he Isle of Wight. 

For reasons never deter-, 
mined, be flew nose first mto 
the ground. On the instructions 
ofhisfother, Lt Gause was not 

4, retm*edtotheUS,butbuiTed 
' olfmnelA* virtrmS of both ^farM 








Ware at the C&mbridge Amer- 
ican cemetery in Cambridge. 

What is about to make 
“Rocky” Gause one of tne 
most famous heroes of the war 

years, however, all happened m 

the South China Sea two years 
earlier. Almost as remarkable 

as the story itself is the manner 

in which it has come 
day.Thruughout 



Close shave: Damon Grause gets a haircut after his remarkable escape to Australia 

Photograph: Sutcliffe News/Features 


The journal and pictures re- 
mained intact in an Air Foroc 
foo docker shipped back to his 
widow and only son, Damon Jr, 

in Georgia in 1944. There h re- 
mained undis turbed for more 
than 50 years, until the widow, 
who is still living, gave her son 
permission to publicise its ex- 
istence and contents. 

It was in contacting a New 
York literary agent, Mary 

Thban, that Mr Gause ensured 

his father’s odyssey would fi- 
nally be unveiled. The journal 


- . ’ ‘ ;Lt ‘ ‘ 


the Grace of God ana 

^Peop^Accompa^ 

it are photographs taken w 
a bcot camera and eight ro 
Kim 


. . . _ 

Lt Gause arrives in Manila 

just before its fall to the Japan- 
ese. The incredible journey re- 
ally begins in April 1942, 
however, when, after a knifi ng 
a prison guard, he escaped 
captivity and swam three miles 
to the island of Corregidor in 
Manila Bay. Corregidor, how- 
ever, fell on 6 May and Gause 
was forced to flee once more. 

Cause made it first bade to 
Luzon, half by boat and half 
swimming, before washing up 
soon afterwards on the island 
of Mindoro to the south. There, 
in deep jungle, he met an 
American Army Captain, 
William Osborne. Tbgether, 
they resolved to make it all the 


way to Australia in a dilapidated 
22ft boat with a diesel engine 
that ran, lmt only sporadically. 

What followed was a series 
ofinddents and visits to tiny is- 
lands along the way that makes 
even the story of Papftlon seem 
pale. They raided a Japanese 
lighthouse for feel for the 
engine and food, killing a 
Japanese sentry. Love and sex, 
those other-vital Hollywood in- 
gredients, also feature. “There 
isa love affair there,” confirmed 
MsThhan. that happened dur- 
ing the boat journey. 

One stop was at a leper 
colony on the island of Bngsan- 
ga, where an American marine 
engineer, suffering from the dis- 
ease, helped them repair their 
sputtering engine. On another 
island, a woman missionary 
gave them shelter and provid- 
ed Gause with-the camera and 

rolls and film. 

Finally, 159 days after first, 
setting Gause and Os- 
borne washed up in Wyndam, 
Australia, 300 miles to the 
southwest of Darwin. Disbe- 
lieving Australian servicemen 
took them in. 

“Rocky” Gause became, in . 
fart t thff first genuine Amgricaq 
hero of the war, feted in front 


page articles, still available 
from archives, in the New "York 
Tones and the Los Angeles 
Tones . 

He was shipped home to 
Georgia where he remained just 
long enough to attend the birth 
of his son Damon Jr. He begged 
to be allowed back to the war, 
however. And, in late 1943, with 
his son just one day old, he 
found himself dispatched to the 
Isle of Wight and amission to 
test P47s to see if they could 
stand up aerodynamical^ to 
bong used as dive-bombers. 

Incredible as the tale maybe, 
it stands op to all scrutiny, in- 
sists Ms Thhan. 

Some of those named in the 
journal who are still living have 
been contacted for their mem- 
ories of Gause and his com- 
panion. Osborne. “There are 
several survivors who can give 
an eyewitness account”, she 
said yesterday. 

Ms Thhan hopes to conclude 
the auction soon. It cannot be 
long, before the.fuU,astomsh- 
ing, stoiy of Lieutenant Gause, 
lying today beneath the grass in 
Cambridge, England, becomes 
fully known to us all, in book 
form first and surely, quickly 
thereafter, on the silver screen. 







Be somewhere else this Sunday. 

At the Halifax, for instance, talking to us about buying a home. For your nearest 
branch that's open this Sunday, call us on 0345 4757 67 any time between 
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Clinton risks 


Israel’s anger to 
woo US Arabs 





By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington 


AS President Qinton’s special 
envoy 10 the Middle East arrived 
in Israel to prod prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu into meet- 
ing Monday's deadline, Mr Clin- 
ton was ratcheting up the 
pressure from Washington. 

After the inconclusive Lon- 
don talks earlier in the week, the 
US Secretary of State. 
Madeleine Albright, had threat- 
ened that if Mr Netanyahu 
would not cede land to the 
Palestinians, Washington could 
re-examine its whole Middle 
Hast policy. In appeals and 
veiled threats, Mr Clinton has 
reinforced the message that if 
there is no agreement, the fu- 
ture of the Oslo accords is 
question. 

Over 48 hours. Mr Clinton 
illustrated what that could 
mean. On Thursday night he be- 
came the first serving President 
to address a gathering of Arab- 
Araericars. To an ecstatic wel- 
come. Mr Clinton told a dinner 
attended by more than 7S0 
members of the US Arab com- 
munity what was at stake. 

“In almost every area of hu- 
man endeavour, opportunities 
do not last forever," he said. 
“They must be seized, and I 


hope this one will be ... we have 
got to get this done.” Mr Clin- 
ton’s words were clearly ad- 
dressed more to Israelis than 
Palestinians, as the Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat has already 
accepted the terms for Mon- 
day's proposed meeting in 
Washington. 

Earlier that day it became 
known HDlaiy Clinton had spo- 
ken with approval of Palestin- 
ian statehood. She told a 
US-sponsored youth camp in 
Switzerland by satellite that “it 
will be in the long-term inter- 
ests of the Middle East for 
Palestine to be a state.” 

A flurry of qualifications 
followed: it was her “personal 
view", her spokeswoman, Mar- 
sha Berry, said, “and US poli- 
cy is unchanged”. “She was not 
reflecting any administration 
policy,” said the While House 
spokesman, Mike McCuny. He 
denied it was “part of a calcu- 
lated strategy”. 

But Mrs Clinton is no novice 
in foreign affairs (she has act- 
ed as unofficial presidential 
envoy on numerous occasions) 
and yields little to her husband 
in political acumen. And few 
were deceived. While Jewish 
American groups condemned 
her remarks, the President of 
the Arab- American Institute 
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Mr Ointon. for his part. - ^ \ 

pearance to chivy Mr Ne- : "* sa ** 0 ’ - 

tanyahu into making the £V*- •„ . 

concession on land that would 'i&s.' 

make the planned talks in . ' /?:: • 

Washington on Monday worth- * v \- "• 
while. He denied Israel was fee- 

mg an ultimatum: “What we arc .tv*. .• / ‘•li'.V . . 

trying to do is to get the parties A 

over a hurdle so.... we can stay - ... .jjh 7 . 

on the timetable established a = .■ : - 

few years ago by both the Pales- / - — -- Vjc. 

linians and the Israelis to fin- ? ii»ii ■ ~^ 00 : Y ' " 

ish the whole thing by this . 

month next year,” he said. . . s > ^ - 

Responding to cries of foul 1? ^ 7 1 ’ ZTfciilMf ratholic who 

from sections of Congress, The body of John Joseph, Bishop of Fais a laha d, who shot himself over the death sentence 

where the Republican Speaker ^ 

““ Riots at suicide bishop’s m< 

“bullying" Israel, he said: 

“There is no way in the world « . .1 

I could impose an agreement on THE procession in memory of ^3f*dJS TMilCr Ofl the YiOiSnt T661ingS SrOUSed Dy tile 
them or dictate their security to the Pakistani bishop who killed . 

them". If Mr Clinton had to himself in protest at the sen- self-sacrifice of a cleric who fought religious persecution 
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The body of John Joseph, Bishop of Faisalabad, who shot himself over the death sentence on 


a fellow Catholic who allegedly praised Salman Rushdie 


Riots at suicide bishop’s memorial 


them". If Mr Clinton had to 
tread warily with Congress, he 
hardly had to apologise to the 
Jewish lobby outside Congress. 
Divided about Mr Netanyahu’s 
policy, American Jews were 
largely silent, and some Jewish 
leaders said that they continued 
to support US policy. 


hims elf in protest at the sen- 
tencing to death of a fellow 
Catholic turned violent yester- 
day when police fired into a 
crowd of furious -mourners, 
wounding several. 

John Joseph, Bishop of 
Faisalabad, ISO miles from the 
capital. Islamabad, shot himself 


on Thursday in the court build- 
ing where Ayub Massih was con- 
demned to death last month for 
allegedly praising Salman 
Rushdie, author of The Satan- 
ic Verses. The bishop was a 


long-standing, vociferous op- 
ponent of Pakistan's blasphemy 
laws, passed in the early 
Nineties under the former 
leader General Zia and which 
stipulate the death sentence 
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for rbose-defiling the name of 
the Prophet Muhammad. They 
have been criticised by human- 
rights groups as being vaguely 
worded and thus liable to be 
used to intimidate the country's 
small non-Muslim minority. 

The clashes yesterday start- 
ed after 2,000 mourners formed 
a procession to take the coffin 
to the cathedral in faisalabad, 
where the funeral is 10 be held 
tomorrow. Many were chanti- 
ng slogans against Zia and the 
religious law. 

Police and mourners traded 
accusations over who initiated 
the clash. The city’s police chief 
said his men came under attack 
first from a hail of stones, while 
the mourners said the stone- 
throwing started on the police 
side. As the police fired over - 
and into - the crowd, several 
mourners were hit including a 
young girl shot in the stomach. 
The rest of the crowd fled into 


the cathedral, which the police 
surrounded. 

The dashes and the bishop’s 
gesture of self-sacrifice are un- 
likely to achieve their object of 
forcing Pakistan to repeal its re- 
ligious laws. 

They are iatended only to 
protest Islam and not oppress 
other faiths - according to the 
government. 

The US yesterday repeated 
its call for the government to 
drop the case against Ayub 
Massih and repeal the laws. 

Christians form a small, im- 
potent community in Pakistan. 
Many are descendants of the 
poorest sections of the com- 
munity who accepted the faith 
of European missionaries in the 
18th and 19th centuries and are 
thus open to the charge of ac- 
cepting the religion of the colo- 
nial oppressor. 

The object of the bishop's 
gesture of self-sacrifice is in jail 
pending an appeal, his family a 
target for Islamic militants. 
Bashiran Bibi. his mother, said 
her entire family had had to 
leave their village. 
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Fresh sanctions 
against Belgrade 
as crisis deepens 
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THE escalating crisis in Koso- 
vo was poised to dominate the 
discussions among the world’s 
major powers in London which 
began last night, as Yugoslavia 
rejected international mediation 
in the crisis, and further sanc- 
tions were set to start against the 
Belgrade regime. 

The Formal setting was a 
meeting of Foreign ministers 
ahead of next weekend's annu- 
al G 8 summit, to be held in 
Birmingham. But the six OS 
countries which make up the 
Contact Group - Italy, France, 
Germany, Britain. Russia and 
the United Stales - arc con- 
vening separately to decide what 
further pressure to exert on 
President Slobodan Milosevic. 

As mailers stand, earlier 
sanctions - which include a 
freeze of Yugoslav foreign assets 
and a suspension of Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund credits - 
are due to be joined today fcy a 
ban on Foreign investment in 
Serbia, a step which the West be- 
lieves could hit hard at Mr 
Milosevic's efforts to revive the 
struggling economy. 

Yesterday, Belgrade for- 


mally turned down a mission by 
the Contact Group's appointed 
mediator, the former Spanish 
prime minister Felipe Gonzalez, 
and the new curbs seem in- 
evitable. Russia however will 
again not take part and Mr 
Milosevic, diplomats acknowl- 
edge, is likely to remain in- 
transigent for a while yet. 
“We're going into this with our 
eyes open,” a British diplomat 
said this week. 

Other topics for the G 8 in- 
clude the Middle East, where 
Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, ■will be pre- . 
seating a bleak assessment of 
progress in the Israeli-Pales- 
timan talks, and the delicate ne- 
gotiations over the shape of the 
permanent international crim- 
inal court under United Nations 
auspices, which should be set up 
this summer. 

Nigeria will also be on the 
agenda. Ministers wfli condemn 
the continuing failure of the 

military government in Africa’s 
largest country to restore democ- 
racy. Bui they will probably also 
examine further sanctions, in- 
cluding action against Nigeria's 
oil exports. No final decision, 
however, is expected. 
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IN A controversial gesture 
the Pope will beatify a Croa- 
tian archbishop seen as a hero 

lo Croats but who is a hate- 
figure h, neighbouring Serbia, 
writes Man us Tanner. 

Alojzye Stepinac, arch- 
bishop of Zagreb during Yu- 
goslavia's darkest hours in the 
Second World War. was tried 
after the victory or Josip 
Tito’s Communist partisans 
for supporting the Nazi. 

backed independent Croatian 

state. Under that regime, led 


by the dictator Ante Pavelic, 
Serbs, Jews and gypsies were 
persecuted and tens of thou- 
sands - if not more - killed 
in pogroms and camps. 

Most Croats, thought 
Step mac’s trial in 1946 was a 
show trial and that his real 
crime was not collaboration 
with fascists bat outspoken 
anti- Communism. Before his 
death, under house arrest in 
I960, be had become a virtu- 
al saint in the eyes of Croat- 
ia’s Catholic majority. 
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Italy declares 
emergency in 
landslide region 


riALY yesterday declared a 
state of emergency for the Cam- 
pania region, and earmarked 50 
ft lire (£18m) for patching 
w up the worst of the damage done 
ty landslides which killed at least 
87 people earlier this week. 

Hie money will go some 
way towards putting roofs back 
over the heads of the 2,000-odd 
people whose homes were de- 
stroyed by the massive river of 
mud and detritus driven by 
heavy rain down the moun- 
tainside into the Samo valley. 
It will contribute towards the 
cost of reopening shops and 
businesses in the area. 

It wiD not, however, even 
start to pay for the work nec- 
essary to prevent the many oth- 
geological disasters waiting 
™ to happen in Campania and all 
over Italy. 

“We need 65 trillion lire 
over the next 10 years to get ler- 
ritoiy which has been plun- 
dered for the last 30 years back 
into shape,” said Green party 
MF Anna Maria ProcaccL “We 
need it now. The Samo disas- 
ter marks a point of no return.” 

In a dossier released by the 
Legambiente environmental 
watchdog in January 1997, the 
Samo valley was singled out as 
“a high-risk zone for environ- 
mental crises” 

^ The river Samo, the report 
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said, had dwindled to a triddectf- 
ncmous froth, the river bed had 
been cemented over, the day sofl 
of the surrounding mountains 
had been rendered dangerously 
loose by fires and deforestation, 
-auxlhcx^l^ been built up hill- 
sides which had been identified 
as landslide zones. 

“The fact that no steps were 
taken to remedy thissituation,” 
said JErmete Realacd, Legam- 
biente’s chairman, “is hardly 
surprising. This is an area dom- 
inated by organised crime. In 
Quindici, one of the worst-af- 
fected villages, town council 
elections have been called off 
year after year because no one 
dares to stand against the official 
candidates of the Grariano dan.” 

The Samo situation is the tip 
of avast iceberg, which costs Italy 
8 trillion lire a year to patch up 
as mountainsides collapse, rivers 
flood, and earthquakes damage 
buildings. In the Campania re- 
gion alone, 24 per cent of terri- 
tory is considered high-risk. In 


The Mafia and. 
deforestation led 
to floods and 
devastation, writes 

Anne Hanley 

the region's capital, Naples, 60 
per cent of the city may collapse 
into the underlying labyrinth of 
caves, experts say. 

“Though Campania is bad, 
it's not the only region which is 
susceptible to this kind of nat- 
ural disaster,” said Mr Realac- 
ci, who cited the northern 
regions of Piedmont, Liguria 
and Emilia Romagna as other 
possible crisis points. “And just 
look at Florence: the city suf- 
fered chrome flooding in 1966, 
but almost nothing has been 
done. If we bad a repetition of 
that freak rainfall now, Florence 
would be completely underwa- 
ter. Up-river, money has been 
spent badly, and the situation 
has worsened since then.” 

The problem, environmen- 
talists agree, is not so much of 
funds or the lack of them, but 
of lack of a coherent policy to 
ensure that the country is in a 
fit state to cope with what na- j 
ture throws at it. 

“Successive governments 
have sidelined the issue of land I 
management,” said Ms Pro- ! 
cacri, whose Green party is 
part of the governing coali- 
tion. “Fbr years and years, it has 
been underestimated, and our 
leaders have been able to get 
away with it because the Italian 
people as a whole seem unable 
to grasp the fact that their very 
security depends on looking 
after the land.” 

The tragedy in the Samo val- 
ley must, she said, make land 
zoning and management a pri- 
ority. “We have a great law in 
this country which we pushed 
through parliament in 1989, 
fonanglocal councils to draw iqj 
comprehensive plans for the 
protection of their territory, 
with proper building zones, riv- 
er flood plains protected, and all 
the other measures needed to 
ensure that the land is respect- 
ed,” she said "The problem is, 
it has never been implement- 
ed In Samo, for example, 20 per 
cent of the houses were built 
without permission.” 

The Greens are calling for a 
one-year plan to deal with the 
most pressing emergencies plus 
a long-term project for putting 
to rights the thousands of main- 
ly man-made environmental 
problems which have arisen 
over the past three decades. “If 
nothing else, the Samo disaster 
might wake people np to the 
dangers,” Ms Procacei said 

The task, however, will be a 
difficult one, and, as Mr Re- 
alacd pointed out. It will take 
a lot of lateral thinking to en- 
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N Koreans threaten to 
renege on nuclear deal 

NORTH KOREA accused the US of failing to keep a 1994 
deal and said It may refuse safety to store 8,000 phitomnm- 
laced nuclear fiiel-rods. It would seriously breach a pact m 
which the country agreed to freeze and eventuafly toantlc 
its suspect nudear-weapans programme. US experts have bean 
working in North Korea since 1996 to encase the spent rods 
forsafe storage. They were removed from the No ^onJy 
operational reactor in the early 1990s and 
in a cooling pond ’ 

Nigerian activist seized 

i Whe leader of Nigeria’ 8 main Opposition, United Action for 
Democracy Olisa^Agbalcoba, has been detained, colleagues 

this morning at Lagos mr- 
a hip abroad-one^ ^ 

SA may miss Hamas visit 


— AH Cape Tern 


Romania eases anti-gay law 


sure that Italy’s population is 
safe from natural disasters. 

In Quindici, for example, they 
should have been using pari of the 
funds they had on incentives for 
people to leave homes which now 
lie buried undo: tens of muds, be 
said “I dread to think what will 
happen to the thousands of peo- 
ple living high up the slopes of 
Vesuvius when that volcano goes 
off. There's no way they can be 
evacuated,” he added 

It is also, he said, a question 
of instilling pride. “I look 
around me and I see the ugli- 
ness we have brought to our 
beautiful country. It's all part of 
the same process. We need to 
teach Italians to care about 
the land they live on.” 



Rescue workers still digging yesterday after four days fbr those musing beneath the mud and detritus in Samo 


Photograph: Reuters 



TKE AA - OWNED BY ITS MEMBERS 

RUN FOR ITS MEMBERS 

Accountable to our members - that’s the job of the AA 

• The only people who profit from the AA are our members. Through our regular Members' Magazine 
we tell them how well we are doing - we are happy for anyone to check the claims we make. 

We’re faster than ever 

• In the first three months of this year. the average time to get to a member was under 37 minutes 
and in April our Patrols’ average speed of response was just 35 minutes. 

We fix more cars than anyone else 

• We have the world’s largest and most highly trained patrol force - we fix almost 9 out of 10 
breakdowns attended. 

Record member satisfaction 

• We continue to invest in more patrols and world leading deployment technology - more members 
now tell us they are satisfied than ever before. 

TO OUR MEMBERS WE’RE THE 4th EMERGENCY SERVICE 


TO JOIN 

CALL FREE 
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More openness, 
please, Mr Cook 


THE LETTER that Sandiine International's lawyers seat to the Foreign 
Secretary a fortnight ago, and now in the public domain, seems to suggest 
that the official contacts with this firm of “military consultants” were much 
more extensive than was previously thought. Tony Lloyd, the Foreign Of- 
fice minister, has “points to correct” in his evidence to MFs about the Gov- 
ernment's rale. All this raises once again the way that ministers have handled 
the Sierra Leone issue. Naturally any firm judgement on the behaviour of 
ministers and officials must await the various inquiries now underway. But 
we can at this stage say that even if those involved were complicity they 
need not feel that they are defenceless. 

Politically complex, the moral questions posed by events in Sierra Leone 
are straightforward: the democratically-elected government was ousted by 
a military dictator, and Britain appears to have covertly assisted the le- 
gitimate government in returning to power. The problem was the word- 
ing of a United Nations resolution imposing sanctions on the African country 
as an expression of the world’s disapproval The effect was to prevent aid 
going to the ousted President. Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. 

If Britain is to run an ethical foreign policy, it should include help ing 
restore legitimate democratic rulers where possible. But preferably with- 
out subterfuge. Mr Cook should in future try to ensure that the UN's knee- 
jerk reaction - an arms embargo - is tempered by the need for flexibility 
when dealing with genocidaL illegal regimes. He should also try more open- 
ness in his approach. 



Time for change 
in local voting 


‘Baggy-trousered urban surfers disporting themselves on concrete shores* - the best way to un-grey Britain? (see letter below right) 


Photograph: Rex Features 


Middle East’s tragedy 


FEWER PEOPLE turned out to vote in Thursday's local elections than in 
any comparable democratic contest in modem times. Obviously this is not 
a “good thing”. But a closer examination of the evidence suggests that democ- 
racy is not quite approaching the collapse some would have us believe. 

One powerful explanation for the low rate of participation lies in the 
“nationalisation” of local elections. In recent decades they have become 
an excellent vehicle for the disgruntled voter to punish an unpopular gpv- 
cmraent. Polit leans can’t easily rubbish them as they do the opinion polls 
or by-elections. Unsuccessful leaders have to answer to armies of walking 
wounded ex-councillors. The trend became more pronounced over this 
decade, starting with the protest over the poQ tax in 1990 which contributed 
to the downfall of Margaret Thatcher. Then local elections became ref- 
erendums on the personal fate of John Major. Many perfectly blameless 
Tory councillors saw their careers end this way. 

Most of the nation, however, got its protesting out of its system with the 
election of Tony Blair’s government Happily for him the local elections came 
after a fortnight of coverage about his unprecedented popularity. People 
registered their content with the state of national politics by simply staying 
at home. This is not inevitable. We can be sure that if Mr Blair had an- 
nounced an Abolition of the World Cup (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 
on the morning of 7 May then things might have been different 

So this year, in the absence of a protest vote, and with the content ma- 
jority abstaining, those who did actually bother to turn out did so for the 
right - local - reasons. The diverse pattern of results suggests, as Profes- 
sor Anthony King observed, that these were the most “local” of local elec- 
tions. Labour, for example, found itself struggling in Hackney, where it 
has been embroiled in a rather distasteful scandal, but making surprising 
progress in Harrow. The Liberal Democrats could take the leader of Sheffield 
Council's seat on the same nigh t as their deputy leader on the Isle of Wight 
took a nasty tumble. The Couservatives were able to make up ground in 
Battersea whilst they lost Bromley. 

This proves that it is possible for local contests to be fought on local 
issues. Nevertheless, turnout figures this low cannot be good for the long- 
term health of our democracy. The proposed reforms of local democracy 
and introduction of directly elected mayors will help re-invigoratc local 
democracy. Mr Blair should speed up his reforms. He may not have much 
lime before the protest voters return to boost the turnout figures for all 
the wrong reasons. 


Safe new Radio 4 


“SOLE. LUNDY, Fastnel, Irish Sea...” As listeners, viewers and readers, 
we are conservative creatures. But the Radio 4 audience is the most con- 
servative of all. They represent a sort of National Trust of the airwaves, 
devoted to the preservation of the fabric of broadcasting schedules. Acci- 
dental survivals from an earlier age are treated with reverence. The ship- 
ping forecast, the six o'clock bongs, the seagulls on Roy Plomley’s desert 
island. Millions of domestic routines have been displaced by the shifting 
of The Archers. Millions of ears have been offended by “30 minutes of news 
and comment from the BBC” instead of the 40 of The World At One . 

And yet... the surprising thing about the changes brought in by James 
Boyle, controller of Radio 4, is how little protest there has been. Now. a 



Sir If ever a single picture epitomised 
the tragedy of the Middle East, 
Paul Hackett's portrait of Yasser 
Arafat (6 May) surely does. 

Mr Arafat has been a tireless cam- 
paigner on behalf of his people all 
his life. The futility of armed strag- 
gle against the USA's premier client 
state in the Middle East has been re- 
peatedly brought home to the Pales-' 
tioian community, and in Oslo the 
diplomatic option seemed to have 
paid off. 

The murder of Yitzhak Rabin, the 
only Israeli statesman to have the 
courage to grasp the nettle of peace 
with honour, and Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu’s subsequent arrogant denial 
of both the letter and spirit of the 1993 
Oslo accords, point to one crashing- 
ly salient fact: Israel, supported by the 
US. can ignore the “peace process” 
with impunity, and is free to pursue 
its own agenda of accelerated settle- 
ment, the economic isolation of 
Palestinian territory and the acquisi- 
tion of state-of-the-art military tech- 
nology with which to browbeat its 
neighbours. If ever there was a man 
caught between a rock and a hard 
place, it is Mr AntfaL 

It is high time that the likes of 
Robin Cook and Madeleine Al- 
bright stopped pandering to Mr Ne- 
tanyahu and dismissed the “peace 
process” as the distraction it is while 
the Zionists relentlessly pursue their 
morbid dreams. The stale of Israel 
has been an unmitigated and unholy 
disaster for the entire Middle East 
since its inception 50 years ago. and 
as protagonists in the whole deba- 
cle we British should assume our re- 
sponsibilities and take Lhe centre of 
the stage. 

It is time to start the healing 
process. Accept the fact that the 
Palestinians have been dispossessed 
of Lhcir homeland. Acknowledge 
the fact that hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinians languish in squalid 
refugee camps whilst Uzi-toling set- 
tlers build homes on appropriated 
lands. 

Sadly we cannot turn back the 
clock and avert the Holocaust, but 
we must start looking for solutions 
in Palestine that do not simply le- 
gitimise Zionist aggrandisement and 
trample legitimate Palestinian aspi- 
rations. Yasser Arafat is an old, frail 
and unloved man in the world today, 
and we owe his people something to 
make him smile. 

STEVE RAZZ ETTJ 
Heskci Newmarket, Cumbria 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Let the skateboarders rip 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail letters@independenuo.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


whereas in the present political cli- 
mate the Assembly will probably in- 
cline towards New Labour. If the 
Mayor's ideas do not reflect those of 
the Assembly there is potential for 
conflict and even stalemate. 

Most people who voted “No” did 
so because they would end up pay- 
ing out more money for bureaucra- 
cy. If I had voted “No”, this would 
have been interpreted as meaning ei- 
ther that I don’t want to contribute 
towards improving London, or that 
I am satisfied with the way things are 
now - both of which are untrue. 
SUSAN ESTERMANN 
London NW6 


Sir Low turnout in local elections 
will be blamed on the polling stations 
being in the wrong place. It would 
apparently be better if they were all 
in supermarkets. 

It couldn’t be that all the main 
parties looked identical in most 
parts of the country and so there 
wasn’t much of a choice for voters? 

It couldn't be that most powers 
have been removed from local gov- 
ernment and so there isn’t much to 
vote for? 

And it couldn’t be that the spin- 
doctors want fewer elections, just for 
the occasional Mayor (and Prime 
Minister?) who can be trusted to do 
everything for us? 

A one-stop shop indeed. 

JOHN NICHOLSON 
Manchester 


it may be possible to sustain people 
until the August harvest. 

Because we work with the local 
church structures we do not need to 
set up feeding centres or relief shel- 
ters, because we can reach the peo- 
ple in their villages. Therefore our 
relief work is not encouraging peo- 
ple to leave their homes to get food. 

Cafod has received an urgent ap- 
peal from our church partners in Su- 
dan, who have told us that people 
now face starvation. As a direct re- 
sponse we have appealed to our sup- 
porters for JEIm. We believe that the 
public would prefer to respond now 
rather than wait until later in the year 
when there may be more deaths. 
PAT JONES 
Deputy Director. Cafod 
London SW9 


Drinking and driving 


Act now to avert famine 


Why I didn’t vote 




month on from the small earthquake we can add: not many hurt. This is 
an extraordinary achievement for Mr Boyle. Remember how the BBC was 
forced to hack down by the Save Radio 4 Long Wave campaign in 1993? 
Mr Boyle does. And he prepared the ground for his frankly modest ren- 
ovations of the national monument with care, pre-empting the fuss, tak- 
ing the Radio 4 Roadshow to middle England and squaring the Speaker 
of the House of Commons over the changes to parliamentary coverage. 

So what of the reforms? Some of them are good, some not so good. 
John Feel’s programme about families on Saturday morning, for example, 
is excellent, but starting the news just before 9am instead of on the hour 
is highly irritating. Letters to the BBC’s own Feedback are running strong- 
ly against the changes but, as ever, the contented tend not to write in. What 
is significant is that middle England has not marched on Broadcasting House 
to protest. They arc sleepingsafelv in their beds, soothed by familiar lita- 
nies. "Rockail, Matin, Hebrides... ” 


Sir: My choice noi to vote in the Lon- 
don referendum had nothing what- 
ever to do with either apathy or 
complacency, but was based on the 
fact that, whichever answer I gave, 
it would convey a meaning I did not 
intend. 

1 firmly believe that London 
needs an overall strategy and that the 
present system is failing the citizens 
miserably. On this basis you might 
say I should have voted “Yes”. 

But I could get no satisfactory an- 
swers to questions about the pro- 
posed Mayor’s accountability. The 
Government’s documentation is de- 
liberately vague. The White Paper 
summary states: “The Assembly 
would question the Mayor on his or 
her activities [and] would agree or 
suggest. changes to the Mayor’s 
plans”. But what will happen if they 
don’t agree or endorse the Mayor's 
plans? Will the Assembly be so 
powerless that the) 1 arc just the 
Mayor’s puppets? 

The Mayor is likely ro be duel- 
ed on personality and charisma 
rather than on party political lines, 


Sir. As an agency that has worked m 
Sudan for over 20 years. Cafod was 
deeply concerned at some of the as- 
sertions made in the article “Is 
there really a famine in Sudan?” (7 
May). 

It's all too easy to sit in London 
and play the numbers game, debat- 
ing where a humanitarian crisis ends 
and a famine begins. In the mean- 
time people are put at ever-greater 
risk of dying as each day passes with- 
out sufficient aid getting through to 
them. 

We reject the claim thaL “famine 
fatigue” might set in if the crisis is 
highlighted before it becomes a full- 
blown tragedy. As Cafod has seen 
from the early response to our ap- 
peal, the British public is more in- 
terested in prevention and is willing 
to contribute to a programme that 
can avert disaster. 

The next few weeks are crucial for 
the people of Sudan. After that the 
rains will begin and it will be very dif- 
ficult to reach the people at great- 
est risk of starvation. However, if we 
can get enough food through now. 


Nappies: a plastic peril? 

Sir: \hnya Body (letter. 2 May) is to 
be commended even for considering 
using "real” nappies rather than dis- 
posables, and if she asks women old 
enough actually to have used the things 
she may get a more positive response 
than from her contemporaries. 

Eleven years ago I chose to wash 
nappies rather than throw them 
out, and at a rough estimate the nap- 
py-bucket routine takes about ten 
minutes a day. The pressure to use 
disposables comes from the current 
obsession with “convenience” at all 
costs, and from the simple fact that 
disposables are big business. 

So Car as I am aware, by the way, 
the 19th-century public hygiene laws 
which prohibited the disposal of raw 
human excrement in public waste are 
still in force. Would somebody ad- 
vise me whether every user of dis- 
posable nappies is in fact breaking 
the law, and is this the basis for a 
counter-attack on the plastic peril? 
STHURSFIELD 
Oswestry , Shropshire 


Sin The Government is proposing to 
reduce the drink /drive limit to 
50mg, or one pint of beer, in the in- 
terests of reducing the annual road 
death tolL 

British roads are the safest in Eu- 
rope, focotmtries like France and Ger- 
many, where they have the 50mg limit 
there are two and three times more 
drink/drive fatalities. In the UK, most 
of the worst road aeddent fatalities are 
caused by drivers who are two or three 
times over the current limit They are 
the real vfflains of the piece, not the 
average motorist who drinks and dri- 
ves within the existing law. 

The Government proposes an au- 
tomatic one-year ban for exceeding 
a 50mg limit. This would result in 
thousands of motorists not only los- 
ing their licences, but in many cas- 
es their livelihoods as well, not to 
mention lhe social stigma of being 
a “drunk driver”, for drinking a pint 
and a half of beer. 

If these proposals become law, 
there will be nationwide resent- 
ment particularly in the countryside 
where many public houses rely on 
passing trade for the majority of their 
income and may face closure. This 
will also have a detrimental effect on 
the quality of life of eveiybody who 
lives and works in rural areas. 

S FERGUSON 
Edinburgh 


Britain’s strong pound 


Sin Could someone please explain 
to me just how “clean” re-usable nap- 
pies are? No-one seems to mention 
what happens to the vile chemicals 
used to sanitise them. Neither does 
anyone take account of the pollution 
created at power stations to deliver 
“clean” electricity to heat water to 
amazing temperatures to wash them. 

Do any of these re-usable nappies 
get a quick spin (eleclricity/gas 
again) to fluff them up? Do any of 
these parents resort to the tumble 
drier or central heating radiators (dri- 
ven by fuels That change our atmos- 
phere) after the sort of wet week I’ve 
just had? 

AN1 HARRIS 
High Peak, Cumbria 


Sir. Prior to my recently moving 
house, I unearthed an old (1971) 
newspaper from the days before The 
Independent was born. 

The exchange rates quoted in it 
for the pound sterling included the 
following: 8.37 Deutschmarks. 13.56 
French francs, 1 18.00 Belgian francs, 
9.73 Swiss francs, 8.50 Dutch 
guilders, 17.06 Norwegian kroner, 
18.12 Danish kroner, and 61.00 Aus- 
trian schillings. (The “Bank Rate ” 
was 6 per cent). 

Strong pound? And are we com* 
mensurately more competitive than 
in 1971? I doubt it. 

HJ HARLEY 
Taunton, Somerset 


Sir: Having recently returned from 
a term’s sabbatical leave in Australia, 
and still reeling from climate- and 
culture-shock, 1 felt consoled and en- 
couraged to see, on Sunday after- 
noon, a battalion of young 
skateboarders exercising their risky f 
art on the steps and slopes of Cam- 
bridge University’s Sidgwick Av- 
enue site. Except for a few ghostly 
academics, this area is effectively de- 
populated at the weekend. It is. to 
all intents and purposes, an empty 
space, almost ideally designed for the 
pursuit of skateboarding. Needless 
to add, it is also plastered with signs 
saying, “No Skateboarding”. 

Quite rightly, no one was taking 
a blind bit of notice of this bureau- 
cratic nonsense. Fear a moment, I was 
led to think that grey old England 
was at last starting to come alive. My 
seven-year-old son remarked, “This 
place is fun”, something which has 
not often been said of the home of 
the Classics, History, and Modem 
and Medieval Languages Faculties. 

We were both wrong. It was not long 
before some censorious professor 
called time on all the excitement and 
one of the university's official spoil- £ 
sports (garbed in a fluorescent rain- 
coat ) arrived to shoo everyone away 
and restore the faculties to their state 
of funereal Sunday calm 

This was a miniature tragedy. The 
University is missing a golden op- 
portunity here to bridge the old 
town/gown barrier. We are wasting 
a space whose architecture can only 
be redeemed by having baggy- 
trousered urban surfers disporting 
themselves on its concrete shores. 
And, at no cost, we could be in- 
creasing the cheerfulness of the na- 
tion. But no - we would rather 
stamp it out 

In a spirit of renewal. let us take 
down those prohibitive signs and let 
the skateboarders rip. And where 
the University leads, a few other 
tired institutions - the British Mu- 
seum, the National Theatre, for ex- 
ample - might follow. This could be 
the beginning of the un -greying of * 

Britain. 

Dt ANDY MARTIN 
Lecturer in French 
University of Cambridge 


Just say yes 


Sir: Both Tim Beach (letter, 2 May) 
and Derek Slapley Better, 8 May) 
miss the mark. The fact of predilec- 
tion (or its being part of God’s cre- 
ation) is irrelevant to the justification 
of a sexual act. The only thing that 
should count is consent. 

MICHAEL BRYANT 
Camforth. Lancashire 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


"I was taught by a boss 20 years ago that if you are 
going to preach madness, better show up in a 
conservative suit.” — Tom Peters, American 
management gum. 


: l like ■ Wt of a bit of crumpled at the edees 
in men. — Jackie Ballard. Liberal Democrat MR 


A better life for animals 

Sin After the RS PC A week in which 
we have been reminded of the in- 
credible Cruelty to some animak , ma y 
I suggest a way forward? 

We have instruction and a test 
when we want to drive a car; we have 
some rudimentary classes when chil- 
dren are brought into the world — but 
most people who take on an animal 
have no idea how to care for ft or $ 
train il 

I would like to see the reintro- 
duction of a licence like the dog li- 
cence, but one covering all animals, 
and a mandatory course of training j 
with each new animal. If owners are 
cruel to the animal a court could 
withdraw the licence and take the an- 
mial into care for re homing. The 
price of the licence should be at least 
£50 for the life of that animat. 
GRAHAM HOWES 
London N19 


“I always say that if there is something detrimental, 
derogatory or otherwise ghastly to do. I will be the 
person made to do »L” — Ulrika jonsson, TV 
personality. 


“ft's funny these people like Ben Elton suddenly 
criticising New Labour. I think it i s Lhe first-ever 
recorded case of rats leaving a floating ship ” — 

Alexei Sayte, comedian. 6 F 


"Most guys think women in the military aren't 

attractive. I wanted to show my Feminine side.” 

Lieutenant Frederica S pi I man, of the US Navy 
who was reprimanded for posing topless in Playboy. 


second . do ? s il °«ur lo these poor boobs 

that the democratic right to vote includes the 

n ^ l . not !° VDte on the grounds that 
con federal ion of dullards and busybodies 
Slopp,ng doing things." — 

Kerth Waterhouse, on being pestered tfvo te. 


Challenge to the church 

Sin Your article “Is it now time to 
elect the monarchy?’’ (8 May)-!®^ 
©» the question: is it now time to elect 
canons of the Church, of England? 
They are chosen without reference 
to ordinary chur chg oers like myself, 
who do not even have a ‘direct vote . 
for members of the Synoti- ’ 
JENNIFER Mil .l-FR 
London SWI5 
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Cover me in Lycra, put me on 
the pitch, and — hey presto 



DAVID 

AARON OVITCH 

ON SEX, SPORT AND 
THE HARD SELL 


YOU MIGHT mistake it for a Lolita ad. 
Hie teenage girl lies on her front, wearing 
a slinky black off-the-shoulder number, 
her eyes looking directly at you, and just 
the hint of a half-lascivious, half-scornful 
smile on her cherry red lips. “830 pm,” 
runs the accompanying text, “my place". 

Mmnun. We all know what is being 
promised here, don’t we? And it sure as 
hell ain’t a game of hockey. Except, of 
course, that a game of hockey is exactly 
what is on offer. The girl is 18 year old 
England hockey international, Ludlla 
Wright, her “place" is a stadium in Milton 
Keynes, and the ad goes on (in small 
letters) to give details of how to obtain 
tickets. 

It has, however, as you might expect, 
caused some discussion within the En glish 
Hockey Association. The EHA president, 
Mrs Monica Pickersgffl, was initially 
opposed to its appearing in a local 
magazine, but has subsequently been 
talked round. Not least by a Mr Ian 
Thomas, the EHAs marketing director, 
who revealed that England’s Aussie 
opponents in. the match (the imaginatively 
titled “Hoekey-rocO'will take to the 
field dressed, not in pleated skirt and ■ 
aertex polo-necks, but in “aD-in-oae Lycra 
kit". 

Lycra is, of course, the material that 
saved cycling as a spectator sport, and 
made men's athletics a must-watch for 
today's woman. On a shapely and 
vigorous person its adaptation to the most 
intimate contours of the body provides a 
focus for spectator attention whenever 
the sporting action Bags- Or even when it 
doesn’t Lycra, as we taiow, follows each 
undulation, drops into the smallest 
indentation, emphasises every teeny 
pucker, and moulds itself around the firm 
semi-circle of ... Whoah! That’s quite 
enough of that What do you think this is, 
Playboy? Loaded ? Hockey Monthly? Get a 

gnp ! . . ‘ . 

If cycling and sprinting have been 


succoured by sex, so has soccer. Ginola of 
the petulant lips and flowing locks has 
become a pin-up, as has David Beckham, 
he of the impossible combination of 
DiCaprio features and vigorous, lusty 
thighs. He could are forty healthy 
children for you, and still look like your 
own son. 

But some sports have an easier job 
than others when it comes to selling 
sensuality. The problem for hockey is that 
it is associated with tree- trunk thighg, 
hefty gym mistresses, painful (and, for 
most people, necessarily unsexual) blows 
to the knees and ankles, buUying-off, loud 
shouts of “ovah heah Madge!" and 
women called Mrs Rcleersgill, 

Nevextheless that co-option of implied 
naughtiness is exactly what young LuciOa 
is after. With the brutal truthfulness of 
your average 18-year-old she states that 
her aim is to show that “d onnal, sexy, ' 
boy-interested girls play hockey, and you 
don't have to look like a horse.” Lurilla’s 
photograph, by the way, shows a most 
unequine set of features. 

This is all very hard on the generations 
of women who have been horsey looking, 
abnormal, lesbian (or simply uninterested 
in boys), or whose looks have not been 
what social convention has declared to be 
“sexy" - and who have generally been the 
bedrock of English hockey. As an 
unconventionally sexy person myself - 
whose appearance in all-in-one Lycra 
would certainly stop any contest dead - 1 
feel for them. Besides, perhaps lucifla is 
too young to know this, but there are 
plenty of men (and not a few women) 
who are rather attracted to lesbians. 

Well then, here it comes, the question 
that you all knew 1 was bound to ask. 
Which is, naturally, where will it end? Is 
there any sport or activity that c anno t be 
sold on the basis of the opportunity to 
watch fine young bodies disport 
themselves around in a fine pheromonal 
mist? And is there any limit to how sports 
will exploit the sex appeal of competitors? 

It might be hard, for instance, to stoke 
up smouldering passions about the 
leading practitioners of the sport of darts. 
Dressing the Jocky Wilsons in skin-tight 
gear is not going to help, for - 
paradoxically - the larger the undulation, 
the less the desire to encounter it in 
detail And besides, they wouldn’t have 
anywhere to put their Woodbines. 

The Winter Olympics proved that 
curling has a similar rebranding problem 
(although sledging, with all that lying 
down and hurtling round corners, 
doesn’t). Will the British Curling 
Association sanction naked men or 
women sitting astride those fiat sliding 
things, (or stones, as they are known), as 
they slip slowly - oh, so slowly - over the 
cold ice? I think not 

Mind you, at the ’96 Olympic Games, 
Belorussian gymnast Svetlana Boginskaya 
was nicknamed “the minx from Minsk” 
for her interesting floor exercise, as she 
writhed and wriggled in an apparent 
ecstasy of something or other. Any sport 
that includes music and routines is ripe 
for exploitation. 

My own choices for a successful 
revamp would be Dressage and 
Showjumping. Horseyness might be 
thought to look unglamorous on a hockey 
player, but it looks pretty good on a 
horse. Place upon the back of that 
magnificent animal a young woman, dad 
only in knee length black leather boots 
and strategically placed ringlets, and then 
allow her to brandish a riding crop and a ■ 
snarl, and I think yon have a sport that 
one might just go to Milton Keynes for. 


Why rock chicks are no longer 
under the thumb of any guy 



GLENDA 
COOPER 
CHARTS THE 
CHANGES 


IN HIS Satires, Juvenal said, 
“There is nothing more intol- 
erable than a wealthy woman." 
Today most men would add, 
“There is nothing more intol- 
erable than a wealthy woman 
who is a successful rock star” 

A new survey reveals that 
the five most popular albums of 
the 1990s are all by women. 
Whitney Houston leads the list 
with Bodyguard, which has sold 
30 million copies, followed by 
Celine Dion, Mariah Carey, 
AJanis Morissette and the Spice 
Girls. 

Michael Jackson also limps 
in at joint Number Five but 
then no one can really re- 
member what his gender is. So 
where are the real men? Where 
is Oasis in this list? Or George 
Michael? Or Eric Clapton? Or 
any other of the giants of male 
rock? Squashed beneath a 
Spice Girl’s trainer. 

The boys must be hopping 
mad. Because the thing about 
rock is that it’s a man’s thing . 
You strut around with a phal- 
lic guitar, waiting for groupies 
to fall to their knees, and yell 
about chicks and sex and drugs. 
It’s as George Harrison this 
week described the early days 
of the Beaties: “a lot of 
teenagers getting drunk playing 
rock ’n’ roll ... Thai’s how it 
was. It was just a wild thin g, ” 
he said. “But by 2am on Sat- 
urday it was just helL” 

Not that they outdid the 
Rolling Stones. When Mick 
and Keith weren’t being 
crushed like butterflies on a 
wheel or over-indulging in 
every way possible, they were 
busy penning songs about 
squirming bitches “under my 
thumb”. The message was sim- 
ple: rock is loud, if s macho, it’s 
male. 

A woman’s place in the mu- 
sic industry was to be the ador- 
ing rock chick ready and 
waiting at the side of the stage. 
Or if she did want to sing then 
she could be a teenage songbird 
wailing about lost love. Think 
back to the Sixties again and the 
Crystals. Tbeir first big hit in 
1962 was just as it should 
beJie’s a Rebel bad the lyrics: 
“See the way he walks down the 
street ..VHe’s my guy ./When be 

holds my hand I’m so proud". 
It would reassure any male su- 



Faring oft Alan is Morissette and Mick Jagger 


Photomontage photographs: LH (left) and AP 


premarist to hear women gush- 
ing about how special their 
man was. Or there was anoth- 
er bit the Crystals had the 
same year -He HU Me And It 
Fell Like A Kiss. “He hit me and 
1 knew he loved meVIf be did- 
n’t care for me/I could never 
have hrm mad/But he hit 
me and I was glad." 

Of course there were 
women who didn’t fit in - Ja- 
ms Joplin or Tina Turner. Car- 
ty Simon may have got her 
revenge on V&rren Beatty with 
You Ye So Han. But then women 
singers always had burdens to 
cany - Tina had been beaten 
up and controlled by Ike, and 


of rock, himself Eric Clapton in 
trouble recently for his latest 
tune Sick and Tired which 
opines, “Get me a shotgun 
baby... I may have to blow your 
brains out, baby ... Then you 
won't have to bother me no 
more." 

The boys had it all their 
own way for too long; but then 
they went one of two directions. 
Either they still insisted on 
drinking too much, having scant- 
ily dad chicks in their videos and 
indulging in groin threatening 
antics on stage, causing Donna 
Gaines in her 1991 bode Tbenoge 
Wasteland to remark, “Metal is 
romanticised whining." 


enough. This - from a man who 
used to shove shuttlecocks 
down his shorts - confirmed 
everything that women felt 
about the music industry: boys 
strutting around thinking they 
were important 

So while the men were feel- 
ing sony for themselves the 
women started to break 
through, in the footsteps of such 
feisty predecessors as Joan 
Baez and Jon i Mitchell. The 
Eighties women were led by 
Madonna, of course, who rein- 
vented herself so many times 
that her male critics were always 
one step behind when trying to 
categorise her. 


1 


A woman’s place In the music industry was to be the 
adoring rock chick ready and waiting by the stage 


Janis died of a drugs over- 
dose, and now Carly has re- 
vealed she’s fighting breast 
cancer. They may have been 
raunchy and they may have 
seemed strong, but underneath 
it all they were a mass of pain. 
See, girls tbafs what happens 
if you try to go it alone. 

Rock has always been 
misogynistic and violent with it. 
And ifs not limited to the 
decades before feminism 
kicked in. “I've always enjoyed 
writing songs about dead 
women,” said the post-punk 
singer Nick Cave. Think about 
rappers talking endlessly about 
“bitches” and “hos”. Or Prodi- 
gy and their tasteful SmackMy 
Bitch Up. (Surprising how many 
women didn't get the supposed 
irony). And that grand-daddy 


The other direction was for 
male singers to start taking 
themselves seriously. Prince 
had been quite happy squeal- 
ing away about satisfying his 
woman and boasting about 
“twenty-two positions in a one 
night stand". (Twenty-two? Did 
anyone else work them all 
out? Answers on a postcard 
please). But then he rediscov- 
ered himself as an artiste and 
started posing around with 
“slave" written on his face and 
only answering to the name of 
the Artist Formerly Known as 
Prince. 

Representing himself with a 
symbol he was promptly 
dubbed “Squiggle" by the less 
reverent music press. George 
Michael, too, complained he 
wasn’t being taken seriously 


As well as the successful pop 
queens, there was a whole raft 
of rock girls who were repeat- 
edly sneered at for being “mu- 
ses" (that was if there was any 
form of thoughtfulness in your 
lyrics) or nothing more than 
“vagjua rock" (if there was any 
suspicion of aggression). 
Whether you were Tbri Amos 
or Liz PhaQ, Shirtey Manson or 
PJ Harvey the reaction you got 
from men was that you bad to 
be weird. 

But the men were scared. 


Very scared They didn’t like 
Alanis Morisette warning them 
“When 1 scratch my nails down 
someone else' s back/I hope 
you feel it". They didn't lie 
that, but wbat they really bat- 
ed was Jagged Little PQ1 selling 
23 million copies. 

Gone are the days when it 
was assumed that women 
would only listen to boy bands; 
now they pull on their stacked 
trainers and dance around to 
the Spice Girls. And this week 
women occupy both the num- 
ber one and number two slots 
in the singles charts. 

The much-mocked Girl 
Power is on the increase. The 
women on the lists do not con- 
form to some feminist ideal nor 
are they writing protest songs. 
But they’re knocking the boys’ 
macho efforts into the ground 
And women - and men - are 
buying female artists in their 
millions. The boys have been 
left behind 

Everyone laughed indul- 
gently last year at the Brit 
Awards when Spice Giri Mel C 
reacted to Liam Gallagher's 
revelation that he stayed away 
from the Brits because he was 
afraid he would “chin" the 
Spice Girls if he met them 
there. “Liam," she jeered. 
“Gome and have a go if you 
think you’re hard enough!" 
We may have laughed at Sporty 
then. Few would give much for 
Liam’s chances now. 


Reading the runes of the London referendum 





TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

.WHAT A MAYOR 
SHOULD KNOW 


is a deeper, rather dangerous ar- 
gument being made: did foe vot- 
ers realty know what they are 
doing? 

On election night much at- 
tention was drawn to the high 
level of spoilt votes in the ref- 
erendum fora Greater London 
Authority- 1 have already heard 
the discussions on the need for 
political education on the radio. 
Forget it; most of those voted 
and many of those who stayed 
away knew veiy well what they 
were doing, and they clearly pin- 


. LETS NOTbe too hard on the 

w voters. Instead of excoriating 
£ « : and iH- 



/ 

-V 




ucaiea, pernors 

_ hear the message they are 
sending us. 

Elections and referendums 
are not just a choice offered 
from on high, they are a chance 
for the people to answerback. 
The low turnouts around me 
country in Thursday s loc* 
elections are being tnatedas 
though they reveal some grea 
new mystery. They dcwtlt 
onty a year since nearly sewn 
out of tentumed 01,1 t ° vot ®^ 
a newgoyenunenL Many pK>- 

h*K*ved that they had 


nesses in Britain’s local 
government. First it is not local 
Second, it is seldom given the 
chance to govern. 

The Thatcher reforms of 
local government left council 
spending rigidly controlled by 
central government. The stan- 
dards for service delivery are be- 
ing set as toughty by this new 
government as did the last ad- 
ministration. Benighted local 
councillors are increasingly 


permission of the men in the 
Treasury, yon wonder what the 
point of it is. 

This was, of course, one of 
the reasons to back a new form 
of government for London; 
and Londoners knew what was 
right. I don’t propose to re- 
hearse the argumentsyetagain, 
merely to point out some facts 
to those who claim that the bet- 
ter than three-to-one vote in 
favour was not much of a man- 
date. 

Such a majority is the land 
of plurality that most dictators 
dream of having. More than a 


London is, as ever, expected to 
do something more spectacular? 

The truth is that once all the 
political parties had been per- 
suaded to see sense (as they say 
in tbe Cosa Nostra), London- 
ers were so certain that there 
would be a majority for a may- 
or that they saw no need to vote 
themselves. 

As for apathy, it may be a 
small piece of evidence, but 1 
found that in a short ^ walk in cen- 
tral London • yesterday, 
hmditime, I was stopped no less 
than twelve times by passers-by, 
asking me how I thought the 




Londoners were so sure there would 
be a majority they saw no need to vote 


need to do it agmn. 


DO 
But there 


mcvuug — ■■ — — 

ready set out by ministers, with 
resources dictated by the 'Bea- 
smy. That hardly sounds like lo- 
cal control 

Councils can barety dann the 
flexibility to govern the biscuit 
allocation at committee meet- 
ings When the local govern- 
ment of the capital dty cannot 
even raise the cash to "fix -its 
roads and railways without tire 


millio n people voted “Yes”; 
and tbe London turnout was 8 
or 9 per cent higher than else- 
where in the country, lb put it 
another way, the effect of the 
Mayoral referendum was to 
bring out four voters in London 
for every three elsewhere. If that 
happened m a General Election 
we would be marveffing at a 
turnout in the capital of some 
90 per cent. 

And sn! it -curious that 
though the London result pro- 
duced a similar level of baddng 
to that for the W:lsb Assembly, 


vote bad gone. I may have been 
on TV, but I don’t flatter myself 
that I am anywhere as recog- 
nisable as, say Jeffrey Archer or 
Ken Livingstone. The only ex- 
planation I can offer is font the 
shoppers, plnrabers and taxi-dri- 
vers had a firm enough grip on 

the campaign to recognise one 
of its more obscure figures. 

There is another lesson to be 
learnt, which I think will become 
dearer as the votes are analysed 
more thoroughly. In the London 
referendum the level of the 

“Yes” vote varied from alow of 


57 per cent in Bromley (the bor- 
ough which started the whole 
controversy over London gov- 
ernment back in the early eight- 
ies by torpedoing the GLC’s 
fares policy in the courts) up to 
83.8 per cent in Haringey. 

It would be easy to explain 
this away as a contrast between 
Tory and Labour strongholds, 
but that would not explain the 
low “Yes" vote in leftish Har- 
row, and the relatively high 
level of support - 74 per cent - 
in the Tbry flagship 
TjVfendswDrth-NbristbedjvisaOT 
simply inner and outer London, 
as the figures vary wicbty in both 
cases. 

A far more reliable indica- 
tor of enthusiasm is evident if 
you list tbe top six “Yes" votes 
- Lambeth, Haringey, Cam- 
den, Hackney, Islington and 
Newham. These are all bor- 
oughs with large concentra- 
tions of poor ethnic minority 
voters. The conclusion I draw 
is that people who for decades 
have seen local government 
fail to reflect the diversify of 
their communities are ready to 
invest hope in this new idea. 

As the parties now start to 
go about tbe serious business of 
selecting their candidates for the 
assembly and the Mayoralty, 
they would be foolish to ignore 
tbe fact that one-in-three vot- 
ers will come from minority 
communities. Labour espetial- 


. ty may find that if it wins near- 
ly half its votes are cast ty non- 
white hands. 

If the new authority is not to 
fail it must be genuinely new. 
It will probably be two years be- 
fore we know tbe personalities 
who will form the new leader- 
ship of London. Ludrityfar me, 
as an interviewer, I will have the 
chance to hold the politicians' 
feet to the fire for the next year 
or so, in order to ensure that the 
proposals are not neutered as 
they go through parliament. 
This will be great sport, but 
there are serious questions still 
to be tackled about the 
legislation. 

It has to deliver decisive, 
powerful dty government, un~ 
trammeled by old allegiances 
and machine politics. The new 
mayor and assembly should be 
the sort of outfit that lets every- 
one in the capital feel they have 
a place at tbe governing table. 
This referendum was not a job 
creation scheme for a bunch of 
middle-aged blokes whose prin- 
cipal qualification is that 
they’ve done something like this 
before. If they truly believe in 
London, they will step aside and 
allow the emergence of a new 
breed who feel and look like 
London. If not they will have 
to be pushed aside. And that, 
my friends, could be the most 
vinous, and therefore, enter- 
taining. battle of all. 
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It’s no joke 
being a 


cartoonist 


Martin Plimmer on a special festival 
devoted to the art world’s mavericks 


IN AT LEAST one respect, 
the cartoonist is God. He can 
make people’s noses as big as 
he fancies. In every other way 
he is not so elevated. 

There can be few people 
with lower status than him - 
it is nearly always a him. 
Unless the cartoonist is for- 
tunate enough to be one of 
a tiny Slite contracted to 
work for a national newspa- 
per, he exists on the bottom 
rung of the media earnings 
ladder. 

Newspapers don’t devote 
so much space to cartoons 
any more and are less inter- 
ested in the quality of the 
draughtsmanship than the 
gag. The cartoonist sits at 
home all day staring at the 
wall, alternately barking with 
laughter and howling with de- 
spair, working up topical 
jokes, which he 
faxes in batches p~i i" ) "p 
to newspapers > 11 4- S f 
in the hope that, XT-Liglf 
should a hole 
happen to arise 
in an editorial 1 VTYrl 
layout, one of P=vnr»^ 
his cartoons will 
be picked from ^ ~ 
a huge pile of 
similar, unso- 
licited submis- 
sions. /: 

Then his 
masterpiece will 
be shrunk to fit ffT ^ 
a liny space, and 
he will receive 
from £40 to 
slightly over __ 


to do 30 or 40 drawings. 
You’ve got to be a veiy good 
cartoonist to earn more than 
£6,000 a year. It’s that hard.” 

We don’t value our car- 
toonists - we don’t even have 
a cartoon museum. But it also 
has a lot to do with the car- 
toonist's habit of looking 
sideways at people and laugh- 
ing quietly to himself. He is 
the dysfunctional brother of 
the stand-up comedian 
(whose ability to repeat his 
jokes he envies}. 

This cloak of anonymity 
will be cast aside tomorrow 
at Cartoon '98, a celebration 
of cartoonists 7 art at Chelsea 
Town Hall, London. Those 
being outed include Michael 
Heath, Caroline Holden, 
Chris Riddell. Geoff 
Thompson, Giles Pilbrow 
and Colin Wheeler. 


mi 


SCIL 


£100. The high- 
est rates are The joker: fantasy and the reality 
paid by Private Cartoons: B Kliban 


paid by Private 
Eye and Punch, 
for whom the cartoon is 
much more than a pier. 
Punch uses 20 to 30 car- 
toons a week which threaten 
to sink cartoon editor Steve 
Way's desk. He gets 700 a 
week, but the number keeps 
on growing. ‘'It's one of those 
things a lot of people think 
they can do and while it’s rel- 
atively easy to make some 
money, it's very difficult to 
make a career of iL You’ve 
got to sell four or five to make 
a reasonable weekly wage 
and to achieve that you’ve got 


“It's an attempt to raise 
the status of cartoons," says 
Duncan McCoshan whose 
home-made magazine. The 
Journal of Silly, is organising 
the day together with the Car- 
toon Arts Trust There will be 
stalls selling original draw- 
ings, displays by caricaturists 
and children's workshops. 
The illustration on the pester 
for the event is of a man 
shooting his shadow with a 
gun. That won’t put anyone 
off. As every cartoonist 
knows, angst is funny. 


**lt used to 
be penniless 
students. 


Now it’s skint 
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THE LEARNING CURVE. Libby Purves describes 
the best university courses, campuses and vn.’ue for money. 
Tuesday afternoon. i2 May. 4.02 — 4,30. 
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Real live horror show 


Sarah Kane's new play, 'Cleansed', will shock theatregoers, but that doesn’t mean ft shouldn't be shown. By David Benedict 


FOR BETTER or worse, the 
spell of most plays drifts off the 
moment you leave the theatre. 
Not Sarah Kane's Cleansed. 
Hard as you try, hs compelling, 
horror-soaked atmosphere re- 
fuses to be shaken off. It clings 
to you like a shroud. 

This is hardly surprising in a 
play which painstakingly charts 
the descent into the brutality of 
a world which seeks to den y the 
power of positive emotion. Its 
catalogue of cruelties has already 
been accused of being 
irresponsibly sho cking but the 
real shock is bow powerfully the 
vivid images resound in your 
imaginati on for ages afterwards. 

The hullabaloo that greeted 
Kane's Royal Court debut. 
Blasted , in 1995, catapulted her 
from nowhere to notoriety in a 
single night Broadsheet news- 
papers, and tabloids who didn't 
even have a theatre critic, 
cleared pages to denounce the 
“atrocities" on display. Theatre 
hadn’t seen such scandal since 
Mary Whitehouse tried to sue 
the National for the simulated 
anal rape in The Romans in 
Britain 15 years earlier, a scene 
which resembled Rebecca of 
Sunnybrookfiirm in comparison. 

Kane’s return to the Court 
revisits extreme violence. Grace 
(Suzan Sylvester J visits a name- 
less institution to reclaim the 
clothes of her beloved brother 
Graham, who died while being 
held there as a heroin addicL 
Although we have already seen 
his death in the opening scene 
- he's given a fatal overdose via 
an injection in bis eye - there 
is an air of malevolent mystery 
about what is happening. 

But Kane refuses to spoon- 
feed her audience with anything 
as comforting as a straightfor- 
ward detective narrative. In- 
stead she presents us with 20 
measured scenes set within this 
fascist institution designed to rid 
society of its “undesirables", in 
which torture and punishment 
are mercilessly and methodi- 
cally meted out to a desperate 


group of people struggling to 
save themselves through love. 

At one particularly tender 
moment, Grace tries to teach 
Robin, an educationally sub- 
normal boy, to read and write. 
Hying to draw her name so that 
the image corresponds to the 
sound of the word, he asks her 
for a pink crayon. Grace insists, 
“Its not about colour, colour 
doesn’t come into iL” To a de- 
gree, that sums up Kane’s world 
view. For her, nearly everything 
is black and white, with few 
shades of grey. Learning that she 
was a fervent, born-again, Chris- 
tian until the age of 17 comes as 
no surprise when faced with the 
complete conviction of her writ- 
ing: there is no room for doubL 

The writing has an almost un- 
paralleled distilled intensity 
which is often unbearable to 
watch. Whether flinching or 


much contemporary dialogue- 
driven young writing look 
limply unambitious. 

She is also an extremely strict 
writer. As in the work of Edward 
Bond (a major influence), her 
stage directions demand the ap- 
parently impossible, from the 
severing of limbs to burning a 
library of books to shattering a 
wall with blood and gunfire. As 
her own production of her trans- 
lation of Phaedra's Love proved 
(an event which forced many of 
her critics to recant), she is no 
mean director herself. 

But here, as in Blasted, she 
has the imm ense good fortune 
to haw a director with a amflarty 
exacting dramatic mind. James 
Macdonald’s production has a 
quite terrifying sense of purpose. 
It is impossible to say where Je- 
remy Herbert’s design stops and 
Macdonald's direction takes 


Those expecting a splatter-fest will be 
disappointed. Everything is done through 
suggestion, which is far more harrowing 


shuddering, your reactions to the 
violence are extremely physicaL 
Carl, whose crime was to love 
Rod. another man, is systemat- 
ically robbed of all means of hu- 
man expression over successive 
scenes. Beaten up by unseen 
hands, he is then raped by an (in- 
visible) metal pole, his tongue 
is cut out his hands and then feet 
are cut away in sight of his lover. 
It may seem excessive but Kane 
is dealing with authoritarian vi- 
olence, hardly the stuff of dis- 
cretion and politeness. 

In fact, her handling of 
image and metaphor sets her 
apart from almost every other 
playwright of her generation. 
Like her peers, all she is doing 
is creating a coherent world on 
her own terms, but the dramatic 
conjuring up of her controlled 
rage of what she sees makes so 


over, but without both the play 
would collapse. The text de- 
mands an almost bald produc- 
tion and they pay it the highest 
compliment by creating highly 
stylised, carefully plotted, pris- 
tine visual images. Those ex- 
pecting a splatter-fest will be 
disappointed Everything is done 
through suggestion, which, of 
course, is far more harrowing. 

As a section of perimeter 
fence or a hospital bed are 
flown slowly down from above, 
red ribbons are used to indicate 
blood. At one point Grace 
hangs suspended while appar- 
ently lying on a bed: the image 
of martyrdom is not accidental. 
Macdonald and Herbert take 
you by the hand, allowing you 
to become a prisoner of Kane’s 
fierce but fiercely controlled 
imagination. Without this dis- 


tancing degree of stytisation. the 
pain would be unwatcbable. Yet 
the night 1 saw it, nobody lefL 

The precision of the staging 
may be beautiful but even that 
can not disguise dear weak- 
nesses in the writing; With his 
shaved head looking lost and vul- 
nerable nodding over his gangly 
body, Daniel Evans is a vision of 
innocence as Robin. The scene 
where he discovers an abacus 
and carefully counts out his 
days, building to his desperately 
sad suicide, is an extraordinarily 
affecting portrayal of a boy lost 
in hope, but several of the other 
roles are fatally underwritten. 
Stuart McQuarrie tries to lend 
depth to the torturer but the role 
leaves him straitjacketed. 

The spare dialogue strives to 
pare the emotions to the bone 
but Kane’s rigour overtakes 
her. The moments of pure good- 
ness- the warmth of sunlight or 
the sudden appearance of upon 
row upon row of daffodils - are 
there to counterbalance the 
horrors of a sociely which kills 
love, but they don’t resonate as 
strongly she wills them to. There 
are flashes of humour (which the 
audience feasts upon like manna 
in the wilderness) but they are 
few and far between, and too of- 
ten she tips the balance too far. 
which leaves her straining to 
achieve further effect. 

Cleansed is no means an un- 
mitigated success, but the duty 
of all new-writing theatres is to 
honour the vision of its play- 
wrights. To reach maturity, as 
Kane surely will, it is essential 
their work be staged- An un 
performed text remains unfin 
ished. This fiercely powerful 
realisation of a profoundly 
dystopic vision is one of the 
most disturbing productions 
you will ever see. To some it will 
be repellent Others will recog 
nise it as absolute proof of the 
power of live theatre. 
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SHOCK! OUTRAGE! ENCORE! 


"Shock and horror tactics 
in the theatre have an 
honourable tradition from 
tiie Greeks and jacobeans 
through to James Bond. 
Kane may want to be a 
Bad Girl, but she also 
shows enormous promise." 

Michael Coveney. 

Daily Mail 


a cynical attempt to retain 
its reputation for 
controversial cutting-edge 
theatre. In fact, the play is 
a deadly* entirely 
predictable bore." 

CTtodes Spencer. 

Defy Telegraph 


"Sarah Kane clearly 
believes that she is a 
serious writer with 
important things to say. 
What saddens me is that 
the Royal Court 
encourages her in this 
delusion, in what looks like 


"She is not the gloating 
opportunist that some 
reviewers of Blasted 
thought; she has, I feel, no 
less integrity than Pinter 
or Bond; but, God knows, 

I would hate to live in 
her head. 

Benedict Mgfrt/ngufe, 
The Times 


'Cleansed' is at the Royal Court 
Theatre downstairs, London 
WC2 (0171 565 5000), 


ROBERT HANKS’ WEEK IN RADIO 


THERE are more things in 
heaven and earth, correct me if 
I’m wrong, than are dreamt of 
in your philosophy. In an edi- 
tion of the science programme 
Frontiers, entitled “Some of 
Our Universe Is Missing" 
(Radio 4, Wednesday), the tag 
turned out to have a gratifyingfy 
literal application. 

Peter Evans talked to a 
number of scientists about 
“dark matter”, the reaDy heavy, 
black stuff which, according to 
the best calculations, is floating 
around, invisibly, somewhere in 
the universe. 

The argument goes like this: 
it seems dear dial there must be 
an awful lot of gravity holding 
the whirling cosmos together. 
And since gravity goes along with 
mass, we can have a pretty good 
stab at the mass of the universe. 
But when we compare that 
calculation with the amount of 
stuff we can see, it seems that we 
can only account for about 10 
per cent of that mass. So there 
must be vast quantities of invis- 
ible stuff to make up the differ- 
ence. 

This opening section was 
presented with admirable clar- 
ity; after that, though, despite 
his best efforts and those of the 


scientists interviewed, clarity 
broke down somewhat. This is 
not an area in which clarity is 
entirely possible. 

The fascinating part of the 
programme came at the end, 
where scientists suggested 
alternatives to dark matter per- 
haps we’re wrong to assume that 
space is a simple, empty thing, 
and the effects we attribute to 
dark matter are just space 
doing what it does. Or perhaps 
we need to scrap all our physics 
and begin a g ain from first prin- 
ciples. 

Most scientists, understand- 
ably, were unhappy with this 
idea, but one or two were tick- 
led. That line about more thing s 
on heaven and earth is a die he 
beloved of the X-Files fan, but 
really, it is science's own motto 
- an acknowledgement that it 
doesn't know all the answers and 
shouldn't claim to. 

In the same week, however, 
we have had a depressing ex- 
ample of the thoroughly unsci- 
entific. in the shape of Sleuths 
(Radio 4. Tuesday). This series 
ended with a look at Keith 
Wright, a detective with the 
Metropolitan Police who 
moonlights as a clairvoyant. 
WrigfaL himself, had no lime for 


scientific justifications, he just 
“knew" that his psychic powers 
worked, and backed his knowl- 
edge up with some vague anec- 
dotal evidence. 

More worrying, though, was 
the thoroughly uncritical tone 


of the programme, taking all his 
claims at face value and giving 
him airtime to counter every 
attack. What is the point of 
broadcasting science pro- 
grammes when you undermine 
them with superstitious tosh? 


Bonnard 
at the Tate 


‘Captivating’ Times 
'Wonderful* Financial Times 
'Magical' Time Out 
'Magnificent* Mail on Sunday 
‘Splendid and unmissable' 

Spectator 

*A show to revisit and revisit' 
Sunday Telegraph 

Last weeks - ends 17 May 1998 

Tickets on the door or in advance from 

First Call: 0171-420 0055 (booking fee) 

Exhibition sponsored by 5 VErnST&Young 
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WESTMINSTER HOUR At the enH 

Of the programme, Simon Hbggart shares the- 
of Westminster with the rest of Bnnm in 
“ lcs Funn y OW World." Sunday everrrds from 


o Way. 10.45 - 1 1.00. 
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Miracle! What miracle! 


Headlines about 
cancer ‘cures’ 
are no comfort 
for people who 
are fighting the 
disease, writes 
Ann Treneman 

THERE sue three things you 
can count on when it conies to 
new about cancer. The first is 
that the word “hope" will be in 
the headline and the second is 
that the word “breakthrough" 
will be in the first sentence. The 
third is that neither are proba- 
bly true on the day in question. 

So it has been with this 
week’s “Hopes for Cancer 
Cure” headlines. The stoiy that 
came out of Boston via the New 
York Times said that scientists 
want to start human trials with 
two “breakthrough” drugs that 
have been shown to eradicate 
all tumours in mice. The reports 
said trials may start “soon" but 
that seems to mean wi thin a 
year. The cure itself is at least 
two years away. 

One in three of us will gel a 
form of the disease, so anything 
that hints of cure is news. But 
the drug companies have an in- 
terest here too. The mere sug- 
gestion that the Boston 
scientists wanted to start human 
trials saw the company which 
plans to market the drug in- 
crease its share value by $71 to 
$83 on the day of the report. 

But what of the cancer suf- 
ferers? Hem do they react to the 
revelations of serial break- 
throughs? Others see salvation 
and it’s only human to think that 
somewhere between the lines 
lies the very cure for their can- 
cer. The day after a cancer 
makes the news, the phones 
never stop ringing at Britain’s 
600 cancer charities. But per- 
haps a more common reaction 
is anger. As breast cancer sur- 
vivor Gillian Hudson says: “It’s 
all so simplified. Nothing in life 
is that simple ” 

Here is how she and two oth- 
ers with cancer reacted to this 
latest breakthrough news. • 
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Fighting ore 

Giles 

Trentham 

has been 
told he has 
two months 
to Hve after 
cancer 
spread to 
hisHver. 

Photograph: 

John Lawrence 


ACCORDING to the Pharmaceutical Re- 
search and Manufacturers of America, it 
takes 15 years to bring an experimental drug 
to human patients. Only one in 1,000 com- 
pounds tested makes it into safety trials on 
humans; of those, only one in 20 is approved. 
Some recently mentioned “cures” are: 

Glutathione S-transferase (GtSp) 

What It does: It’s an enzyme that, in mice, 
seems to help cells to detoxify themselves. 
Who gets the money: The Imperial Can- 
cer Research Fund and Cancer Research 
Campaign, which are funding the research. 
Next step: Tb understand what GtSp does, 
and whether it has a direct human analogue. 

Supporters say: “Asingle gene could be pro- 
foundly important in protecting us against 
cancer" - Prof Roland Wolf, University of 

Dundee. . ■ . 

Other views: “My concern is that the im- 
portance of the wort and what we are try- 
ing to say is taken out of context” - Professor 
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GILLIAN HUDSON. 

Aged 37, of Carshalton in 
Surrey, she was diagnosed 
last May with breast cancer. 
She had a partial mastecto- 
my and did not have to 
have any radiotherapy or 
chemotherapy. She attends 
a support group at the Roy- 
al Marsden hospital 

“At first when you see the 
headline and it's Dice a new 
cancer drug, you feel quite 
uplifted and then you read 
it and find out that it has only 
been tested on mice. Then 
there was a quote later on 
in the artide which said 
This is not going to help any- 
body who has cancer now’. 
It makes you quite angry, 
actually. 

“The death of Linda 
McCartney was quite a hor- 
f rffir time for anybody with 
breast cancer. I’ve spoken to 
the people in my support 
group, and we all found i it 




very upsetting. The papers 
had said that she had 
beaten breast cancer but she 
obviously hadn’t. 

“Nobody really beats 
breast cancer, you live with 
breast cancer and it’s a mat- 
ter of how long you live with 
It 

“People had thought that 
if Linda McCartney could 
beat it, they could too. And 
then you read that she’s 
died. Very distressing. 

“I wish it were that they 
would discover a drug that 
would kill all cancers, but it 
doesn't work like that 
“They should report 
more realistically. The actu- 
al articles are balanced but 
a lot of people just take on 
board the headline. 

“it’s Uke my niece called 
me up and she said: ‘Oh isn't 
it wonderful about that new 
drug. That means you’ll be 
all right nowT! didn't have the 
heart to tell hen ‘No It 
doesn't actually’. 
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The 52-year-old business- 
man, from Oxfordshire, was 
diagnosed with colon cancer 
last spring and underwent 
surgery, chemotherapy and 
a course at the Bristol Can- 
cer Help Cadre. Vie cancer 
has now spread to his liver 
and he has been told he has 
two months to live. 

“I pursue all of the stories. 
IVe been told that they can't 
do much for me In the con- 
ventional sense, so I am 
much more open to looking 
at other things. I went out 
to Italy for a week about 
three weeks ago to pursue 
this Professor Luigi cD Bella 
who claims to have cured 
tens of thousands of patients. 
There have been lots of ar- 
ticles on -him. 

“WeVe probably looked 
quite seriously at 10 alter- 
native treatments. We 
looked at a Russian therapy 


to do with using a protein i 
in the umbilical cord but I i 
was told it was $200^)00 just 
co walk in the door. 

“I heard about the news 
tins week when a friend 
faxed me the artide from the 
New York Times. I woke up 
and there was a seven page 
fax. SheTs a very oid friend 
and she saki *GBes, don’t give 
up hope. Stay alive for a year 
because you never know; this 
just might work!’ Another 
friend is trying to see if there 
is any chance that I can get 
on the clinical trials. 

“The way I hanefle 
these stories Is to try and 
go into action on ft fast 
and then sort of leave it. I 
have to live very much in 
the present. I think my 
chances of getting well are 
much more than my 
chances of having some 
miracle cure in two years, 
so it doesn’t really bother 
me, but it does interest 
me hugely." 


The media commentator 
and Times columnist has 
written extensively about 
what it is like to have throat 
cancer. His book “C - 
Because Cowards Get Can- 
cer Too" is out next month. 

“I rally did think that the 
press knew better by now 
than to run ’miracle cure for 
cancer* stories. How did I 
lied? My heart skipped a 
beat, 1 stopped what I was 
doing and sat down on the 
stairs and worked my way 
through the papers. What i 
wanted to read was that all 
my doctors had to do was 
to keep me going long 
enough to be around when 
the mirade is proven - even 
though 1 knew there is no 
possibility of this. Not be- 
cause my doctors can't keep 
me going but because how- 
ever high the share price ris- 
es to, no drug can do what 


the press daim for this drug. 

“I admit that this is a dif- 
ficult one for the press to 
deal with. ‘New drug based 
on old theory may at some 
time In the fixture treat cer- 
tain sorts of cancer* isn't the 
snappiest headline in the 
world. 

“One of the real prob- 
lems is not simply that peo- 
ple's hopes are raised 
unrealistically but that the 
NHS has to waste precious 
resources dealing with those 
hopes. The day after GPs 

surgeries around the land are 

filled with patients pleading 
for the new ‘treatment*. In 
fact one GP ! spoke to last 
time such a story broke said 
that what often happens is 
that the cancer patient's 
spouse or parent turns up 
for treatment for some mi- 
nor illness - It's this splinter 
doctor; 1 think its going sep- 
tic’ - and after the doctor has 
dealt with that pleads for the 
new treatment”. 


Endostatin and angiostatin. 

What they do: Apparently, these proteins 
are secreted by tumours to stop other 
turnouts growing- 

Who gets the money: Entremed, based in 
Rockville, Maryland. 

Next step: tests on humans. 

Supporters say: “The most exciting cancer 
research in my lifetime” — James Watson, co- 
discoverer of the structure of DNA. 

Other views: “The hisroiy of cancer research 
is littered with promised treatments that 
raised hopes, only for them to be dashed 
when the treatments were pul to the test in 
humans" - James Watson (again), in a let- 
ter to the New York Times. 

MDB, a drug cocktail of the growth hormone 
somatostatin, ami retinoid, a vitamin A drug. 
What It does: Supposedly encourages 
healthy cells to multiply. 

Who gets the money: Dr di Bella, 86. 
charges £200 a day for his trealmenL 
Next step: “Blind” tests, due to end in June. 
Supporters say: “The drugs I use are non- 
toxic ... the patient does not suffer the side- 
effects of sickness, tiredness and loss of hair" 
- Dr di Bella. 

Other views: “Conventional medicine 
cures four out of 10 people of cancer. Who 
can blame the other six for looking for an 
alternative solution?” - Professor Gordon 
McVie, Cancer Research Campaign. 

Frogspawn 

What it does nobody’s sure. 

Who gets the money: Dundee University. 
Next step: Cany out research for five years. 

Supporters say: “By learning about prob- 
lem cells we hope we may be able to devel- 
op treatments that prevent cells becoming 
malignant.” - Dr Julian Blow, team head. 
Others say: it’s far, far loo soon to say. 
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Sir Alan Glyn 


ITIS a great mistake to haunt 
the corridors of the Commons 
and of the Palace of Westmin- 
ster too long. 1 fear that most 
current members of the House 
will remember Alan Glyn as a 
creaky, occasionally cantan- 
kerous old buffer. This is a pity. 

The Alan Glyn whom 1 hist 
knew as MP for Clapham in the 
early 1960s, and later in his first 
decade as MP for Windsor, 
was shrewd, interesting, wittily 
sardonic, well-informed with 
first-band information and a de- 
lightful companion on all-party 
parliamentary visits. He was 
an observer of the spread of 
Communism across the inter- 
national scene and bad personal 
experience of many of the trou- 
ble spots of the post-war world. 
That he was able to travel at per- 
sonal expense, beholden to no 
one, made his impressions and 
insights the more valuable. 

Glyn was then a potentially 
considerable member of the 
House of Commons as a London 
MP; later to be personally an- 
ointed by the austere and heavy- 
weight Sir Charles Mott- 
Raddvffe as his successor in the 
safe lory Windsor constituency. 
Mott-Radclyffe - who was the 
captain of the House of Com- 
mons cricket team - told me in 
1969 that Alan Glyn was “an ex- 
cellent all-rounder'' in both crick- 
eting and non-cricketing terms. 

Alan Glyn was born in Lon- 
don. the son of a barrister. John 
Paul Glyn. who had been an of- 
ficer in the Royal Horse Guards 
- later one of his son’s many cre- 
dentials as representative of 
Combermere Barracks and all 
that goes with the Household 
Cavalry and Windsor. GJyn's as- 
sociation with the Blues was to 
be lifelong, even after he retired 
as an honorary major in 1967. 
His mother, Margaret Johnston, 
came from a distinguished 
Edinburgh Legal family. 

After Westminster he read 
Natural Sciences at Caius Col- 
lege, Cambridge. He was taught 
by Joseph Needham, later to be 
a Companion of Honour and 
Master of the college, but fa- 
mous as the historian of Chinese 
science. Glyn told me that, 
though his political views were 


at the other end of any spectrum 
from those of Joe Needham, it 
was Needham who had first 
interested him in the Far Fast, 

At the outbreak of war Glyn 
enlisted as a trooper in his fa- 
ther’s old regiment and was 
commissioned in 1940. He vol- 
unteered for service in the Far 
East, having graduated at Staff 
College, and went to India and 
Burma in 1942; be was demo- 
bilised as a Brigade Mtgar in 1946. 

Resuming his medical stud- 
ies he qualified in 1943 and went 
into general practice. As a doc- 
tor he bad a favourable repu- 
tation and was certainly held in 
the highest esteem by colleagues 
of all parties in the House of 
Commons. In the 1960s and 
2 970s anyone who became ill in 
the Palace of Westminster was 
treated by Dr Barnett Stress, Dr 
Maurice Miller, Dr David 
Owen, Dr David Kerr or any 
other doctor MP who could be 
found. Alan Glyn excelled in 
such fraught situations; he was 
good at diagnosis, nothing too 
much trouble. 

Having also qualified in law, 
Glyn was chosen for Clapham, 
partly by virtue of the impres- 
sion which he had made as a co- 
opted member of the old 
London County Council edu- 
cation committee. He was elect- 
ed by a majority of 22^66 to the 
20390 of the sitting Labour 
member, Charles Gibson, in 
1959, losing his seat by 556 votes 
to Mis Margaret McKay in 1964. 

In his maiden speech on 10 
February 1960 he described how 
he had been in Hungary at a cru- 
cial moment in world history: 

I am influenced, 1 must confess, in 
my approach to foreign affairs by the 
events of 1956. At that time, 1 was 
fortunate - or unfortunate - enough 
to be in Hungary during the revolu- 
tion. I witnessed the Russian armies 
invading that country, in contraven- 
tion to a treaty and an agreement 
which bad been made only three days 
previously by which the Russians 
guaranteed that they would leave 
Hungary and never invade it again. 

As I journeyed from Hungary to- 
wards Romania, 1 saw the Russian 
armies advancing from Russia. It oc- 
curred to me then, and it has occurred 
to me ever since, that there was noth- 
ing in Europe at that time in the way 
of conventional forces which could 
possibly have slopped those armies 
proceeding westwards through Aus- 


R. B. Beare 


R. B. BEARE was a third gen- 
eration in the family firm of vi- 
olin dealers. The original firm 
of Beare, Goodwin - the first 
ever wholesaler of musical in- 
struments in Britain - was es- 
tablished by his grandfather 
John Beare in Brewer Street, 
London, in 1865. selling musi- 
cal instruments from Jew's- 
harps at six shillings per gross 
to symphonions at £36 each (ex- 
tra tunes, five shillings). Violins 
could be had for 12 shillings a 
piece. They also published 
music and one of the first com- 
pose is on their list was the 
young, and completely unknown, 
Edward Elgar. 

The firm later became Beare 
& Son, specialising in instruments 
of the violin family and man- 
aged by John Beaxe's younger 
son, Walter. In 1892 John Beare 
opened a retail shop in Wardour 



Beare: equable 


Street, J. & A, Beare, for his el- 
der son, Arthur, and as such it 
became one of the best-known 
international violin dealers. 

Richard Barrington Beare, 
Waller's younger son, entered 
the business in 1931 and, after 
war service (four years in the 



WefJ-in formed: Glyn in a US personnel carrier cm patrol in Vietnam 


tria and right through Europe. There 
was only one factor which could stop 
them and that was the [ear of the 
atomic deterrent I am quite con- 
vinced that that whs the factor which 
deterred them. 

Glyn was a champion of the 
possession of nuclear weapons, 
but not an unthinking one. 
When he lost his seat in 1964, 
he made excellent use of his ab- 
sence from the Commons by go- 
ing, as a war correspondent, to 
Vietnam. He wrote Witness to 
VTet Nam : the containment of 
Communism in South-East Asia, 
published in 1968, in which he 
addressed with perception key 
questions of the day. How did 
the war start? Who were the Vi- 
etcong? How was it that the 
struggle between such un- 
equally armed combatants, the 
United States on one hand, and 
the ili-armed guerrillas on the 
other, was lasting so long? He 
was among the first to predict 
the terrible consequences for 
Laos and Cambodia. 

On his return he told George 
Scott of the BBC Home Service 
Ten OVJock Programme, 


It can’t be strived by war alone, this 
s quite dear. It will have to be solved 
by . . . beating the Vietcong militar- 
ily, but at the same time you have got 
to produce three essential things Tor 
the people of Vietnam. First of ail, 
you have got to give them security 
from attack by the Vietcong; sec- 
ondly, you have gono be able to pro- 
duce a better standard of living than 
that which is offered by the Commu- 
nists; and lastly you have got to give 
them the feeling that they can go atom 
their business, tend their fields, in lib- 
erty and freedom, and live a normal 
family life not any different from any 
other community in the world. 

When Glyn returned to the 
Commons his first speech was 
on 9 December 1970 when he 
gave us first-hand experience 
not only of Vietnam but of Chi- 
na, Algeria, Fidel Castro's 
Cuba, Cyprus, the West Bank 
and many other areas to which 
he had been. 

Crucial to Glyn was the sup- 
port of his feisty and charming 
wife of whom he used repeat- 
edly to say, “When I went any- 
where dangerous, Rosula would 
tell me, ’If you really must, get 
killed. But for pity's sake, what- 
ever you do, do not get yourself 


taken prisoner and cause 
complications for all of us.’ ” 
In the early days of his par- 
liamentary return it was a sad- 
ness to him that his experience 
could not have been put to use 
on the front bench of either the 
Foreign Office or the Ministry 
of Defence. However, whatev- 
er his unfulfilled ambitions, 
Glyn was an assiduous Member 
- “a most conscientious atten- 
der," in tbe words of Michael 
Jopling, “even when he was a 
far-f ram- well man” - who 
would go to enormous trouble 
to make sure that he voted to 
support his party in government 
whenever they needed him . 
Service was his yardstick. 

Tam Dafyelf 

Akm Gfapurridist, physirian, lawyer 
and pottkkm: bom London 26 Sep- 
tember 1918; called to the Bar, Mid- 
dle Temple 1955; MP (Gonservatfre) 
for Qapham 1959-64, for Windsor 
1970-74, /or Windsor and Maiden- 
head 1974-92; Kt 1990; married 1962 
Lady Rosula Windsor Grve (two 
daughters/; died London 5 May 1998. 


Royal Army Service Corps in 
North Africa), served as man- 
aging director until his retire- 
ment in 1978. Under his 
direction Beare & Son enlarged 
its sources of supply, not only 
acquiring :rtock from tradition- 
al centres such as Mirecourt in 
France and MittenwaJd in Ger- 
many, but also initiating imports 
from makers in Czechoslovakia 
and Romania. He was particu- 
larly concerned to find affordable 
instruments for music students. 

J. & A. Beare is now under 
the direction of his cousin 
Charles Beare, a leading au- 
thority on the valuation of 
stringed instruments world- wide. 

“Dick” Beare was bom in 
Surbiton in 1908, the younger 
son of Walter Beare and Con- 
stance Wode house - one of the 
Kimberley Wodebouses and a 
distant cousin of the novelist 


P.G. Wodehouse. He was edu- 
cated at Charterhouse where, in 
his last two years, he was a mem- 
ber of the school’s football and 
cricket XK Going on to Jesus 
College, Cambridge, he won a 
football Blue m 1929 and a golf 
Blue in 1930- in the same team 
as Henry Longhurst. It was 
said that he could easily have 
won a third for cricket, had he 
stayed up another year. 

Over the years he played reg- 
ularly with the Corinthian Ca- 
suals and won numerous golf 
trophies including the Ogilvie 
Shield, in 1928 and 1929, the 
Neale Cup ( 1929) and the Frig- 
ate ( 1930) at Thorpeness Golf 
Club, and the much-coveted 
Harry Vardon Cup at West 
Herts Golf Gub in 1 92S, He was 
also Suffolk County Champion 
in 1946. (Had he followed his 
instincts he could have become 


a successful professional golfer 
- he was a scratch player at 16.) 

In 1947 he married the mu- 
sical journalist, and future bi- 
ographer of Arnold Dolmetsch. 
Margaret Campbell. They 
shared many interests including 
the theatre, concert-going and 
foreign travel. 

Dick Beare was cheerful, 
equable in temperament and 
possessed great personal charm. 
He was physically fit and was 
still playing golf until well into 
his eighties and thought noth- 
ing of walking five or six miles 
a day “just to keep in trim”. 

Steve AaJ 


Richard Barrington Beare, wofii deal- 
er: bom Surbiton, Surrey 20 July 
1908 ; married 1947 Margaret 
Campbell (two sons, one daughter); 
died Wendmer, Budanghamshve 18 
April 1998. 


Professor Myres McDougal 


INTERNATIONAL law is not 
about neutral rules which states 
apply or ignore as power poli- 
tics dictate. It is a particular 
form of authoritative decision- 
making, operating where pow- 
er and authority coincide, and 
unashamedly directed towards 
the achievement of very pre- 
cisely defined goals which nec- 
essarily are not value-free. This, 
in essence, is the policy science 
approach to international law, 
formulated by Myres McDou- 
gal in the 1950s and 1960s with 
the political scientist Harold 
LassweQ and elaborated and 
applied over the years with a 
variety of associates. 

The ideas underlying the 
policy science, or “Yale Law 
School”, approach to Interna- 
tiona] law were of themselves 
challenging and controversiaL 
They were made the more so by 
the powerful and combative 
style with which McDougal ad- 
vanced them, whether orally or 
in writin g. In the 1960s and 
1970s h had only to be suggested 
that he would intervene at an in- 
ternational law meeting - 
whether at the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs in Lon- 
don, or the American Society of 
International Law in Washing- 
ton - for the hall to be filled to 
overflowing by those who rel- 
ished the battle that was bound 
to follow, as McDougal turned 
his guns on the opposition. 

The opposition ranged from 
the “ nealpoUtik ” critics of in- 
ternational law (such as Hans 
Morgenthal and George Ken- 
nan), to those who insisted 
upon the traditional virtue of 
rules and neutrality (such as Sir 
Gerald Fitzmaurice), and to 
those who accepted the rele- 
vance of policy but rejected the 
need for a rigorous methodol- 
ogy for its application (such as 
Wolfgang Friedmann). 

McDougal's pugnacious 
style on matters legal was 
matched tty Southern courtesy 
on matters personal. He was 
adored by his students and re- 
spected and liked even by those 
who profoundly disagreed with 
him. Knocking on the door of his 
office at Yale Law School one 
would bear the shouted com- 
mand “Cornel” (never “Cbme 
in"). When one had entered the 
room, an imposing figure wear- 
ing a green eye visor could 
eventually be discerned among 
the thousands of books which 
filled all available space. No stu- 
dent ever felt rushed. Indeed, 
the lucky ones might be invited 
to the Graduate dub to con- 
tinue the discussion over dinner. 

He was an inspired teacber 
whose deeply original ideas 
have irrevocably altered the 
way we think about interna- 
tional law. No international 
lawyer of the last 50 years has 
been so much written about by 
others. McDougal was also an 
intensely loyal man - those of 
whom he approved continued 
to receive his vigorous support 
over the years. 

McDougal’s output was pro- 
digious. He constantly battled 
against failing eyesight, but, 
with his eye visor, huge magni- 
fying glass and carefully select- 
ed younger associates, kept the 
problem at bay. He began his 
legal writing in the field of pro- 
perty law, before turning to in- 
ternational law, and specifically 


to jurisprudence, the law of the 

seas, treaty law, space law, hu- 
man rights, legal education and 
the use of force. Law and Min- 
imum World Public Order ( writ- 
ten with Florentino Feliciano. 
1961) and “Theories About in- 
ternational Law. prologue to a 
configure tive jurisprudence 
(written with Lasswell and 
Michael Reisman, in the Virginia 
Journal of International Law , 
1968) are two outstanding, and 
typical examples. 

In the 1980s he collaborat- 
ed increasingly with Michael 
Reisman, who had succeeded 
him as Professor of Interna- 
tional Law at Yale. Beyond the 
immediate circle of those with 
whom he wrote, there are today 
many international lawyers 
around the world whose ap- 
proach to their discipline 
is broadly sympathetic to 
McDougal’s legal philosophy. 

He had an active practice in 
international law, often work- 
ing together with Reisman. He 
appeared before the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice on behalf 
of the United States in litigation 
brought by Nicaragua. But he 
was perhaps viewed as too much 
wedded to his own approach 
ever to be appointed to the In- 
ternational Law Commission 
or the international judiciary. 

His influence was above all 





McDougal: pugnacious 


deed, felt intellectually bound 
to each other), were now in top 
teaching, diplomatic and pub- 
lic service positions all over the 
world. No fewer than three of 
his former students sit upon the 
Bench of the International 
Court of Justice (the judges 
from the United States, Japan 
and the United Kingdom). His 
90th birthday celebration at 
Yale was a great incoming from 
all the continents of those who 
felt indebted to him. 

His scholarship was widely 
acknowledged. The footnoting 
of his writings was a treasure 
trove of scholarly reference 
and acerbic comment A clas- 
sical scholar as a young man, be 
continued to find apposite 
Greek aphorisms with which to 
underline points made in his 
footnotes. If his footnoting rep- 
resented traditional scholar- 
ship of the highest order, his 
texts were written in a unique 
style, with a novel vocabulary 
rooted in the social sciences. 

Many international lawyers 
- and especially European 
lawyers - admired the scholar- 
ship but deplored the vocabu- 
lary McDougal employed, 
complaining that it represent- 
ed a barrier to the understand- 


ing of his analysis and ideas. Far 
McDougal. die use of unfamil- 
iar language, with tojefer- 
ences to “decision makers and 
“participants” and “communi- 
ty expectations”, was precisely 
to express ideas about the 
international legal process that 
were indeed different from 
the ideas carried by the more 
traditional vocabulary. 

It was necessary to find a vo- 
cabulary to express his percep- 
tion of international Jaw as a 
dynamic process available to a 
variety of international actors to 
achieve specified social goals. 
The old vocabulary wouldn’t do, 
because the terras themselves 
often represented the expres- 
sion of ideas that McDougal be- 
Ueved misconceived. In truth, 
his vocabulary was comprehen- 
sible with a mf nfm,irn of effort. 

What undoubtedly did make 
his work less accessible, from 
the stylistic point of view, was 
the heavily methodological 
suprastrucrure. People were 
keen to read his views on, for 
example, treaties or the high 
seas: they did not want to have 
to plough through pages on the 
process of authoritative decision, 
the various authority functions, 
strategies, etc. But McDougal 
believed that only adherence to 
the methodology would lead to 
the correct analysis. 

Accessibility aside, the sub- 
stance of his work generated 
enormous interest and consid- 
erable controversy. It was fierce- 
ly attacked by those who 
believed that the methodology 
on which it was based was so 
open textured that it would al- 
low of any result at alL where- 
as “law” has to be determinate. 
His critics also contended that 
the policy science approach 
too often served to promote US 
interests, which were dignified 
as “community values” to which 
decision-making should be 
directed. 

This perception was con- 
firmed in their eyes by the ro- 
bust support McDougal gave to 
the action of the US adminis- 
tration in such matters as the in- 
tervention in Grenada and 
support to tbe Contras in 
Nicaragua. But his objectives 
were far from traditionally con- 
servative. Senator Eastland 
(Democrat, Mississippi) said 
in reference to McDougal’s 
views on the UN Charter: “Mr 
McDougal was a schoolmate of 
mine. He is a very distinguished 
professor at Yale University, 
and I think a very misguided lib- 
eral.” He campaigned for US 
ratification of human rights 
treaties; for the Ibo cause in 
Nigeria; for sanctions in South- 
ern Rhodesia: for women's 
rights; for pluralism. 

. He thought of himself as an 
unreconstructed Southerner: 
an American patriot and an Ox- 
ford man. A Rhodes scholar as 
a young man, nothing gave him 
keener pleasure than his hon- 
orary fellowship in 1982 of his 
old college, St John's. 

Rosalyn H igg ins 

Myres SrnWi McDougal, international 
lawyer, legal phBosopher and edu- 
cahonabsc bom Burtons, Mississippi 
23 November 1906; Stating Professor 
of International Law, Yale Law School 
1958-75 (Emeritus/; married 1933 
trances Lee (one son); died New 
Haven, Connecticut 7 May 1998. 
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BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


marriages 

BURMAN / SA1CH: Keith, younger 
son oF Mrs D. Burrnan. of Cape Tcnvn. 
South Africa, and Nancy, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs M J. Sah-b, 
of Coulsdcm, Surrey, today at the 
Barbican Centre. London. 

Announcements tor Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 8, DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Desths, Memo- 
rial services. Wadding anniversaries. In 
MemoHam) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square, Canary Whart 
London EM SDL, telephoned to 0171- 
293 2012 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2011) or faxed Co 0171-293 20M, 
and are charged at £6-50 a Kna (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. Forthcom- 
ing marriages. Marriages) must be 
su b m i tted In wilting for tawed) and are 
charged at £K) a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 

The Independent's main switchboard 
number b 0171-293 200a The OBIT- 
UARIES e-mail address Is obituaries® 

independe n t, co . uk 


iOYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

DOA 1 : frfaiQM Atermrirm. Om fc ri krof Lan- 

eiler Unhenirv rod Pun* ihe Riakin Foon- 
limn, -.wens the Rudrin Library alUuoer 
inivetwtv. UmSa. TOMOIUUSW. The Onto 
rKnm, f\3»a» t'lAjnd- in-OXt't tbe RinaJ Sroe. 
njNun t'uinblCoiabiiwn and Grew) and lu- 
on. the Combined Cavalry Old Comrades A* 
kziIvud. takes the Sduicul the Cavalry MinMfU 
■rale, at Hyde Patfc. Lcedmi Wl. 


Changing of the Guard 

TODAY: The Household Cavaln Mourned Reg- 
iment Downs lias Oueen’i Lib Guard uHen* 
Guards, Him- 1st BatUintn Crfdwczvn Gnanfa 
mnunit the Ooecn’s GiuiJ, at BudBariram 
Patacr, 1 1 .Warn, bond by ihe^cots 

OiunU TOMORROW! The HuurebtU Owl- 
n MmuMrJ Hfriiwun mourns ihc Qucoi s Lu* 
<Wd oi Hone Guardi. Mb* Mmsss Run- 
eb*. Canadian Light Manny mints the Queen i 
G uard, al BucUngbani mace. Ii-Vtam. bond 
prvjvukd hy ttki Cnkhutam Chunk 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Richard Adams, author, 
78; Mr Alan Bennett, actor and 
playwright, 64; Miss Candice Bergen, 
actress. 51 The Right Rev Cyril 
Bowles, assistant Bishop, diocese of 
Gloucester, 82; Miss Sheila Burrell, 
actress, 76; Dr Vincent Cable MP.55; 
Mr John Cook, consultant surgeon, 
58; Lord Cooke of Thomdon, former 
PreadenuNewZealandCourtofAp- 
peaL 72; Mr Teny Downes, beser. S2; 
Mr Albert Finney, actor and direc- 
tor, 62; Mr Carlo Maria Giulim, con- 
ductor, S4; Mr Keith Haskell, 
ambassador to Brazil. 59; Sir Geoffrey 
Holland, Vice-Chancellor, Exeter 
University, 60; Miss Glenda Jackson 
MP, Minister for 'Transport in Lon- 
don, 62; Mr Biliy Joel, singer, 49; Mr 
Matthew Kelly, broadcaster, 48; Ms 
Ruth Kelly MP, 30; General Sir Pe- 
ter Long, former Master-General of 
the Ordnance, 73; Lord Lloyd of 
Berwick, a Lord of Appeal in Ordi- 
nary, 69; Mr Gavin LyaiJ, author, 66,- 
Sir John McDermott, a Lord Justice 
of Appeal, Northern Ireland, 7L Miss 
Geraldine McEwan, actress, 66; 
Processor Alistair MacFarlane. for- 
mer Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
Heriot-Watt University, 67; Mr Bri- 
an McMaster, Director, Edinburgh 
Festival, 55; Dr Roy Massey. Master 
of the Choristers, Hereford Cathe- 
dral, 64; Mr William Oiaer MP, 56; 
Sr David P las tow. Chairman, Med- 
ical Research Council, 66; Mr John 
Robertson, former deputy chair- 
man, Barclays de Zoete Wedd, 64; Mr 
Patrick Rye cart, actor, 46; Mr Vfer- 
non Sankey, chief executive, Reddtt 
and Colman, 49; Mr Malcolm 
Savidge MP. 52; Miss Joan Sims, ac- 
tress, 68; Admiral Sir Victor Smith, 
former Chairman, Australian Chiefs 
of Staff Committee, 85; Ms Claire 
Ward MP, 26; Mr Graham Ward, 
chairman. World Utilities Group. 
Price Waierbause, 46; Sir Nicholas 
Wilson, High Court judge, 53. TO- 
MORROW: Mr Milton Babbitt, 
composer. 82: Mr Win Bischoff, 
chairman, Schraders, 57; Mrs Bar- 


bara Thylor Bradford, author, 65; Mr 
William Cash MP, 58; Sir Brian Cor- 
by. former chairman. Prudential 
Corporation. 69; Maj-Gen Peter 
Davies, Director General, RSPCA, 
60; Maj-Gen Edward Fursdon, de- 
fence consultant. 73; Sir Edward 
Gardner QC. 86; Sir Basil Kelly, a for- 
mer Lord Justice of Appeal. North- 
ern Ireland, 73: Miss June 
Knox- Maw er, radio presenter, 68; 
Lady Lucinda Lambton (Lady 
Worsthorne). writer, broadcaster 
and photographer, SS; Mr Richard 
Lavers, ambassador to Ecuador, 51: 
Sir John Laws, High Court judge, 53; 
Miss Maureen Lipman, actress, 52; 
Lord Milligan, a Senator of the Col- 
lege of Justice in Scotland, 64; Lt-Gen 
Sir Anthony Mullens, former Deputy 
Chief of Defence Staff. 62; Lord 
MustiU, a former Lord of Appeal in 
Ordinary, 67; Sir David Orr, Chan- 
cellor. Queen’s University of Belfast, 
76; Sir Angus Pa ton, aril engineer. 
93; Mr Bruce Raymond, former 
jockey. 55; Mr Michael Shea, author, 
60; Lord Smith, consulting surgeon, 
84; Sir Denis Thatcher Bt, company 
director. 83. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births James Matthew 
Barrie, novelist and playwright, 1860. 
Deaths Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, 
occultist, 1891. On this day: Lincoln 
Cathedral was consecrated. 1092. To- 
day is the Feast Day of Si Bcatus of 
Lunge rn, St Beatus of Vendame, St 
Gerontius of Ccrvia end Si Pa- 
chomius. TOMORROW: Births 
Fred Astaire [Frederick Austerlitz). 
dancer and actor, 1899. Deaths: 
John Cameron Andrieu Bingham 
Morton ("Beachcomber’*), humorous 
writer, 1979. On this day: Winston 
Churchill began his office as Prime 
Minister, 1940. Tomorrow is the 
Feast Day of St Alphius. St Anton- 
inus of Florence, St Calepodius. St 
Catakfus or CathaJ. St Conlcth or 
Conktcd, St Epimarchus, St Gordian. 
St John of Avila and St Solange. 


FAITH & REASON 


God’s secret intention for the people of Brentwood 


Has the Consevative Party 
been infiltrated by a 
born-again sect? 

Trevor Barnes reports 


SOME years ago, in my trainee reporter 
days, 1 was dispatched to cover an 
Easter Passion Play put on by amateurs 
at Rochester Cathedral. I turned up at 
an evening rehearsal lo confront good 
cheer, enthusiasm, children by the car- 
load - and for good measure, an in- 
continent donkey sauntering up the 
nave. The whole project had been the 
brainchild of a spirited local woman 
whose name I have now forgotten. But 
I have never been able to get out of my 
head her stated motivation for staging 
the event. “I felt the Lord was asking 
me to do something," she said, “and He 
was asking me to do it for Tonbridge.” 
For Tonbridge. A nice touch, ihau I had 
lo admit that God is nothing if not 
specific when He has to be. 

t thought back to Rochester on 
Thursday night when polling day 
brought out the faithful of Brentwood 
in Essex for the final count ai the town's 
leisure centre. True, they were entire- 
ly different events but the introduction 
of personal religious convictions into 


otherwise neutral pursuits - in one case 
staging a pageant and in the other fight- 
ing the local elections - seemed to be 
a common thread and one Lhat appears 
to be weaving itself more and more fre- 
quently into the fabric of British pub- 
lic life. Not every one is happy about iL 

I should perhaps first explain that 
the citizens of Brentwood have not been 
bom again ox masse. After alt, this part 
of the world owes more to the Green 
rather than the Bible Belt. However, in 
recent weeks tbe activities of □ local Pen- 
tecostal church have forced religion, un- 
characteristically, into the news. It all 
began when the local Conservative 
Association noticed a dramatic in- 
crease in its membership. By January 
of this year in the Pilgrim's Hatch ward 
it had suddenly risen from 16 to 118. 
Now it is over 200. Delight turned to 
suspicion when it became clear that the 
new members had one thing in com- 
mon. They all belonged to the Peniel 
Pentecostal Church, a thriving Christ- 
ian fellowship based in. you've guessed 
it. Pilgrim’s Hatch. 

As the local Tories found themselves 
having to adjust to the ways of the new- 
comers there was talk of “takeover" and 
“infiltration". All of it was strenuous- 
ly denied by the church whose leader, 
a powerful and charismatic former 
policeman. Michael Reid, said church 
members were merely exercising their 


democratic rights to take part in local 
politics for the common good. They 
were, he said, Tories who happened to 
be Christians. Even so some local of- 
ficials smelled a rat. Why were they 
suddenly so interested in the Conser- 
vative Party now? Why hadn’t that same 
118 joined tbe Tory fooisoldiers as they 
took to the doorstep for the General 
Election? In short, what was their 
ulterior motive? 

There was none, the Church ex- 
plained. Democratic rights, desire to 
make a difference, need to put Chris- 
tian values of honesty and integrity back 
into political life etc. etc. Nothing 
suspicious at all. 

Veteran Tories were not reassured 
and they prepared themselves for the 
inevitable dispute and division. The 
extent in which the local Conservative 
association is divided was there to see 
on Thursday. One rosette but two fac- 
tions. each inclined to view the other 
with caution. Such a shame that the 
mere mention of religion in the same 
breath as politics seems to create an un- 
easy lull in any conversation. But it does. 

It has to be said lhat of the five Fb- 
mclConservatives fighting for election 
on Thursday at least two were far from 
being c»»ow political virgins lured into 
the fray after prayerful consideration, 
rhey were local Toiy politicians oflong 
standing, seasoned campaigners who 


“just happened to be Christians”. In the 
time-honoured way beloved of all ac- 
tivists of whatever religious or political 
affiliation they interpreted defeat as 
victory and pointed to the increased vote 
they had managed to secure. Again, 
some non- Peniel workers were uncon- 
vinced. They had been torn, they said, 
between the desire to vote Conserva- 
tive and their reluctance to endorse 
church-sponsored” candidates. Per- 
sonally they had nothing against them 
as individuals. It was their affiliati on to 
the controversial Peniel fellowship 
which was causing concern. “1 don’t 
think the Conservative Association 
will survive,” said one. 

In the event the Liberal Democrats 
hung on to overall control with the Con- 
servatives losing one contested seat. As 
we filed out of the hall just before mid- 
uight a defeated but buoyant Peniel man 
confronted the possibility -that the 
result might just be God’s way of 
telling him some thin g, “If He is telling 
me something. 7 ' he said, Tm too tired 
to listen and I’m going home for a cup 
of tea.” Equally defiant in defeat, his 
colleagues made their exits too, fired 
by the promise, “Well be back." 

And they will, too, unmoved tty corh- 
ments from within their own party that 
religion and politics don’t mix* Nowa- 
t * a ys. it seems, increasingly, they do. 1 
blame the Gove rnme nt. 
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MARKET REPORT 


-line rail companies could be next bid target 

?l . tbe st .? ck market s The stock market enjoyed Nycomed non-voters, in the same oeriod last vear for the chemical mun from licences for its NXT wafer- 



DEREK PAIN 


TWO of tbe stock market’s 
second-line rail companies 
are looking increasingly vul- 
nerable to takeover strikes. 

GB Railways, running tbe 
Anglia franchise, is seen as a 
target for FirstGroup; Prism 
RaU, which started with the 
London Tilbury and Southend 
services, is another possible 
FirstGroup target, although 
some wonder whether it. too, 
has its sights on GB. 

Shares of GB steamed 
ahead 25p to a 231 peak, 
capitalising the company at 
£19m. The much bigger Prism 
gained 7.5p to 4015p. 

FirstGroup, with bus and 
train interests, was little 
changed at 406p. Stagecoach 
improved 15p to l^OSp and 
National Express 6.5p to 
993. 5 p. 

Small, unquoted transport 
companies have in recent 
months found themselves on 
the receiving end of generous 
bids. GB and Prism, both 
traded on the junior AIM mar- 
ket. could be the next to fall. 


The stock market enjoyed 
tbe May sunshine. Once again 
supporting shares made the 
running with Footsie, after 
some hesitation, scoring a 
31.8 points gain to 3,969.8. 
Around lunchtime it was 
down 39.3 but a strong New 
York display, on the back of 
jobs figures, helped senti- 
ment. 

But supporting shares cap- 
tured the glory. The mid cap 
and small cap indices 
stretched to new peaks; the 
mid cap jumping 38.4 to 
3,741.1 and the small cap 
18.7 at 3,704.6. 

More takeover action on 
the under card prompted 
gains. Three companies said 
they were in bid talks. Con- 
centric, an engineer, put on 
38p to 145.5p; Gibbon, a 
maker of printing inks, 
achieved a 48p gain to 213.5p 
and SDX Business Systems 
jumped 58p to 353Jp. But 
IVust Motor reversed 3 ip to 
163p after bid talks broke 
dawn. 


Nycomed non-voters, 
probably the most volatile 
Footsie share, led bine chips 
with a 15 9p su rge to 2JX9p. 
Reuters, BTR and Unilever 
were among other Footsie 
front runners. 

Super stores drifted. Asda 
lost 5p to lS9p and Tesco 8p 
to 560p. Safeway, due to re- 
port next week, recovered a 
12p to dose up 3p to 368p. 

The chain's year’s figures 
will be poor. It has already 
warned that trading is tough 
and many believe it is only the 
possibility of an Asda bid 
which has prevented the 
shares bumping along at 
around 300p. The year’s re- 
sults axe expected to be 
around £375m, down from 
£430m. 

Insurers Commercial 
Union and General Accident, 
merging to form CGU, will re- 
port for the last time as sep- 
arate companies next week. 
Their combined first-quarter 
profits are likely to be less 
chan half what (he two made 


in the same period last year. 
CU ended J2p higher at 
1.140p and GenAcc shaded 2p 
to 1328p. 

EMI dipped 2p to 573p as 
doubts about a bid continued 
to weigh on the shares. After 
hours, it said talks bad been 
terminated. BOC, figures next 
week, fell 33.5p to 976.5p as 
Dresdner Klein won Benson 
lowered its recommendation 



for the chemical group from 
bold to self. 

Christie's International, 
the auctioneer, hardened 
21_5p to 317p. Stories that the 
Bahamas-based tycoon 
Joseph Lewis collected 400p 
a share for the 29 per cent 
stake he sold to French in- 
vestor Francois Pinault are 
causing a stir. Because the 
share deal was concluded 
outside the market there ap- 
peals to be no need for either 
party to disclose the price, 
leaving tbe way dear for ru- 
mours to circulate and possi- 
bly create a false market. 

If Mr Pinault did pay as 
much as 400p be would have to 
offer the same price to other 
shareholders, should be moral 

a takeover bid. There is in- 
creasing speculation that he is 
not the passive investor some 
suggested when be swooped. 

Capita, the business sup- 
port gronp, strengthened 
28.5p to 574.5p on investment 
meetings and Verity put on 2p 
to 103.5p following more 


licences for its NXT wafer- 
thin sound technology. 

Digital television presen- 
tations lifted Carlton Com- 
t mwi mtinns 9.5p to 517p and 
Granada 4p to l„087p. Pace 
Micro, a boxtop maker, 
jumped 7.5p to S2-5p- 

Geo Interactive Media 
finned 2-5p to 164p after re- 
vealing it hoped to place 18 
milli on shares, raising at least 
£19m, as part of a move from 
AIM to full listing. The plac- 
. ing will be between 125p and 
130pashare. 

P-HTitwh Pharmaceuticals 

was the day's drugs winner, 
jumping 61Jp to 687 Jp. Be- 
hind the surge was a claim 
that its gene technology had 
proved successful at trans- 
porting cancer-killing protein. 

NFC, tbe old National 
Freight, motored Up to 
187.5p. A share buyback is 
due to start soon and Robert 
Fleming Securities rates the 
shares, forecasting profits will 
clim b from a depressed £67m 
to £125m this year. 


TAKING STOCK 

THE Amtushus Pub Co, with 
just 31 outlets, enjoyed a rare 
Old ferment. First dealings saw 
the shares surge from a lOOp 
introduction to 325p; they 
settled at 265p. The obscure 

company has all the 
ingredients to make an 
impact Its backers include 
David Bruce, creator of foe 
Firkin pub concept Mkhael 
Cannon < JA Devenish and The 
Magk Pub Co) and 
firfigprenenr Lnfee Johnson 

(PizzaExpress). Chairman is 
Philip Snook who used to be 
managing director of The 
Magic Pub Co. Managing 
director Colin Stevens 


company bad already been 
contacted by companies 
interested in being acquired. 

JBIRSE, a construction group, 
gainal 3L5p to 2Z5p on 
takeover speculation. After a 
landing loss-making run, it 
has made profits in the past 
two years. At the interim stage 
profits of £ 2 , 086,000 were 
ahead of East year’s total. 

Some expect £5m for tbe year 
just ended. 
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BMW will 
fight VW 

for control 
of Rolls 


By Michael Harrison 

THE BATTLE for control of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars was threatening 
to degenerate into an unseemly le- 
gal squabble last night after BMW 
indicated it would rely on spoiling 
tactics (o thwart the agreed £430m 
offer from its German rival Volk- 
swagen. 

BMW, whose £340ra bid was dis- 
carded by Rolls' parent company 
Vickers in favour of the higher VW 
offer, said it would not get involved 
in a “dutch auction'’ for the com- 
pany, suggesting it will not attempt 
to increase its offer. 

Instead BMW is relying upon 
Rolls-Royce pic, the aero-engine 
maker which owns the Rolls-Royce 
name, to use its legal rights to block 
the transfer of the trade name to VW. 

As a further frustrating tactic, 
BMW repeated its intention to stop 
supplying engines for Rolls’ latest 
models, the Silver Seraph and the 
Bentley Amagc, if the sale to VW 
went ahead - which could prompt 
a damages claim from Vtckecs. 

BMW is due to outline its strat- 
egy in a statement early next week. 
Sources at the Munich-based com- 
pany indicated it would not include 
an increased offer for Rolls. 

Rolls-Royce pic has made no se- 
cret of its support for the offer from 
BMW, with which it already has a 
joint venture to make aircraft en- 
gines. In a statement yesterday the 
acro-engine group said it would 
“take whatever action is necessary 
or appropriate” to protect its inter- 
ests. 

The statement made no reference 
to VW but it pointedly “welcomed" 
the initial announcement by Vick- 
ers that it had agreed to sell Rolls 
to BMW. even though this was su- 
perseded this week by the improved 
VW offer. 

Vickers is recommending that 
shareholders reject the BMW offer 
and instead approve the sale of Rolls 
to VW at an extraordinary meeting 


on 4 June. 

In its statement yesterday the 
aero-engine maker said it was con- 
fident that it would be able to con- 
clude a definitive agreement with 
BMW for the use of the RoDs-Rpyce 
name. 

It also said that the European 
Commission had upheld its rights to 
the Rolls-Royce name under a 1973 
agreement, including the right to 
veto the transfer of the marque to 
a non-UK owner. 

Vickeis maintains that the da use 
is unenforceable and a breach of EU 
competition law. It also argued that 
if the aero-engine company carried 
out its threat to block the deal it 
would end up damaging the marque. 
“The halo effect of the Rolls-Royce 
name comes from the motor car and 
goes to the aero -engine company, 
not the other way around,” she 
added. 

Under the engine contract, either 
party has to give the other 12 months 
notice of its intention to terminate 
the supply agreemenL However, it 
is understood that BMW only has to 
give Rolls six months notice in the 
event that the company is transferred 
to a rival car maker. 

BMW does not believe this would 
give VW sufficient rime to find an 
alternative supply of engines, forc- 
ing it to close down the Rolls pro- 
duction line at Crewe. 

But a VW board member, 
Robert Buechelhofer, indicated yes- 
terday that it had contingency plans. 
“We are going on the idea that a so- 
lution of this problem would be pos- 
sible in the short term,” he said 

VW has offered to buy Cosworth 
from Vickers and then use that as a 
source of engine supplies. Cosworth 
adapts the V12 and V6 engines that 
BMW currently supplies for Ihe 
Seraph and Bentley. VW also has its 
own V12 engine under develop- 
ment but it is not dear that would 
be available in time for commercial 
production should BMW carry out 
its threat to stop engine supplies. 



Gordon Brown meets children in a Jakarta slum. Tackling social problems needed world support, he said 


US jobless rate at new low 


THE US unemployment rate tum- 
bled to a 28-year tow of 43 per cent 
in April as the supercharged Amer- 
ican economy churned out 262,000 
new jobs, with only manufacturing 
showing any ill effects from the 
Aslan currency crisis. 

The unemployment rate was 
down from 4.7 per cent in March. 
Meanwhile, payroll employment 
outside the farm sector grew last 
month by a brisk 262,000, recover- 
ing from a revised 24,000 decline in 
jobs in March. 

While the payroll employment 
gain was just slightly above the 
259,000 Wall Street economists had 
expected, the steep drop in the un- 
exnplqynKiit rate was a surprise and 
helped to pash prices down in the 
US bond market. 

In addition to hitting Its lowest 
level since February 1970, the job- 
less rate posted its largest one- 
month point drop since May 1994. 

The 04 percentage point drop in 
the unemployment rate undersewed 
just bow strong the US economy re- 
mains and is likely to increase 
pressure on the Federal Reserve to 


start raising interest rates to cool 
things down to prevent inflation 
from re-i gni ting. 

“We now have a labour market 
that is as tight as can be,” said 
Robert Dederick, economist at 
Northern frost in Chicago. “Yon 
have to reach into the nooks and 
crannies to get workers in the Unit- 
ed States now.” 

Cynthia Latia, an economist at 
Standard and Poor's DRI, said yes- 
terday’s report made a Fed rate hike 
much more likely She noted that the 
closely watched figure on hourly 
earnh^s showed wages were 4.4 per- 
cent higher than a year ago, a level 
she said would cause concern at the 
central bank about wage pressures. 

Wall Street, which has seesawed 
in recent weeks over rising and 
Calling concerns about Fed rate 
hikes, shrugged off jitters over mon- 
etary policy and toasted news that 
the economy was in great shape. By 
mid-morning in New York, the Dow 
Jones industrial average was up al- 
most 90 points at 9066. 

The US job market, which has 
been exceptionally strong over the 


past year, hit a bout of weakness in 
March as cooler-tban-normal 
weather put a damper on hiring in 
construction and other industries. 

Hiring made a strong come- 
back, with job gains occurring in a 
number of key industries led by ser- 
vices. However, the manufacturing 
sector lost 10,000 jobs in April fol- 
lowing a 7,000 decline in March. 

Workers continued to rack up 
steady increases in their pay rates. 
Average hourly earnings rose by 
4 cents to $12,67. Year-on-year; av- 
erage hourly earnings were op 
4.4 percent, the biggest increase 
since a matching 12-month rise in 
November 1983. 

The rise in earnings was another 
negative factor for the bond market, 
as it farther underlined Sears of wage 
inflation. 

“The thing that really sticks out 
is the average hourly earnings, for 
which we had been told to expect a 
low number ... We got a high 
number," said Simon Cook, bead of 
trading at Co-operative Bank in 
London. 

-Agencies 


Brown wants 
‘yellow card’ 
IMF warnings 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

GORDON BROWN, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, called on bis 
fellow finance ministers from the 

Group of Seven to agree to a “yellow 

card” system of public warnings f° r 
countries that fail to adopt measures 
recommended by the International 
Monetaiy Fund. 

The Chancellor, hosting a two- 
day G7 meeting yesterday and today, 
said: “There must be some recourse 
for the international institutions if 
their advice is persistently ignored." 

The IMF has been criticised for 
not drawing attention earlier to 
Asia's problems, but its defence is 
that it had privately been advising 
governments in the affected coun- 
tries to alter course. 

Mr Brown's proposal got a cau- 
tious welcome from the IMF itself. 
Michel Camd essus, the Fund's man- 
aging director, said: “I do not need 
to emphasise how important it is to 
know exactly when the referee has 
shown a yellow card and how many 
yellow cards are permitted.” 

The finance ministers, meeting in 
London, discussed lessons to be 
drawn from the Asian financial 
crisis and agreed a series of recom- 
mendations to be put to the G8 
heads of government meeting in 
Bir mingham next weekend. 

As well as the public warnings 
proposal, the finance ministers 
agreed there was a need for greater 
openness in economic policy, better 
co-ordination in order to improve 
what has become known as the “in- 
ternational financial architecture”, 
and closer involvement of private 
sector lenders in bailing countries out 
of financial crises. 

The IMF has been asked to 
draw up a code of conduct for mon- 
etary and financial policies and a 
code for accounting and corporate 
governance standards that its mem- 
ber countries should sign up to. It 
has already started work on a code 
for government fiscal policies. Mem- 
ber countries would be asked to 
adopt these codes. 

Mr Brown said the state of the 
Japanese economy, and the new 
stimulus package, would be a cen- 
tral issue in the G7 discussions. “It 
is in everybody’s interest that the 


Japanese economy recovers 

quickly," be said. 

Earlier G7 meetings openly crit- 
icised the Japanese government for 
not doing enough. Yesterday Robert 
Rubin, the US Treasury Secretary, 
welcomed the measures but urged 
further progress on structural eco- 
nomic reforms. 

Mr Rubin and Hikaru 
Matsunaga, Japan’s finance minis- 
ter, repeated their earlier commit- 
ment to co-operate in the foreign 
exchange markets and expressed 
concern that the yen should not be 
“excessively” weak. 

This helped take the yen slightly 

higjher on the foreign exchanges. The 
pound weakened against the dollar 
yesterday, ending at 1.637. It closed 
at 2.895 against the German mark. 

The Chancellor, just back from 
a swift tour of South East Asia, was. 
alw keen to emphasise the impor- 
tance of tackling the social problems 
triggered by the financial crisis. 
“They have got to be addressed now, 
with world support,” he said. 

But Mr Brown added that polit- 
ical reform was also needed. Re- 
ferring to Indonesia, where riots have . 
alarmed the financial markets, he 
said: “The economic reform they 


gree is necessary must be accom- 
anied by ... political reform with 
aspect to individual rights and by 
aerial reform as well.” 

He defended the IMF against ac- 

ate rwAimmmAC Karl 
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ure to implement the fund's struc- 
tural reform programmes would 
make the poor even greater victims 
of the crisis. 

Mr Camdessus too said it was es- 
sential to make sure that the poorest 
people shared in the benefits of eco- 
nomic globalisation. 

The continuing economic diffi- 
culties in Japan remain a cause for 
concern, said the European mone- 
tary affairs commissioner, Yves 
Thibault de SQguy. 

He told a news conference the re- 


cent stimulus package announced by 
the Japanese government was im- 
pressive and a step in the right di- ^ 
rection, but a full and rapid “ 
implementation of the package was 
vital More needed to be done to 
boost the Japanese economy, in- 
cluding implementing tax cuts. 


EMI pulls out 
of talks 
on takeover 


Hillsdown to be split up 


EMI. the music group, yester- 
day surprised the City by an- 
nouncing it had terminated 
takeover talks eight days after 
confirming it was in negotiations. 

The company said that de- 
spite discussions lasting sever- 
al weeks, no offer has been 
received from Lhe third party, 
widely believes to be Canadian 
drinks and entertainment giant 
Seagram, “and the board has 
informed the other party that it 
is not willing to let the uncer- 
tainty continue". 

The initial announcement on 
30 April prompted a sharp rise 
in EMI's share price. Yester- 
day's development was loo late- 
for the stock market to react. 

The announcement came 
days after the Dutch music and 
film giant Poly Gram was effec- 
tively put on the block after 
Philips Electronics said it was 
considering options for its 75 
per cent stake. Analysts believe 
EMI's suitor may now be in- 
terested in PolyGram. 


By Andrew Yates 


HILLSDOWN Holdings, the 
Typhoo tea to Buxton chick- 
ens group chaired by Sir John 
Noil, the former Defence Sec- 
retary, announced yesterday 
that it planned to break itself 
up in an effort to reverse its 
dismal performance on the 
stock market over the last 
Few years. 

Hillsdown plans to create 
three quoted companies by de- 
merging its Fairvicw homes 
business and its chilled food 
division, which provides foods 
and salads to chains such as 
Marks & Spencer. 

The group is also propos- 
ing a raft of disposals includ- 
ing its furniture division, 
which comprises brands such 
as Christie-Tyler, Walker Jk 
Homer and Carleton. 

In addition Ross Breeder. 
a market leader in genetical- 
ly improving chickens for 
breeding. Buxton chickens, 
its potatoes business and the 


Continental European bis- 
cuits and wines and spirits op- 
erations will all be sold off. 

Hillsdown hopes to raise up 
to £600m from disposals, the 
majority of which will be 
returned to shareholders 
rather than spent on new ac- 
quisitions. 

After the disposals Hills- 
down will be a pure grocery 
group, retaining famous 
brands such as TVphoo and 
Chivers. Bui the changes are 
likely to see the Hillsdown 
name, which has been around 
for 28 years, disappear. 

Hillsdown also plans to 
slash the size of its £10ra head 
office overhead and will un- 
dergo a radical boardroom 
shake up although there will 
not be widespread job losses 
throughout the group. 

George Greener, the 
group's chief executive for 
the last two years, who has 
been instrumental in orches- 
trating the break-up of the 


Hillsdown Holdings 

share price against FTSE-AU store 
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group, plans to step down to 
be succeeded by Michael 
Teacher, a divisional director. 

Mr Greener could receive 
a pay off of around £400.000. 
Ray Mackie. Hillsdown 's fi- 
nance director, is also leaving 
the group. 

Analyst* predict Fairvicw 
New Homes could be valued 
at more than £3Q0m, while the 
chilled food division could be 
worth £400m. They have 
placed a break up value of 


around 200p on the group. 
Hillsdown's shares closed at 
lS9p yesterday, up 2.5p. 

Hillsdown is the latest in a 
long line of conglomerates, in- 
cluding former stock market 
stars such as Hanson, who 
have decided to do the splits 
after falling out of favour with 
the City. It shares have un- 
derperformed the stock mar- 
ket by almost 50 per cent 
over the last five years. 

Asked why the group had 
not choscu to split itself up 
before. Mr Greener said: 
“Hillsdown was a very large, 
diversified conglomerate. 
Last year we disposed of 10 
businesses which created the 
platform for a radical solu- 
tion” 

Sir John Notl said: “We be- 
lieve that the restructuring 
proposals wc have outlined to- 
day, which are both imagina- 
tive and far-reaching, will 
deliver increased value to our 
shareholders." 


British Digital needs 2m 
subscribers to break even 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

BRITISH Digital Broadcasting, 
the joint venture between the 
television groups Granada and 
Carlton, yesterday said it was 
on track to launch digital in the 
fourth quarter of this year and 
claimed it would need 2 million 
subscribers to break even. 

But in their first formal pre- 
sentation to analysts, BDB of- 
ficials gave no indication when 
the company might reach that 
level. 

"It will make profits of 
more than £100m with 3 mil- 
lion subscribers, and with 5 mil- 
lion subscribers that figure 
rises to £25 Ora,” Stephen Gra- 
bber, BDB chief executive, 
said in a statement after the 
meeting. 

Disclosing their first detailed 
forecasts, company officials 
highlighted the perceived ad- 
vantages of their terrestrial ven- 


ture over its satellite and cable 
rivals. With the launch of digi- 
tal television this year, British 
viewers will be able to plug into 
a plethora of channels offering 
sharper images and CD -quali- 
ty sound compared with the five 
standard channels that most 
people currently watch. 

Three digital television 
groups will be vying for view- 
ers’ subscription fees, with 
BDB and the satellite compa- 
ny BSkyB seen as the biggest ri- 
vals in the race to dominate the 
pay-television markeL 

Shares in the media com- 
panies were little changed af- 
ter the news, with Carlton up 
y-5p at 517, Granada down 4p 
at 1087, and BSkyB up Up. 

BDB's launch will offer at 
least 15 channels with a capacity 
of up to 30 compared with the 
200-channel satellite service 
that BSkyB plans to begin 
rolling out next month. 


However, BDB's terrestrial 
service will be av ailab le over 
viewers' existing televisions and 
aerials, whereas consumers wifi 
have to buy a new satellite dish 
to receive BSkyB’s channels. 

Regardless of which service 
they choose, viewers will Deed 
to buy a set-top decoding box 
for about £200 to get the new 
digital channels. 

BDB said a recent poll by 
the research firm NOP found 
that consumers most interest- 
ed in taking up digital television 
were five times more likely to 
subscribe to terrestrial rather 
than satellite services. 

The research also indicated 
that up to cme milli on people 
were prepared within Lhe first 
year to pay £199 for a set-top 
box. 


BDB said it would develop^ 
a call centre with British Tfele- - 
com to manage customer 
service. 
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Whatever happened to gentlemanly behaviour? 



JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON HOW WIM 

duisenberg 

MIGHT OPERATE 
AT THE 
EUROPEAN 
CENTRAL BANK 
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THE THING about gentlemen's agree- 
ments is that no one, apart from those who 
. agree them, is meant to know of their ex- 
istence. It worics like this. You and J agree 
on a course of action which neither of us 
. likes veiy much, but we think a reasonable 
compromise in the circumstances. Since 
subjecting it to public scrutiny would in- 
volve one or both of us in less of face, and 
the credibility of what we are doing would 
as a consequence be undermined, we 
have lo trust each other to cany it out with- 
out formal contract It’s our little secret 
just between you and me. 

The fiasco of a deal that was hammered 
out in Brussels last weekend over the pres- 
idency of the European Central Bank, 
under which Wim Duisenberg “voluntar- 
ily'’ cuts short his term and makes way af- 
ter four years for Jean-Claude Uichel, was 
meant to be a gentleman’s agreement loo. 
Unfortunately it fell a long way short of the 
modeL 

First the manner in which it was born 
was the very reverse of gentlemanly be- 
haviour. It was hard-Tought brinkmanship 
light to the end, and it is impossible lo avoid 
the conclusion it wouldn’t have happened 
at all but for the fact that the veiy future 
of the euro was threatened. 

Second, having apparently agreed it with 
all parties, Tony Blair then announced it 
to an incredulous world, thus breaking one 


of the cardinal rules of the gentleman’s 
agreement - that it shouldn’t be made pub- 
lic. This was because the French insisted 
it he made puhKc; so there could be op ques- 
tion of it being reneged on, and so that 
everyone would know La France had 
scored a victory. Plainly Jacque Chirac does 
not believe either in modesty or gentlemen. 

Later Mr Blair tried to gloss over the 
reality even further by saying that long ago 
Mr Duisenberg had made it dear he 
would not serve the full eight years in view 
of his age, which is 62. So he was always 
going to go early and there’s nothing new 
about that. But though Mr Blair might like 
to believe nothing of significan ce has hap- 
pened, the rest of us know differently. 

Third, Mr Duisenberg then denied 
there had been an agreement as such, de- 
scribing the notion of the plan outlined by 
Mr Blair as “absurd", and saying it was not 
impossible he would stay longer than four 
years. So much for gentleman. 

All this is in marked contrast to the gen- 
tleman’s agreement everyone suspects ex- 
ists between the British Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, and the Governor of the 
Bank of England, Eddie George. It will be 
recalled that Mr George was recently 
awarded a second five-year term, to run 
from July. For choice, the Chancellor 
would have had a change ar the top, but a 
lack of credible alternatives, not to men- 


tion pressure from the Prime Minister and 
the City, eventually persuaded him Lhat con- 
tinuity was the better path. 

However, no one would find it in the 
Iea£ bit airpriang if Mr George retired with 
a gong before his second five-year term is 
up, having by then sr*»-n through the im- 
portant tasks of separating the bank’s su- 
pervisory from its monetary policy 
functions and established the credibility of 
the bank as an independent determinant 
of interest rates. If there is such an agree- 
ment, it is not admitted to. 

The whole point of these things is that 
though there might be a political fix, it 
should not be seen to exisL The effect would 
be to undermine the credibility of an in- 
stitution which is meant to be free from po- 
litical interference. In the shenanigans over 
the ECB, the politics of the situation was 
as visible as a 52-tonne truck. It would haw 
been impossible to mks it. Mr Duisenberg 
then went on to irritate the wound further 
by described the manner ofhis appointment 
as “absurd". 

The upshot is that the integrity of the 
ECB has to some extent already been com- 
promised. lb what degree, and whether in 
the long run it matters veiy much, are more 
difficult questions to answer. Much depends 
cm bow Mr Duisenberg steers his course. 
Sc what sort of a man is he, and what can 
the markets expect of him? 


Certainly, be seems of strongly inde- 
pendent character, unafraid to speak his 


Thai’s got to be positive, as perhaps is his 
inring for country music, which distin- 
guishes him quite markedly from othe r 
grey-suited central bankers. Before MEPs 
thisweek, he gave a bravura performance 
of some daring, insisting, among other 
thing s that the Bank of England’s prac- 
tice of publishing the minutes of its mon- 
etary policy committee meetings was 
wrong. Not for 16 years would that hap- 
pen with the ECB, he said, since the ef- 
fect was to encourage market speculation 
and harden positions within the board. 

OK, so transparency is out. If the ECB 
is to be truly independent, then it has to 
be so in private, be seemed to be saying. 
This is probably not such a good sign, 
demonstrating that Mr Duisenberg does 
not understand markets as folly as he 
should. If the markets know nothing about 
the decision-making process, they will 
speculate even more actively. Will it be the 
Itatiam. Snanish. Germans or nexbans even 


the Irish who get the upper hand in mon- 
etary pofiqr fins month? All this will be grist 
to the speculators’ mil]. There is a real 
Nifinrt* rif rhflng fw pri ltfiptans trumpet their 

national interest into this vacuum of 
knowledge. 

Mr Duisenberg is also known as an in- 


flation-busting hawk. Recently he was 
voted in a poll of analysts uie most hawk- 
ish central banker in Europe. Judging by 
ins record, we ought to «=pect a hard-line, 
ultra-conservative approach to policy. 
With the pound already decisively off its 
peak agpfast the mark financial markets 
are beginning to anticipate just that. The 
change in sentiment is tangible. 

Even two months ago it was still fash- 
ionable to think, of sterling as a safe haven 
from a weak euro. Now it seems that ster- 
ling’s s&sogthmay have been a tydical thing 
after ah. Further, the euro might be oper- 
ated as a hard, strong currency, the more 
so after last weekend’s fiasco, since the ECB 
wm have something to prove. So many Eu- 
ropean leaders are puffing out their chests 
and talking in terms of the euro rapidly be- 
coming a reserve currency capable of 
looking the dollar in the face that perhaps 
we should expect nothing less. 

"These are early days, however, and we 
shouldn't count on any such outcome. The 
ECB is not De Nederiandsche Bank, the 
«anaH and perfectly formed central bank 
where Mr Duisenberg earned his reputa- 
tion. Keeping the lid on a potentially unruly 
17 member multinational board is a dif- 
ferent order of challenge altogether. Cer- 
tainly, this will not be a board capable of 
being managed on the basis of agreement 
between gentlemen. 


Fund group 
makes ’dash 
for cash’ 

By Andrew Verity 


- "■•jadiv SCOTTISH Equitable yester- 
1 day become the first fond man- 

•?.«? a: ager in eight months to make a 
F public “dash for cash", saying it 

' - A / had been prompted by fear of 


- ’U-.i”; 


r»;s 

• ■'"’iuT* 


exaggerated profit forecasts. 

The life insurer's fond man- 
agement arm, Scottish Equi- 
table Asset Management, said 
i it believed analysts were over- 
; stating corporate earnings by as 
much as 3 per cent. 

Profit forecasts by analysts 
put UK corporate earnings at 
8 per cent in 1998 - but Scot- 
tish Equitable said its own an- 
alysts put the figure closer to 5 
percenL 

Alistair Byrne, investment 
strategist, said: "We don’t think 
the forecasts fairly discount the. 
slowdown in UK economic, 
growth this year and they don’t 
take account of the sustained 
strength of the pound up until 
now.-Il does have implications 
for the valuations [of listed 

h . companies]." 

. > Mr Byrne said analysts’ fore- 
casts appeared sometimes to be 
influenced by their employment 
in the same firm as stockbrokers. 



Thomson offer 
in shares chaos 


Well served: Hie notes were bought by insurance firms 

US funds for Greenalls 

GREEN ALLS, the pubs and hotels group, yesterday completed 
a private placement of$125m (§7 5m) 20-year guaranteed senior 
notes. The proceeds will be used initially to repay short-term bank 
indebtedness and will provide a committed source of ftmds to 
support planned investment in the medium tom. The notes were 
purchased try a group of US insurance companies. Alan Roth- 
well, the finance director, said be was delighted to return to the 
US market “in order to provide a continuing source of kmg-term 
capital to finance the continued expansion of oar businesses". 
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WHO'S SUING ™«E 

\aitj /"N four years ago and his subse- 

V V i 1 W quent jailing for fraud contin- 

ues to produce great waves of 
litigation. There are at least 

.... nine writs in circulation so far 

•! jf. Tf’)!-? NJ from various parties, seeking 

• j r J '*■*' compensation over the £20m 

* 1 :: 'i WT 1 T COCK fraud The strangest writs must 

vv surely be those from Roberta 

*; Rid, Mr Feld’s sister, who is su- 
ing him for the money she lost 
in the Resort Hotel failure. 

__ Even though Mr Feld is 

currently serving a six-year sen- 
fence CoMu’S 2 '? opeD 
IlMy/) gg (|§§l Prison (recently reduced from 

•mK Mf l lffil eight years), he is also being 

sued by his sister together with 
w royo ^ his wife Tara, who is acting on 

behalf of his late mother. 

Both writs have been issued 
via Harknvys, the solicitors, 
who previously represented 
Mr Fteld during his criminal tri- 
al last year. Both, writs are 
against Mr Feld , three' other 
Resort directors, and the com- 
pany’s auditors Coopers & Ly- 
brand. Mr Feld's mother’s 
estate lost £200,000 when Re- 
- sort went bust 

- Meanwhile last week solic- 
» jtors Edwin Coe issued two 

writs against Mr Feld and his 


professional advisers on behalf 
of shareholders who also lost 
out. Both writs concern a 
prospectus for a rights issue 
published on 30 April 1992 by 
Mr Feld who forged the figures 
to make the business look more 
successful than it was. The 
rights issue aimed to raise 
£20.6m. 

In one writ 252 individual 
shareholders are demanding 
damages from the remains of 
Resort Hotels, Mr Feld and 14 
other defendants, including 
Coppers the auditors, Barclays 
DeZoeteWedd, the brokers to 
the issue, and a raft of nomi- 
nees companies such as Barclay 
Share Nominees Limited 

This writ has been prompt- 
ed by the Resort Hotels Share- 
holders Action Group, founded 
after a company meeting in 
1993 which vividly revealed 
the parlous state of the com- 
pany’s finances. The group 
represents over 500 share- 
holders and is chaired by John 
Bancroft, who is named as one 
of the plaintiffs of last week's 
writ. > 

Other plaintiffs include The 
Leukaemia Research Fund, 
which invested £31,500 in 
86,000 Resort shares between 


By Michael Harrison 

THE TOUR operator Thom- 
son last night announced a deal 
to placate the thousands of in- 
vestors who have misrari out on 
buying shares in the group’s 
flotation because they were not 
sent application forms in time. 

Thomson said any investor 
who had registered for an ap- 
plication form with ash?' . j-lOp 
by the dose of registrations last 
Sunday will be eligible for hon- 
orary membership of its founders 
dub -which entities them to 10 
percent off holiday prices. 

* The honorary membership 
will last until 31 December th i s 
year, enabling aggrieved in- 
vestors to book a cut-price hol- 
iday for this summer. 

Investors can then extend 
their honorary membership into 
a fun membership by buying the 
minimum number of shares 
allocated in the offering. This wiD 
be dedded tomorrow and an- 
nounced on Monday when trad- 
ing in Thomson shares begins. 


May and October 1992. 

In a second writ issued by Ed- 
win Coe last week Invesco En- 
terprise Trust is demanding 
damages over the fcwtgpd prospec- 
tus from nine defendants, again 
indudiog Mr Feld, Coopers and 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 

Shareholders have also is- 
sued four other writs via solic- 
itors Leon Kaye Collins & 
Gittens, while debenture hold- 
ers have issued one via Norton 
Rose, in an attempt to win com- 
pensation in the Resort affair. 
All the writs share Coopers as 
one of the various defendants. 

Regarding the two writs is- 
sued by Edwin Coe, a spokes- 
woman for Coopers said: 
“They have not been served, so 
we cannot comment" 

Legal observers expect Re- 
sort to produce plenty more lit- 
igation before the dust finally 
settles. 

THE Financial Services Au- 
thority (FSA) is suing the Co- 
operative Insurance Society in 
a wrangle over the regulator's 
former head office in the City, 
which it leases from the Co-op. 

The FSA, theriw super-reg- 
ulator; has already moved out of 
Gavrelle House, Bunhill Row, 


Thomson has agreed to set 
up a low-cost share rtefllmg 
service to enable those investors 
who are eligible to take advan- 
tage of the arrangements. 

More than 600,000 investors 
registered for the flotation and 
up to 500,000 are thought to 
have applied for shares. Thom- 
son said the number of in- 
vestors who had applied for an 
application form and either not 
received one or aot been able 
to get their forms back on time 
was less than 10,000. 

The arrangement was struck 
after negotiations with Thom- 
son’s brokers, SBC W&rburg 
Dillon Read. The brokers had 
looked at the’alteroative of al- 
locating extra shares for those 
who can prove early registration. 

In order to qualify for the 
offer investors win have to write 
to Thomson in London giving 
the name and address under 
which they registered for an ap- 
plication and the name of the 
share shop they went through. 

Thomson will then check 


and further east in London to 
Canary Wharf in Docklands. 

A new tenant for Bunhill 
Row, the Post Office, is ready 
to move in. The Co-op and the 
FSA are now in a commercial 
dispute over property rights, 
however, and last week the Po& 
Office requested that the FSA 
launch a writ against the Gxjp. 

The FSA has now issued an 
originating summons seeking a 
declaration by the court that it 

has a tenan t’s right to assign the 
lease of the BunhiH office with- 
out the landlord’s (Co-op’s) 
consent. 

The regulator wants to as- 
sign the Bunhill lease to the 
Post Office. The FSA’swrit, is- 
sued through solicitors Allen & 
Overy last week, concludes: 
"In the event that the Plaintiff 
has suffered any loss and dam- 
age by reason of the Defen- 
dant's conduct damages to be 
assessed." 

THE FSA issued an entirely 
separate writ last week, through 
a different law firm, Clifford 
Chance, and this time purely in 
its role as a regulator. 

On 1 May it started pro- 
ceedings against a South 
African-owned investment 


its registration records to verify 
that a registration was reoeived 
within the deadline. 

The strong demand for the 
shares is likely to mean them 
being p need at the top end of the 
140p to 170p range The price win 
be announced on Monday. 

If there were to be a sharp 
fell in the stock market in the 
next seven months, then hon- 
orary members of the Thomson 
travel group could pick up the 
requisite number of shares to 
qualify for the discount holidays 
more cheaply than those who 
successfully applied in the 
public offer. 

Thomson said it bad en- 
couraged investors to get then- 
forms back early, especially be- 
cause of the Bank holiday last 
weekend. It believed that a few 
thousand investors bad been 
caught by the delay in receiving 
application forms. 

The flotation is the biggest 
public offer since the heyday of 
the last Government’s privati- 
sation issues. 


company, Paragon Securities, 
and its three directors - Simon 
James Parry, Dean Dempsey 
and Justin Stanley RnsselL 

The writ alleged breaches of 
section 47 and 57 of the Fi- 
nancial Services Act 1986, 
which cover misleading state- 
ments and advertising invest- 
ment services in the UK 
without authorisation. 

The FSA launched its action 
after Paragon had started to 
contact potential investors in 
the UK 

Yesterday, at a hearing be- 
fore Mr Justice Lighten an. 
Paragon Securities and the di- 
rectors voluntarily gave un- 
dertakings to the Court not in 
the future to breach sections 47 
and 57 of the Act 

Paragon has also indicated 
to the FSA that it intends to en- 
sure that its future dealings with 
clients meet the standards re- 
quired. 

Justin Russell has resigned 
as a director and employee of 
Paragon Securities with effect 
from 7 May 195®. 

Paragon Securities has 
agreed to make a contribution 
to the F$A!s costs in the pro- 
ceedings, and those proceed- 
ings have now been stayed. 


Commodities executive 
fined and expelled 

THE Securities and Futures Authority (SFA), the financial 
markets watchdog, has fined and expelled a former execu- 
tive of commodities trader TRX Futures, part of Germany’s 
Neumann Grnppe. The SFA said it has expelled John Alexan- 
der Vieira Rifwiro from its registers of directors and senior 
executive officers, fined him £30,000 phis £8, 1 00 in costs and 
has deemed him “not to be a fit and proper person to be 
registered with the SFA". The case relates to $450,000 
(£270,000) of “surplus funds" which had been on the books 
of TRX Futures which Ribeiro later moved to accounts which 
were unrelated to the Neumann Grnppe. 

Pillar to buy retail park 

PILLAR Property has formed a partnershi p to buy Fosse Park 
Shopping Park in Leicester for £145 -5m from SPP Invest- 
ment management. The partnership is a joint venture with 
SchrodCT Exempt Property Unit Trust and SITQ International 
Inc, a subsidiary of Caisse de depot et placements du Que- 
bec. The partnership would also buy Fosse Park South, which 
was bought by Pillar last year. The combined value of the 
two parks is in the region of £205.5 m. 

Northern warns on changes 

NORTHERN Rock has attacked the process of telling cus- 
tomers of changes to their bank accounts, calling it “bu- 
reaucratic and potentially expensive". Adam Applegarth. 
executive director, said his company would notify every saver 
each time it changed interest rates or launched a new prod- 
uct. “It is however a bureaucratic and expensive exercise 
[which] may well be unrealistic for larger institutions," he 
said. The comments come a day after Helen Liddell, Eco- 
nomic Secretary to the Treasury, said she was extremely con- 
cerned at the behaviour of some banks. Last month. 
Northern Rock angered customers by switching thousands 
of them into three new bank accounts. Many will suffer low- 
er interest rates. 

Wembley chief quits 

ALAN Coppin, Wembley’s chief executive, is leaving to join 
Compass Group. He will remain as chief executive until 30 
September in which role be will continue to be responsible 
for overseeing the disposal of Wembley Stadium to the Eng- 
lish National Stadium ThisL A new chief executive is being 
sought 

Newton in talks with US bank 

FOREIGN interest in British investment banks was under- 
lined after Newton Asset Management was linked with Mel- 
lon Bank of the US. Mellon Bank is believed to be in advanced 
talks with Newton, which manages f I Obn and is worth around 
£I50m. City sources confirmed they were still advising big 
US banks on acquisitions in the UK According to Bacon A 
Woodrow, the investment consultants. US banks fear they 
will fell behind Europe as the Euro takes effect. 


Listing for Geo 


GEO Interactive Media Group, a developer of innovative 
Internet application' multimedia software, is to move up the 
mam market from the Alternative Investment Market with 
a placing of new shares. The listing will be by way of a plac- 
ing of 18 miltion new ordinary shares in the company at be- 
tween 125p and 150p each to raise £19.75m. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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The people the banks forgot 



Helping out: Young girls fetch 
water In Zambia, where gender 


Photograph: Raul Valtely 


Zambia: After a 
decade of economic 
advance, Africa is 
sliding back into 
poverty and people 
are suffering again 
There are no jobs, 
little food and infant 
mortality is rising 


T HE name is written Misisi, 
but it is pronounced Missus. 
The land on which the shan- 
ty town is built once belonged to an 
Englishwoman called Mis Cook. It 
is now divided into two compounds. 
The other, naturally enough, is 
called Kuk. 

If there is a comedy to its name, 
there is precious little to smile at 
about life in Misisi, one of the 
poorest suburbs in the Zambian cap- 
ital Lusaka. The fine dust blows in 
swirls around your head as you 
cross the railway line which separates 
the place from the more prosperous 
Kabwate estate. Only the is not dusL 
It is dried human excrement which 
floods the compound when the pit 
latrines overflow in the rain. It 
sinks into the ground and the fierce 
heat cooks it and powders it for the 
wind to twist in clouds which clog 
your eyes and nose and throat. 


It is a long way from Birmingham 
to Lusaka. But the geographical dis- 
tance is nothing beside the psycho- 
logical one. In Birmi ngham , the 
finance ministers of the most pow- 
erful countries in the world gathered 
yesterday in preparation for die sum- 
mit of their heads of government 
□ext weekend. In Misisi live the peo- 
ple whose future turns on the fi- 
nanciers' dry statistical deliberations. 

Theirs is a netherworld beyond 
the imaginings of those who have 
never left the comfort of Africa's hol- 
iday highways. It is not the sights, 
for you have seen them on the tele- 
vision. It is the smell, a combination 
of baked sweat and urine. It is the 
sense of intimacy, the nearness of 
the walls, the tentative touching 
hands of the curious children and the 
unwavering gaze of their parents. 

This is a world of desperate 
enterprise. Everywhere by the sides 


of the dirt tracks the people of Mi- 
sisi try to scrape a living by selling 
to one another. Small boys sell 
dried caterpillarsand locusts from 
raggybagson ramshackle tables. Old 
women sit in the dust with tiny 
amounts of wild fruits set out like 
dusty jewels on old cloths. Those 
with a little capital have bought big 
bags of sugar or mealie meal which 
they have sub-divided into the 
minute packets which is all that can 
be afforded by people who buy only 
enough for the next meal, if they can 
pay for one. 

There are no jobs. A handful of 
the men once worked in the 
copper belt to the north, but the 
mines have been shut down in the 
process of privatisation. With the 
mines went the housing, the schools 
and the clinics they provided. Their 
slate equivalents never existed, or 
have dosed under government cuts. 


or have had fees introduced which 
exdude the children of the poor. 

This is the new baseline for or- 
dinary people in Africa. For them, 
life has gone backwards since I was 
last in Zambia lOyeais ago. The sto- 
ry is the same throughout the con- 
tinent. For one billion people, 
development is being thrown into re- 
verse. After decades of steady eco- 
nomic advance since colonial times 
Africa is sliding back into poverty. 

The children around me were al- 
most all younger than they looked: 
almost half of all African children 
are so malnourished that their 
growth is stunted. Infant mortality 
is rising: one in five of the children 
around me in Misisi now die before 
the age of five. Last time I was m 
Zambia the average life expectan- 
cy, I recall, was 56. Today it is 42. 

School attendance is falling. The 
story is the same in health. People 


buy medicines, if they can, after di- 
agnosing themselves because they 
cannot afford the clinic fees. I met 
one man whose child was UL What 
was his greatest worry? He paused 
to think. Thai I won’t have the mon- 
ey to buy a coffin," he said finally. 


W hat is the cause of all 
this? It is Third World 
debt When individuals 
go broke we eventually draw a line 
under the debt and declare them 
bankrupt. Not so with nations. 
“Countries never go bust," in the 
words of Walter Wriston, who once 
led the banking giant, Citicorp, to 
become top lender to the Third 
World in those bakyon days when 
interest rates were lower than in- 
flation and the poor world was told 
they would be mugs not to borrow. 

But the world economy shifted. 
And nations which could not go bust 


have fallen into an abyss of economic 
degradation in their attempts to 
keep paying just the interest on the 
ever-mounting debt 

The Western world sent in its fi- 
nancial policeman, the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund, to ensure that the 
poor nations could keep paying. 
Strict “adjustment" packages were 
introduced to reorientate Third 
World economies towards debt re- 
payment Under structural adjust- 
ment programmes (aptly known as 
SAPs) poor countries have: cut sub- 
sidies on the food staples retied on 
by the poor, taken land from small 
subsistence farms for large-scale 
export crops such as mange tout or 
cut flowers; devalued their curren- 
cies, lowering export earnings and in- 
creasing import costs: slashed 
spending on task education and pri- 
mary health care; cut jobs and wages 
for workers in government industries 


dnstriesforsale to foreign investors. 

“And still the debt is such that 
every one of these people owes the 
West $950 [£594] each," said the 
feisty Zambian woman, Mulima 
Kufekisa, who had taken me into Mi- 
sisi. She heads up the SAP moni- 
toring project, which (he Zambian 
bishop's conference has established, 
with funding from the Catholic aid . 
agency Cafod. “So Zambia spends 
five times as much paying interest 
on debt as it does op education - and 
three times as much as we spend on 
healthcare." 

But there is a powerful resilience 
in Misisi too. It was there, most, 
memorably, in Alice Noalia who ■ 
each day dons her nurse’s uniform j 
to work in a church feeding pro- : 
gramme for 185 of the area’s most 
malno urished children and S3 or- 
phans. She works without pay. 

She and her children live off a sin- 
gle bowl of the maize porridge - . 
nshima — a day. “Life is hari.** she 
said with devastating understates - 
tnenL “Five years agp, before th£ ' 
SAP, everything was quite OK. Wfe _ 
could afford bread and eggs , foe 
b reakfa st, fish or meat relish with: the ' 
nshima at lunch, and vegetables for 
dinner. Now we have none of that, ; 
not even a cup of tea before bed." 

All this has nothing to do with 
structural adjustment, Mr Gedioa 
Njoko, the head of the World Bank. : 
in Zambia, insisted when I went to 
see him. It is the result simply of ■ 
poverty and poor economic man- 
agement by the Zambian authorities. 
“Who was paying for her three 
meals a day before?” he asked. His 
question was a purely economicone. 

It seemed, to him, to. have no' ethi- 
cal dimension. 

That is why next Saturday tens of 
thousandsof activists- in what is ex- 
pected to be the biggest Third 
World action since Live Aid - plan 
to throw a human chain around the . 
Birmingham conference centre 
where the G8 leaders wDl meeL lb 
remiirifoemof foeefoicsthathjrk 
beneath the economics. I would, I 
promised Alice, join them. 
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Fight to the death 


I* 



Why settle for some crummy gift when you can have the money 
to spend on anything you please? With the Money Back Credit Card 
you get a return of up to 2% on everything you spend. 


11 . 9 %*** 

No annual fee 


Use your (oaf. Find out more about the 


Money Back Credit Card today, call free on: 


0500 83 83 83 


quoting cod* NX 1030 (tines open 2* hours a Hay; MS ixf. a per ; 


* Alliance 
Leicester 

Common sense hi a crazy world 


Alternatively, complete the coupon tielo* and return to: Alliance & Leicester Credit Cards. 
FREEPOST. 58-62 Hagley Road. Birmingham. B16 BBR (no stamp required). 


Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms. — 


Forename 


— Surname. 


Postcode . 


-Tel. No. line STB cede) 




Liz Tilberis was the British editor who conquered 
New York. Then she developed ovarian cancer. Read her 
powerful and inspiring story in the Sunday Review 


Plus 


Singer, writer, professor, artist, theorist - Brian Eno at 50 


Wardrobe workshop - the perfect clothes for a typical 
English summer evening 



The second of our brilliant, free, pocket-size city guides 
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P ICTURJE O F THE WE EK- Soaking upthe sun ar Syqn Park. Monarch auid tree- nymph butterflies by Tom Pflstoru To order a 12x9 print (price £15) call 0171-293 2534 

Week in, week out 

William Hartston signs up for the single European song title: ‘When Will You Save Your Boom-Bang-a-Dinge-Loo For Me, piep piep?' 


It is a little-known fact that if you multiply 
the number of entrants (25) in today’s Euro- 
vision Song Contest by the number of times 
(four) Norway has soared rtul pants., then 
add the number of times the contest has been 
held (43 including today’s), and finally sub- 
tract the number of UK victories (five), you 
get exactly the number of times the word 
“la” occurred in the lyrics of Spain's winning 
song “La, la, la” in 1968. The other odd thing 
about the Eurovision Song Contest is that 
instruments are tuned to A at 442 Hz rather 
than the usual conceit pitch A at 440 Hz. 
The effect is to make the songs sound a little 
on the shaip side, perhaps to counteract the 
flatness of the rest of the event 
Yet for cognoscenti, the attraction lies not 
in the pitch of the music, but in the timbre 

of the lyrics. Will anything match the per- 
fect Euxo-blandness of past winners “Boom 
Bang-a-Bang” (1969), “Ding Dinge Dong” 
(1975), “ABa Ni Bi” (1978), or Sweden's 
somewhat lavatorial “Diggi Loo - Diggi Ley" 
(1984)? Will there be anything as potently 


in 1988 and 1989, the depth of true Euro- 
doubt finally burst through in 1992 with 
“Why Me?” a question that remains tanta- 
lisingiy unresolved. 

We shall not find the answer this year. 
Only more questions. The Irish entry asks 
“Is Always Over Now?" and with eight of 
the 28 hneo in the lyrics ending with ques- 

tkwimrks, tIK:wbolesongsouDdsIikes(»ne' 
thi^g from a specialist round olMastenrand: 
... answering questions on Romance, your 
time starts now. How can you say it’s over 
now? How can you wave it all goodbye? Is 
always over noW? Does it never last that 
long? Were the feelings that I had ever right 
or was it wrong? ■ You passed, on just one 
question: Why is it that Ireland wins the 
Eurovision Song Contest so often? And the 
answer is that everyone whodoesn’t want 
Fngbmd to win always votes forlrdand. and 
everyone Kkfls voting for smaller nations who 
sing bouncy songs in En g l i s h. /" 

The Spanish entry, “WhalWUl I Do. With- 
out You", is even more quizzical, with 10 


which brought Sweden another victory in 

19917 . 

. There is no doubt that winning titles nave 

become more introspective over the years. 
After “Save Your Kisses for Me" in 1976 and - 
“Hold Me Now” in 1987, followed closely 

by “Ne PartezPas Sans MoT and “Rx* Me” 


ical “What wOM do without you if you’re 
not here any more?" Probably much the 
same as Tddo without you ifyou were here 
any more. ; 


^songs is the degree of agreement between 
nations of the former Yugoslavia. With 


Macedonia (which we have to caJO “Fyrom” 
to avoid annoying the -Greeks) singing 
“Somebody Stop the Dawn" and Croatia 
singing “May the Sun Never Rise", it is dear 
that Eurovision has succeeded where Cyrus 
\fcnce and Dr David Owen failed. 

Last year was the finst time the Eurovision 
was won by a song with “Love” In the title 
(though “Amour^ had appeared in two win- 


True Euro-doubt finally 
burst through in 1992 
with ‘Why Me?*, a 
question that remains 
tantaiisingty unresolved 


ners in the eariy days of the competition). 
Perhaps hoping this is the start of a trend, 
the entries this time include “When Love 
Thras to Hate" (Poland), “Love is" (Swe- 
den), “The One that I Love” (Malta) and 
“Gufldo Loves You” (Germany), the last of 
which has the promising refrain “Piep, piep, 
piep, ich hab' Dieh Beb" and promises 
u schick ich Euch meinen Liebesbeweis, 
NusseckenundHbnbeems ” (Til send you my 


love tokens -nut biscuits and raspberry ice- 
cream). What more can a woman ask? Gas- 
tronomicafly, this should run home a dear 
winner, but food has rarely attracted the 
judges, unless you count the 1966 winner, 
“Merci Cherie”. 

The Estonian entry “Mere Lapsed f” ap- 
pears at first glance to be the tale of a love 
that, unlike the Polish one that has turned 
te bate, has merely lapsed- perhaps tte story 
of a couple forgetting to renew their mar- 
riage licence. Yet it turns out that the words 
of the title are Estonian and mean Children 
of the Sea. The lyrics teQ the story of lovers 
stealing off in a boat together “Well chal- 
lenge every storm that comes along, united 
with the power that we belong," according 
to the translation on the BBC Eurovision 
website (though, to be fair, it probably malms 
more sense in Estonian). AD the same, lines 
such as “We’ll harness raging winds to lead 
us on” and “riding on the depth of our de- 
spair there'll always be a wave that gets us 
there" suggest that their romance might do 
better if they first waited for the weather to 
improve. 

The UK entry “Where Are You?" sen- 
sibly stays on land in the pursuit of love. It 
starts “I see a picture in a frame, I see a face 
without a name, Riding alone on an empty 
train”. She then sings: “I would drive 
through the rain.” Presumably in pursuit of 


the train, though unless it’s a slow suburban 
service I wouldn’t give her much chance of 
catching it, and when she goes on, “You could 
unlock these drains", it sounds as though 
she’d be much happier on a bicycle anyway. 
Still, if he didn’t even bother to teQ her his 
name, I fear the romance is doomed. 

But will anything come dose to those 
record 138 la-la-las in 1968? The only chal- 
lenge this time comes from the Finnish entry 
“Aava", of which the BBC’s “free translation” 
begins; “Wide Earth, open the wide Earth, 
Wide Earth, open the wide earth. Beauty, 
greatness, Beauty, greatness, Calm. Wide 
Earth, open the Wide Earth, Wide Earth 
open the Wide Earth. Wide.” The second 
verse continues in the same spirit, though 
there is a “Hummamaa” just before the end 
Apparently there are only six different 
words in the Finnish o riginal, which may be 
a good thing because we are told that the 
anger is a Swedish speaker and her Finnish 
is not all that good. 

"fairing everything into account, and re- 
membering that nobody ever votes for the 
eastern Europeans, cnly countries of the for- 
mer Austro-Hur^arian«anpine ever vote for 
anyone singing in German, and no panel 
from a country that has signed up for the 
single European currency will vote for the 
UK, my money’s on Ireland. They always 
win it anyway. 
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Sun, sea, 
sushi 
and 
mash 


Fi Glover gets off her gently bronzed 
behind for a spot of forced 
entertainment in Phuket Welcome 
to Club Med, Thai-style 


“Participate. Earn your lunch. This is not the Holiday Inn. " 
This is what shrieks out at 12.30pm every day while you 
are lying on the beautifully arranged sunloungers by the 
pool at Club Med, Phuket 

It’s tile clarion call of Greg, a diddy South African geezer 
with dot-to-dot freckles and an unnerving little grin. The 
fact that his tan only starts from above his ankles gives away 
the fact that he's the golf instructor ... but unfortunately 
for him his duties don't end there. Everyday be has to stand 
by the pool with a loud haHer and try to get an interna- 
tional factor of sun bathers - if that is the right collective 
noun - to get off their gently bronzed backsides and do some- 
thing in the gently blowing breeze of the An daman Sea. 

I have a problem with organised entertainment, espe- 
cially if there aren't serious Price is Right five-door saloons 
up for grabs. And on Day One I definitely did not want 
my poolside reverie disturbed by lots of people doing the 
Conga in the pool l turned the other bikini-dad cheek and 
put my stuffy little British nose in the air. On Day Two my 
thought process ran along the lines of Tm an international 
traveller who likes to explore strange regions of Bhutan 
.... but ... mmmmm this is fun to watch in a patronising 
kind of way.” And you’ve guessed it: by Day Three I was 
preparing my dive at the start of the International Club 
Med Olympics Race alongside Valerie from Nice (I won 
the silver). I had also fully entered the spirit of the pack- 
aged world of Club Mediterannee - pioneer of all-jnclu- 
sive activity holidays in 130 “villages” around the world, 
in poor financial shape at the moment and guilty of overus- 
ing the word partidpate. 

But although you might want to hate it at the start, I 
bet you a bag full of beads that by the end you're having 
a good time. And let’s get the bead thing sorted right now. 
Your package at Club Med indudes all accommodation, 
sport, food and drink at meals - if. howeveryou want a drink 
from the bar you have to buy it with beads. These aren't 
romantic little cowie shells collected from the beach at dawn. 
They are plastic orange and yellow things that you can stick 
together to make necklaces. I think they are just a careful 
way of disguising how horrendously expensive the bar is. 
Get into the Nineties and give me a smart card. 

Club Med also has its own language. Greg - as an em- 
ployee - is a GO and I as a passing guest was a GM. All 
Gentfl Officers have to eat, drink, mingle but not sleep with 
all Gentil Members - although you do gel the feeling some 
of them may have taken hospitality to horizontal levels. Meals 
are at certain times, a Sun Dance takes place round the 
pool in an early Pan’s People style at midday every day and 
you need a secret code to make an international call out- 
ofyour room. Cult Med may be an apt first impression. 

We were lucky to be given the tour of the “village" by 
Grinning Greg who kindly informed us that the elephant 
ride was a waste of time and that the sports centre was 
right at the other end of the resort, but since we didn't look 
like we’d be needing to tee off at 8am or play a quick serve 
and volley before lunch so he wouldn't bother shewing us 
that It was a lovely pinch of reality salt on the side of an 



Canvas chars longues; there are 130 Club Med villages around the world Photo: Brendan Betme/Tocy Stone Images 


all too effusive plate of unpalatable bonhomie from some 
of the other GO s. 

Participation turned out not to be our forte, though. 
But slobbing out on Kata Beach we were much better at. 
Kata Beach is that stretch of white sand that you hope Thai- 
land will always have: bobbing long boats: sunsets to die 
for. all pinky and dusky, and a tarpaulin under which a dozen 
smiling massage ladies ease away your troubles with tiger 
balm, baby oil and some vertebrae crunching hand tech- 
niques. You can have a massage in the Spa at Club Med 
but it costs seven tiroes as much and you have to listen to 
piped music. Which would you rather the sound of Thai 
girls giggling at your bumpy European thighs or Michael 
Bolton classics? 

Most of our bumps wen: caused by the food in Cub Med. 
This reflects the clientele who range from Japanese, 
through Korean to Italian to French to us. The Harvester 
help-youiself principle works here and jour selection of cui- 
sine ranges from Japanese to Korean to Italian to French. . . 
By the end of a week our choices were positively surreal: 
one tiger prawn, two slices of pizza and a bowl of Thai soup. 
My favourite was sushi with mashed potato or the ultimate 


hangover cure, three types of potato: fried, mashed and roast 
So we ale and slept and marvelled at how smooth every- 
one else's thighs looked for seven days until we bad almost 
lost the power of speech. 

On our last night in Phuket we wandered back from Kata 
town to find something akin to bell being enacted around 
the pool. It was a funfair complete with greasy pole, co- 
conut shies and roulette tables with fake money. At first 
we thought that was going a bit far. But everyone else was 
having such a good lime. That's Club Med for you, it just 
keeps on going. You can help yourself to as much as you 
like, or just pick and choose and you’ll only really hate it 
if you do turn your nose up at everything ... apart from 
anything else that is a bad way to sunbathe; you’ll get a nasty 
Judith Chalmers turtle neck effect by the end of two weeks. 

I would personally recommend doing three things be- 
fore going though - make your own bar beads out of melt- 
ed plastic rent my mate Cath out for her late night cabaret 
action which she performed to tumultous applause after 
the funfair had packed up and gone - and check that Greg 
is still there before you go. Do try that mashed potato and 
sushi combination. You know you want to. 


A LL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABO UT ALL-INCLUSIVES 


Single European Currency? Forget re. With 
an alMndusive holiday, you don’t need a 
single penny, peseta or pfennig. Chib Med 
(0171-581 1161) has no monopoly on the 
cashless holiday - which is partly why the 
company has had fairly dismal financial 
results recently. As the mass-market 
operators have moved in, four times as many 
of us take aJJ-ind us/ve holidays than In 1995, 


AlMndusives let you bucket more 
accurately; a zealous bargain-seeker could 
probably survive a fortnight without 
spending a bean (or a bead). But they are 
inevitably divisive: fences must be built to 
prevent the beer and buffet Ming into the 
wrong hands. There is a financial 
disincentive to escape and see the world 
beyond the swimming pool. AJJ-pervasive aJJ- 


inclusives commoditise travel, reducing it to 
an arbitrary sun, sea and sangra sin final 
experience. Check out the all-indusrve 
brochures issued by A/rtours, Cosmos, First 
Choice, Thomson and Sunworld. ff your 
travel agent seems inordinately keen to book 
you one, it could be because he or she earns 
10 per cent on everything you eat and drink. 

One brochure you won’t find at the 


travel agent is the one issued by Club Mark 
Warner (0171-761 7000). a direct-sell 
operator which has specialised in high- 
quality alMndusive holidays in the 
Mediterranean for much longer than the 
mass-market operators. The ocher all- 
indusrve location that I have particularly 
enjoyed is the original: Butiin's (0990 OIIOII ). 

Simon Colder 






Corners of the 
planet that are 

forever France 

If it’s Club Med, it must be French - and a _ 
paradise for children. David Bowen investigates 


Club Med is another country. 
France, to be precise. 1 have been 
to one in Italy and one in Ibiza, 
and my in-laws have been to Club 
Meds in Morocco. TUrkey arid Sici- 
ly. They are all in France. 

Nearly all the staff above clean- 
ing level are French, and their 
knowledge of other languages is 
rarely good. The local doctor in 
Ibiza, fluent in English, German 
and. of course, Spanish, was baf- 
fled that one of the biggest com- 
plexes on the strip was inhabited 
by people with whom he could not. 
communicate. But that’s the 
French for you. When they go on 
holiday, they take their cities with 
them. I can't quite understand why 
they like it (I prefer abroad to be 
foreign), bnt if you want to go to 
France and you are not bothered 
what country it is in. Club Med has 
its advantages. 

The food, for one. French 
chefs, French food - all free, or at 
least included in the package price. 
Winder through the heaving buf- 
fets at lunch time, or tunnel your 
way through infinite variety in the 
evening. Tbugh. Unfortunately the 
wine is not French - it is whatever 
local plonk has been shipped in. 
My party laid no.claim to subtle 
palates, but even we were sur- 
prised when a blind tasting in Ibiza 
revealed that none of us could dis- 
tinguish between the red, the white 
and the rose. 

Then there is the unpressured 
atmosphere. Qub Med is, in 
essence, an upmarket holiday 
camp, with plenty of games and 
entertainments if you want to join 
in. But you don't have to, and no 
one (except perhaps the camp 
joker) will bother you if you want 
to grill gently in the sun and read 
pulp fiction. You can find yourself 
so seduced by the atmosphere 
that cynicism can turn into toler- 
ance and even enthusiasm. Many 
hard-nosed holiday-makers have 
ended up joining in the end-of- 
evening knees-up. Embarrassing, 
but true. 

Some ef the Qub Meds are at- 
tractive. In 1996 we stayed in Met- 
aponto. on the instep of Italy. Its 
residential village is draped delight- 
fully in bougainvillaea, and the 
restaurant is a strikingly original 
wooden structure (though not, as 
we discovered during a rainstorm, a 
waterproof one). The airoosi-aJI-in 
pricing will appeal to many. Prices 
look high (dose to £900 a week in 
August at Metaponto) but you can 
sleep, eat, drink (wine at least), sail 
canoe, go lo the gym, play golf and 
tennis etc without spending a penny 
extra. It’s only if you want a drink 
from the bar that you should take 
care: Qub Med’s answer to the 
euro, the red. green and yellow 
coupon, is not recommended for 
those with budgetary restraints. 

But the main reason my extend- 
ed family has descended serially on 
Qub Meds is that many of them 
are geared for children. The ones 
we chose all had Mini Cubs - for 
five-year-olds up - and some had 


Baby Cubs, starting at either two - ■ 
years or four months. 

When the child clubs' workr they 
work brilliantly. My wife]s nephew 
and niece, aged 10 and eight, 'end- 
ed up as stars on the full-size ctreus 
trapeze at Metaponto (we all tried 
it — ft's terrifying). Tb them, the 
Mini Club was heaven on earth. 

But, and this is where my enthu- 
siasm starts to falter, some of the 
children’s facilities were not good. 
At Ibiza last summer the- same kids 
were unimpressed by the Mini 
Qub. The Baby Clubs were a real 
problem, though often more, for 
parents than for children. Most of 
the Geuifls Otganisateurs (GOs) 
who ran them were indeed kind, 
but they were also young (mostly 
students) with oo training in look- 
ing after children narked at being 
dumped by their parents, the Gen- 
tils Membres (GMs). 

The GMs, for theirpart/fre^ 
quently found intolerable The 
guilt of leaving a child screaming; 
to go and sif by a pool with Dldc ^ 
Francis. They knew the screaming 
rarely lasted for more than a - r- ' -- 
minute or two, but for many the. .' 
anxiety was difficult to bear. They 
did not feel geniiis, and the time i 
the child spent in the Baby Qub ■ 
often reduced throughout'flief-f 7 ;' 
holiday - sometimes to nothing./; - 

The lack of (raining among the . 
GOs is one reason why Qab;Med; 
has had so much stick recently. It : 
is, in fact, a symptom of the'real 
problem - a failure' to be conse- . 
tent Variety is good; varying stan- 
dards are not. 


When the French 
go on holiday, 
they take their 
cities with them 


And Qub Med finds it difficult 
to be consistent partly because the 
clubs themselves are so different- 
Whereas Metaponto was spacious, 
quiet and attractive, Ibiza was 
noisy and somewhat cramped; un- 
til a few years ago it was an ordi- 
nary hotel on the main strip, and it 
showed. My in-laws tell me that 
Metaponto was outpaced by 
Palmfye in Turkey, with Kainarina 
on Sicily also scoring well. Ibiza 
failed to do much for the brand. 

The way lo counter this inconsis- 
tency is to cany out research be- 
forehand. It is possible to have a 
wonderful holiday at Qub Med and 
to come back relaxed and slightly 
plump - with your children in a 
similar state, haring spent much of 
the time away from you. But only if 
you go to the right place. You can 
choose what you want from the 
brochure: children’s facilities, gym, 
circus school multimedia workshop 
(whatever that is). But it is worth 
sniffing around for recommenda- 
tions. or lack of them. Many 
Britons have visited a Qub Med, so 
don’t book without asking around. 
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SIMON CALDER 

What is the collective noun for a 
group of female television presenters 
travelling together? A network? An 
overbooking? A lottcty? Whatever, 
several of our most notable TV 
personalities spent an unhappy Bank 
Holiday Monday evening at Nice 
airport, when they’d much rather 
have been in Luton. 

They were among more than I IK) 
holiday-makers waiting for a delayed 
EasyJet flight home from the south of 
France, which finally arrived five 
hours late in the early hours of 
Tuesday morning. 

In common with other airlines. 
EasyJet has no legal obligation to 
make financial amends if a flight 
is delayed for technical reasons. But 
if the experience of Independent 
readers Sheila and Cliff Chatten or 
Reading is anything tu go by. the 
unfortunate passengers should at 
least get their money back. 

“We were booked to fly to 
Barcelona on Thursday evening. The 
motorway traffic had been appalling, 
the weather ghastly, and, on reaching 
Luton, we weren’t tun pleased to 


hear that our 7.47 fthe lime, not the 
make] flight had been ’indefinitely 
delayed'." Apparently the plane had 
been taken out of service for repairs 
after being struck by lightning. (To 
digress for a moment: my colleague 
Harriet O’Brien swears that on her 
recent fc:ir-of- flying course she was 
assured that planes could not be 
struck bv lightning, due to the 
absence of an electrical earth: 
comments, please.) 

The Chaltens continue: “We sal 
around lo wait, eating and drinking 
courtesy of a £3-50 voucher per 
passenger. Our flight eventually took 
off about 20 past midnight; the 
captain was charmingly apologetic 
about the delay and the drinks on 
board were free. An inconvenience, 
certainly, but not u catastrophe.” 

"When an unsolicited letter 
arrived From EasyJet some two weeks 
later, we imagined the contents 
before opening it: a half-price offer 
on some future flight, maybe, to 
tempt us back to the airline? No. 
belter than that ..." 

The letter the Chaltens received 
was from Slelios Haji-Ioannou, 
EasyJLT's chairman, promising a Full 
refund: “Since we have failed lo 
deliver on our basic promise of 
providing reliable transport to you at 
the best possible price. 1 fed it is 
inappropriate that we keep your fare 
for the above night.” 

While EasyJet is an airline whose 
name invites hyphenated 
constructions such as “low-cost”, "no- 
frills and “Lu ion-based", Air France 


should resound with terms such as 
“style" and "panache". Not, however, 
in third class. 

When George Orwell made his 
journey in the French capital in 
Down and Out in Paris and London , 
he sailed third class from Tilbury to 
Dunkirk. The modem equivalent can 
be found on the newly launched 
three-class system on Air France 
flights between Heathrow and Paris. 

Many airlines use a three-class 
system on long-haul flights; Eva Air 
has four, on trips to Taiwan. But on a 

Certainly anyone 
stumping up 
£420.40 for a 
round-trip business 
ticket deserves all 
the free champagne 
they can wolf down 
in half-an-hour 


30-minute journey it seems 
needlessly elaborate. 

It works like this: 

Passengers are segregated by fare 
paid, with business dass at the front ■ 
and “full-fare economy" in the 
middle. We discount travellers arc 
crammed in at the back. Outbound, 
the promised “breakfast” turns out to 
be a stale croissant; inbound, the 
forbidden champagne is wheeled 
scornfully past third class, and anvone 


with the temerity to ask for some is 
offered a can of warm lager instead. 

Air France says the arrangement 
reflects fairly the amount each 
passenger has paid for a seal and 
certainly anyone stumping up £420.40 
for a round-trip business ticket 
deserves all the free champagne he or 
she can wolf down in half-an-hour. 
Meanwhile, until the Tilbury to 
Dunkirk ferry service starts up again. 
I’ll be the one with a packed lunch on 
Euroslar. 

Sue Sutton writes from Singapore 
about “the mysterious disappearance 
of the drinks trolley on Singapore ■ 
Airlines' flights to and from London - 
instead they bring round a tray of 
orange juice, beer and fizzy wine. 
Other drinks can be ordered, but . - 
arrive only after a considerable delay 
and consist of a thimbleful of your 
chosen tipple. Obtaining wine with 
the meal is similarly complicated." 

Dr Sutton asked the .airline why 
the policy had been adopted: *T was .- 
told it was ‘speedier’. On a 13-hour . 
flight. 1 wouldn’t have thought time a 
big consideration! 

“While understanding that there 
have been some problems with 
drunken passengers harassing the 
‘Singapore girls’, and certainly not 
advocating mass drunkenness on 
long-haul flights, I am surprised that 
an airline with such a reputation for , - 
excellent service and one that is, in 
many ways, way ahead of its 
compel itais on this route, has fallen 
down to the level of a basic charter 
company.” 
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Great Lakes ... and the beaches aren’t bad 


Roiling surf, deep forests . . . You name it, Michigan’s got it Donald Hiscock is smitten by the mitten-shaped state 



“If you look at my little finger, just by the 
nail, that’s where I come from. Over here, 
that’s kind of where we are right now,” said 
the friendly waitress at Don’s Drive In, a 
pink-and-bfue recreation of a Fifties’ 
restaurant It looked like the one where 
Fred Flintstone orders the brontosaurus 
burger that's so big it capsizes his car. Don’s 
is situated on Grand Reverse Bay, next to 
Pirate’s Cove mini-golf and in a perfect sit- 
uation for spectacular sunsets. Our wait- 
ress for the evening was happy to locate us 
in that time-honoured way that people 
from Michigan have, by holding out their 
band and pointing confidently to a knuckle 
or a crease or a mole. It’s a quaint global 
positioning device; Michigan is famous for 
being shaped like a mitten. 

We spent a summer family holiday up 
in the north-west corner of that mitten in 
Ttaveise City, the cherry-growing capital, 
as it is known - even if the volume pro- 
duction is now out west. We lolled around 
Lake Michigan, revelling in a state more 
famous to us in Britain for cars, Kellogg’s 
Corn Flakes and our tendency to mis- 
pronounce it Mitch-igan. In the past J had 
dismissed Michigan as being synonymous 
with crime and industry, but it’s home to 
the real Midwest 

■ Michigan may be bordered by Great 
Lakes, but there is also an abundance of 
far smaller lakes, with beaches and forests. 


My family and I don't dream of revisiting 
Traverse City for the cherry products, or 
the enormous burgers and cholesterol- 
inducing milk shakes; we want to get back 
to the rolling surf and white, sandy beaches. 
Our favourite trick back in England is to 
put photos of beadles down on the table 
when after-dinner conversation turns to 
foreign travel “Where do you think that 
is?” we ask. “Barbados? The Algarve?" 
they guess. Most are bowled over when we 
tell them. We do the hand held up like a 
mitten bit after that 

Front Street, Traverse City is the main 
thoroughfare. On Friday evenings in sum- 
mer they dose it to traffic, and the shop- 
keepers open stalls on the street The 
Downtown area becomes a mini-carnival 
site with musicians, country dancers and 
low-key street entertainers. 

Here the deputy sheriff leaning against 
his kmg white Chevrolet, talked to us about 
England, where hisaister lives in Godaim- 
ing. “Haw you heard of Godaiming?" be 
asked. He was tickled pink to be told that 
we’d been there. He, like most other 
friendly folk in Northern Michigan, liked 
to hear our accent “Thanks for visiting 
with us,” they say. When you’re- done talk- 
ing they thank you for the conversation. 

The city was founded by lumber barons 
last centmy, whose grand mansions are still 


river, once used to transport timber, curls 
slowly through the historic heart of Down- 
town. Beys fish from wooden decking 
below the grand Carnegie Library build- 
ing. Traverse City is not remote from the 
rest of the state, but when we drove 
through forest on quiet roads one after- 
noon it certainly felt like frontier country. 

One hot day we went out to the Platte 
river, near a town called Honor, after call- 
ing in at Bud’s Party Store tobuy beer, soda 
and chips. like the Michiganders around 


rented ahiminhun canoes and let the 
gentle current take us downstream. It 
didn’t take long to get used to paddling in 
a straight line; the difficult bit was negoti- 
ating families sitting inside rented inner 
tubes drifting slowly in front of us. We felt 
conspicuously British as we asked them to 
move out of the way. “Excuse me, please.” 
“Are you British?” some shouted back, 
waving a friendly beer can as if in a toast 
to international accord. 

It was a cooler day when we visited the 
Sleeping Bear Dune National Lakeshore, 


to be seen on Sixth Street The Boardman us we stripped off and pushed out two 


to the north of Ttavexse City on the Lee- 
lanau peninsula. We joined other families 
trudging up the seriously high dune that 
rises to more than 400ft, only to find yet 
more sand stretching out in front of us. 
And, yes, the reserved English tourists 
couldn’t help themselves and joined in the 
fun of rolling all the way down again, 
laughing, screaming and getting a mouth- 
ful of grit “Way to go, man!” 

Our favourite beach was on the nar- 
row, 17-mile peninsula that pokes out 
north from Da verse City. This is an area 
of comfortable homes that are beginning 
to use up the land once occupied by acres 
of cherry orchards. At the tip of the 
peninsula is Old Mission Lighthouse, set 
right on the 45th parallel, level with Bor- 
deaux; hence the proliferation of vines in 
the area. Cherry-flavoured wine, anyone? 
Of course, we’d come not for the wine but 
for the beach al the state park next to the 
lighthouse. The sand shelves so gently, you 
can walk out through smooth rocks in clear 
water for about 100 yards. We were there 
(me evening and watched an awesome ball 
of red sun sink into the lake. But after the 
pleasure came the pain, as the bugs began 
to bite. 

For all that, one of the simplest and 
best moments of a holiday up in Michi- - 
gan is when yon sit out at night and look 
at the stars. We were staying out of town 


where there was little street lighting. The 
sky was blacker than we had ever seen it, 
and we gazed at the Milky Way and con- 
stellations that we hadn’t realised were 
there ail the time. 

It’s corny, I know, but after the chil- 
dren had gone to sleep on the last night 
of our stay, we couldn’t help but make a 
wish out loud when a shooting star blazed 
across the heavens, distracting us from the 
soporific sounds of the waves lapping the 
lakeshore just a few yards away. We 
wished that we could return soon - every 
summer would be just fine - back to that 
place I can point to quickly in the palm 
of my hancl thanks to Lindy at Don’s 
Drive In. 

Detroit is served daily from Heathrow by 
British Airways, and from Gatwick by North- 
west. Alternatively, nearby Chicago has 
flights from Heathrow (Air India, American 
Airlines, BA and United), Birmingham, 
Glasgow and Manchester (aHAmericanAir- 
tines). Fares in high summer are likely to be 
pricey, but until mid-June expect to pay about 
£300 return through discount agents. 

Discount travel agents may rent you a car 
for less than the hire companies offer direct ; 
you should find an economy car for about 
£30 per day, fully inclusive. If you prefer not 
to rent a car, the air pass offered by South- 
nest (01293 596677) is excellent value. 


Land of wheat and rodeos 



Come to Kansas if you yearn for the romance of the rodeo, a glimpse into frontier 
days and a chance to see Ike Eisenhower’s childhood home. Anne Perret was there 


armer feeds 101 people 
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the mid-lfth century cm the Oregon, San- 
ta Ffe and CaHfonna Hails. NearTbpeka, 
there are antique ruts gouged into the 

prairie by wagpn wheels. Fifty miles far- 
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offers the excellent US Cavaby Muse- 
um, a bufelo herd and Quarters 24 (bet- 
ter known as the Custer Pfinise) which 

provides a glimpse of the romance and 

trials of militaiy life after the Civil 'W&r. 
GcQrgp Arms trong Coster command- 
ed Rut Riley, before riding away to the 
Battle of Little Big Horn. 

Off the interstate road are towns 
e»/-h Industry. Cottonwood Falls and 
En terprise, with streets lined with re- 
minders of. frontier days - hitching 
posts, jaflhouses and old false-front- 
ed stores. At Longford, the sign on 
Slim’s Place reads “Hamburgers & 
Ammunition”. These are tiny com- 
munities, and their young people are 
leaving for the cities. At Hope - on a 
seat bearing the town’s name t some- 
one has added “less” in black. painL 
We stayed in Ahflene, featured in a 


canalful of Westerns. Once ft was a wild 
cowtown, the terminus of the Chisholm 
Dafl. Cowboys drove mfllians of long- 
horns up from Tfexas, to be shipped by 
rail to Chicago. Even now, immense, 

mrwning ftmraFte trains nrmh tetlw raigh 
the “dee-po”. 

A whiff of gunsmoke lingers m Abi- 
lene. In the 1860s it was a gaudy mix of 
gamhBng halls, brothels and saloons. The 
town hired Wiki Bill Hickok to impose 
law and order, but one ni gh t he lolle d 
a drunken ganiMer in a gnnfight before 
accidentally gunning down his own 
deputy. The townspeople were aghast . 
- a lawman who couldn’t tell the good 
guy from the bad guy was a danger to 
everyone: They got him outoftnwnfesL 

In “Old Abilene Tbwn”, original * 
structures stand beside replicas. In 
summer there are strutting saloon 
girls, fast-draw competitions and a 
cowboy encampment where cowboy 
poet Jack Dewcrff drawls stories about 
spooked herds and round-ups. Rodeos 
are held alt over Kansas; the best is prob- 
ably AMene’s Wfld BUI Hickok rodeo, 
which opens with a parade. It is part 
of a week-long county fair, a showcase 


and, inevitably, wheat. It’s a chance to 
mingle with folks wearing cowboy 
boots, b^ belt buddes and Stetsons, and 
load up with calorie-busting fair food: 
com diogs, hog wings, funnel cakes and 
root beer floats. 

Abilene has two historic homes 
open to viators. The Seetye Mansion 
was built by a patent medicine 
manufacturer enriched by 'fthsa-Tbsa. 
“health restorer for man, stock and 
poultry”. Dr Seetye and his spinster 
daughters had one house rule: never 
throw anything away. The result is a 
time capsule of Midwest turn-of-the- 
centuxy ephemera. 

President Dwight Eisenhower’s 
boyhood home is nothing fancy —a sim- 
ple house on the wrong side of the 
tracks. His mother was proud of her 
small parlour, its dime-store vases, the 
patchwork cushions she embroidered 
with her seven sons’ names, and her 
books- Beyond her net curtains Is some- 
thing that made her prouder stfll-her 
son Dwight's presidential library. 
House and library are part of the Eisen- 
hower Center. There’s an Ike statue 


- a typical pose in uniform, hands on 
hips. There’s a museum stuffed with 
memorabilia: the “ludgr coins” Ike car- 
ried throughout the Second World 
War, “I Like Ike” presidential cam- 
paign buttons; and Mamie’s hats - 
feathered, beaded and frisbeeTike. Ike 
and Mamie are buried here. 

Leaving Abilene, you may go west 
to Dodge City and the Rockies, but we 
went east, to Lawrence, an attractive 
town that’s borne to the University of 
Kansas. Lawrence was founded by New 
England abolitionists. In the 1850s it 
was an underground railroad stop, an 
improvised route for nmawry slaves es- 
caping to freedom in Canada. In Old 
West Lawrence, you can take a self- 
guided tour of the sites where towns- 
people courageously clothed, fed and 
hid these black Americans. 

Fascinating gtnff, and ynuH hwv Rthff 

place pretty much to yourself. Kansas, 
after aD, isn’t famed as a tourist mag- 
net But TO be going back - if only to 
seetftemonuroemtoitsfeniieis.AiDer- 
ica’s agricultural hall of feme is in Bon- 
ner Springs: sodbusterpkxighs,l»rbed 
wire - and endless varieties of wheat 
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It’s a shore thing 



Summer or winter, life is 
always divine on the edge 
of Lake Trasimeno, 
writes Kate Mikhail 


It was as if Michelangelo's God from the 
Sisiine Chapel bad deserted the heavens 
for a day to join us mortals in a spot of sun- 
bathing as an impressive, hirsute figure of 
a man strode purposefully across the beach 
in a fetching pair of skimpy, navy-blue 
swimming trunks. I sat mesmerised as this 
bearded apparition marched towards me 
- and then around me and off in the direc- 
tion of the Sualzo Beach Funky Bar. Very 
appropriate. I thought. 

[ was at a tiny Umbrian beach on the 
non hem edge of lake Trasimeno. in Passig- 
nano. a vast expanse of water with three 
large islands and surrounded by low, 
rolling hills covered with olive groves and 
vineyards. Everyone and their mother, it 
seems, has their own olive and grape crop, 
down to one elderly couple I saw with just 
a handful of trees and vines in their front 
garden. 

For those with lots of energy to burn, 
there are surfboards, pedal boats and sail- 
ing boats for hire - or you can throw your- 
self around playing volleyball or basketball. 
Personally. I opted for lolling around 
under a weeping willow, with gentle strolls 
in search of the local sights. But this is not 
one of those beach resorts that is just worth 
visiting in the summer. In the winter, the 
air is clear and crisp, the sun warm and the 
views and walks as scenic as ever, with the 
added plus of being virtually tourist free. 

If you arrive by train, a £1.40 ride from 
nearby Perugia, don’t be put off by the 
deserted ghost town of a station. Just a 
short walk from here you’ll find yourself 
in the centre of Passignano. home to a tiny 
ferry port that runs a regular service to 
Trasimeno's islands. 

Here, you can sit outdoors, on the lake’s 
edge, and pose with the best of them. There 
are a number of colourful bar-style kiosks 
where the food is fresh and cheap, and 
chrome jukeboxes dotted around in their 
own made-to-measure, weather-proof shel- 
ters act us magnets to the local designer- 
clad youths. This is clearly (he place where 
everyone comes to pass the time of day. 



and, to mingle effectively with the Italians, 
it soon became obvious that dark shades 
arc a must, all year round 

The old centre of Passignano is on a 
small hill directly above the ferry port and 
is filled with picturesque dolls’ houses and 
impossibly narrow streets. The view from 


the top is spectacular and well worth the 
uphill climb, although a strange coDection 
of somewhat ropy artworks in the hilltop 
ruins were a surreal and confusing distrac- 
tion. 

If you spend any length of time in Italy, 
the chances are that you will start putting 
on the pounds, as life here is so food-ori- 
ent ed and the food so good Sooner or later, 
exercise becomes the only option, which is 
why Passignano is perfect There are several 
walks suggested by the local tourist board 
thai show off the high number of churches 
and castles around the perimeter of the lake, 
the most impressive castle being the Cas- 
tigl/ooe del Lago on the west side of lake 
Trasimeno; but head off in almost any direc- 


tion and you will not be disappointed 

I had been tucking into the local choco- 
late delicacy. Bari, which can be bought 
individually from just about anywhere, and 
felt that a healthy walk was long overdue. 
Apart from being dangerously more is h. 
Bad carry folded up “messages of love" 
which have the same gimmicky attraction 
as the bad jokes you get in Christmas crack- 
ers. “When I saw you I fell in love and you 
smiled because you knew," read one. and 
another: “Where the eyes willingly fall so 
does the heart and eventually the feet" I 
was beginning to see why Italian men have 
a reputation for being such romantics. 

On (be other hand who could fail to 
he poetically inclined in such surround- 


ings? Whatever you do, when you visit 
Trasimeno, make sure you take the ferry 
to Isola Maggiore, said to have been vis- 
ited by St Francis of Assisi in 1211. The 
trip takes about 30 minutes, costs 8,000 
lire (£3) return, and is beautifully relax- 
ing. And it is only once you are afloat that 
you will really appreciate the sheer size 
of this lake. 

The island itself is magical. It is a car- 
free zone, a great luxury, and has a great 
walk around its shore path and up to the 
top to the church of San Archangelo with 
its 14th- 15th century frescos. 

Isola Maggiore is quite a tourist attrac- 
tion in the summer but in the winter and 
spring it is fairly deserted and walking into 


avant i, AVANTI 

Getting there 

New, low-cost flights to Italy on no- .. 
frills airlines make die country much 
easier and cheaper to reach this 
summer than before. Go (0845 60 
54321) is launching to Rome and Milan 
on 22 and 23 May respectively, and 
promises to sell all seats at GOO all 
summer. 

Getting information 
Italian State Tourist Office. I Princes 
Street, London W I R 8AY (0171-408 
1254: brochure request fine 0891 
600280). 

Getting wet 

“Days of heavy rain have resutted in 
serious flooding and landslides in the 
southern part of the region of 
Campania. A state of emergency has • 
been declared. The mountainous area 
on the borders between the provinces 
of Salerno and AveJHno. where several 
towns have been hit by mudslides, is 
worst affected. Other towns which 
have been badly affected are Sana, 
Bradgliano, Samo and Quindid (the 
latter having been completely engulfed 
by mud). Visitors are strongly advised 
against travel to these areas. There 
have also been minor landslides in 
other areas, such as the holiday resort 
of Amalfi, where damage has been ■ ■ 
assessed as minima/" - Foreign Office 
advice, issued on 6 May. 


the local bar felt like barging into someone's 
private living room. A group of friends were 
sprawled around, nattering and hatching . 
TV, although they did eventually dear a . 
space. Food was not on offer,.so if you're 
going to make a day of it out of season, it 
may be an idea to packa picnic. 

Later, dining al fresco, high in the hills 
above the lake in the forecourt of an Ital- . 
ian villa with the dark, gnarly silhouettes 
of an olive grove jast below and the end- 
less stretch of the lake below that, i could 
understand the pride of the locals and why 
my host rather harshly rubbished any 
, other nearby town mentioned as “just a 
' dump”. Passignano certainly felt ont of this 
world - a resort fit for gods. 


TEL- 0171 293 2222 


Italy 


£50 p.p. off 

selected brochure priced holidays to the 

Italian Lakes & Austria 

Call Now For Details & to Book 

0181 313 159S 

TRAVELBASE ABTAD6200 

Open 8-9 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 10-5 Sun 

Lake Como / Maggiore 
7nts,2THB - £219* 
Flights from - £79 


Thomson 

ABTA V5126 ATOL 2524 


• Based on 2 share. 20th May from IGW, 
accommodation allocation on arrival 
** 13th May Verona flights 
Petals etc coneqal imoofprttrtnq 



VENETIAN 

VALUE 

No-one has more hoteb in Venice for 
you to choose from, than ItaGatour. So. 
what more could you ask for - apart 
from better prices! WeR yout find 
those boo. plus lots more in the 1998 
haUamur Italy for Lovers* brochure. 
Call for yours today. 

0171 605 7500 

itahatour! 

ITALY TO A LOVERS 


PISA 


i •* MAY £ 

I 

! SATURDAY 

f DEPARTURES 

0113 281 8811 


F TRADITIONAL" 
TUSCANY 


■o*. 
- 1 




A smato anfraw uxmtn 
bnw and Sore pock 
FIORENKNE HILLS, SENA, 

| lafflUAN BORKfc L£ ttttCHE ! 

ITUfun nwrejaldrlaj 

Tcfc 0181 297 1470 

Fic-.ir.ik i"i<i 



TrutitinMti] entustrj n&c 

mtamaclMdumd flexible 
fhedrm halidm. 

"Gnatd Toarbttj'and Pointing 
AnBdoyi pha Uun brndatt 
Fttrtaee. Venire and Knot. 

0181 995 9323 

mitiu? tSni. i va um 


A TASTE OF TUSCANY W».eal- 
Wfios and apartmona For 
brochures call Taita-ma*j Tours 
an 0181 231 1450 

SUNY1L DISCOVERY. Ftoxtala fly 
drives iq Tuscany ft Umbria. 
Character BB accom. Plus Stay. 
Lakes and Ottos. OtBt 847 <748 
AfTO ATOL 801 

BRIDGEWATER'S IDYLLIC Italy 
countryside to coral uay.'jtma 
Often. PJefrasania prtuato vtnos. 
near Modi. Lucca. Paa. Flo- 
■onca Gosses, country villas; 
tarmhousoa + pocta rhraoqhoul 
Tuscany. Umbria. UM Garda. 
0161 707 8795 2* hrs. ABTA 

VENICE: VENETIAN APART- 
KENTS has A range 0> private 
opts (a let Also Florence. Room. 
vsrona. vanoto. To*. Dig? 878 
1130 ftu 0181 878 0382. 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Italy 


Italy Offers 
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Discovery & 
Adventure 


Danner IZcncfamting 
Frujcb regno* on Tom or by 
bait, with tour bass mo»ed 

far tea. Warm friendly 
hofcfa. fine reafaaat food rad 
oiaes. unetpnicd pleasures. 

Kor a totally new land of 

Fra>ch tqxriam. pboor 

nrm far toot 1898 cofoor 

brochure. 


H^DWATeFL 

01606813340 

>R ATOL 2412 


TUSCANY. Reiai on our ZKautfut 
smaD taem mm pool A cranstrcnai 
Tuscan home cochin®. 
Phone Fan 0039 575 6i6C9t. 
i n t a r n o I 
hftcjK tnracsIsnajKAeai&ccta 

La GIACONOA h a sunning t5e 
co u ntry manor boose ongmaliy 
owned by Pape Alexander VI. at 
die Borgs family The house 
steeped a history, covets a MB- 
lop position and enjoys beautiful 
s ur r oundi ng county yudo, orrty 
rOfcms hem Rome Ezmnsne 
lan ni and large swimming pool 
eongilefa the grand externa. The 
Keener is fanshed u a very hi^i 
standard mittt 5 bediccm bath- 
room. taiecs W.. sauna, 
facua ana TurtLSh turn S3 .630 
per week xal Jaw. July. Aug A 
Sept. Per sib ard some of the 
finest PmaK V ila* and sport 
mono m Italy, fo* tar splendid 
brodi. Trocany 'l)» Tel: 0171 
272 5469 Fare 0171 273 Slat 
Email- WpitoC3JVWw.com 



TUSCANY (Nr Lucca) House ara* 
duo » caitcoflatron WC 4,‘t 1/18 
July, afco odd other wreto. 09vo 
groves, cascades, pence & 
beauty. Sips upto 9. C300-M20 
Tat 01904 798 190 

FLORENCE House sips 6 wan gar- 
don avai lotto June. August & 
September 01709 266496 

TOSCANY 2tHe discount tor June* 
September Boaut&d birmhouscB 
wlih poofs. S l e ep 4-16. From 
5340 per week. 0181 255 4825 

DISCOVER THE BEAUTY ol Lunt- 
gtara. N Tuscany For medrewaf 
■■agon. (newtons & SOS. BY our 
tun decked selection ol salt- 
catering properties Fm CTO- 
reoqpr. TaL Ufa Holidays. Cl 433 
7B8083 Fat 01439 7B3Q91 

LAKES. MOUNTAINS and 
beaches Wide range or hearts 
and celt catering throughout Italy 
including £H» and S*city ai very 
reasonable prises Auto Plan 
o;s«rs?77r. 


To advertise in this section 
please cal! the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2219. 


Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN: Maltorcan A 
Merarcan tamthouses irith pods 
In unspoilt areas, near coast, 
01954 261 431. ATTO ATOL 2787 


Corsica 



Cal for deads of rids aid '. 
other oAers ) 

Reservations l 

01444 881414 


Indepordext Ar Travel 

S trading as Hcfdrr Qpdoni J 


CORSICAN 

&rr 


An bbnd of rpocsKubr motmabi 

vpwir pins luwOi u yvU 


ctoar n wn and rtrrarm, votcrbOb 

■nd bnunlM M«bdrdb*CMh«v. 

Small & TrH-ndl, Aubcryr> 
Mountain Imv. • Cto-jt Holriv 
Berth Hoc Apartment; 
prr.a-r V.IU; « Fh-dm* • Crclnj 

S 7 e.j«i. im. we W« 

*» n» w. «itn ■« o 


OI7I 385 8438 


CORSICAN PLACES. We spe- 
cialise in Corsica. Lovely vMos 
with Boon., cottages by tho soa, 
morb ev al vBlagc houaoo, tsareftMy 
sefected hofofs Wry htondfy per- 
sonnl servtco ATOL 2847 AdO 
fa Dl 424 480846^ Fax 48003a. 

SIMPLY CORSICA Oiscnvcr the 
MsStonanton's besi-Kopt seen*, 
an stand ol glorious beaches and 
spoctacular mountains, umar- 
rushed by masa tourism. VDIas 
wtih poots, soosido cottages, 
mountain auborgee and stylish 
howto. Ptoana coil 0181 9359323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 ATTO 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vWtage 
houses In unspoiled orera Plus 
rats, hydrtvos, oscoriod tours. 
SUNWL 0181 847 4743 AfTO 
ATOL 808 


Germany 


Rail Tickets 
for Germany. 


Best value train travel 
in Germany: 

witti a Minjgroup 
Ticket one pays full, 

and up to (our 

companions pay 
half price. 

With 

Deutsche Bahn UK. 
Booking line: 

0171-4080979 

Brochure line: 

01476-591311 


On its way. 


GERMANY ■ Dolly low cost flights 
and /wort accom modal vm Aff 
major crodit cards Plruoe call 
German liovol Centre 01 Bt 429 
2M0 AOTA ATOL 237? IATA 


France 


Discovery & 
Adventure 


Dtsrawr 12 re cfanlin g 
Fieucb r rfi t in oBlaMorb? 
b&c, vrkkyuor bags moved 
for you. Wamlricnt&y 
bca*. fteregkul Mad 
wtecs, nnexpectcd pkaam. 

For a toteSjr acw kfad of 
Fma* caperttan, phone 
19% colour 


r ^aar W l 
brOibuit 


H^DWAIeiC 

01606813340 

M) ATOL 2472 


BRITTANY Dordogne. One rf Aa» 
end more. Lovely VBas, many 
erith pools. Sunsefect Was. 
ABTA V727B Brochure Mfl» 707 
8794. 

BONNES VACANCGSI Free Cotour 
Brochure! Save EC's, book drect 
«Mr owners! 550 sen contained S 
BAB praps. TVuvei A Inourancee. 
£71306 885555. 

NORMANDY CALVADOS VI peoce- 
fut superior gSe. Nr Valalso In 
grounds ol Cl6lh property. Nol 
working term. Ideal louring con- 
tra. Brochure uri/lax: 01353 
664187 

ALPINE A Armocy villages. tovtHy 
aptB A hotote. Lakes A Mountains 
01329 844405. AITO 

BRITTANY. JOSSEUN 17c cottage. 
6-8 C2»-C300p*. Many daios 
tasovotobie □1325 4G7053 


WALKING 

CYCLING 

HoM (a hotel tours, 
with tuggage earned. 

O single centre hoddays. 

01797 223 777 

BELLE FRANCE 

ATOL2B32 rUS 


ATTRACTIVE NORMANDY FARM- 
HOUSE. 1 hr Caen. 2d 3s. 1 acre 
orchard gdn. AvalL May-OcL 
Rom JM7S p«. 01685 288414 


CYCLE TOURWO In Brittany from 
£190 par week. Breton Bares 
01579 350379. e-maD brelon- 
Mhe sG contpuservacofn 
DORDOGNE WatermlX Sleeps 5, 
targe pounds, luly fumtahed Inc 
music ra om with piano. Special 
oftor £220 per weak th roughout 
manmer. 0CO3 5532737(4. 

LOIRE CHINON kfyillc rtvoretde 
country conagos. Some AvaBabB- 
fty July/Aug. 01440 702827. 
CHEAP A CH EARFUL gfto in 
paaoohit ChararUe-Martame. sips 
A Near river. 30 mins son Also 
email house nearby, sips 4. 
Phone 01229 889 789 
PROVENCE charmi ng homo nr vfl- 
logo. 3 beds 3 baths, wall 
equipped faction. 2 terraces, tar 
hocus pool bon la pitch. 45 mins 
Si Tropez. fa: 0KO 494601082. 
LOIRE VALLEY Newly available 
17th century farmhouse, also 
bam. Both steep 6*8. Superb 
accommodation and location. 
From E26P-C350 pw. 0142* 
442706 


Greece 


[Greek Islands Club 

Villa holidays for 
those who want 
re escape the crowds 
In style and comfort. 

Rax£75 ♦ Ithaca* Cerwujw 
ZAKYNTH 0S»Km«A«C0WU 
Sn*TH35»S«orar5*ALCNSsasj 
For a brochure tele p hone : 

0181 232 9780 

hapi'/www.vdveo.ukAKltatf 

ABWVMi] ATOCM MTO 


^’ete 


Escmpt the monunrtmi ood 
rxprriotct on ishtoi o/ ntmUg 

landscape! and wm 

hospitality. Country coaaxti. 
villas wah pools, qaebn 

aperemerur crndjatnUy-ran 
hotels in unspoilt luauhvu. Plus 
fleuUe 'Wandering' holidays 

0181 995 9323 

rtmtfjjr nu its wra 


SKIATHOS. PeNon. Skopolos. 
Aionlsaoa. Mykonos. Paros, 
Anu paras A Sarttutnl. Superb vfl- 
las, apts A hutch, most with sea 
views. EvpOd A frionOy service 
horn SMathoa Trovol Utf now m 
our ZOIh yr 0181 940 5157 AITO 
ATOL 1680 

AMAZINGLY honest award winning 
brochure. Wo oHor a wide selec- 
tion ol small lomfly run hotels, 
otudnrc. ap a rt m en t s, vinos and 
traditional houm on io rstanib 
Atonlscos. Holkl, Katyrrmos, 
Luos. Sptrfoeo, Syml. Upnl, 
SVepoioa, Teat 24h, Brochure 
Una Tol: 0IC29 824B81. Lnolui 
rirw Ud ATOL 1424 AITO. 

PURE CRETE recoiremadod in 
The Independent On Swiday. 
Sroalhtaklng views & empty 
hnechm: Pure Crete For 

brochure UH 01 B! 760 0879 
ATOL ArtO 



oman 


Pbmk. Cacfn, Influx, MrenM. 
Ithaca. Ccpfcdoota. Zakjntbn 

QtantesKndaByGrw^hBUdujs 
anas from (he mainstream. 
Pmate Mas wPh pods, hotels 
and cottage* tn brmnlJU uapoib 
lecadtmr by the tea mid bdamL 

01819959323 

UT4V1JK 4TOL1922 UTTJ 


CRETE www.brahntocrolc.Couk. 

fa; 01622 630004. ATOL* 537 
A QUIETER OPTION to Poxoe. 
Lofkoo. Zokynthoa, Kefalonia. 
Tfasn. SKnmo and Chela A qual- 
ity soloctlon ol private veins, 
boochsttfo upon & small hotnts. 
For Our 1998 brochuro toft 0* 71 
233 5233 Greek Options ATOL 
4245. 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST & 
Slovakia. Control pensions, 
hoteb a opu Ceechors (01708} 
££9889. 

PRAGUE. BudreKot Vkmno. floriki 
AKnAow Low hotel prices from 
£14 pp 8 rlighfc) horn 
£tB6fmc.t0i) (Aggnt ATOL 1245). 
SWMfa CtaiOb in Sfamrua. Slo- 
vahia S Czech ham EZ17 per 
week. Auto Wan 01543 2S7777 


Overseas 

Travel 

Advertising 

also 

appears on 
pages 6, 7 & 8. 


Special Interest Holidays 


Puts other holidays in the shade 



EXODUS 

* £ TptrJilfoni 9 

The widest choke of routes by expedition truck across Africa, Asia 
and South America (2-30 weeks) 

9 Weir Road. London SW12 0LT. Ring 0181 673 0859 for brochure 
http://www.exodustraveis.co.uk 


iWorldwide 

Adventures 


pi lmalay i 
^ia’ 


■ Africa 

LXSKffilc 


.. China 
India 
Austra lia 

7 dctfiuTPd utour 

bO'liPP' lAUfltnQ ftle* buf 



jfOURNEY 

>LAT1N 

AMERICA 

Escorted Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 8315 

Flrghts-only 

0181 747 3108 
JLA Manchester 
0161 8321441 

^*k*°* fr »mhw *s > jhiumr h.*j .*ii 

8UT&S fiOLSS HUM) 


'Don't forget 
to mention 
. The Independent' 
•’ .when replying 
vto adverts 


SKYROS Tho Hal tstc Experience. 
In Groocn X tho Caribbean. 0I71 
28* 3065 or wwwiky,oacom r 
CYCLING FOR SOFTIES mom 
osoulstto manus. qustUv hatui 
□nd a unh^ic vtow of ium Franco 
Irom a btcydo. Agorrt ATOL 6Q6. 
fa; 0181 248 513*. 

CYCLING DOWN QUIET country 
lanes. Just enough omreteo to 
work up an oopeOle lor tho nnxi 
great moall Slay al charming 
nolots m France a Italy. Yfo cany 
yoar bogs. Hoodwanir 01806 
813339. ATOL 2412 AfTO. 
WALKING IN FRANCE . holy, 
Europe & the Med. All levels. 
?p«dcd or Imfopondenr, worm 
Irion City hot*,, graat regional cui- 
**0- ovoryowig arranged fa ygg 

Hporjwnler oieoc 813339. ATOL 
2412 ATTO. 



worldwide 

Discover the unique experience of a 
small group adventure in 

Spain Greece Turkey 
Bulgaria Russia Iceland 
Egypt Morocco Tanzania 
Thailand Vietnam Borneo 

moo plus another 70-odd countries 
8 to 30 days. Prices from £345. 

CaU 01252 344761 
(34 hrs) for brochure 
Explore Worldwide flNi AWerehot 
CUli HQ www.explore.co.uk 
Fulfv bonded AfTO.’ATOL 2595 


TURKEY • EGYPT 

THE MIDD LE EAST 8 EUROP E 





IRAN • SYRIA • JORDAN 
ISRAEL* MOROCCO 
^ GREECE • SPAIN • PORTUGAL 
^ FRANCE • BRITAIN 

i Fpr Prc-Uiur«?s tsr! 

018T - 742 3049 

■* 14 Wovv' P05V3G?, londcn 'vV4 4 PH 

E'mdit; in foC' R^cji'ri a ti-. t • c r. cg r' 


wwgtee 

WaBufig, ireWiinj. sightseeing- 
for over 50 years Ramblers have 
been oHenng a mouthwataira 
ol feal foEdays 30 over 
worid. Why wade your 
btWjf when you could join a 
teal hoEday ? Brochure hog- 

MHnezs Hotro/iys 

Box 43 

Welwyn Garden. ALB 6PQ 
Tof: 01707331133 
Fax: 01 707 333276 
Emm 1 <anlHbuCdi((Oi am 
6 BT4VSC94 STOLSSO 


f inditin'? 

UllMAMYAS} 

I This Summer Enjoy t 

Trekking - Jeep Safaris 
Motorcycling - Cycling 
Yoga • Wild Flowers 
Geological Tsars 
1 Explore Hfeaaefcd, Lxxbidi f 
y & Zaoskar ndc— T 

mumnumsi 

rel: 01323 422213 ; 

.d aMnMttnSM aitBitWB 5, 
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Taking a bow: Venice is serviced by a network of 150 canals and more than 400 bridges Photograph: Emma Boam 


A plane 

One certainty aod-two outsiders: that’s the 
look of three new flights from Stansted 
which began on Thursday. As mentioned 
above, Ryanair (0541 569569) has started 
services from the Essex airport to Venice for 
£129 return. More adventurously, the air- 
line is also starting up to Kristianstad in Swe- 

deo - close-ish to Mahnfi, fare £109 return 
-and St Etienne, near Lyon,fbr£ll9- Nest 
month, Ryanair begin s fligh ts to two more 
Italian destinations -Rimini and Pisa -plus 
Carcassonne in south-west Fi ance - 



CHECK 
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A train 

Reims and Rouen are now less than £100. 
away from Witerloo International station 
in London. Destinations ip eastern and 
northern Rrance. ^tabtyAlacemidNm-- 
mandy, have been added to the Eurostar 
Plus" scheme. Caen and Le Havre are also 
available for £99 return; Sttajourg. Mid- 
house, Nancy and Deauville cost £l(^Tb 
qualify for these feres, you should book 
at least a week in advance and “dude a 
Saturday nigh. 

303030); Rail Europe (0990 848848). 

The T"Mn pavilion of Expo *98, which 
EtoS lSob on 21 Mayjs the 
oSnorium - a aquanu^designed 
to look like an imaginary boat 
kere of the event pointedly say: A dete- 
ction was sent to Seville to understand 
Sd leant bom the Spanish world exposi- 




don, in order to avoid emus done there.'’ 
Portuguese tourist office: 0171-494 1853. 

A room 

The most luxurious youth hostel in the 
world? The new Armagh hostel officially 
.opened this month, close to both the 
CathoEc and Church of Ireland cathedrals 
intbedty. A twin room costs £21 per night, 
yet mr hrcfes an en-suite bathroom, a televi- 
sion set and tea-making paraphernalia. 
IpHrMarinT- sized breakfasts cost an additional 
£3.75 pea- person. Bookings: 01861 511800. - 

A meal 

“px rpning meals will be a minimum of four 
courses, accompanied by superior wine,” 

promises First Choice (0990 557755) for 
its Fine Dining Chalets in the forthcom- 
ing winter's ski programme- A week at the 

Chalet Momosses in La Plague costs 
from £429, including flights. 

A drink 

passengers on an American Airlines flight 
from Qii. Colombia to Miami almost got 


a freshly brewed cup of liquid heroin, after 
151b of the drug were hidden in coffee 
packaging. A spokeswoman for American 
Airlines told .7 Tie Independent. “We’re 
working closely with US customs to invest- 
igate what happened. We spend a lot of 
money in trying to halt drug t rafficking .” 

A week from now ... 

... you could catch one of the most curi- 
ous bus services trundling around Britain. 
The Explorer runs on a figure-of-eight 
route from London via Bath, Oxford, 
Stratford to York and Edinburgh, return- 
ing via the Lake District Chester and 
Cambridge. It is a hop on/hop off service 
that costs £95, with no time limit. Fbr book- 
ings and information, call 0171-263 5435. 

A month from now... 

... the Spitalfields Festival defiantly shrugs 
off competition from the World Cup with 
a performance of Faurfi’s Requiem (the 
BBC is using another of the composer’s 
works for its coverage of the soccer in 
France). For details of the events at the 
East London festival, call 0171-377 1362. 

A year from now ... 

— you’ll be able to take off from Gatwick 
or Manchester on a two-centre holiday to 
Greece and Thrkey. The firs departure on 
the Virgin Holidays (01293 432100) com- 
bination is on 2 May 1999, and costs £384 
staying a week in each of Mannarisin 
Turkey and the Greek island of Rhodes. 


48 hours in Venice 

You need a break — and a shortcut to the soul of Italy's most romantic city. 

Declan Pratt provides a prescription fbr the perfect, watery weekend trip 

come crammed with every imaginable filling. Tb^ are served witli 
lunch-time drinks in bars all over the city, for around £130, to 
eat standing up. 


Why go now? 

Because this architectural feast of sumptuous churches and 
palaces is only two hours away, where you’ll now get 2$84 lire 
for your pound Yet you don't realty need a reason to visit Venice 
- it’s without a doubt the world’s most romantic city. 


Beam down 

From this week, Venice is more accessible with Ryanair (,0541 
569569) now flying from Stansted for £129 return. Expect retal- 
iation from British Airways (0345 2221 1 1) and Alitalia (0171-602 
7111), which fly from Heathrow and Gatwick respectively. 

Get your bearings 

The appropriately named Marco Polo Airport is on the mainland, 
around eight miles from the city. ACTV Bus 5 makes the 30-minute 
journey across the causeway that connects \bnke to the rest of 
Italy. To arrive in more style take amotoscafo (regular motorboat) 
to San Marco for around £6. A water taxi wfll set you back £30. 
Venice is a good definition of the word “unique”: 118 islands caught 
in a web of 150 canals and more than 400 bridges. The heart, 
metaphorically if not geographically, is the piazza San Marco. 

Check m 

If you want luxury, Venice has no shortage of choice: the Bauer- 
Grunwald, Cipriani, Des Bains, Excelsior and Gritti Palace could 
grace any list of the world’s finest hotels. But for James Bond there 
was only one choice: “The Danieli, of course”. In this magnifi- 
cent Gothic palace (0039 41 522 6480) on the lagoon front, the 
price fbr a double en-suite room ranges from £160 to £320 -break- 
fast is extra. For something a little more down-to-earth the Three 
Star Hotel Firenze (0039 41 522 2858) might be more suitable. 
Prices start at £50 for a double en suite (with breakfast), just yards 
from the action in San Marco. Some of Venice’s many hotels daim 
not to reduce their rack rates, yet both the Firenze and the Danieli 
itself make substantial reductions, so do persevere. 

Take a ride 

Gondolas maybe the dassic symbol of romantic Venice but they’re 
not cheap - they cost more than £30 an hour. On the other band, 
the city’s public transport, the vaporettos, are both inexpensive and 
fun. A trip along the Grand Canal, from Santa Lucia Station to 
San Marco, is a great introduction to Venice for just £130. Wporetto 
No 1 zi gzag s up the capal, affording a clear view of the stunning 
buildings massed along it- The extraordinary architectural parade 
includes Venetian Baroque, Byzantine, classical. Gothic and late- 
Gothic styles. The Grand Canal is spanned by just three bridges, 
including the shop-lined Rialto, one of the city’s most enduring 
symbols. The design reflects the 16th-ceutuiy Venetian desire to 
demonstrate to the world its opulence and technical skill. A 24- 
bour vaporetto ticket costs around £5. a three-day ticket £10. 

Take a hike 

"A piedT really is the way to discover a city which, by nature, 
demands a reasonable amount of legwork The main tourist thor- 
oughfare between the station and San Marco is well trodden, but 
duck down a side-alley into the back-streets and you'll soon find 
yourself in the “other” Venice. Parts of the dty are empty of 
tourists even in high season and you can be lost for hours in the 
narrow, winding lanes, stumbling across se emingl y forgotten 
churches squeezed into tiny squares, then stepping out blinking 
on to the broad sweep of the lagoon. 

Lunch on the run 

'Ey a tromezzo, one of Venice’s fast food sandwich triangles, whi ch 


Cultural afternoon 

Devote your afternoon to piazza San Marco, one of the world’s 
most magnificent squares, dominated by St Mark’s basilica and 
the Palazzo Ducale, buildings of superb quality and importance. 
The di San Marco with its colouxfuhy chaotic faqade is 

unique, having been built to house the remains of Saint Mark, 
stolen from Alexandria in 828AD. The exterior was continually 
added to over the centuries, the famous horses (now replicas) 
having been plundered from C o nst ant in ople in 1204. The inte- 
rior of this grand cathedral is opulent in the extreme, with 4,000 
square metres of mosaics adorning its walls. 

Window shopping 

Venice offers some great souvenirs amongst the usual tourist tat, 
including car nival masks and artwork. The streets of Mercena 
and Fiezzeria, dose to San Marco, have a wide selection, but 
prices can be comparatively high. If you’re especially keen on 
Venetian glass or l arr-) take the vaporetto out to the is lan ds of 
Murano and Burano, the glass and lace centres respectively, where 
choice, quality and price are all superior. 

An aperitif 

Admire piazza San Marco from one of its many bars and cafes, 
such as Caffe Honan at No 56/59, Italy's oldest coffee house - 
expensive, but in terms of ambience yon get what you pay for. 

Demure dinner 

Considering the good reputation of Italian cuisine, Venice is a 
disappointment. As a general rule, the farther you go from the 
San Marco or station tourist traps, the lower the prices and often 
the better the quality. So search out one of the many small trot- 
tone tucked away in the ride streets and squares. Meals a 1a carte 
are expensive; the menu tuiisdco & often worth frying. 

Venetian cooking is relativety plain and features plenty of 
seafood. Risotto is perhaps the Venetian dish. 

Sunday morning; go to. church 

Vfenice contains almost inexhaustible examples of religious archi- 
tecture, yet the perfectly balanced proportions of the church of San 
Giorgio Maggjore stand out Built in 1565, the church’s white, tem- 
pte-like facade provides a perfect antidote to the colourful grandeur 
of die barihea. The campanile, though not as tall as its San Marco 
rival, provides the best possible panorama over the dty and lagoon. 

Bracing brunch 

Join the locals in one of Venice’s osterie, modest bars serving wines 
by the glass, and dcchetti - bites such as deep-fried vegetables, 
stuffed olives and pfife. 

A walk In the park 

In a dty so truly limited for room, open spaces are predictably 
few and far between. To escape the city’s claustrophobia, take 
the vaporetto to Sant’ Elena or walk along the front from San 
Marco to the quiet eastern districts and their parks. The spec- 
tacular views take in the Palazzo Ducale, San Giorgio Maggiore, 
and many of the lagoon’s islands. 

The icing on the cake 

Italian ice-cream is justly renowned. Pick one up while strolling 
the streets, or warm up in one of the many parlours. 



Step out at 
The Edinburgh 
Residence 

( And enter a different world) 

NOW 1 KNOW I've found somewhere to stay in 
Edinburgh as special as the city itself. Timeless, elegant, 
inspiring... and a place I want to return to, year after year. 

In this exquisite mansion, I can relax, feel at home, 
be myself. This is my sanctuary. I’m often in Edinburgh, 
yet tired of hotels. So for me, a time ownership suite here 
was a natural choice. 

It’s full of beautiful things... fresh flowers, an antique 
bed, a wonderful Victorian claw-foot bath. 
And I can divide my purchase into two 
separate breaks. So I’m free to enjoy my 
suite, and all that Edinburgh has to offer, 
whenever I want... 

To reserve a suite and arrange a personal tour of 
Tke Edinburgh Residence, or for more information, please 


return the form below or call us on 0131 226 3380. 
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in the 
wild at 
Woburn 


The opening of Disney's Animal Kingdom in Florida may 
put Britain's safari parks in the shade. But for Sarah Jewell 
and young friends, Bedfordshire still has some bite 


Woburn Safari Park, set in the lush, green 
parkland of Woburn Abbey, was created 
by the Duke of Bedford in 1970 and has 
un impressive collection of dangerous and 
exotic animals. Lions, tigers, bears, wolves, 
rhinos and elephants roam around the 
grounds, originally landscaped by Humph- 
rey Repton in the early 19th century. 

There have been animals at Woburn 
(pronounced “'WoobunT by his nibs and 
“WohburrT by the rest of us) since 1S11 
when the sixth Duke established a 
menagerie of birds, antelopes and llamas. 
Giant woolly Hamas still live in the park but 
the animals that cause the most excitement 
are undoubtedly tbe big cats that prowl 
alongside the cars. The only place where 
it is safe to walk about without fear of be- 
ing gobbled up is the leisure area. Here 
children can let off steam in the adventure 
playgrounds or brush up Lheir animal 
knowledge in Lhe wild watch computer 
room, and there are lots more animals to 
see, including the squirrel monkeys in their 
□ewly-opcned walk-through enclosure. 

The visitors: Sarah Jewell took Tim Swan, 
a barrister, and his seven-year-old twin sons, 
Nat and Joe. 

Sarah; Having lived in Africa as a child and 
visited game reserves with my father, a 
zoologist specialising in African wildlife, I 
was intrigued to find out what a British saf- 
ari park would be like. I was delighted to 
see that although there is not the thrill of 
tracking the animals down (they are all on 
full view in the open countryside), it is still 
exciting to watch these beautiful animals 
wandering about uncaged. The sense of 
freedom is illusory but the huge, prehistoric- 


shaped rhinos grazing quietly on the green 
grass seemed bovinely contented and the 
pride of lions nestling against the hillside, 
with the wind blowing through their manes, 
looked proud and sleepy. 

Tbe African big game were untroubled 
by tbe huge, Jumssrr Park- style security gates 
that keep them fenced in, but the Bengali 
tigers didn't seem so happy. Naturally soli- 
tary animals, there are eight of them pac- 
ing about - tbe result of an overfv successful 
breeding programme during the time when 
the park was managed by the Chipperfields 
(of circus fame); and the plan is to reduce 
their numbers, in the course of time, to a 
single pair. The wizened-faced Rhesus mon- 
keys. by contrast, are emboldened by liv- 
ing in a big social group and they delight 
in playing gang warfare over the cars, jump- 
ing up on to the windscreens and pound- 
ing the roofs to howls of excitement from 
the human apes inside. 

Chris Webster, chief executive of 
Woburn, says he wants to create as many 
“wow" moments as possible, and as we 
drove through the park (he car was echo- 
ing to the word. For me, the real “wow" 
moment was seeing a huge black bear hug 
its rotund body around the base of a sheer 
pine tree and then haul its way up with 
extraordinary agility. 1 was amazed that 
such a heavy animal could be so graceful 
and it was thrilling to see this native of the 
forests of North America looldhg so relaxed 
in a rainy English safari park. 

We couldn’t resist driving around the 
safari circuit once more. On this trip a 
huge, perfect rainbow suddenly appeared 
in the sky over the aptly named Rainbow 
Landing aviary, it was the concluding 
“wow" moment to a delightful day. 
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Tim: We were at Woburn for six hours and 
there was not a single complaint from any- 
one. I liked the safari best but it was good 
that there were the adventure bits as well 
so that the kids had somewhere to run 
around. 1 was impressed by the knowledge 
of the staff. 

The safari was absolutely splendid. It 
was wonderful to see the animals from a 
glass box rather than in a glass box. We 


drove around the park twice, in tbe 
morning and in the afternoon, and 1 liked 
seeing how the animals were behaving dif- 
ferently the second time around. The lions 
looked fabulous, like cool Rastas with 
lheir long manes. It was also very nice to 
see the animals looking so happy: it (ruly 
made a welcome change from other zoos 
where all too often the animals look mis- 
erable. caged in their pens. 


Nat; Driving around was wicked. Best of 
all I liked the rhinos, monkeys, lions, bears, 
penguins and bison, i liked playing in the 
adventure park because it had a huge slide 
and 1 liked seeing the baby elephant pulling 
a log along the ground and lying down to 
be brushed by his keeper. It was good see- 
ing the squirrel monkeys and it was wicked 
that we were the first children ever to go 
into (heir enclosure. I enjoyed feeding the 


Cat’S whiskers: tigers and Rons are 

Woburn’S chief attractions as they 
roam around the cars 

Photograph: Philip Meech 


parrots with nectar from a little pot, I would 
recommend visiting Woburn to absolutely 
anyone. 

joe I liked driving around the safari cir- 
cuits, and the way all the monkeys jumped 
on the car. And I liked seeing the bears up 
the trees, and the lions and tigers. The 
wolves looked like Alsatians bur they don’t 
run like Alsatians, they trot. The rhinos were 
so big and strong but best of all I liked the 
hippo; it looked liked a water pig but it was 
much bigger than a pig. The safari beats 
London Zoo because at the zoo you can’t 
see the animals properly, as you have to look 
through bars. I would recommend it for any- 
one over three. 

The deal: Woburn Safari Park, Woburn 
Park, Wobum (01525 290407) open daily 
10am-5pm, adults £10.50, children £7 
( family ticket concessions available). 

How to get there: exit at Junction 13 of 
the Ml. The park is clearly signposted from 
there. 

Facilities: daily programme of animal 
talks and demonstrations; adventure play- 
grounds; Treetop action trail; Badger Val- 
ley play area for under fives; Junglies gift 
shop; Safari restaurant. 

Other safari parks: West Midland Safari 
and Leisure Park. Spring Grove, Bewdley 
(01299 4021 14); Whipsnade Wild Animal 
Park, Dunstable(0990 200123); Port Lymp- 
ne Wild Animal Park, Port Lympne. Lymp- 
ne, (01303 264647); Knowsley Safari Park, 
Prescot. Merseyside (0151 4309009); Long- 
leat Estate. Warminster (01985 844400). 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 

TakeOff 1 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 
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Fre-paU bnac 

MELBOURNE 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

TOKYO 

INDIA 


ERSh)- 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA E32 • USA £29 » AFRICA £39 * PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £20 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OURTAILQRMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


All o^r travel centres are open Mon-Sat Irum 9-6pm * Tfurs 9-7pm * Sen 1D-6pm 


TRAIL 

THE J «•* V E L EXPERTS 


SYDNEY/MELBOURNE FROM £469 RETURN 

PLUS 1 FREE DOMESTIC FLIGHT IN MALAYSIA" 
PLUS AUS S50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 

'Conditions apply 


worldwide attention to detail 









For the reattowitown on worMwMe 
travel, TrailftndBre is your on* stop 
travel stop- 

Ttattfindan offers more low cost 
flight* fa more destinations than 
aijfme. Experts In airfares stace ■ 
1870, wo can tailor-make you- very 
own package with op to 75% discount 
oo hotels ami car hire worldwide. 


FOR TOUR FREE COPY Of THE 
TRAILFIKDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


XTOL 1458 IAXA AflTA 69701 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Lofighaul Travek 

194 Kensington High Street 

Longbaulltarai: 
First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High .Street 

Transatlantic 6 European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 

worldwide Travel: 

4B Com Street 
WPrfdwtde Travel: 
254-284 SaucWehall Street 
Worldwide /ftavef: 

58Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W6 6FT 
0171-938 3366 
LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-8383939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON W8 6BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
0121-2381234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0181-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


Trailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


people think tho world of us! 



WWW 

far 


Toronto £139 
Wont real £209 
Ottawa £239 
Halifax £239 
Vancouver £209 
Winnipeg £269 
Cainarv £209 
Edmonton £279 




Special Interest 


WOOJLABA 

The Gambia 

Umaue ti'-age hsMbBy.c* 
'upspcih noriri Dan*. 

CXMtrseS. 
baal-ta* fir»3 beaches, 

0 uafcy ae iapmooiatioh , 

1 •.veok holidays 'Oct-May 
' for: dp to 12: . 

Cat |f; 01239 71 i 380 


France 



016J 248 5134 

Hi i .sn; 


c 


AUSTRALIA from £449 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


Rslum prion including pro-paid carport to»» from: 

Cairns £469 DalWfornfaay £348 Miami £270 

Sythey £465 Jobanraburg £329 laiAngdes £280 

AucUand £599 Capotxvn £380 Las Yogas £322 BSSESfflH ?am-9pm Mon-Ffl 

Hang Kong £325 Hararo £475 Toronto £197 HESElISiH 10am-6pm Sat-Sun 

Singapore £369 NewYbrL £177 VancouvW 8241 _ 1AD 

Bab £399 Phfadetphio £269 Round H* World £655 UO / U /O W 

•fldrodA.roflmMM fb.1 WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 

1HBU iUI NO JUKMIIOIML CHMMS ON OWT CMD BOOKMOS. 

CAmimU MU FI 304 . MOL 0365 


SAVE MONEY 
-BOOK DIBECTl 
2,000 PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 

Chateaux- VUbb & Farm Houses, 
many with pools 

■ Cottages ■ Stmfca - Aparenanto 
- FuntBy Honto • Mobile Homes 
• Bod 4 Braakfaata • Cfly Breaks 
AH regions ot Franca. 

Free 318 PC Cofcwr Brochure 

Tel: 01 484 682503 


Overseas 

Travel 

Advertising 

also 

appears on 
pages 4, 6 & 8. 



fib#* thoMtonils 
of World Offars 
c«U, hi now on*. 

0345 2221 1 1 

Book kjj 

V /3th May ’«t8 


Fares are return from London 
and subject to availability and 
travel periods. Travel periods may 
vary. Includes pre-paid raxes correct 
at 29th April ‘98. For details see 
(TV Teletext p380, your travel 
agent British Airways Travel Shop 
or book and pay at our Web site: 
wwwbririsivainrays^ofTJ 

World orram -^—M jjs 

BRITISH AIRWAYS ^ 

d The worirft favourite airline / 


Our new form of 
holiday protection. 

Travel Insurance. 


For details of our new range of policies 
and immediate cover call 

0845 840 3030 



Don't pay too much tor 
your trnvttl insurance 


SAVE JRAYEL INSURANCE 


rvrnm i/aojov.-j wmmm ™ 
■irraH mi rm 

lEUir 


W®RLDWTDE 


01892 83 33 38 


<r-irir-tr*****T*"jrir* + -.* + * + i»* + »•*»*■* * *■ | 




*»»*»'r* + *-r-»-**Tk*'* + ** + '*Tr***»*- + '*'| 


0171- 375 dOii 


COLUMBUS- 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMEREA 
CARBBEAN RAH EAST 
VDDLEEAST AFRICA 

THR1FTWAT 
TRAVEL Li 

0171 490 1490™ 


FLIGHTSEATS 



Glasgow Brussels Amsterdam 




Nice 

from 


099^239904 


Inc. taxes 



For these and many more special European, offers, 
contact your travel agent or call us (local rate) on 


Return prices from. London Heathrow. 

# British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 




No pruts Flights - No refieshmenls, no space, no Austere Airlines - Go when we ch 
comfort, no chance of going when you want, no charmless flight, 
specified seats, no special travel anangements, no Basic^ssaiM^ 
personal service, no idea why y oa’dj ‘ “““ 

with ns. Don't call now. _ 



- No refreshments, no space, no Austere Airlines - Go when we choose, on a 
Bng w hen you want, no charmless flight. Guaranteed absence of 

refreshments and comfort Basic seating, basic 

Jin fa ct, basic everything. Basically, there is 
ixihotaAAwi- Don't call 
at alL 


^^z/ssri/r^r/ 
^3nGt"i e<i g 1 a c ba c n ? 
from 

£84 

return inc. taxes 

from 

£99 

return inc. taxes 

T f f/MN // 

£109 

•viu.-r. inc. 


&Canc/ a Setter p, 


JJarcefonij 


•from 


debonair r JO 


0541 500 300 

or contact yoci tiavc! accent 



] e more com/ortah/iy oyy 


‘scnedutcg tiig 1 


■ree rei 


. ■ • t ' Ln-:s 


£114 

return inc. faxes, 

. U .. 

from 

£117 

return inc raxes. 

SMpctffS 

fr-yn? 

£124 

‘ refiirp 


and flights and 


nsVHOm BotJSags to b» made bjr 31 Uqr 1 mirwd wfid bttmtu 1 May utd 15 iiae 199B. IHho 2 night say Hq*ad AS prices an srtjai U awBN^ of gotag to pro ta(wEmpe»MtafasbKidMBirf012«B8Gaifi.Ti Rome between 1 M*f 4 WSeptaTOe 1996. 
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The north Norfolk 
coast offers varied 
views, rare bird life - 
and an English stately 
home. Emma Haughton 
takes a walk 


This four-mile walk around 
Holkham, in north Norfolk, offers 
impressive contrasts in scenery. At 
one moment you'll be strolling along 
some of the wildest and most beau- 
tiful stretches of beach in the land, 
then, just minutes later, you'U find 
yourself walking through the genteel, 
landscaped grounds of one of Eng- 
land’s most impressiv e stately homes. 

Kicking off from the Victoria 
hotel in the centre of Holkham vil- 
lage. cross over the AI49 into Lady 
Ann’s Road, a tree-lined avenue 
leading past cattle and beet fields dir- 
ectly to the sea. 

At the end of the road, turn left 
orr to the earth track through the 
pines; you're now in the thick of 
Holkham National Nature Reserve, 
which covers nearly 4,000 hectares 
of Norfolk coast between Bum bam 
Norton and Bfakeney. The sandy 
beaches, inter-tidal mudflats and pine 
woodland that make up the reserve 
are a haven for a large variety of 
birds, many with romantic-sounding 
names such as redshank, bearded 
reedling, water rail sbeiduck and 
pied flycatcher. 

Once you have passed a small lake 
on your left, take a sharp right up the 
steep bank of sand dunes and head 
down towards the sea. Keep your 
eyes peeled, and you may even see 
the rare natterjack toad - distin- 
guished by the light yellow stripe 
down its back - which lives on the 
dunes and lays its spawn in the near- 
by shallow pools. 

Bear left as you walk along the 
foreshore. In rough weather 
Holkham beach has an invigorating, 
elemental wildness that is guaranteed 
to blow the cobwebs from your soul; 
on fine days it transforms itself into 
the archetypal English beach, with 
yachts sailing in the bay. paddling 
children, and endless yellow sand en- 
crusted with sea shells of every size 
and shape. At low tide the waves 
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Wild geese and philanthropy 


Lost in the Wash; riders on the 
beach at Holkham, Norfolk 

Photograph: John Voos 


dawdle along in lazy rippfes, and the 
water remains so shallow that you can 
paddle for miles before it even 
reaches your knees. 

Following the line of pines on 
your left, keep on past the first head- 
land. As you turn the comer, brace 
yourself for the naturist section, but 
don't get too excited - just as things 
get interesting, you cut sharp left into 
the dunes back towards the pine for- 
est, along the path where a sign pol- 
itely requests nudists to keep to the 
beach. The sandy track takes you 
through the eerie gloom of pine 


AotkhvtnW 


'hOvery 

^Marshes 


\ 

B135 .-utffeXj 

v 






HOLKHAM NATIONAL 
NATURE RESERVE 



V 






woods, home to countless grey squir- 
rels that strip the cones and leave 
their remains on the forest floor. 

When you come to a crossroads, 
keep heading south along the foot- 
path. past the bird hide on your left. 
As you curve round into Bone’s 
Drove, look just above the tree line 
and you’ll see the tower of Holkham 
church and the tip of the Coke monu- 
ment in Holkham fork, looking, from 
this distance, uncannily like a pine- 
apple balanced atop an Apollo 
rockeL 

As you head towards the park. 


you’ll pass through Oveiy Marshes, 
in winter an important refuge for 
wildfowl such as pink-footed geese, 
brent geese and wigeon. 

When you reach the A149 again, 
crossover and enter Holkham Park 
through the wrought-iron gates of 
Church Lodge. Turn almost immed- 
iately (eft through the mature oaks 
and chestnuts of Church Wood, 
skirt the lip of the large green lake 
on your right and head on into 
Staithe Wood. When you hit ajunc- 
tion. turn sharp right and you'd 
soon find yourself confronted by 


Coke monument, an elaborate, 120- 
ft tribute to Thomas Coke, who in- 
herited the estate in 1776 and was . 
regarded as virtually the patron 
saint of Norfolk fanning. The monu- 
ment was erected by public sub- * 
scription: the life-size sculptures of 
a plough, a sheep, an. ox and a seed 
drill that surround the central col- 
umn (topped by bulls, leaves and 
turnips) refer to the revolutionary 
agricultural reforms Coke intro- 
duced in the early 19th century. 

From the monument, head 
straight across the deer and sheep 
pastures to HoJkham Hall, spread be- 
fore you in all its magisterial splen- 
dour. If you've got the tune and the 
energy, you can take a tour inside and 
round it off with a meal or a snack 
in the adjacent tea rooms; if you 
haven’t, content yourself with the 
magnificent Palladian exterior of this 
historic 18th-century building, home 
to seven generations of the Earls of 
Leicester. 

When you’ve had your fill of all 
this stateliness, bear north towards 
the Almshouses Gate. Once over the 
cattle grid, take the left fork and head 
towards the trees. From the 
almshouses it’s a short straight walk 
down through the model village of 
Holkham, and back to the Victoria 
Hotel If you're peckish, try its wide 
selection of sandwiches, plough- 
men's lunches and hot meals, which 
you can wash down with a pint of Ad- 
nam’s beer or Addlestone's rider. 

Map: Ordnance Survey Pathfinder $19 
TF S4/94 (Wells-next-the-Sea and 
Burnham Market) 

English Natitre. which manages 
the nature reserve in conjunction with 
the Holkham estate, requests that vis- 
itors do not attempt this particular walk 
between November and March, when 
they risk disturbing the rare birds 
wintering in the marshes alongside 
Bone's Drove. 


TEL* 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS, UK 


FAX: 017! 293 2505 


Australia 


Australia 



FROM ONLY 

r, 


FLIGHTBOOKERS 



I RETURN 


Fly before 16 June 
and stay for up to 
one year. 


For the very best 
independent traveller 
deals dovmunder visit 
our Knightsbridge 
shop or calL 

0171 584 0202 


P 

AUST RAVEL'S GREAT ESCAPE, 
THE SHOP WHERE 
GREAT ADVENTURES BEGIN. 
|t-:e iK-y-xr, :«2 ssoa-rc.i road, 
kiishtosi:::. lonccn r«. 


ToS 



Flights 

NSWYOWC ► £M4 AUSTRALIA t (fit 

CUCACO «** N. ZEALAND Of* 

DALLAS Clff HONOHDNC CB7 

Boston an Singapore cm 

fukoa an banozx mbo 

LAS VEGAS 015 JOBURG OM 


Hotels 

VMJvarieyarHrtili 

agWcXUbm 


www.fEghtbeakerviet 

ItStI 


Car Hire 

1 week My rtftote 
Car Rental n OMmta 


Subfca re 

CC lundurgo appfcabir and 
Indudo caws. 


USA 0171 757 2000 

a Worfdw Me 0171 757 2444 

Ganwdt Brandi 01293 568 300 


Devon & Cornwall Eli Special Interest 


Overseas Travel 
Advertising 
also appears on 
pages 4, 6 & 7. 


Activity Holidays 


Escot Estate, HonBwv Devon 3W July . tOth August 1998 

The Summer Arts Holiday 
Cs'' for Adults and Children 


Campus is a theatre, dance and musk hoMa& with workshops, 
therapies and sports back e d up by organised childcare. 
These elements blend together in tin space and tronquiRy 
of the Devon countryside to create a safe friend* and 
stimulating environment and magical family hoffrfoy 


FwiRatactni 


ACTTVTTY HOLIDAYS lor fitmBeo. 
Couples. Si nates ana Groups. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 


HORSE DRAWN CARAVAN HOLI- 
DAYS, Learn to FUdo. Tn* Afeos 
A Pony TrcMdng. ACORN ACTIVE 
TIES 01432 830063. 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. OuoF 
By hofidoyo wtlft lull backup. 
W/onde or longer Broch 01449 
721555 

WALKING A CYCLING HOLIDAYS, 
WBdMo. Survival. Dry Sian a 
Waning Weekends, ACORN 
ACnVUTES 01432 830083. 

SAILING ft WINDSURFING HOLI- 
DAYS. VftiHe Walar Ratting. 
Canoeing. Scuba Diving. SalBng 
& Water skiing. ACORN ACTIVI- 
TIES 01*32 830083 

PARENTS Arc you bored Curing 
Summer Holidays? A tun & chal- 
tonglng activity hot! day mo no ol 
Comp Beaumont's Curares In 
Staffordshire. A tortoflr. to iste of 
White or Franco aril Loop them 
nappy ft acmre. Can osrO 609 
6000 tor a freo brodnoe. 

CYCLING ft WALKING In spectac- 
ular SW Ireland. Stay In our 
unique ent ere d hoSdey homo lor 
mdaponremca ana waHty food 
without OiO ww*. Bracfi 00353 04 


Self Catering UK 


Pets Welcome 


HOSEASOMS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


UK TVavel 



*.* Don’t forget 
to mention , 
The independent -; 
..when replying 
■to adverts 


yWiCOUMIt FOR 
COUPLES 
/ PETS GO FREE 



01756 702200 


U.K. i. EMERALD 
COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 

vCa'I '•I'y-'Miivii.v' 


ft i fljnd- Hmpm miW . 
UKM.Bam.Prefes.HMs.bn 
fogWiwsmcreniK 
caret Somerset, cevsn. 
Comal ■*■ Marti ptetf ten 
can ut ant raxaag nrrym 











sykes cortases 

e 


I Phc.’t 0i502 603 1 

Quot» C4973 


HOStASOMS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


Hand-picked cMEjgP* 
ihroujjKnn Britain. 
Caaa.il and enunnrode. 
Free colour brochure. 


PbortC 0)502 502 605 
Quart C 487 Z 


UPPER MYTHOLM HoSOon Bnogo 
Award *»nf>,rg Mil catering, 
steep; 8. VacaRua =mng to can 
wnahens in iftr; Boxsitu loo 
Mn. short breaks 014Z2 682240 


Cotswolds 


FARMHOUSE SLPS 7-1 1 Groom's 
conase ♦ convened stabres sip 
2 & *. ft otMns 01608 
6B431C iT4 

LOVELY COTSWOLDS COT- 
TACes. fOBB tmi colour 
Brochure Phow new" O’.VX 
7C2ZJ2 


Heart Of England 


OASTHOUSE and converted ifltfi 
century bams. Sip 2-5 In unspoilt 
HarotorO vl dr u . 01S31 670349 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Soil Drive Nai 
rowboat Hobdays. Wtoosi choice 
B«gmnors very wolcomo. W 
01905610097. 

LAZY BAYS 100 ETB ralod canal 
boss Bfocrtae 0121 445 5909 


Channel Islands 


JERSEY BOOK DkocJ ana save 
CCTs. 40 potrou of hotels to suit 
every ncud by sen S air Can 
(stand Sun Dtrocl Bos; 01703 
828311 S Brochure 01703 
828366. We gwramoo you can t 
buy cheaper 

JERSEY BOOK DIRECT and save 
ters. 4o pages of hotels to suit 
ovary need Cafl inland Son Dkwt 
He». 01703 B28311 5* hr 

Brochure Line 01703 826366 ft 
Wo guarantee you can't buy 
Cheaper. 


BOURNEMOUTH. Ouwt Country 
hso stylo Itn spar to m superb 
low cenmr toe Ho ch wdnin 
Open aR yr. 01202 296775. 
IDYLLIC RURAL MOL COTTAGES 
<a imcpoat counDysde onfl now 
W 012M BSQ558 tar brae 
16TH C CONVERTED farm cot 
taws Superb indoor pool com- 
plex, gyre, ui beautiful Uarch- 
wood vale 3nVsircoas! 012R7 
483093 

SUPERB DORSET COTTAGES. 
199a colour brochure Phone 
now ■! 01756 7(JKt>S 
EYPE SMALL QUIET SITE beach 
2Q0yda. Sut vans (o> lure, plus 
Mfnpmg, pots Ml. 0130S 424903 
NR LULWORTH COVE 17c 
I maenad con. oipo 2 . ttdgn of 
heath. 5155p» W 01305 
B5J921 

DORSET COASTAL cottages. okS. 
couy. much fared, especially *1 
Juno 41 2Q». off 0130$ BMSW 
LOG CABIN 4 m-Jcs UfooiTh 
Cove Remote ond acaaetut loco- 
Bon. jUjcps 7 Til 01273 477rpi 


A FINE SELECTION of Cottages on 
both coasts ol Cornwall and on 
Stily BrocfnxB bom Comtah Tra- 
dB tonal Cottagea. (0990) 134967. 
7 day personal service 9anv9pm. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
bed valu e co ttagea In Devon 
(01271)376322 

DEVON Specialists- Choose from 
over 430 cottages. 01455 852505 
0JC202) 

DEVON CONNECTION: lusury 
houses, cottages TtalX)iS48 560 
984. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout (01752) 
20071 1. 

FOWEY r POLHUAN Charming 
waterside cottages. Superb 
views. Central healing. Dinghies 
aval labia. Pare welcome. 01579 
344667 

PORT ISAAC, beaches 15 mhia. 
Traditional 17C cottages on 
peaceful farm nr Bodmin Moor. 
TastefuOy equipped, heated, rid- 
tog aereabia. TU: 01208 851500. 

LUXURY CONVERTED BARN Ige 
pdn-slesps 2-10 doce to Tamar 
Wav-IM 01548 580964 

DEVON SpaclaSsts. Choose bom 
oust 430 collages. 01455 852505 
IUC202) 

SALCOMBE nr beach. Grt sea 
views. Iga gdn. 3 ad| properties. 
SlpeA/90. 01530 342409. 

WONDERFUL CORNISH COT- 
TAGES. 1988 be st ever H O colour 
brochure. 01756 702201. 

C171h FARMHOUSE WING. Dairy 
tarm N.Devon. Sleeps 8+ 01271 
4S4 

CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR. 
Enchanting Tamar Valley. 3nta 
dbftb ensues £99. 01822 832442. 

FALIIOUTH/HELFORD Lovely 
house Convenient lor hooches 
and beautiful walks. Sleeps 4. 
C20O4TKS (VW. Tol 01336 341 122 

ZENNOR NEAR ST IVES, listed 
cottage wuh garden. Sloeps 4-5. 
Suburb rural tocaUon. coastal 
views. 01736 794260 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK ! SUFFOLK'S bast Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01756 702205. 

SOUTHWOLD guest houso m sum 
room, parking, special weakly 
rntoa. 01502 722 757. 

SUFFOLK (nr Stowemorket). 
Char ms^ Tudor cottage In krvoiy 
soctudod netting, sips 6-9. 40 
mns coast ft Constable country. 
Woo* A weekend lets. 0181 207 
5019 


Ireland 


PAINTING ft POTTSrr HOLIDAYS. 
Gourmet Cooking. Crafts. Pho- 
tography, Decoraitve in tartars. 
Woodwork and Garden Design 
Weekends. ACORN ACTIVITIES 
01432 830083. 

MURDER MYSTERY WEEKENDS. 
Cider & Wine Tbstlng, MerBeval 
Bsnqueis. 9tag& Hen Weekend*. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 
830063. 


Isle ofWight 


MAY SPECIAL 

3 nights from fi» 

BnL break! osl aod evening ratal 
Law: 'Cifirral botcL 
ancnaimocsL indoor pool, 
Jacum. satun 
•FREE CAR FERRY* 
Sandringham Hulcl 
Scafrum San down Isle «>l Wight 
Tel: n|QU 40bh5S 
May Day Holiday 
3 nights £99 


The Lake District 


Scotland 


ELF CATERING 


IRISH COTTAGES 


mmm 


(APRIL AMO MAY1 

earn. Kerry. Cotwsy. suvo. care. 
Urmrtck. WWdow, wstwfora. 
watfcnLTlpperen r. Dcne gai 
RSCPUNTS Ft* ? PEBS0N5 


SHAMROCK Cottages. 2BC select 
Individual COtttgea in ouperb 
tocatfons- dec Fnroa. A/TO. Col 
Bio 01823 631060 
STEAL AWAY AND HIDE (rum OK, 
world. Cashel House Hotel. Con- 
no nan. Co Galway Ted: 
(0035335) 31001. Fra 31007 
DUBLIN CITY. B L B. on VjIu. TV. 
homely atmosphere City contra 
2V. carpark. 003531 2692660 
IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS You 
can diooso from over 700 
dotighrful cottagea Abo. touring, 
bearing and hoiw drawn cam- 
vum. Special lorry sscounni For 
your lr eo brochure call 01507 
5GJM8 (24 hrsl 


Norfolk 


HCH-I Conooriapto cottago nr town 

centra. puloL private parking. 

Sipa 5 * 1*1 (=urni9h«d to high 
standard. Plooso pnono 01263 
f6Ht! 


MILLER HOWE 

Hotel and Restaurant 
Windermere 
It's not just our view . . . 

'the tjiLr Dittrin luu Jifftathy 
ccwmitf up mth airnhutf «• 
inAUli Vfr/frr If aer'i m mtr 
IjiL: HMmw' 
RESTAURANT OK THE 
^•EAR 

Take a break mlb tradition 
Fur tvserx-aiions/brochurc 
please ichrobonc 
015394 42S36 


RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES tor 
two In a Boost comer of South- 
ern Latafcmd. W.OI5385 364m 
SUP® LAKE DISTRICT CoOBgos. 
1998 colour brochure. 01756 
702206. 

BOOT ESKDALE. Award winning 
character cotugos. Special May 
ft June reduction* (no? Whitsun 
weak) 019467 231QQ- 


Northumbria 


SUPERB COTTAGES Norowmbrts. 
Y, Dales, Lafco9. Pooks. Sykes 
CoBagn 01244 345700 


The Peak District 


“PEAK COTTAGES." Quality s/c 
occom In Doibvshuo Doios ft 
Ponte. Brochure 01 142 650 777. 


Pembrokeshire 


ST. DAVIDS, Farmhouse. Soil 
Catering Sips It Noor cnasl path. 
Toh 01437 720883. 


Scandinavia 


NORTHERN SWEDEN mtdmghT 
sun on Bid Babe. Prlvaio homo 
w/car. C575 week. High boo. 
dura. Trf. (Swodun) 00*6 010 
72Z2XL 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE DALES. Moore, uori. 
Pook A Lake DtetricL Ovar zoo s/e 
conogw. llus. Brochuro Holiday 
Cottages Yorkshire. Wat or SL 
Sklpton BD73 IPB (01 756) 
700872 

DALES BEAUTIFUL REN NOVATED 
Siono Bams, Stoop4 to 17. pea 
wntcoma. trachure 0800 854309 
YORK OVER Z n oil 2 alai 
Hewonh Court Hoiol Cm pork- 
mg. Broch. Tol. 01904 425156 
YORKSHIRE over 150 hohday 
catln, in Whitby. Scarborough ft 
coca. 01 773 376777 
YORSHIRE DALES boouliful Cm 
tagn 1 99 a tub colour brochuro 
01758 7U2Z09 



SEOLESCOMBE. Brickwall Hotel. 
Battle 1600 Tudor Manor. 2 mghl 
brks CiOTpp DBAS 3rd m occo m 
Iran, pay C30 only lor dinner A 
bronirtan. •••AAA A RAC row. 
award 9147. 01424 670263. 

EASTBOURNE SIC bungoten twfad 
downs ft sea. C.HL Sips 4 Views 
Dogs w o lcomo. From ElBOpw 
01883 652800 101323 722355. 

EASY REACH BRIGHTON. Won- 
oqulppod house sloops 10 - 12 . 
Log hros. Pool, sauna, locuzzi 
etc. Also motor throe houses. 2 
nights to tong stay Ta»- 01333 611 
B*0 

BRIGHTON ft HOVE. Eastbourne 
10 Chic heater Houso*. cotugos 
ft Bats. <71273 308773. 

AVAILABLE NOW. beautiful oosL 
stunning views, handy Glyndo- 
boume. alps 2/8 01502 575524. 


BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 S/C 
cottages some sloop up la 
30.Mmy toss than £550 pm weak 
Mghsoaoon 01874 876446. 
PEMBROKESHIRE. Award *1 rating 
netectfon of quatily. sensibly 
priced cottagea. 01239 861297. 
Coo* A Country Cottegw. 

N. WALES SNOWDONIA Coastilno. 
Uoyn Ponlmtda Coastal and 
country cottogos ft term houses. 
Nolyn hoddayB 01 758 720674 
GOWER IdyUto 17c Farmhouse 
onaulto DB&EM C27 Uc bar 
AARAC Broch D1209 585640 
TEHE VALLEY Ovortoaks Off as 
Dyke. wan. cycle, rebut, sleeps 
2/4. 01547 520 738 
STONE BUILT COTTAGE Sloops 
2/4 on 1 7th conjury tarm in bOou- 
flfuf Cormarihonshtro country - 
side Log burning etovo. TonnK 
court Frcrai Cl 30 p.w. Tol 01558 
668711 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


ARKENGARTHDALE remote A 
boouUlul. ClBth coaching Inn. 
Ouisianding bosh looo. superb 
wtrika. all rooms on sutio. Throe 
day brka. dbb bom C39 p p. Call 
iho Clurtos BoUiurst Inn on 
01748 884 567. 

SUPERB COTTAGES York Dohn. 
Northumbria. Lakes. Peaks, 
5 |Ak COdwros 01244 345700 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 





Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or £8.22 per line if borh Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear in 
the Time Off section of The independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
Monday to Friday 1 0am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mbuJI@independentco.uk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team, Classified Advertising, 

The independent One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E W 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. Private advertisers only (two properties or less) 


1 1 1 1 1 M m 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 it 1 1 1 ii 



Expiry date — 


Insertion dates: 

Classification: 

I enclose a cheque for £ 

made payable co Newspaper Publishing Pfc 
or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account by 

Card No:_ g. 

Your Details: 

Name. 



Address 


Tel No: Day. -.-Evening 

Signature. 


For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
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Nature’s 

way with 

animals 

How do you apply homeopathic remedies to a cow 
wrth toothache? Or a gerbil that's off its nuts? 

Sally Williams meets a vet with a mission 


People say unpleasant things about the 
countiy vet Chris Day: that he is a witch 
doctor, a bone shaker, a crank. They pick 
fights with him in veterinary journals. Some 
even demand that he resign from the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

But then Chris Day - mid-fifties, grey, 
boyishly floppy hair, tweed jacket, comfy 
cords and peculiar, Muttley-style laugh - 
is a homeopathic veL Domestic cats, dogs, 
gerbils; farm cows, horses, pigs: even zoo 
elephants, rhinos and wild animals found 
sick or injured are all treated from his 
Alternative Veterinary Medicine Centre in 
Oxfordshire. “There is no animal," he says 
defiantly, “that can’t be treated with alter- 
native medicine." 

But how, exactly? There’s more to 
homeopathic medicine than little pills with 
long names {CmdophyUum thaUctroides, 
Gelsemium sempervirens ); it’s about getting 
to know the whole person as an individual 
- assessing personality, behaviour, job sat- 
isfaction, fingernails. How on earth do you 
return mind, body and spirit to a balanced 
state when your patient refuses to_ be 
examined (Quis never knocks them out 
with tranquillisers), let alone discuss its 
social background and psychological state? 

“No, you can’t ask the anim al ques- 
tions,” agrees Chris, “or even discuss what 
sort of pain it’s in. Does it ache or throb, 
or is it a shooting pain? But animals have 
a brain. They feel things. They have emo- 
tions." They also get eaten for dinner, but 
Chris doesn't see this as a reason not to 
treat them as “energetic wholes” before 
doing so. “We have a duty to animals, 
especially if we are exploiting them.” 

Can you tell whether a dog is happy or 
sad? “Of course,” he replies. “A wet nose. 


a waggy tail and a nice shiny coat make a 
picture of health. So anything short of that 
starts to become important.” But isn't that 
a healthy dog, rather than a happy one? 
“Happiness and health are integrated. 
Mind and body are integrated. That’s the 
fundamental thing.” What about cows? 
“One is happy to chew the cud: another will 
try to break out Same situation, different 
animal. 1 wouldn't treat mastitis in one the 
way I would in the other." 

Hedgehogs, then? “Wild animals are 
more of a challenge, but just because you 
don’t know how a hedgehog feels, doesn't 
mean you can’t observe its behaviour and 
reactions.” 

A conventional consultation lasts 
around five minutes. Chris’s run to three- 
quarters of an hour, and that’s after Caro- 
line, his PA, has booked them in. ft’s not 
just a case of name and address. "You get 
the whole spiel,” she explains. “A blow-by- 
blow aoconnt of the animal ’s history, like 
it or not." 

Chris spends two days in the surgery and 
three on the road. He treats referrals only, 
and as most clients live some distance away, 
Chris will sec them once and then deal with 
them by phone or letter. Animals are 
treated with the same homeopathic med- 
icine as humans. Likewise acupuncture 
treatment, which is used on domestic ani- 
mal s - dogs, cats, horses, even goats and 
cattle. “Acupuncture treats the animal as 
an energetic whole,” Chris comments. 

So bow does he set about assessing his 
patients? Thke Smoky the cat, a former 
stray who has the feline form of Aids. The 
traditional vet advises that he should be put 
down. Chris has other thoughts. “Does 
Smoky like to be warm or cool?” he asks. 



“Warm. He spends his whole time near the 
radiator," says his owner, Charlotte. “Good 
appetite?" “I'll say. Just look at him." 
“Stool or waterworks?" “Haven't a clue. 
He does it outside.” “Does he have any 
fears? “He jumps when I make a bang or 
move suddenly.” "What sort of bowl does 
he drink from?” "Best Wedgwood china, 
of course.” Charlotte knows that plastic 
bowls are foil of nasty toxins. “What do you 
feed him?" “Felix and fresh fish." Whoops! 
Fish from the North Sea. the Irish Sea, the 
Mediterranean and fish farms are subject 
to worrying levels of toxins. Farmed fish 
suffer the additional disadvantage of being 
stressed. And really, Chris reminds her, 
what about the recommended organic 
chicken regime? But she's tried that. The 
cat didn’t like it And It’s expensive. 

Chris, of course, would never be so half- 
hearted. He is a total believer in 100 percent 


SoD Association-approved feeding, and 
utterly convinced that he is always right. He 
lives and works with uninterrupted energy 
from home, a beautiful Norman bam with 
Queen Anne extensions, grows medicinal 
herbs in his walled organic vegetable gar- 
den, from which he steams carrots and finely 
grates herbs for his dog (or so he says in his 
snappfly entitled booklet. Feeding Dogs the 
Natural Way) and is so convinced of the evils 
of conventional medicine that he even 
refuses to give his bal^ daughter “immune- 
system-disturbing” inoculations. 

And one little inconsistency that did not 
quite compute -eating meat -has now been 
sorted out. Not that Chris had a problem 
with eating meat as such. “It’s part of life.” 
Itis just that one day be couldn’t pull die trig- 
ger. He used to kfll the beast himself, you 
see, rather than buying it pre-packed from 
Tesco. And then one day he couldn’t Nor 


could his wife, and he wasn’t going to pay 
someone else to do it, if he couldn't. So now 
he feels much more comfortable with him- 
self. “You have to be consistent," he 
explains, “otherwise there is a stress.” 

Or rather, more stress. Making money 
the natural way is not easy. It costs Chris 
£700 a day to run the surgery (car, six staff) 
and, as Caroline points out, “we do not sell 
products, as conventional vets do. The cost 
of medicine is nothing. It’s the time. And 
people are never keen to pay for time.” 

But enough of them do. Chris first set 
up the practice in 1987 and regularly starts 
at 4am to catch up on cases. Both his par- 
ents were vets and Chris decided, aged 
five, that be wanted to be one too. He was 
introduced to homeopathy in his teens by 
relations who were homeopathic doctors. 
He trained as a conventional vet (as all 
homeopathic vets have to) joined his 


parents’ practice in 1973 and started 
using homeopathy. It all “snowballed” 
from there. 

He is now secretary of the British 
Association of Homeopathic Veterinary 
Surgeons - core qualified membership 19 
(and one of those works in South Africa). 
There are 250 qualified homeopathic doc- 
tors. But this could change. There is talk 
of introducing accredited courses at Bris- 
tol University and Glasgow University. 

In the meantime there is just one 
course in Oxford, and the students who wfl] 
graduate this summer. If they pass a fur- 
ther exam, the numbers of qualified 
homeopathic vets, Caroline predicts, could 
be up by at least two. 

Alternative Veterinary Medicine Centre, Stan- 
ford-in-the-Vale, Faringdon. Oxfordshire 
SN7SNQ (01367-710475) 


A sting in the tale of the crayfish 


When thousands of 
crayfish were found 
dead in the river 
Avon, sheep dip 
was immediately 
suspected. By 
Duff Hart-Davis 

Early on the morning of 
Thursday, 17 April, Alan 
Jones went down, as he 
always does, to inspect the 
river Avon where it runs past 
his cottage in the village of 
Pinkney, Gloucestershire. To 
his consternation, he saw that 
the bottom of the stream was 



Under threat; the English c ray fish Photograph 1 Nicola Kurtz 


covered with dead and dying 
crayfish; many were upside 
down, and those still the right 
way up were barely moving. . 

Alan - a carpenter and 
lecturer in construction 
techniques - has lived there, 
and fancied the crayfish, for 
most of his life. Indeed, when 
he was a boy his family 
frequently ate them; but since 
they became a protected 
species he has been an 
observer only. It was 
immediately dear to him that 
some ecological disaster had 
taken place, for until then the 

Sheraton Avon had been one 
of the few remaining habitats 

in which native crayfish . 


survive. He therefore rang the 
Environment Agency’s 
emergency line, and within 15 
minutes an expert arrived. 

At first biologists feared 
that the mortality was due to 
the plague imported by 
American crayfish early in the 
Eighties - a fungal disease, 
carried by spores, against 
which the English species has 
no resistance. So deadly is it 
that when it got into the 
Ham pshire Avon it killed the 
entire population -millions — 

. in the space of two weeks. 

Plague, however, was ruled 

out by analysis of bodies 
recovered from the river near 


Sheraton, which showed that 
the killer agent had been the 
insecticide cypermethrine, 
used in sheep dips and 
sprays. Today, nearly a month 
after the incident, the hunt is 
still on for the source of the 
poison, which has wiped out 
not only the crayfish but also 
most other invertebrates 
along at least three miles of 
the waterway. 

Initial suspicion fell on . 
recently-dipped sheep 
upstream at Badminton, 
where drainage ditches - 
known as winter-bore streams 
- wind through lash 
watermeadaws and run into 


the river. The chemicals used 
in dips are so toxic that even 
if a sheep merely strays, or 
falls into the water, it can 
wipe out all invertebrate life 
for 100 yards or more. In the 
past few days, however, the 
agency's investigating officers 
have been concentrating on 
other possibilities. 

Compared with the 
catastrophe of the burst dam 
in the Cbto Donana, this is a 
disaster in miniature. 
Nevertheless, it is intensely 
disappointing for British 
conservationists, because an 
enormous effort has gone 
into preserving the integrity 


of the Sberston Avon, and 
several batches of healthy 
crayfish have been taken from 
there to restock less fortunate 
stretches of the river. 

Not that all the work has 
pleased local people; many 
have objected to the fences 
recently built along the river 
to preserve the banks and 
keep farm animals out of the 
stream. Wooden posts and 
barbed wire, they say, spoil 
the appearance of the gentle 
valley. Perhaps they do - but 
they also prevent 
encroachment by cattle, 
reduce erosion and improve 
the habitat for many river 
creatures, not least crayfish 
and water voles. Feelings 
about the fences run so high 
that hints have been dropped 
about possible sabotage; 
could someone have 
deliberately dumped 
something in the river to 
settle scores with the agency? 

That seems pretty far- 
fetched. Yet certain it is that 
the people who began 
bringing crayfish in from 
America have a lot to answer 
for, because the Importations 
produced a classic illustration 
of the folly of introducing 
alien species into an 
environment that lacks the 
controls and balances to keep 
them in check. like the grey 
squirrel, the mink and the 
r am h ow trout, the American 
signal crayfish is by no means 
a welcome immigrant Being 



What, when, where ... 


The airwaves win be buzzing on K) May, 
which is National Mills Day. On Sunday, the 
Furness amateur radio society wffl operate 
a special CB radio event from Its 
headquarters in Gleascon Mill, an 18th- 
century water mU whose origins were in 
the Middle Ages- 

There are about 4(X) wind and water 
milk open to the public In the UK, more 
than 60 of which are in working order. The 
special event .'radio station (caH sign 
GB2GW) will make links with 80 to 90 
mills both here and abroad. 

Last year mills from The Netherlands, 
the Republic of Ireland and South Africa 


took part If you're not a CB fan, you can 
watch the Furness deg dancers, and take in 
a converted cowshed, and view an 
archaeological dig (Mesolithic), as well as 
examining the dasp-arm pit wheel, the 
brgesc In the country, as you watch 
Gleaston Mill in action. 

Gleaston Water Mill, Gleaston, near 
Ulverston, Cumbria (01229 869244, 
httprfAvww//.watermilLcojdt), is open - 
lOam-Sptn, admission to mill £130 
(accompanied children free on Mills Day) 

SaBy KJndberg' 


larger than our own, more 
aggressive, and omnivorous, it 
has spread relentlessly 
through our river systems, 
eradicating the natives by 
eating them, driving them off 
their own territory, and giving 
them a fatal disease. 

At one stage signals were 
widely advertised as a fine 
commercial proposition. 
Anyone who owned a pond 
was incited to farm them; 
seed the pond with nippers, 
you were told, and in a couple 
of years, at no further cost, 
you could haul out lobsters. 
What nobody realised was 
that signals are amphibious; 
on wet nights they take to the 
fields and crawl overland into 
streams. So they invaded our 
rivers, with disastrous effect 

Some of them are resistant 


to the plague, and may 
survive indefinitely. Why, 
then, should they not 
eventually replace our native 
stocks? “Because our 
freshwater fauna have 
evolved over thousands of 
years, since the last ice age, to 
live in harmony with each 
other," says Dr Nick Giles, a 
freshwater fisheries 
consultant “Nobody knows 
whether, in the long run, 
signals will fit in.” As a black 
mark against them he cites 
their habit of dipping off 
weed near the bed of the 
stream - something English 
crayfish do not do - and so 
clearing whole patches of 
habitat 

No one is yet sure what 
the long-term effects of the 
pollution at Sherston may be. 


Alan Jones noticed that the 
brown trout which be feeds 
every morning, showed no 
interest in his offerings for 
the next three days. Then 
they appeared to recover 
their appetites - but what is 
going to happen to their 
offspring? The insectidde 
also wiped out mayfly larvae: 
Martin Frayling, the agency 
officer first on the scene, saw 
“hundreds of thousands of 
them dead on the river bed”. 
The main food supply for 
trout fry and other small fish 
has gone. 

Whatever the outcome, all 
river managers remain 
acutely aware that farmers 
are regularly using substances 
so poisonous that even 
extremely low concentrations 
are lethal. 
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^Datura 

for just £11.95 



How to order 

Spalding (01775) 762345 for 
TQT enquiries and 2A hour credit card 
order service OR 

Fill in coupon quoting your Access/Visa/ 
Mastercard number or send with crossed 
cheque/PO, NO CASH please, to: 

THE INDEPENDENT DATURA OFFER, 
PO. BOX 50, SPALDING, 
UNCOLNSHRE.FEI13SX 
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 
Offer subject to availability and UK mainland 

readers only. 

Offer closes 25/06/98. 
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Datum, or ‘Angels Thunpets' es they are more 
commonly, known, cannot be beaten for Ibe 
spectacular show of bloom that they produce. 
The plants will grow tip to 8 feet tail with a 
spread of 4 - 5 feet They Bower fo late summer. 
Grow them b large pots as they do need to be 
given protection from frost daring the winter. 
During the growing season they wfl] need a lot of 

water and feeding every other day bat with a 
little care yon wfl] be rewarded with a wonderful 
display. 

The collection on offer consists of 3 Datura; ooe 
pink, ooe white and one yellow and wifl cost you 
just £1X55 wwhirfing postage and poki n g . 


Please send mo. 


. Pack(s) a £11 05 each 


1 enclose my choqua/PO (addre ss on back) made payable to: 
Newspaper Publishing ING30O, or please debit my 
AccoasA/tea/Mastereard account wrth the Bum of £ 

My card number Is: 

ES* I I I II I I I I I i I I I I I 


Please usa BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry da»-_ 

Signature 

Nama4MriMrefliflss/Ms) 


Address:. 


-Postcode. 


Orders Icr.THE INDEPENDENT DATURA OFFER 

PO BOX 50, SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE, PE 11 3SX. 
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A spot 
of pot 

training 

Never mind the plants, what about the 
troughs, compost fertilisers and more ... 
Ursula Buchan advises on how to plan 
the patio for the best summer display 


As if driven by some communal atavistic urge, gardeners in late 
spring rush to empty every pot and tub in the garden (whether 
their contents are still flowering or not) and replace them with 
summer flowers. It would appear that, by early May, we cannot 
wait to be rid of all those fresh yellows, blues and add greens, in 
favour of the warmer, richer colours of high summer. Hardiness 
no longer seems the cardinal virtue it was in February, now that 
tbe frosts Seem to be over for good. 

Everything conspires to egg us on. Garden centres, nurseries, 
florists, even supermarkets and garage forecourts, are foil to burst- 
ing now with “summer bedding" or “patio" plants, those frost- 
tender aimiiak an d perennials which are naturally suited to, or 
have been expensively bred for, pot culture. They come into flower 
quickly, once planted, and go on flowering in hectic profusion 
until late s umm er and sometimes until the autumn frosts. 

Garden centres are so geared up to container gardening that 
all the kit that you need (pots, compost, fertilisers and planting 
combinations) are provided, thus removing the Last vestige of anx- 
iety. You have nothing to lose but the contents of your wallet, 
and every thing , by way of a gaily colourful patio, to gain. 

Cassandra that 1 am, I cannot refrain from one or two mild 
warnings. If you heed them, you may make your own pot luck. 
To begin with, there is no rush about this. Even now, it is unlikely 
that most gardeners (especially in country areas) have seen the 
last frosts. Anyone who lives in a cold district will have to put 
their planted containers under cover - at least at first. Everyone 
else would be well advised to leave them somewhere sheltered 
in the garden for a week or two, bringing them under cover (a 
porch, outhouse, cold frame, unheated greenhouse, even the front 
hall) when a cold night is forecast. 

That way, there is less risk of damage to those tender annuals 
such as tobacco plants (nicotian a), which have big, fleshy leaves 
and often benefit from a bit more hardening off before encounter- 
ing the rigours of the open garden. After all, most plants are pro- 
tected by some kind of structure, usually glass; when you buy Ihem. 

If you are not experienced in the arts of patio gardening, the 
first things you need to buy are pots. I am afraid that there is simply 
no substitute for spending good money on them. The nicest (and. 
incidentally, most substantial and stable) are, generally, the most 
expensive. To take liberties with an old head-gardener's saying; 



con tained:pado 


Photographs: Garden Picture Library 


. . iJE-.- onadno nf plants in containers should appear on 
he large bencMabeU even if not always on the smaller pot labels. 

^ W Pka* “ flower. But a ftowj 

ring “plu^plant in a small tray is a vegetable cry for help. Fhced 
ilittf possible < extinction from lack of food or water, its response 
s “ flower and seed in a hurry. Buy the duU-Iooking, green-leaved 
ines where you ran.. 

You wfll need to buy a reputable multi-purpose potting root 
tost based on a peat substitute, such as composted wood bark, 
□ which to put the plants for their five-month sojourn. This year, 
or the first time, you also have the choice of buying one that con- 
ains a systematic and contact insecticide called Intercept. Lev- 
neton’s Plant Protection Compost is more expensive than 
onventional ones (£5.99 to £6.49 for 50 litres), and fos not yet 
eceived Ministry clearance for edible plants (so no good for herbs, 
ir patio strawberries) but it offers control of aphids for three 
nonths, and of fungus gnats and vine weevils for 12 months. 

If you choose a conventional compost, it is worth considering 
rater-ret aining polyacrylamide granules, such as SwdlgeL, to add 
o it; jf mixed thoroughly with the compost, which is then watered 
veil before the plants are put in, they should allow greater in- 
ervals between waterings. I also recommend a “controHed-T elease 75 
ertiliser such as Osmocote Plus tablets, to put on the surface of 
he compost after planting. Tbe resin coats of these aggregated 
5 ranufes gradually disintegrate, releasing balanced fertiliser 
readily, over five or six months. They work fastest in warm con- 



DO ana ismi* <iuu UIUWWVU a wajirvuuuw ^ “O' — 

i labour-saving mix of water-retaining and fertiliser granules. 
The advantage of these technological innovations is that, pro- 
led ibat the manufacturers’ instructions are followed, modem 
t culture now makes foiling off a log look like a frighteningly 
nplex operation. It is displaying pots to their foil advantage 
ich can prove tricky. 
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MAP MEASURERS 


COMPASSES & 
:££&£!£ ALTIMETERS 

Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to 
choose the right model for 
your needs. If you Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cyde or you would just like 
to know how for you have walked 
the dog, you con measure the 
distance travelled. Lightweight and d 
compact. 

Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy. 

We also have a large selection of Mop Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc all 
available at excellent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 
WRITE FAX OR PHONE FOR ■ 


The fid my m oiir fiffE cnfctr brochure of quefry proson i g tr un w m c 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD (INI 9) 

13/14 James Watt Close, Drayton Fields, 
Coventry, Northants NN1 SRJ 

Tel 01327 706030 Fax 01327 871633 


ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS 


OneDay £12.99 
TalentcdCat £14.99 
White IGO'lo cotton. 
Size XL 

a vjs'iloon 



I try to take 
one day at • 
* time. 


WRITE OR PHONE 
QUOTING Ife# FOR 
FREE CATALOGUE WITH 
LOTS MORE DESIGNS. 

12 MUNSTER RO, 

TEDDINGTQN, MIDDLESEX, p^p £ 1,95 per order 


but sometimes 
several days attack 
me at once. 


TV/1 1 9LL 


01 81 -255-9926 24hrs 


EFFECTIVE 

ENGLISH TITLES 

Sir, Lord, Lady, Baron, 
Count, etc. 

Effective inheritable and 
non-heritable titles from £95 
Tel: C VJ9 

07000 785505 (24hrs). 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX- 0171 293 2505 



For Sales 


POWER 

FOR 

PEDAL 

BIKES! 




When you’re tired o! 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

SINCLAIR ZETAH 
and take 
it easy r . 


lb* new ZEIA obi ill rite rfhrt 
d cfdint IWa* laaKniah * 
bmsc - tabs bilb wth tut. 

Ho Inn. inmn ®r re phiM. 
let ZITA do ill rtf bard mt far 700. 

• FITTED N MBSIUTES 

• UP TO 14 mph 

• SIMPLE TO USE 

• MMNTBVANCE FREE 

• 12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 

• UPTO 30 MILES RANGE 

• BATTBCT RECHARGED 

FOR LESS THAN lp 

Hills disappear, 
headwinds vanish 
no more pushing 


01933 

279300 

ntua mm utuoeti ini7 j. 

GKffCnx&LWUnKSatODGHPlTHJ 


EROTIC 

CHINESE 

PRINTS 


Ancient and erotic oriental 
art from the Ming period 
(206B.C.-A.D.1644) 
Tast^idy reproduced friHTi 
•Bodes Books’. Originally 
painted to demonstrate 
lovemaking techniques tor 
the young bride and 
groom. 

PitnuS tr Be* paset-aifwwn 
Varaus sow avafebfo £12 

Exptea cotour ca a to gae 
E5D0 Alkiw 14-28 days. 

Sqw e art 1J1.-i.jfe 

«■ Arrow M3rt****C 
T ratng ESL EmscSl. EX? 4NN 


07395 - 222108 1 


HAMMOCKS 

and much, much more 
in our brochure 



If only p— 

' United 


Ai,baH»> hnuMl lilt nilHf 
Glanra&m, Dept IND, 
Bh whirwaun 
PwObeB LLS3 8LF 
TUephcne: 01758 7*0680 
Rn: 07870 M07M 
a* jtoWiteimiywmi* 

MMVMMlUanaiAiA 


Legal Notices 


TO WHOM IT MMT CONCH* 

L Sarah Ionise KaicHe of W Casrtt 
Stott CaJfcfctt Mnefem MJ 
412 tanqn for At last la moton 01 
m carried on Ur trade or calfing 
at a iK tmr r HHHY GWI YOU 

Nona fa* I mend to apply to lie 
Uccnung Iuikb lot the C*v 0 I 
Mmthmer simaa a the Trantor 
Sewom u be held a) the hUgHkaes 
Com. Cnm Square. Mandhrarr 
MU) IPX an Ihurnfar Ito 2» cby 
oiMn MM* I0J0 «m far the 
grant to me ni j Special Howl 
OiMcate under Section 77 ol the 
Ucenung Ad 1964 in respect or the 
fire-floor function suite of those 
premnn shtutr M 14 Cattle Sheet, 
Cattle held atoesari and fcmm at 
DulesW. 

A*® HffTHU TAKE NOTICE fate I 
wdt aid CatAcuf a panted at 
atoeuto SecM 7fc t* the wid Act 
dull appff 10 Hie uid first fkor hmr- 
uan rwr ol the pren wes fawn the 
day ei die date el Ac date oi the grant 
ol nrb said CntArw b en weu 
1100 an and 12JN mdnghr on 
Werinadm and Thunder* and from 
11.00 am and 1 00 am on Tutors 
and Suunlays cd each and every 


ANY penom fanewfing u oppoie the 
apphewon fa the gram of a SmbI 
Horn Cemfiure at mpta 


premnn shiM gne nonce m witing 
h*j mnanns n the apptcam ad 
10 the Oeii to dte Ucemmg kuiat 
ipeerfvmi ia general terns die 

pwmdi ol the opposniwi rK Uef 
dun men dirt bebre hr com- 
mentemem at the afewmB mn e d 
TiaMnSesnom. 

Dated Mtlln day o>Apni 1998 
HAUIWEU LANDAU. 

Si Umn s Court. Brown Street 
Manchester M2 2JF. Sofarim wf 
AuhonredApmiiorihe Appfiunt 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Independent 
Traders 
Team 
on 

017! 293 

2323. 


House & Home 


Stairlift Rentals. 





THE 

CLASSIC 
HANGING RAIL 

Industrial quality, 
portable and easily stored. The standard 
rail is approximately 5’3" high and 
comes in 3 lengths, 4 , ,5’ and 6', priced 
at £28, £29 and £30 respectively. A 
junior rail is also available at 4’x4’ and 
is popular for jackets, suits or skirts. It 
is priced at just £21. 

Farther details S J Reck & Partners, 
Percombe, Stoke-snb-Hamdon, 
Somerset, TA14 6RD, 

Tel 01935 826338 or 
fax 01935 822230. 


House & Home 



The secret of healthy sleep 


rests with Adjustamatic 

1 TTV IT you sdTer from:- Arthritic & Rheun mic pain 
’ Stiff IKK* • Stress/Tenskw ■ f\xjr circaisaan 
• Hiatus bemia • Swollen legs 

• Witer retattioo or 
[ Respiratory problems - 
An Adjnsumatic bed 
can transform the 
quality of your sleeping 
and wakntg Cfc. 

CALL Rons NOW FOR 
YOUR FREE ' 

“SECRETS OF A 
GOOD WCWTS SLES” BOOKLET 
AH) COLOUR BROCHURE 


GAIN SAFE ACCESS TO 

EXTRA SPACE 


LOFT LADDERS 

Fatly flHM by er m ftt n o t 



1129 


P/ICKACE DEAL/ 

- 3 Section Laddw • Ught 
• 20 yards Floorbatertlmj 
ONLY E428.<at. touo 
SAVE CS8.TS 


BPS LADDERS LTD 


CALL FREE ON 0800 59Z551 



CurfStore 





NOW ON 


ihehring systems. 
Floor sandirw or 
wall mouncca 
Verwtflc. praedea 
and expandable. 
Direct (rom ihc 
factory prices. 
Choice of finishes 
including natural 
beech veneers. 
Defhwred In days. 


FREE BAocHuuNa2Z7 cau.01342 310033 (mhoup^i 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofia or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vhsl choice of fabrics. All lending Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwcli, 
Osborne and Little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting. Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Uphofstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets'. 1 

Certainly! 


We will l>eat any other price of a comparable quality 


Ca» Die FACTORY SHOP ul PueLshle Lfd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St- 
Hacknev, London ES JSE iNr Well SU 
Tel: Olfil 53.1 0915 2 lines Fax: 01KI 985 2953 



CUTLERY RE- 
SILVERPLATING 
SERVICE 

Wa make your won cutlery as 
good aa new Single item? 
upwards. Also teapots, trays, 
dishes, etc. V&ry reasoratte 
prices. Repairs undertaken 

NaHarwrete service. 

Ftil details from: 

C.R.S. Butts Cottage, 
Wls bo rough Green, 
Sussex 
RH14 0BN 
or phone: 

01403 700424 


Classified 
Advertising 
also appears on 
page 4. 


Food & Wine 


BEER 


FOR THE PERSON WHO THINKS THEY 
HAVE EVERYTHING 

Personally Hand Crafted Beer 
Your unique message printed on 
the label. 

No additives or preservatives, 
pesticide free hops. 

ORDER NOW for Unique Gift 
4x330ml Bottles £8.95 
(in presentation pack) 

UK 72hr service £4.95 

Lugton Brewery 

01505 850267 


Gifts 


I Manchester United 

| A EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Exclusive umtih) edition 

To BE PUBUSHED 

Every copy signed by: 

AUGUST 1998 

Alex Ferguson 


Bobby Chariton 

1 

Cloth Eomow 1145.00 

1 Brian Kidd 

LEAMER EDmON £395L» 

O 

The perfect gift 

Also SIGNED PRINT OFFER 

Brochure/Information 01 395-2991 nfl 


TABLE SAFEl 

HEAT gSCDWT PROTECTION 
FORTOURJT 



CUSftWHTwjB.4 
any sere. 

any diapt TabtesJe" 
prattet your pafamed tattt aswtst 
teurt and Stans. Can he rMenedfor 

ise as a amanauirtioB. 

Oemcry 7-10 <by\ Write oi pherre 

tor CeQ* and sample 

moart 

BSSSSSilte. fSSPJR 


“THE GENIUS” 

Possuy world's best pencil 
■Sharpenar. Adjiraa to mat's tfvea 
. OSei em praauan potog. Sou 
|orass Maos m Garmany. Leather 
C83& mslnistions. mre Made 
OtTUf EXflStwe ptp, 

Also “THE ORIGINAL 
LEFTHANDER- 

■ntn spare Mane C3J50 UK. pap. 

J^™*Me«*Watdh Cheques ». 
pwcoiouB sttuinnM pap!* 
I Coombe Cottage 
North Gortoy. FutRngbridgq 
Henta BPH 2 PQ 
Art: 01d25 6S24«2 

Fun refund rt not delighted 


GE»‘ 


■rp* 


Unusual Gifts ~~~|. 




NEWSPAPERS 


& Fran bqpst uchnei surd f 

immsetaft 
baa NIL bad; fiapoaitiK 
StadgAiato 
REMEMBER W HEW 
520Puiley Way.IM i 
Croydon (3UHRE ' 
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CJUTTINGS 

R oya* Botanic Gardens 
at Kew has arranged a series of 
swdy days on a wide range of 
subjects: paper-making, dyeing, 
ways of planting a herbaceous 
border. ‘Rant Identification made 
simple is the next course on 
offer (,0 ^ JCW+pm, cost 

Tutors Gail Bromley and 
Barrie Blewett explain the 
characteristic differences 
between families of plants and 
suggest some ways to unravel the 
gnomic language of the 
taxonomist. On 13 June (»0am- 
5pm) Sally Imbert leads a 
practical course on natural dyes, 
using well known and easily 
available plants to provide a rich 
palette of colours. The dyeing 
course costs £40. To reserve a 
place contact the Education 
Department, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey 
TW9 3AB {0181 -332 5626). 

4 ffs worth it for the lunch 
aione,* said a friend when I 
enquired about Catriona Boyle’s 
garden school at Penpergwm 
Lodge. Abergavenny, Gwent NP7 
9 AS. The ‘school* is made up of 
a series of days with lectures, 
usually by different people, in the 
morning and afternoon, with the 
famous lunch in between. On 2 
June, Lady Skelmersdale will talk 
on summer bulbs, much less 
used in gardens than spring ones, 
while the unbeatable Penelope 
Hobhouse fills the afternoon 
with the aesthetics of garden 
design. Each school day starts 
with coffee at 10.30am and 
finishes at about 3.30pm; the 
cost is £45. To book or to 
enquire about the rest of the 
programme, call 01873 840208. 

The best obituary I've read of 
the fine alpine plantsman Jack 
Drake, who died this winter, 
came by way of Jim and Jenny 
Archibald’s spring seed list. Jim 
Archibald has a crisp, didactic 
writing style that I've always 
admired, but his obituary, with its 
description of a sunset glowing in 
the colours of Jack Drake's strain 
of lewisias, was elegiac. The 
seeds are worth having, too: 
fistfuls of foxgloves. Including 
Digitalis thopsi from the Sierra de 
G redos in Spain. Their next list, 
to be sent out this summer, will 
include seed from their own 
cultivated hellebores and 
cyclamen, freshly Withered for 
summer sowing. For a copy, send 
a large stamped addressed 
envelope to Jim and Jenny 
Archibald, Bryn Collen. 

Ffbstrasol, Lfandysul. Dyfed SA44 
5SB. 

Anno Pavorrf 


Suburban savannah 

After a trip to South America, Anna Pavord plans to bring a touch of paradise to a very English garden 



Rich mix: lemon grass (Cymbopogan dtratus), left; and tulip ‘Prms CamavaP right 


Yesterday I was in the rainforest of the Pakaraima 
mountains on the borders of Guyana and Brazil. 
Today I am in Dorset, England. My body has made 
the trip back, but my mind hasn’t caught up yet. For 
the past two weeks I've been working with a small 
gang of doctors among the Patamona people of die 
northern savannahs. Each of their settlements is five 
or six hours' walk from the next, so we walked and 
worked, walked and worked, seeing more than 900 
people in seven makeshift clinics. 

The Patamona have their own extremely effective 
plant-based medicines. Without disturbing any of that, 
the remote area medical team tries to deal with the 
things that the Amerindians can't. And along the way, 
we in turn learn a great deal about the things that 
we can’t deal with. Such as going without food. 

We carried in as much farina, rice and flour as we 
could. When that began to run out, the Patamona 
people showed us bow to spin suppers from 
parrabees, which grew on palms and looked like 
bunches of brightly coloured dates. Like the 
Amerindian staple, cassava, they’re poisonous until 
theyVe been property prepared. When that time-con- 
suming business is through, you have food that tastes 
like chestnuts with a dash of asparagus. 

Lemon grass was another life-saver and grew in 
vast clumps in some cleared parts of the savannahs. 
It wasn’t as vital as the parrabees that filled our stom- 
achs, but when infused in the water that we boiled 
up on a wood fire early each morning it became one 
of die great treats of the day - especially if there was 


wfld honey to stir into iL As we hauled ourselves up 
creeper-swagged pitches, as we picked our way like 
trainee tightrope walkers on logs across the Marmite- 
coloured rivers, we fantasised extravagantly about the 
time and the place of our next brew of lemon grass 
tea. 

It is not a South American plant; the dumps we 
saw must have been introduced at some time by peo- 
ple from the East Indies. Finding the climate much 
the same as that at home in southern India and Cey- 
lon, the lemon grass flourished. 1 brought back a few 
roots, but I’ve no illusions about making it feel as 
though it is at home here. It is tender, so wiB have 
to come inside for the winter. That means planting 
it in a pot - most of it I'm going to try some down 
in the hottest bonier of the vegetable garden, just to 
see whether it grows more freely in Open ground. 
Either way, it will need to be well watered. The chimps 
we saw in Guyana were practically drowning. 

Sun or shade? Full sun seemed to suit the dumps 
we found growing in the savannahs. We never found 
it in the darker, shadier environment of the rainfor- 
est, so 1 would guess that full sun and a reasonably 
rich diet will suit it best It doesn't get a rich diet grow- 
ing in Guyana, but HI be cutting it regularly and the 
plant will have to work twice as hard as it normally 
does, to replace what I'm taking away. 

I thought briefly about using the lemon grass as 
a centre-piece in a summer tub, but it’s not essen- 
tially a decorative plant It looks a bit like a minia- 
ture pampas, leaves up to 3ft long, thin, sharp-edged. 


Like other grasses, it sends up flowering spikes, but 
nothing half as showy as pampas. So FU have to turn 
to other plants to fill the tubs when the present blast 
of tulips is over. 

I’m glad I got back in time to see them. The ensem- 
ble by the back door is wilder than anything that has 
ever happened there before. The background is pro- 
vided by three big tubs of wallflowers, a mix called 
‘Persian Carpet', foil of strange tawny purples and 
browns and buffs. Among these stand pots of tulips, 
the most outrageous being ‘Queen of Sheba’. This is 
one of the best of the lily-flowered group, with rich, 
mahogany-red flowers, finely edged with yellow. 

‘Prms CamavaT is one of the few tulips strong 
enough to take the company of ‘Queen of Sheba’. It’s 
a good yellow, beautifully flamed with red. It’s 
scented, too, not as strongly as the wallflowers, but 
with a soft fleeting smell rather like that of prim- 
roses. The third tulip, ‘Avignon’, is upstaged by the 
other two, though it is a subtler match for the wall- 
flowers. It’s buff in bud, deepening to a complex, soft 
milky orange. I've now moved the Avignon’ pots 
together, with a good buffer of wallflowers between 
them and their outlandish neighbours. That is one 
of the huge advantages of pot gardening. You can 
regroup plants with the minimum of fuss. 

But what plants can I turn to for a summer dis- 
play in these tubs? When I left for Guyana, three win- 
dow ledges in the house were already packed with 
young plants and pricked -out seedlings. The petunias 
have come on we D, each plant in its own 3-in pot ‘Pur- 


Photographs; Garden Picture Library 


pie TOrve', a free-flowering, vigorous trailing petunia, 
wiU do well in the tubs outside, perhaps interleaved 
with the small-leaved grey Hdichrysum petiohuv. The 
petunia is too boisterous to risk with the Lobelia 
richardii coming on now in pots inside, though it 
would look good with the intense blue of an ordinary 
bedding lobelia such as ‘Crystal Palace'. 

Lobelia richardii, an evergreen perennial, will prob- 
ably partner the soft apricot-coloured double nas- 
turtium ‘Margaret Long’, kept going from cuttings 
taken last year. Neither this nor the double-flowered 
red nasturtium ‘Hermine Grasboff set seed, so soft 
cuttings, taken like geranium cuttings, are the only 
way to propagate. The lobelia/nasturtium duo on its 
own might be too sleepy. And too droopy. The pots 
they are in w01 need an upright centre-piece. Antir- 
rhinums, perhaps? Either bronze or deep burgundy. 
Or nicotiana ‘Lime Green’? There are four trays of 
those co ming on. It's so hard to throw away seedlings, 
even when you know you have pricked out far more 
than you need. 

For the courtyard, there are a few Lotus berthelottii 
which, I hope, will pour themselves over the from of 
a big iron manger. The leaves are tiny threads of soft 
grey, and they are more important than the flowers, 
which come very late in the season, the colour of burnt 
caramel With them, yellow daisy-flowered bidens 
(sown on 8 March) and perhaps some rudbedda. The 
bidens will provide more than enough yellow. But the 
tulips will reign for another couple of weeks yet I shali 
be sorry to see their season go. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Exterior 

CONSERVATORY 

BLINDS 


Reduce the heat 4 
in your 
conservatory 
by up to 
30 degrees 

Suitable for i 
all types of | 
conservatory I 

F Easy to use 4? 

/ re n nun I or electric I 

operation I 


/r Glorious > 
English Summers 

•S • i.L 
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GLOVES 


FROM THE COUNTRY’S PREMIER 
MAIL ORDER GLOVE COMPANY 

At the Chelsea Rower Show we are introducing a new glcrve, this Glove 
has been only available for the landscape gardener ana has received 
rave reviews. The glove is a very soft cow hide but is extremely strong 
and thorn resistant, it has a thinsulate lining for the ultimate warmth and 
comfort. They come in mens large, a medium and a ladies size 7, and of 
course they all cany the Centre Sales guarantee even If you have used 
them and are not satisfied we wfil refund or replace them. 


I Call in to see us at the Chelsea Flower Show stand 69 Eastern Ave 


Send or phone for a brochure and price list 

CENTRE SALES LTD, 85 MILL LANE, BARTLEY GREEN 
BIRMINGHAM B32 3BG - TEL: 0121 427 1992 


HANGING BASKET BALL 

For alt round 
colour- all year round 


inifis 
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The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 



Natural Pine, 
complete 15 
mins to assemble. 
Rustproof fittings 
Ready to finish 
for indoor/ 
outdoor use. 


£39 (Add £3 p&p). 48 hr despatch. 
Order by phone Access/Visa or 
by cheque/PO. 

Illustrated details from SJL Johnson 

TIE DOMESTIC PARAPHBMAUA Co 

Dept IN, Unit 15, Marine Business Centre 
Dock Rd, Lytham, Lancs FY8 5AJ, England 

Tel: 01253 736334 24. his. 

Fax: 01253 795191 


PONDLIFE 



Wfe wHI Design, Excavate, Construct or 
Renovate, a pond or lake to suit your garden. 
FREE DESIGN AND QUOTE 

TEL:01 71 354 0691 
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From 


pot 


pourri 


to pot 


roast 


A taste of . . . lavender 
from Norfolk, by 

Nikki Spencer 



- * f '' ;r?3. 

Purple haze: the tradition of using lavender as a flavouring is being revived 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Lavender may be strongly associated with 
scenting clothes, but in fact it has also been 
used in cooking for hundreds of years - and 
is currently undergoing something of a revival 
More and more chefs are using the pungent 
flower to flavour fish. Iamb, sorbet and other 
foods, and this summer the New Covent Gar- 
den Soup Company is producing Potato, Leek 
and Lavender Soup for sale in grocery shops 
and supermarkets all over the country. 

East Anglia is particularly suited to grow- 
ing lavender because of its dry, light and sandy 
soil, according to Henry Head, managing dir- 
ector of the UK’s largest commercial grower, 
Norfolk Lavender - although after the heavy 
rain last month he says that now he’s not so 
sure. Dry weather from now until the end of 
July is the key to a good harvest. “I’d be very 
happy not to see another drop of rain," he says. 

The family firm started growing lavender 
back in 1932, extracting oil for use in per- 
fumery and drying flowers for pot pourri and 


- more recently - for culinary purposes. The 
tea room at the company’s headquarters at 
Caley Mill in Heacham sells lavender scones, 
lavender tea and lavender ice-cream, as well 
as jars of lavender marmalade. 

Up on the coast at Wells-next-ihe-Sea, a 
passionate advocate of lavender in cooking is 
Carla Phillips, who runs The Moorings restaur- 
ant with her husband Bernard. 

“Anything you can use rosemary for is pretty 
good with lavender, only it has more strength 
and vigour,” enthuses Carla. She puts dried 
lavender (or fresh, when it’s available} into salt 
water to flavour steamed fish, and uses it as a 
marinade with lemon and garlic on loin of 
lamb. She also makes an aromatic oil with 
lavender, steeping a sprig in oil with garlic and 
salt and pepper, to use a few weeks later on 
salads, or with mashed potato. 

However, Carla warns against getting car- 
ried away with the idea of lavender as an 
ingredient. “Lavender is quite powerful and I 


believe it works best when it is used subtly in 
savoury recipes. I think a sweet lavender 
sauce, for example, would be Foul L” 


Lavender trails 

• Norfolk Lavender, Caley Mill, Heacham 
(01485 570384) is open to the public, admis- 
sion free, daily except Christmas Day. From 
mid-June to August you can see more than 100 
acres of lavender in bloom by joining minibus 
tours of the fields (cost £3.95). From mid-J uly 
you can also see the distilling process, whereby 
the lavender is made into oU. As well as the 
tea rooms, the 19th-century mill has a garden 
centre and a shop that sells dried lavender 
flowers for cooking. The company also runs a 
mail-order service (01507 466466). 

•The Moorings. 6 Freeman Street, Wdls-ncxt- 
the-Sea (0132S 710949) is open from Thurs- 
day to Monday. Owner and chef Carla Phillips 
has written a book in conjunction with Nor- 
folk Lavender entitled Herbs from a Norfolk 


Kitchen - available for £3 plus 85p p&p from 
Norfolk Lavender. 

• TWo other Norfolk restaurants that use laven- 
der regularly are Cough am Hall Hotel, Grim- 
stoa, Kings Lynn (01485 600250), where the 
owner, Christine Forecast grows more than 30 
different varieties of lavender in her herb gar- 
den (open to the public daily 2pm-4pm, free); 
and Rococo, 11 Saturday Market Place, King's 
Lynn (01553 771483) where lavender and gin 
ice-cream is usually on the menu. 

• The New Covem Garden Soup Company’s 
Potato, Leek and Lavender Soup, made with 
fresh lavender flowers, will be available from 
27 July to 9 August, price £1.49 for a carton. 


Nectar of the Aztecs: in our article on chocolate, 
published on 4 April we mentioned the Mus£e 
dn Cacao et du ChocolaL Please note that the 
exhibition building- at 13 Grand Place, B 1000 
Brussels - is currently undergoing refurbishment 
and is not open to die public until 1 July. 


Flowers good 
enough to eat 



The Stuff of .. . cakes. Sally Staples 
discovers the delicate art of sugar craft 


Here is a shop that will solve the 
dilemma of whether to buy a 
wedding cake or learn to make 
one. CorteO and Barrett, special- 
ists in the delicate art of sugar 
craft offer both custom-made 
and classes in how to 
decorate them yourseK. 

June Whichedo and her hus- 
band Ron began their business 

14 years ago. On display in a con- 
servatory behind the shop — 
where classes are held - is a cab- 
inet containing examples of sugar 
flowers that might pass muster if 
exhibited at Kew Gardens lilies, 
roses, gardenias, foxgloves, orch- 
ids, petunias. Every detail is 
there, from yellowy-gold sta- 
mens at the centre of each fkwer, 

to the delicate twigs and leaves. 

The demand is growing for sugar 

flowers, and if you have a mind 

to try them yourself, June says she 
can teach a pupil in a angle day. 

In the shop, every cake- 
perfecting gadget is available to 
buy. The Whichellos are the 
sole importers to the UK of spe- 


cial silicone moulds used fon 

sugar croft in the US. They ^ell 

flower-cutters, coloured dusting 
powder, special cuttere.that 
a ch ieve intricate lace effects -on 
the fr in g , and even edible-ink 
pens. There is liquid gjtaowe, pip- 
ing jelly, confectioners’ varnish to _ 
make the sugar leaves shine, 
and edible glue to stick petals on 
to the flower’s centre. There are 
candles, modelling tools, non k 
stick rolling pins and boards; in- 
struction books and a better/ 
selection of ribbons than you find 
in most haberdashers’ shops. 

The shop offers dozens .of 
wedding cakes, from £199 to 
around £600. It accepts ordetsibr 
cakes for children’s birthdays 
and christenings and other spe- 
cial occasions. Gasses for be-, 
ginnets cost from £20. . 


Corteil and Barratt, 40 High 
Street, Ewell Surrey K7T71RW 
(0181-393 0032}. Open Mon, 
Tues, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm. 
Wed 9am- 1pm, Sat 9am-4pm 



Photograph: john Lawrence 


GAMES 


CROSSWORD PUZZLERS OUT FOR A DUCK: 


DON MANLEY EXPLAINS HIMSELF 


Some of you reading this article mil have been 
guided across from the crossword puzzle in this 
week’s Ism. Some. I have no doubt will be angry, 
some sad, and some perhaps even amused. Others 
may have hit this piece purely by chance. 

The fact is that I have achieved - if “achieved" is 
the right word - something quite unusual and have 
been invited by my long-suffering crossword editor. 
Louise Levene, to give an account of myself. In 
puzzle 149, published on IS April in Ism . I invited 
solvers to fill in some squares with clashing letters 
"to accord with the shape they make", adding that 
“a final mark should be added at an appropriate 
intersection of two grid lines”. The shape (see Ism) 
looked (ike a K knocked over. I assumed that 
readers would interpret it as a k (pi) and work out 
(perhaps following the hint in the puzzle’s title 
“More or Less”) the numerical differences between 
the clashing letters. 

Thus, at the bottom of the pi the second I of 
IMAGINE in 26 down is three away from the 
second L of LILY at 41 across, so “3” is entered. 
Progressing up the leg of the pL we gel 3141, then 
592... along the top and 7932 down the bottom leg. 
When you add the decimal point after the opening 


digit, you get 3.141592.. . the value of it. Gever 
stuff? Obviously too clever for all eight or nine 
hundred entrants. 

Looking back, 1 can see that the shape of the pi is 
a bit inaccurate, and perhaps in my day job as a 
maths editor I am used to seeing too many hand- 
written approximations to this transcendental 
wonder. But surely the shape wasn't that bad, and a 
few mathematicians would have seen what 1 was 
driving at? Alas, I miscalculated. 

There has long been a tradition of providing 
impossible or near-impossible crosswords. Two 
Listener puzzles spring to mind: in one crossword by 
“Afrit" in the Thirties or Forties, the publication 
expressed regret that none of its readers connected 
"Lombardy” and “Man of Words" with 77ic 
Cardinal’s Snuff Box at 28 across - a connection 
which some of us still fail to make; and about 20 
years ago there was a puzzle entitled “Up Service" 
by Leon, which involved playing a game of solitaire 
and spelling out the inscription on the Blarney 
Stone. 

Afrit was a master working out the rules of a new- 
game; Leon was probably too clever for his own 
good. So where does that place Duck? I’m in the 


Leon camp, though I suspect Leon knew what he 
was doing. I guess that, despite over 30 years of 
setting, I didn’t. I am as dumbfounded % the zero 
correct entries as the hapless solvers who failed to 
recognise the malformed mathematical symbol. But 
my feelings, to be honest, are mixed: I’m tempted to 
be excited at having fooled everyone, but reckon I 
should feel guilty at having spoiled everyone’s fun. 

Only two more things need to be said. One is that 
we need to explore the new and strange in 
crosswords to keep the game alive; the other is that 
no one should ever set out deliberately to produce a 
puzzle that will stump all the solvers. On that charge 
I plead innocent so my apology to Ism enthusiasts 
has some qualification. For most of (he time, the 
setter must expect to be a gracious loser in a battle 
of wits in a contest that has a fair set of rules and 
conventions. That is how the battle is normally 
conducted in the Ism puzzle, and indeed all the 
puzzles in The Independent and Independent on 
Sunday. 


Don Manley contributes as ‘Duck ’ to 'Ism '. His 
kss-than-impossible puzzles appear weekly in the 
'Independent on Sunday ’ in the guise of Quixote. 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Lord Grade, 91, film maker, producer, 
the Grade Company 


We used to have races at school. I was a 
good, fast runner, but I never made it a 
part of my career. At the time, I had no 
idea what I was going to do, and certainly 
didn’t know that I’d finish up in the 
entertainment industry. 

If I could play anything, I would have 
liked to be a good tennis player. I had a 
house with a tennis court one time, but I 
wasn’t any good, so I knew that it wasn’t a 
natural thing for me. When you play 
games, you have to fed at ease with them. 

I’ve tried golf, but unfortunately I just 
could not hit the ball, so I thought, why 
drive myself crazy? There’s no point in 
anyone uying to play a game that they 
don’t take to naturally. 

When 1 was 18 years old 1 discovered 
the sport of dancing, and became an 
exceptional Charleston dancer. To begin 
with, 1 was a ballroom dancer. 1 wasn't very 
good, and it was hard to get a partner. But 


Grade Productions produced * On Golden 
Pond' and * Sophie's Choice’. Their latest 
film, ‘Something to Believe In was released 
in the UK yesterday by Warner Bros. Maria 
Pitillo and William McNamara star with 
Tom Conti Maria Schneider and Ian 
Barmen. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


Of all the many changes that have taken place in the chess 
world over the past three decades - the schism in the world 
championship, the had influence of rapid play events on the 
general quality of play, the pernicious effects of computer 
analysis, and the introduction of the ludicrous Bobby Fischer 
Chess Oock among them - ihe one I find most depressing is 
the extinction of cheap chess sets made of French boxwood at 
the hands of an even less expensive plastic variety. 

1 say this not through any particular aesthetic delight at the 
tactile qualities of wood or a dislike of plastic itself. It's just the 
shape of the wooden knights' ears that I miss. The 
disappearance of the boxwood sets, you see. has deprived me of 
my one great claim to a place in chess history. For 1 was the 
first person ever, as far as 1 know, to pile an entire chess set on 
top of a single rook. And thanks to the despicable new- plastic 
sets, that is an art that has totally died out. 

You start with a rook (conventionally a while one. though 
black would, 1 suppose, be equally acceptable) placed normally 
on any square of a chessboard. The crenellations around its 
battlements provide (he notches on which four pawns may be 
hung in a manner that allows the tops of the pawns to form the 
base for the next level. 

Now comes the clever bit. Take two knights, two bishops and 
one rook. If you hang the knighut’ muzzles over the rook's 
battlements, you will find they stay in place. And they become 
even more stable if you tuck a bishop in under each of their 
bellies. (Point the two bishops in opposite directions for general 
stability.) The entire rook-plus-four-minor-pieees combination 
may then be balanced upon the four pawns on the original 
rook. Not only were the boxwood sets perfectly weighted for 
this to work, but the ears of the knigh's. pointed friskily upwards, 
left a four-point horizontal base for the next level. 

So another rook, two bishop and two knights are disposed of 
in similar manner, leaving us with two queens, two kings and 12 
pawns. It’s a little tricky, but you can get rid of two of the 
pawns between the ears of the knights. Delicately placed, they 
are light enough not to upset the balance, and their position 
becomes more stable when the next level is added. 

Three pawns can be hung round each queen's head, again 
forming a level triangular base of pawn-tops for the next storey. 
At the very top two longs may be suspended by their crosses on 
those veiy useful crenellations of the final rook. The last four 
pawns may be balanced on assorted bishops, with one or two 
even on the topmost rook between the kings. 

The execution of this fine pile took roe most of my Fourth 
year ui Cambridge. Then the sets went out of fashion and my 
hope for eternal fame vanished with them. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 

No.3606 Saturday 9 May 


BRIDGE: ALAN HI RON 



ACROSS 


DOWN 


> ^ 


I He-gpat (5) 

4 Broadcasting (23) 

10 Stir (7) 

II Inexpensive (51 

12 Correct (5) 

13 Make u list of (7) 

15 Solemn word (4) 

17 Convulsive movement 
(5) 

ly Call to mind (?) 

Long, bushy hair (4) 
Masculinity (7) 

Heat unit (5) 

29 Rough hut (5) 

First (7) 

Burglar's tool (5 1 
Gemstone (5) 


15 


30 

31 


Cake topping (5) 
Outbuildings (4-3) 
Mothcr-of-pearJ {3} 
Gimbcr's aid (3-4) 
Forces chaplain (5) 
Sumowing (5| 
Rapidity (5) 

14 At that time (4) 
lf> Rounds for firearms 
Ml.) ( 4) 

18 Nom-de-plumc (3-4) 

20 Banning (7) 

21 Gather(S) 

23 Unscripted remark (X 

Walk slowly (5) 
Caulking material (5) 
Decree (5) 


24 

26 

28 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crasskard: 


ACROSS: 5 Wreck S AnxfklOJC i RvoMimiLTidniRj, u Imar.u. 1A Comiuicn. 
" ' ■ - • - t.25Cu. 


II Cnirv, M Srj, lo Embark, V 7 Estate. l‘» Inn, I'lAtanc.!! Smallpot, 
lot. Alleluia! 2? Tying. DOWN; ! Wji^h. 2 fjerm 1 .. ,1 1 ileus, 4 Ktficht, n Ru- 
minate. " Ci'giUilL', 12 Soul! In. !* Maintain. 14 Ski. 15 "Yeti. P Nanvrh\ ’I 
Elder, 4J SjvruS, 22- F* pat. 



Game all; dealer South 
North 

4S6 

70105 

010 76 3 
4KS65 


West 


East 

4 A 1094 


47 3 2 

^97 2 


*78643 

•58 5 2 


OA 94 

*743 

South 

4KOJ5 

K J 

OKOJ 
*J 10 9 

*AQ2 


Oh dear! I shall have to give up offering well-meant advice 
and stick strictly to reporting facls. This deal produced a 
peevish letter from a correspondent. 

The bidding was simple: South opened Two No-trumps 
and North raised to game. West fed *4 against Three No- 
trumps. obviously following my recent suggestion lhai ihe 
lead of a ten against a no-trump contract implied a strong 
suit with two higher honours. Dummy followed with the six 
and East (who hud elearly noticed my other recent point, 
that rather than make an apparently useless attempt with 
near 'garbage in partner s suit, it was more useful to give a 

count) thoughtfully played the two to suqgcsi a three-card 
holding. 

When *6 won, declarer still had two guards in spades 
and he attacked clubs. Now it was loo laic for the 
defenders to gel a long card in any suit working and they 
came to only the four obvious Index (a spade, a diamond 
and two elulis). 

^es. the lead of 4 HI defeals the contract when Wesl 
ducks his partners next spade return. Yus, East could have 
done everything that wax necessary by covering 4 t, with 

seven at trick one after which, again. Wesi ducks the 
next spade return. 

But the real culprit on Ihe hand was declarer? Whv . n 
really should have tried 48 from dummv at trick one - a 
play that could hardly cost and would have provided an 
unexpected third stopper in spades. 


He 
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when I started to Charleston, the girls were 
lining up to dance with me. 

Td teamed to do intricate steps, because 
my father - as you probably know - was 
born in Russia. He was a veiy good 
Cossack dancer, and when I became a 
dancing ad - which 1 was for eight years 
before I became an agent - 1 incorporated 
a lot of those steps that they do as Cossack 
dancers into my routines. 

I am still the world Charleston 
champion. I won the competition at the 
Royal Albert Hall on 15 December 1926 
and I learned only recently that one of the 
judges was Fined Astaire. If I’d known he 
was watching. I’d probably have failed with 
nerves. 


3*' 




Here s a position that confronted Murray ' • 

^ harp at the Double Fives the other ‘ , 
night Murray, playing Black, had not only doubled 
early but had also accepted the redouble wheri.*ll •' - 
around him m the chouette had verv sensiWrp^sei In- 

^r^VT" 1013 -* Sty,c he had « theS^md- 

~ ch th * ponton above. Should he redouble to 8? - .. 
The position is highly volatile and could change ? - , 
dramatically over the next two rolls. If Murray entm* 7 
^ ^ ^ but lost. 

staw on the bar and White rolls a 6 then afl the"- , -! ■’ 
W w- be Murra y- Most people have a natural 
^ bar agaiasta 5-pS^board 

^ this ilk - ““ he redoubled 

Oulckdouhlp ST™? u,ou S l '<- His oppoaentlook; 

The auesti ! ed ** “raforfabiy woo the game, a 
The anS" T* ^ doublc t^e’earrert? " 

posWon 15 an client teodimailc - > 

pOMton Black should double and White should take. • - 

i-ZL for —Phi 1* ^ only* . 

heThould di^f “ cxposed ™ KsSpofol. then J 

sbi 

and then ww*! J . a 6 - or h e stays onihfl bar : . 
wohiWt d0esn 1 ro,i * 6. he will become a ‘ j; 

White xhnnM V0UnU *u 80 now “ the time to dooble. .v-i 
Whilu ; 

S2 * happe " ; ;; 

applying exactly the right pressure at the righ^he.- . : 
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Clocking 

the sun 
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' lfyou Want to use a sundial to tell the time, writes 
■ ’:! L : Caroline Donald, make sure it is custom-built for your 

' -■■■'] garden ~ or y° u may find inaccuracies creeping in 





As we hurt] e towards the year 2000. bow 
we measure time gains a special signific- 
V*: an0B - 80 *t was with a sense of satisfaction 

\ '•*%, . that I sought out David Harter, maker of 

‘ L ; , , r ■ v • sundials, at his Oxford workshop. The mfl- 

. u ■ lennium bug may be a cause of increas- 

' r * r.. • J; m 8 concern, yet the sun will rise and set 
; i.. .//-V regardless of computer crashes, and Har- 
-? bet's dials will continue to m ea sure the 
... ;-o hours, using methods first discovered 

thousands of years before Christ effectively 
V;. started the whole millennium business. 

^ vi, Harters works range from a simple 
^ obelisk that casts a shadow on markers set 
in the ground, to a copper hemisphere re- 
' sembling a tilted mortar that is engraved 

. __ with the hours and the tropics of Cancer 

:: ’ and Capricoiu and owes its origins to 
- V Berossos, an Egyptian priest, who worked 
‘ - v i"i, out the earth’s circumference to within son 

- * miles, 300BC. “Over here, in AD1400 we 

still thought that we would fall off the 
edge,” says Harber. 

— Having left Dartington school at 15, 
Harber discovered at first hand that the 
Earth is round when be learnt toffy. Mean- 
er "* while he also acquired metalwork skills 
while running a travelling theatre group 
on a boat in France. And then “it all sud- 
denly gelled. 1 bought a book on how to 
make sundials and the end result was my 
first armillary sphere, which was snapped 
up.” Tbday, these armiUary spheres, which 
look like a cross between an old-fashioned 
^ globe and a ball of string, are his best- 
“ selling line, with prices from about £1.500 
for a brass one (they also come in bronze 
and stainless steel). This may seem a bit 
steep, but all his dials are custom-built, and 
marked with mottoes and measurements 

. that are important to the client 

~~ “You can move them to a degree,” says 
Harber, r elishing the unintentional pun, 
“but they need to be in the exact location 
to work absolutely accurately. You can 
move them north and south quite easily, 
but they start to get inaccurate if you shift 
them east and west For instance, there is 
a four-minute difference between the 
_ time when the sun is overhead in Green- 
wich and in Oxfordshire.” 

. ... ._ From the spot in Greenwich or Qx- 

fordshire, Edinburgh or Timbuktu, the dial 
can be inscribed with the exact direction 
and number of miles to a significant 
place for a client anywhere in the world. 
.7 “Invariably, they are exotic,” says Harber. 
"We don’t get many pointing to Milton 
_ Keynes." 

fr The tradition of mottoes goes back to 
the days when sundials were the only form 
■ j of time-keeping in a community, and where 

• usually erected by the local squire or a 


scholar. “They were seen as oracles, the 
voice of something ethereal and spiritual,” 
says Harber. 

He provides a list for clients taken from 
dials of the past, usually exhorting the 
reader not to be a wastrel, or reminding 
him in a cheery way that death is just 
around the corner, though the translation 
given for carpe diem - Ah, take the cash 
in hand and waive the rest - is more an 
example of the blithe sense of humour of 
Harter and his wife Sophie (who r uns the 
business ride of things) than of their lin- 
guistic skills. 

Although they look simple, Harter's 
wall-mounted dials, s imilar to those you 
see on churches and manor houses, are 
painstakingly calculated for that wall 
alone. 

He is as polite as he can be about the 
mass-produced sundials you can buy at gar- 
den centres: “It’s nice that people are in- 
terested, but it seems a shame to spend 
your money on something that doesn’t ful- 
fil its purpose. There was a batch that came 

Over from the far East, where the gnrwnftn 
[the shadow-caster] had been made for an 
obscure latitude somewhere below the lat- 
itude of the south of Ranee, and fixed the 
wrong way round, so they were never go- 
ing to tell the time.” 

At the moment Harber is making a 
slate-and-copper wall dial especially for 
his stand at the Chelsea Flower Show. It 
has been mathematically calculated exactly 
to mark noon for the occasion - a risky 
move, but an impressive one if it comes 
off, in front of the world’s smartest horti- 
cultural clientele. 

When we met, Harber was about to set 
off for Chicago to unveil an a rm ill ary 
sphere for a bank, then on to Martha’s 
Vineyard for another installation. “Most 
of the people I meet are really interest- 
ing.” he says of his necessarily financially 
comfortable clientele (though prices start 
at a not-too-unreasonable £500). 'They 
want to put some thought into what they 
are commissioning. What you say on a dial 
should be done glibly; it is going to be there 
for quite a while.” 

In June, be completes a sundial for a 
private client made from monoliths of 150- 
millkm -year-old Jurassic stone that will 
mart the positioning of the planets around 
the sun at dawn on 1 January, AD2000. 
It will take 27,000 years for these positions 
to repeat Now that is quite a while. 

David Harber Sundials (01491-576956; 
fax: 01491-413524; e-mail: sales@harber- 
sundialsdemon.co.uk ; website www. harber* 
sundials.demon.co.uk) 
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Sun king: 

David Harber 
at his Oxford 
workshop with 
retro-tech 
sundials. 
Invariably, 
they are 
exotic. We 
don't get many 
pointing to 

Milton Keynes* 

Photograph: Rster 
Macdiarrrud 
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Join the gleam team 

Sally Staples brightens up her life and her furniture on a French polishing course 




If you have any old furniture that seems past 
redemption and has been stashed away in an 
attic, think again. In just a few hours yon could 
learn how to strip away a dull or stained sur- 
face and use the sldDs of traditional French pol- 
ishing to bring a glossy shine to an old table 
or chair - or, indeed, any piece of wood that 
needs a new lease of life. 

All that's required is that you bring to six 
three-hour sessions a pair of robber gloves, 
some protective clothing and the item that 
needs restoration. 

Martin Masterson, the French polisher and 
tutor who runs a course at London’s Kens- 
ington and Chelsea adult education college, 
wffl provide students with all the other mate- 
rials for just £5 a head. These include steel wool 
methylated spirits, old rags, white spirit, sand- 
paper and the French polish itself. 

Stripping the wood is the initial task, and 
on the' day I was there a group of 10 stood 
round to watch as Martin illustrated the tech- 
nique on an oak breakfast tray. The first stage 
is to remove all the traces of the old polish 

nr- gwmish. With antiqiie fnmitim» that has hiwn 

French polished, this is usually done with 
meths. But modern pieces that have been 
lacquered or varnished need to be treated with 
paint-stripper. 

Martin rubbed a meths-soaked rag all over 
the tray’s surface until it became a little 


sticky. Then he took some steel wool and 
rubbed from side to side, following the grain 
of the wood as the polish was gradually 
removed Once the tray’s surface was quite pale, 
coarse sandpaper was used to remove any 
scratches and dents in the wood. Next it was 
sanded down with fine paper to regain the 
smooth surface. 


two basic colours -dark oak and red mahogany. 
By mixing and diluting these two you can 
achieve almost any colour you want” 

Martin explained that the mahogany box 
ritould not be printed wdth the mahogany stain, 
as the effect would be too red. Instead he 
recommended a dark oak stain. As all the 
stains are ofl based, they should be diluted with 


Using gentle movements Martin demonstrated how to 
retain some of the natural irregularites. Part of the 
attraction of wood is that some marke are visible 


At that stage the students set about strip- 
ping their own pieces of furniture. Tbny Col- 
lombotti had brought in a large mahogany box 
once used by an architect for pens and pen- 
cils. Loulene Kuschke had a rosewood box, and 
other students bad variously brought a bed- 
side table, a six-legged stool and a box made 
from beech. 

Everyone worked at their own pace, and 
Martin walked round the class giving advice 
and preparing for the next stage: staining the 
wood. 

“If you go into shops, they will try to sell 
yon dozens of different colours for staining 
wood,” he said. “But in fact all you need are 


turpentine or white spirit when necessary. 

Once the box was painted with the dark oak 
stain, and the excess wiped off. it was almost 
ready for polishing. But first a little sanding 
down was advised. 

Martin demonstrated how this could be 
done using gentle movements to retain some 
natural irregularities. Part of the attraction of ■ 
wood is that same marks are visible, giving char- 
acter to the piece. 

Since the course concentrates on traditional 
Ftencfa polishing, there are no short cuts to 
t eaming the art of making what is called the 
“rubber” to polish the piece of furniture. Mar- 
tin gave a demonstration of this by folding a 


piece of wadding inside a rag and moulding it 
with his thumb and finger into the shape of a 
mouse. The rag must be free of lint, to avoid 
bits of fabric sticking on to the wood during 
p olishing 

Before the rubber comes into play, a spe- 
cial polishing mop made from camel hair is used 
to coat the surface with a full-strength solution 
of the polish, which should be diluted by one- 
third to two with methylated spirits. The sec- 
ond and subsequent layers are put on with the 
rubber, and the polishing must be done in a 
figure of eight to keep the layers thin and evenly 
distributed. 

A drop of linseed oil is added to the wood 
to lubricate the polish, and the process is re- 
peated many times until the required effect is 
achieved. 

The final touches involve removing the oil 
from the polish by squeezing the rubber sev- 
eral times in undiluted polish and gently wip- 
ing over the surface until all ofl traces are gone. 
Students are advised to leave their furniture 
to dry for at least a week before using it. 

The Irench polishing course at Kensington and 
Chelsea College, London, ( 0171-573 5333) 
runs for six weeks and costs £69. Martin Mas- 
terson also runs a course on decorative surface 
which includes tortmseshdting, crackle glazing, 
marbling and wood graining. 
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Wham, bam, thank you fans, then pile in for the celebrations 

' ' ■ • i cmtdnise 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON THE 
HIGHS AND 
LOWS OF 
FOOTBALL 
VIDEOS 


THERE are so many little 
ways in which one can 
family life run more smoothly; 
No shouting down or inter-, 
rupting during meal rim**, no 
playing with Space Invader 
games or virtual pets after 
supper time. No singing after 
bedtime. 

These are innovations 
which, due to local resistance, 
I have yet to establish in my 
household. But in time I feel 
confident that 1 shall mention 
them again... In the meantime, 
however, one Good Idea has 
taken bold, a means of avoid- 
ing those wearing and ultii 
mately pointless, arguments 
about who recorded over who's 
programme on what tape. The 
solution is amp le, and it is this: 
a named videotape for each 
member of the family. 

There only seems to be one 
operating difficulty with this 


system. Why is it that my tape 
is filled with inviolable record- ’ 
in^ of Top of the Fops, Tdfy- 
tubbies and Home Front? 

Pandering on the iniquity of 
this arrangement one evening, 

I sought solace in a number of 
videos which were incon- 
testably mine. Sporting videos, 
that is “So Billy Bonds lifts that 
famous old trophy again,* Bri- 
an Moore intones. “The pre- 
lude to a homecoming down 
the streets of London's East 
End, that for its fervour and its 
warmth would be almost im- 
possible to match... It's one big 
happy H amm ers family-.. ” 

The tone of West Ham 
United's official video history 
is swiftly established. .“Relive 
the Hammers' greatest mo- 
ments,” the front cover luges. 
Three FA Cups, one European 
Cup-Winners’ Cup - reason- 
able pickings in a 103-year his- 


tory without being . over- 
whelming. Put it this way - 
there is space and time to ap- 
preciate each victory fully. 

The familiar images roll 
again; Trevor Brooking stoop- 
ing to head the only goal of the 
1980 FA Cup Final. Ha. Arse- 
nal. Didn’t win that one, did 
you? Alan Thylor securing the 
. same trophy five years earlier 
with a pair of goals which le ft 
Fulham’s keeper, Peter Mdlor, 
looking like a man in need of 
intensive counselling 

And those vivid pictures of 
the 1964 Cup final celebrations, 
where wing-half Eddie Bov- 
ingtoo bops his team-mates 
over the head with a support- 
ers’ replica of a giant claret- 
and-sky-blue hammer. 
Nowadays, of course, you 
wouldn’t get such an item 
through the turnstile - and not 
because of its size. 


These dub videos can have 
hidden dangers for those par- 
ticipating Moore maintains 
his usual off-screen presence - 
the kindly unde, jollying the 
party along -and in that respect 
he is lucky, because there is no 
record of any fashion/am pas. 

Alas, His interviewees are 
hot so fortunate - and among 
them, none is less fortunate 
than Brooking fresher of face 
and darker of mane than he ap- 
pears on Match of the Day 
these days. His contribution, 
thoughts on the essential qual- 
ities of the dub he served, are 
under mined by the impact of 
the jersey he has chosen. It's a 
kind of lurid green, white and 
black contour map. I can’t 
think about It any more... 

The overall effect of watch- 
ing such videos is reassuring 
rather than inspiring It is an act 
of confirmation, as modi as af- 


firmation. And I admit, one of 
the sa tisfacti ons for me is the 
feet no one else in tins fam- 
ily is in on it- 

• “This makes the local elec- 
tions look interesting," com- 
mented my wife as the history 
looped back to the dob’s pre- 
vious incarnation as Thames 
Iron Works. Her patience was 
strained still further by my 
nry t choice of viewing: The 
World's Greatest Goals, VoM- 
sweet revenge for the simper- 
ingS of Home Front. 

If you equate football with 
sex - for the purposes of ar- 
■ g n me rit — then these “greatest 
■goal” compilations are all 
about the basic act, over and 
over and over again- There is 
precious little foreplay — it s 
pass, score, cross, score; pass, 
score. Wham, bam, thank you 
fans, and everyone piling in for 
the celebration. 


But as I watched the baUj 

befog thrashed into the net 
frorn every conceivable 
- Norbert Nachtweih. Goal. 
Bixente Uzarazu- Goal! Yvan 
Lebouigeois. Goal! - Tb 
seal backing that soundedhkfi. 
Lieutenant Pigeon - 
plonk, keiplonk,plonk-P^ 
erty-plonk, plonk - a 
feet was borne in upon me that 

this was getting boring 

Cut a goal out of its context, 
and it is like taking a fish from 
its watery habitat. It may wig- 
gle about a bit, but »ts powj 

to moveis severely diminished. 
I was experiencing Meaning 
Deficiency Syndrome and I 
knew that I had to act fast. 
Thankfully, help was at hand: 
“The 1966 World Cup FrnaL 
England v West Germany. The 
full match!” 

It is, of course, a wonderful 
ffwtrh, an historic occasion. But 


after 1 had scrutinised the play,- 
and noted once more the.de- 
f en sive hesitancy which caused 
Ray Wilson to offer Helmut 
Haller the opportunity of giv-. 
ing the Germans on early tod, 
my experience of the occasion 
was tr unc ated. S railing awake 
to recover the alnm st emp ty. 
lager can which bad dropped 
from my hand, l noticed that 

there were people on Ihepftcb - 

who thought it was afl over. 

In that moment I recaHcd- 
the previous time I had 
watched this match. It had 
ended. Tor me* shortly : after 
Martin Peters bad gwen Eng- 
land the lead. I made a men- 
tal note to concentrate much 
harder next time. -.* r -*■ • 

-These videos are for sad 
' people,” says my wife. She is 
dearly wrong. And, as soon as 
I can thinkof the reasons why, 

I will argue my case... 


Indurain’s 
team give 
Hunt his 
final polish 


A British cyclist has shown his will to 
succeed by defeating some top Tour 
sprinters. Robin Nicholl talked to him 


JEREMY HUNT is a self- 
made bike rider. With fine tun- 
ing from the team that guided 
Miguel Indurain to five lour de 
France triumphs, he could be 
destined for great success. 

Now there ‘are hints that he 
could be ready for his first ma- 
jor event, the lour of Spain, just 
three years after talent-spotter 
Francis Lafarge tipped off his 
fellow Banesto officials about a 
rare specimen -an English m a n 
with a sprint potent enough to 
win important races. 

As the reign of Indurain 
closed with retirement, so Hunt 
arrived fresh and ambitious in 
the Spanish camp. A year later 
he was revealing the makings of 
another winner. 

He dented the fast-finishing 
reputations of Erik Zabel and 
Italian Mario CipoUini in a 
Spanish stage race. Hunt out- 
sprinted The German in 
Zaragoza a month after Zabel 
had won the Milan to San 
Remo classic. 

CipoUini, who rates himself 
the world’s fastest finisher, 
was also in Hunt’s wake, but 
two weeks before that victory 
Hunt bad been having serious 
doubts. 

“Then 1 won a stage in the 
French Tour de la Sarthe and it 
reassured me that I could make 
it as a professional” he said. 

Hunt's confidence gathered 
momentum and he finished the 
year with 10 victories, nine of 
them in Union Cyeliste In- 
ternationale races, which made 
him the seventh most prolific 
racer of the year. 

Zabel has twice won the 
green jersey of top points-scor- 
er in the Tour de France, and 
CipoUini took the points jersey 
in last year's Giro d’ltalia. 
Those are major targets for top 
sprinters, and Hum claimed 


his apprentice colours with the 
points jersey in the aptly named 
lourde FAvenir (the Tour of the 
Future). 

Six years before Lafarge 
“found” him. Hunt had proved 
he had the grit to make a bike 
rider. “In fact he spits gravel," 
said Colin Lewis, who was a 
team-mate of Tom Simpson in 
the 1967 Tour de France that 
cost Simpson his life. 

“Because be has had a tough 
family life, Jeremy is as hard as 
nails and you need that to be a 
top professional. He is a self- 
made ‘bfltie’, and is that tough 
he will race on nothing. 1 once 
said that he would sleep in a bus 
shelter if it was necessary, and 
he gives nothing away. 

“He thrives in mucky weath- 
er," said Lewis who first met 
Hunt when the callow 15-year- 
old walked into his Devon dub- 
room and said he wanted to be 
a bike racer like his dad. 

After Hunt won the British 
junior road race title in 1991, 
Lewis got him a place with a 
club in Metz, and then with an- 
other team based in Northern 
France. 

“Out there it is the univer- 
sity of racing. Here it is just the 
high school” said Lewis whose 
prot£g£ rapidly repaid the faith 
with 15 successes in bis second 
year. 

Hunt’s hardness helped 
him to become British road 
race champion last year when 
he got up from a jarring crash 
to win. It has also become his 
undoing especially when faced 
with a 30-hour-a-week training 
regime. 

“I got a bit carried away with 
training, and my body was not 
used to iL I cannot yet cope with 
really hard training." said Hunt 
who was born in Saskatchewan, 
Canada, 24 years ago. 


Major weekend fixtures 


TODAY 

Football 
3.0 unfees os 


mm 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

Cattle v St Johnetone 

Dundee Utd v Hanoere—— 

Heart* v DunfenaSn* 

Kfcnamockv Hibernian 


RRST DIVISION 

FWMrkv Airdrie 

Morton v Sorting 

parUck v Ayr . — .. 

RaBhvHamnon 

St lllnran v Dundee 

SECOND DIVISION 

Brechte v Ciy«tet>enk 

Clyde v Stranraer 

East Rfs v Forfar — 

Livingston * Inverness CT — 

Oueanof South v Stwiftauaenndr 

THIRD DIVISION 

Afcksi v Montroee — 

Altai v Berwick — — — 

Aifcroetttv Owen's f*rit 

D umba r ton » Cuwdenbee fl i 

Ross County « East Stbibig 

FA CARLSBStG VASE Fin* Ttvarwn * 
Tbw Law (at Wontihy stacBum). 
WtNSTONLEAD KEKT LEAGUE firat 0*- 
vtefcm: Fevamhem v Chtehem 

LEAGUE 
I NMMS 
bfeoacft; 
Town: St 







PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 

Fort WKam v Cow Ranges; Wfcfc AcacJe- 

my v frasertugh. 

Rugby League 

JJB SPORTS SUPER LEAGUE: Sheffield 
v Wigan (3.1% 

SECOND DIVISION: Woridngton v Bram- 

•WPPt 

Rugby Union 

TETLEVS Brrmi CUP RneL Saracens v 
Wasps (319 {* TMcXentem). 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 
vision: Brictaend v Pontypridd <23C*jJjmott 
v NewponpacB; Swansea v CanStf (B£fc 
Ffcst Division: Abarwon v Pontypod £3$; 
Abertdsry v Newbridge <23Cf: Bcnymaan 
v Rummy £30; Crow KawsvSouh VMM 
Poles (230); Maestag v CasrpMy £3Q: 
Merthyr* Blackwood @3CB;lteorctnrvtkm- 
vant {Z3C0; UWiC (CarUfl Vatautaf v (Jan- 
dowry (230). 

TENNEHIS VE1VET CUP F%n± Glasgow 
Hawks v Kabo (3JJ» (at Murreyfieftfl 
TEN N ENTS VELVET BOWL Final: 
Camouatto HSFPvPwttishre flu* (atUur- 
layflBfcg. 

TENNENTS VELVET SHIELD Final: 
Berwick v Seftek C&*5 ) (a fWUnayfiafcQ. 

Hockey 




Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: Coventry v KM* Lynn 
(720; Eestboune v Swrtdon (7.301 
PREMIER LEAGUE: Berwick v Raring (to 
PffiMBl LEAGUE CUP: Stoke v Hu* (to 






Jeremy Hunt shows the style which encouraged Banesto to invest in his potential 


“1 got ill too, and as soon as 
my health goes down, every- 
thing goes out of the window. 
I had come through the ap- 
prentice stage with Banesto. 
Now 1 have to start all over 
again. I trained too hard after 


Other sports 

BASKETBALL: Bssketfest 96 (NEC, aim. 
rnghan). 

BOXING: Sriash taedienvaghf ttte contest 
Jon Jo men {Don cast er) v Eabam Ptdtar- 
tog (Newwk) (alHBsbamugh Leisure Cen- 
tre, Sheffield}. 

EQUESTRIANISM Badmnton LtereeTrlate 
MOTORCYCLING: BnSsh 9upert*a Own- 
porertp fourth rouid (Sneaonon). 

TOMORROW 

Football 

4.0 untats sand 

HA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Aston vote v Arsenal 

Bemslay v MancfceSMr Utd 

Btackbwni v New ces de . . .... 

Chelsea v Botton — 

CtystaJ Petes* v Sheffield Wed — 

Derby v L i ver p ool 

Ev e ito n v Coventry 

Leeds vwlnMedon — 

TO tenh e m * Southampton 

Wteat Hww v Lete ae te r — 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
PROMOTION PLAYOFFS 
SEMI FffiALB FIRST LEG 
HRST DIVISION ‘ 

Ipevriot) v ClierfkMi (1.0) . 

Sheffield Utd v Sreidartend (1 Jl) 

SECOND DiVISJON 

Bristol Rover* v Northw|rto«i — 
TH1TO DIVISION 

Barnet v Colehasrerp^Ot ■■■ - - 

Sevboiougli v Tbrquay (M> — — 
WELSH CUP Fleet BanQorCtty vConnert 
i>wy (3SI (aOteRacocausBOani HJor- 
ham). 


I was ill and it would not go 
away." 

The lung infection has set 
him back in a year when, with 
the right form, he could be tack- 
ling his first three-week tour in 
September. “I might be riding 


Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR Premiership One: 
Leicester v Ettas* Sole v Northamp- 
ton (30J. 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier DF 
vtelnn: Neaffi vEiibsr Vttte (uq. 

CLUB MATCH: Manchester* Orrel (2301 



the Tour of Spain. It is a possi- 
bility if I am showing well in Au- 
gust” 

His dreams tie with the one- 
day classics. “I would like to be 
a classics rider like I was as an 
amateur because that is what I 


QUOTES 


# 1 would say tiial team 
spirit was the real star of - 
the season. Arsine 
Wenger, explains why Ar- 
senal won the PremiefshipL 

• Two people have dted 
today - an alcoholic [the. 
actor Kevin UoydJ and an 
ex-fbotbaler {Justin 
Fashanuj. When you put it 


Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: Smtodon v Oxford (7D) 
PREMIER LEAGUE: Gtesgow v Asadng 
(&3Qt; Newport v Newcasde flJQ. 
CONIEHEHCE LEAGUE: Mdertul v Nav- 
port {330) 

Hockey 

WOMENS CUP FINAL: Stautfi v Cffton 
ScscMiLilBP3m.«*«a7 Keynes Natbnai 
Stecffamf. 

EHA WOWEfTS PLATE FOCAL: DeesUe 
Rtenbiere v Duterteii (VQ. 

BU WOMENS UNDER IS CUP FBCAL: 
Queenswood Sdwd v Po rtt tf ie i iU Fir*' 
brands (CXI). 

Oefaercports 

BASKETBALL: Sadtetfest 96 (NEft Bkm- 

Inghon). 

EOffiSTRiAMSM: Badminton Horae Trial* 
MOTOHCYCUNGr &n#i S^wbAeChom- 
pcnsrtp iowth round (Snettvton). 


Fashanuj. When you put it 
into that kind of perspec- 
tive ft" is only a football 
game. Tony Adams, Arse- 
nal's one-time heavy drink- 
ing captain, waxes 
pmosopHcal after sear- 
ing the Premiership title. 

• We recognise what 
champions are made of 
and after 10 straight wris 
you have to hold your 
hands up to ArsenaL They 
deserve our praisa Alex 
Ferguson, Manchester 
UrtitBdfc manager, shows . 
ffedousness after surren- 
dering the Pnamiership : 
crown. 


Photograph: Phi) O'Connor 

am good at My big ambition is 
to win a classic or a world road 
race championship.” 

Banesto ’s handlers have the 
skill and patience. Hunt has the 
qualities, and only time will tell 
if the met is right. 


WEEK 


# Falure ovar such a period 
is frraccusabfe arid cannot be 
explained by bad luck or 
chanca David Bernstein, 
Manchester City's chairman, 
apologises to the clubs fans 
for two decades of fagure that 
has left them in the Second 
Division next season 

• I've taken over as No r 
from possidy the gre a test 
player of aB time. John 
Higgins, the new wodcf 
snooker champion on 

reaching the top of ate : 
world rankings 
.•it was. awful 1 knew 
there was sometWna 


the Ukrainian whose oppo- 
nent, Spencer Oliver, un- 
derwent brain surgery after 
their European title fight 

•They must have the wffl 
to win, be desperate for 

success. Alec Stewa rt, 
England new cricket cap- 
tain. on the qualities Eng- ~ 
tend players must possess. 


A voice that 
takes off like a 
homing pigeon 


MY COLLEAGUE on oar 
sister paper, Peter Corrigan, 
came up with an elegant so- 
lution last weekend to the 
BBCs problem of who to use 
for the World Cup final, 
John Motson or Barry 
Davies: team them up, each 
doing one half as commen- _ 
tator, the other as analyst ■ 

It's an idea brilliant in its 
simplicity, the only possible 
drawback being the absence 
of a former player as “expert” 
witness. In most cases, this 
would be less of a handicap, 
more of a downright blessing. 
One or two managers - 
David Pleat, Big Ron, Ray 
Wilkins until the other day- 
are worth the airtime, but 
with one or two exceptions, 
players-turned-pundils man- - 
age to keep insight at bay with 
a boring, boring arsenal of 
platitudes and dichds. Back 
in the studio, Alan Hansen 
delivers, but he stands out 
from an uninspiring bunch. 

Pleasant thoughts about 
what the Barry and Motty 
Show might be like were pro- 
voked by watching the Uefa 
Cup Final (BBCl ), to which 
neither turned up, presumably 
giving their golden voice 
boxes a rest before France. 
Instead we had Jon Champi- 
on - unexceptionable but 
also unexceptional, tike most 
of his colleagues. It's not so 
much what he says - his 
account of Intemazionale's 
thumping win over Lazio was 
perfectly good, though be 
lacks Davies' consummate 
phrase-making and Motson’s 
eccentricities. It’s more to 
do with the quality of his 
voice. There's nothing un- 
pleasant about it, it's just 
that it's as about as distinctive 
asa Newcastle replica shirt in 
the Galiowgate End. 

The great commentators 
aren't held in the esteem they 
are just because of what they 
sity or the way they say iL As 
with great singers, the vocal 
textures themselves matter. 
Ttike the words “They think 
it’s a)l over. It is nowP imag- 
ine them being said by Clive 
Tyldesley. I rest my case. 

There was a classic exam- 
ple of unconscious racism 
during the Uefa Cup final 
from the otherwise benign 
Trevor Brooking, by the way. 
Matias Almeyda was sent off, 
not for the theatrics his name 
implies but for a nasty foul. 
“Not toodever," Broolting re- 
marked. “It’s the Argentinian 
coming out” Do the usual PC 
trick of substituting the word 
^black” for “Argentinian” and 
it takes on a different tone. 

Brooking s remark might 
have been less surprising 
coming from one of the un- 
deniably great commenta- 
tors, Brian Moore, who has 
never knowingly been out- 
jingoed. Moore’s last game 
be the World Cup final 

after which he heads for the 
golf course, and he was on 
The Sports Show (ITV) to re- 
ceive a few accolades. 

Vfe’ve all sometimes been 

aS ,f ,t t^ aSheUt,yMoo « 

- the blind patriotism, the 

failure to see things in front 
of his nose. -and given the 
Choice Of BBC or ITV have 
usually plumped for the for- 





CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


mer. But he’ll be remem- 
bered with affection, partly 
for the rich, booming quali- 
ty of a voice that at moments 
of high drama seemed to 
have a life of its own, break- 
ing free and taking off tike a 
homing pigeon. 

The Sports Show exhumed 
his BBC radio commentary for 
Geoff Hurst’s second goal in 
the 1966 Wbrid Cup final: “It s 
hit the bar!” roars Moore. “It 
must be in!” Wrong, as usual, 
but in his endearingly hammy 
way. “As biased as ever, as you 
can see,” be remarked back in 
the studio. 

This came during a debate 
on whether we should use a 
camera on the goal-tine, and 
Moore was of the old school 
- “the referee is right even 
when he’s wrong” - though 
a show of hands put him in. 
a liny minority. 

There's a lot of wrong 
thinking in all this, inciden- 
tally. Eamonn Holmes used a 
recent example of a disal- 
lowed goal that was over the 
line; if it had been -given,- he 
said. Barnsley would be.stay- 
ing np and Eveiton going 
down. But how does he know 
that? If that goal had been giv- 
en— Le. if history had been (fif- - 
ferent - then history would 
have gone on being different. ' 
Barnsley might have scored 
that goal then conceded two 
more themselves. Who’s to 
say? Tm with Brian Moore: it 
all evens out, so let the refer- 
ee ger on with it “AT die end , 
of it all, it's a game, ” he said. 
And though that’s hopeless- 
ly naive, it’s a sentiment you 
want to concur with. So what , 
if a pic’s share prices go down 
with their team? Tough. . ‘i 

Asked tbpidcout his great- 
est moment, Moore ptomped 
firs for foe 1989 Leagu e de- 
ader at Anfield I ind it was a 
classic of its itype^ ^-starting off 
with the roar o£ “Cha^mg .. 
through the midfieldT', the . 
level sustained for “Ifs’up for . 
grabs how!", the last word 
elongated into a dramaticarc. 
Then the -waves crashing 
against the rods: ‘Thomast 
Right at the end! An unbe- 
lievable cliniflrr to. the League 
season !” It's hot surpass in 
these post-modern times, to' 
fiud that his-woeds new adorn 
a T-shirt. on salerip andTdowff - 
file Holloway Road. Maybe 
ini havetoberrYtinl2Jaly- . 
Just for old tinjesTsakc. •- ‘ 
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The cross-country course must maintain a difficult balance, being designed to test the competitors' nerve, endurance and speed without endangering them 
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Hats off to heroic horses and rapid riders 


By Genevieve Murphy 

AFTER two sedate days of dressage, the 
Duke of Beaufort’s estate is ready to receive 
the masses. Some 250,000 spectators will have 
turned up for the four days of the Badminton 
HorseTtiais by the time that the £26,000 first 
prize is presented here tomorrow- and the vast 
majority will come for the huriy-buriy of today’s 
cross-country. 

They corner primarily, to watch intrepid hors- 
es and riders jump dauntingly testing fences that 
most of us would never consider tackling in a 
month of Sundays. Hugh Thomas, director and 


course designer, has no compunction about 
frightening the living daylights out of the rid- 
ers, but he is ever anxious to avoid hurting the 
horses. 

Badminton’s inaugural contest, back in 
1949, was prophetically called “The Most Im- 
portant Horse Event in Great Britain.” It was 
bom as a result of the dismal British perfor- 
mance in the Olympic three-day event of 1949, 
when it was held at Aldershot. 

Having watched the annihilation of the 
home riders, the last Duke of Beaufort decided 
to host an annual contest in which Britons could 
gain experience in the all-roimd test of dressage. 


speed, endurance, cross-country and show jump- 
ing.^ Tfen years later the present Duke (flien David 
Somerset) was runner-up on Countryman EL 

Badminton is now the greatest and the old- 
est three-day event in the world. It attracts all 
the leading international riders (the winners 
of the last four Olympic Games are compet- 
ing here this weekend) and it boasts an enor- 
mous outdoor shopping centre. 

The 288 trade stands, where you can buy 
everything from clothes to cookers, will have 
unloaded a huge quantity of goods over the four 
days. This morning wiD be particularly prof- 
itable, for regulars know that they have to ar- 


rive early on cross-country morning in order 
to avoid the traffic jams. What better than to 
breakfast here al one of the food stalls before 
going on a shopping spree? 

Thomas has no worries about this year’s 
traders failing to book for 1999. He already has 
a long waiting list of those who are eager to 
fill any vacancy. 

• Cbpies of these photographs - and any others 
by The Independent’s sports photographers 
David Ashdown, Peter Jay and Robert Hallam 
- can be ordered . by telephoning The 
In depend Kit on 0171- 293-2534. 

Yesterday at Badminton, page 19 
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1 Lingfield 1 


HYPERION 

2.10Mudalal 

340 Putuna 

2.40 Sherganzar (nb) 

4.10 ALBCOSTAN (nap) 

3.10 Blue Kite 

4.40 Shuhrah 


m- SURVFTOR^(a^(&1Ca*J^JOlJ*?j92. 

annb&je 


B0ISW S^pW)P(U (tend) R Harm 92. 


JtaEddayiB 94 
jlHugbaiit W 


■ Wtmtha^ftndlxarrtabierfBanYHtelnajmoaeMnBtamBBgrDLCWWffl- 


bfcek am write dtamonds, light bftm stamen and cap 
2S0M MUQBX0($8l(litaAJtek)Ajarvbai OSHBomrAtOW 


has the vote Sfw mastered tombing ftsa tatf « length on her 
tar in Saptenfaer and ran farti to Ffesftaog ki a Lt 
month on har only olher appearance Trigger Happy. 


QOMG: Good. 

STALLS: Straight courea - stands seta, tnif & imaf - rate; taOHOeyd -outnkta 
□SAW ADVANTAGE: Mgh renters usually best up to 7f 140yd. 

0 Left-hand, undulating course wrttfi a straight of 71 MOyds. 

• Courae a SE of town on B3Q2a. Station adjoins aw* ADMISSION: Ctob CIS; Ftan- 
*V Enetosvs 03. CAR PHRK: Cfcij £3. remainder {ran. 

• LEADING TRAHERS: M Johnston a wrt Horn 280 nmn fra** R Hannan 47-844 
(t$T*L Mis* G KoiWw*y 38-226 (68 %). S Dot M- 33G 

9 LEADING JOCKEYS: J Wtannr 82 mta from 384 ndas (21.4%), L Dettori 73-316 (231 
A Clark 71-577 (123%). D Holland 46-217 (512%). 

• FAVOURITES: 723 wins from 2J78 races (332%) 

BUNKEBED FIRST TWE: hmUalraay (240) 


£5,000 added 1m 2f Penalty Value £4,110 

09- COULTHARD Mil) paaasrj l*sPSy58 C — - 
PRMCESS BLSI (MS V OBrlan) D CTBnen 4 9 7 . 


JfFtataoS 


_G Qatar 11 


DM BRAVE NOBLE (USA) (15) fltekfexin AJLtaktam) ElXriopSflfl SHttenrih? 

8- LEGAL LUNCH piSA) (197) (AfegsdRartnarahipIP Mors 3 an WRStttawn* 

43- MUDALAL (ISA) pSS) (Hamdsi A1 Makmri) B Kb3 B it RtUeZ 

59M oisannqf ■ — 

e WHSTLETES 


|(l*sJat*ie Ottos) SDow3 Bn. 



TEST pM) (0 SuSwn) £Vtocris36tl 

3fl6 _ 


.JWa 


saws 

<TE PURSUIT (Mm AM Upted) S C 
WSEOnflMDBawS Wjo *38 


-R Day 10 


386.. 


>3 86— 


-II Roberta 1 
-J Reid 12 


B£ff7)0MDssnsyS WxxfeSSS 

(ffiCHD (MkJ llama & M Un) H Cad 386.. 


_T Quinn 3 


-RHnmcfiS 


— KMonS 


Madt menu grow aoom and cap 
SBM6 banmmqhau BLADE p3) (C) (Crown Sdsct) K hray B 13 


jwftTHs tight groan diamond, aia eMU and diamond on cap 

WM cyelqhe Bin in nn a 


Ji Retains 9i 


i Listed raca at Newbury **5*"*’? 

moral t*i nor ««jr on icx *jm. ■■ i»r" 

m whan they — ralhbrf and —rente to Mereteaart Doncaster to October: a wed p* 
bana»«sf1h«finaiaiawhanyanninail»nrteandaqwrtaraKlmdSta«^Nwnw« 

in Nownteron har ortyrthar start SM wi retell every yam lot 

tar a>«av c^riH tha 38) ghond cancMakn. Setactton: BB5T0L CHANPE. 


0 Xt B’SOta CYCLOfffi (23) ip} (BE) {Seism Bri Ctoaidv) BHfc8 8 HHfel 106 

dmkbtaa, rod opm^cDm&Kts on sleeve dart bkje cap, rvd diamond 

WB Af*CHERED(S}(MaTPBuTn)0Bs*ortfi8B K Mon 3 ID* 

«rf. vefiow stars, rewf Woe stows, royal cap. yeBmrvua 

KiIauacmraMcM 


I ^IQ l COLOROLL DERBY TRIAL STAKES (GROUP 3) 


IUaCAmB«*taJaJfflOTBta)d«)Da»orti88 NP0MA17 9? 

brown, ivMe hoop and sAswes, quartered cap 

145- tWmJMKWArpa^fDJ^AJCfaxtttlHCtirkrtSB T SfWka 15 OT 

w«ta, reyal bb» chavnan, ehewons on ataavsA >acf cap 
23-1 NXCTSHOTf«g<JC9n*aiBta*ig87. 


purpki, 8ght ttue chsvron, Bgfit &uo cap 
MM LORD LEfTBIAHT (23) ^ighdnc Raon^ M Bd 8 7 


Matin DHjar 13 IDS 
II Faffloo 4 10B 


tight blue, dsrfc blue armfats, cf&rk bkw cap 
T435- CARBON Ctt3){D) 9 R Ctrt^ Lady Herrtas B 3 


J. Dettori ZD 97 

dark blue end yoBto/ diamonds, taAwfslMWf 

NUCLEAR QQA3E (USA] (2B(JRCheelB0 Me JRvnatanB 5 DHotada 

B&ttUue, dark hlue aoema, rad cep. dark blue spots 


OT1-0 BS»^p^p)iWyt*HdSla?H/wre&tng8*- 


no 

A CM 12 97 


(CLASS A) £50,000 added 3YO 1m 3f 105yds 

223-6 ACH8JLBft7)(A U ita 9 lrtBi i BtionBCNUttii«Xtai67 — --JWeaw S Kg 

dtalr Uu9, wMt atom, choron* on sfaavaA «tafc blue ca^ wftm w 
6 B 2 ALflOOaDUI{235WW^*>«ri«^B»» fl7 - — RMel 116 

• ,yij t**, *t*a apouXXt, striped cap 

0343 BANKS Ui a OW I (ffi) W pr F S B Oaoi 3 Wads B 7 JHARra 81 

wNb.irtolmmnnWtluethB*x.nidc*> 

40&3 nnSHWOCWB 1 fl7] (LonlHao*^l3n)M Ja ntefl 7.- PBobfca«4 93 

«»- Dettori 2 791 

XMon61TO 


wMa Bght bkm eftewen and steams, black cap 
0*01-0 SOLO SPIRIT pmD) (Mai HatnpevBJJanlansB 3- 



ZS-1 OMtatag CMa( 50-1 Bentar 


_JF^w2 S3 


dartr bfcjo and write dtarntvxta. MWari staavaA ** blue cap 
saw cwa^MMoqiB^DWiitar&MJiMsrWNCM^BS-JtaiieMayta as 

royal Mu* orange cBsc, oranga and royal fi*» striped sleeves and cap 

201-00 LEGS BE RBJOUT (8) W E8AHK Ftadn^ K MoAdtfe 8 2 HRreoctll 

dark btoe and aomU groan (quartved}, hoopodi 
22H1-3 SUPRBIE ANGEL ($) (iMtUmod ( 


1118 


)MM«gvit]m81 AWhatan7 88 

Mam; yeBaw cto^beus, yoOom rimes, Wacfcarmtets. red cap 

05-545 BLUEKTIEfS [T Chita) N Utawtan 7 H R UoOen (3) 14 KB 

mj«# bkM, yoOo* am chawona on dsns* retjita btaa capt yaflOw aaa 


3405-1 nOJA(cq(D)(M8CieodTUeTil. 


BEmNO: MAflaooeian,a-1 nghAMMSedl 
Daeny 

«BT: Star PaCtach B7 Pd Eddery 54 tar (J DirtofU tkan « 5 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

Henry CecB. who won Ha with SWdrei (KOI Darby rfetar SBp Anchor («**_. 
our 096Q and Legal Hd («Jl trie* agwi. ttia tam wWtSrttajv. A«nrt«reDwby 
Mdor SJtatay Hetfita out o* ftendi data winner Rafta, Sadan is wicWMftddtar wm 
runs - owar (he extended seven hare In August and a ntta and a quarter at Bon lonws 
return - and the atap-upki trip wlauM. Ehan aa HH3W-R1SE looks a better propOOToa 
TteMIbyLicaQeTMiriiorwanWawllhadi Be taJentdiialDart^ifctnrrianiM*."?^- 
tho eetanirn aka haa a VQ par cant reootd after am Jwanfa rw antf ona tffetwm 


. 1141 Lesal Umcb, 6-1 WHaUa TW, 7-1 Qg Btijwt 


bkmand orange (quartend). orange steaves. Mtte « 


GST- Sdant* 3 8 n Prt Eddery b«b fa* (R Chattel) taaen (Q O ten 
FORM GUIDE 

Legal Lunch, beaten a couple of lengths by Zaya at Doncaster at the end oflast sea- 
son on h>s only outing, and Big Buyar, a se ven an d a had-length lourth oM3 to Stas. 


Key Service at Nowtjuy three weeks a9> an his cMwt. appear the pkta at thoaa to have 

raced biff Ota can go to Harry Casts newcomer SCORPION ORCHID. The Casrtoon 
Ay, an B%235D00gns prnhssa, is from good vrimor-produdrig mere Nagkanc* dam ol 
NegigBnt (smart iuvenla ol G09 and thW n tf» IflOO CUne«) and good slayer Ala ttxrek. 
She is owned h partnafehp by Mra Jt9m Magnier and Mchoal tsfiot who canted off last 
weeKs 2jOOOGUneas with King Ot Wnga. Setocttac SCORPION Cm® 


BETTMB; 6-1 Epeom Cydane, H9 Hagic, Sumyoc. HM Lotd Lieteemot, Nadear Dabda, Ho- 
ja, 11-1 OtariMn. 12-1 Cvboo, MghtSbot, 14-1 Apacba Red, BJua lOto, im oO me 
G97: %udonb^ 5 « 0 Cbie OTM x>-i 9 m 

SURVEYOR, successful hi two ol He last three starts in 1997 - war couse and dstancs 


and at Kempton (nursery) - finished four lengths ctear oftha third wtxjn navilng Jmmy 
Ifao to ttwao-quartBrs of a I 


br inmsosrunoaausn as a wmay kit uacia jura/ ai« « omt w r^T. ^zL 

n» wtt ate be wel at home awr todays longer joumay Afcoostan s vMher ante 
net waB Mowing hte neck defeat tw 2000 Guineas third Bonlw Aitoia who was 
3Bi, in thaFeBdan States (Im 11) attrie Craven mealing. The eon wSabrdG was a ua^ 
tel and uo n ri el a nl tw^yeaMtat his two wins hctecfcig a Latod mta heat te Goodwood 


l length at Chaster h batwew. WHfi John DurtopS stable do- 
ing so wel thta season, the lack ol a race In 230 days shoufd not be a prabtem and the 


but he tart so stoutly bred as Hgh-Rtae or Sadan. AcNBas, placed in aBtar )»«»5e 

rin *mi Wfh a unmMn. whan onm Hi A tanntfts St DoncaatUT OH ha IB- 


son oflycka not arty has Pal Eddery In the ssddte but a favourable high draw Epsom 
Cydcno’a numbor one draw a ralhar otl-puttinQ but ha taa usefcitypa going hat Dorj- 


struckform with a wangeanca when scoring by eta fengths- . 

ha dew ol thnHUacad Dancteg cfie* tea third whan a langft- 


2^0) 


HSBC INVESTMENT BANK HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,750 
added 3YO 1m if Penalty Value £5,711 
3 EB-e WUXI VENTURE (14) (Dr F S B Ctatfl S VlltadsB 7 N Day A 


caster on his return and faten by less than a length to gwe a atom to Rioja (taawn tax 
today] at Newmarkat - LoTd Uautanant | 


tumandhewas m 

and^riiaH runner-up bahind hot Kwourite The QtawWonn at Epsom andthat 
beatanorVyntoeatyGufandnlueadaytiChssterttesa. Setectton: HB3H-RISE 


3C-C3 B6XAHMS8tLE(14)(RCCVBata DOBpp(l94_ 


OS- OBERCWSIIBnW,(Z42)(LanILbyd-IMba)HOac(03. 

2223 HflDflH (11) (Hamdan W Mattwta P VWw|n 9 3 

0302-0 QREBI JACKET (20| JCammnJJ Du*p 8 0— 


-JRtad8 


..KMon2 

-RWtalO 


l(Ckawn tour) a length and threo-qiBrtera terther 
acktft In tohd. Epsom Cydona 3b batter In wttti Rida but 4ti worse with Lord Lieutenant, 
might just about prow the pick of the trio this Ume. Howevet HM Magic ndas a bigger 
three! ihsn baBv A Bath (maiden) vdrow last term, HG Mage taeshed a remote fifth ot TB 
behind ruiaway winner Dim Oats at Hampton on (is remit - De w re ra. Solo Spirit and 
Legs Be Ftandty suventh. ntitft and 17Kt However; Hi Mage was ought dose home 


4.40 


MILCARS CHARTWELL STAKES (Listed) (CLASS 

A) £16^250 added SUes 7T Penalty Value £1 0»40G 


32062 SUPHtCAL (8) (CD) (CaledoriBi Raaig Socety) D B»o8i 4 9 7 — SDroma7110 
dark bAie; vMta cross-belts, checked efaaves and cap 

tern- niicaAWEps2j(gp)(CL£eWDBsvw#i5S3 Ta*»4ioo 


1-1320 GSA1AIANO (5) (Cdocrtr. Wxr Racnig M Ulffxxisj 3 XL. 
own mSHSHWRVriG (A SHataesilB Meehan B12L 


-T Oaten 5 


and twatan a neck by fastfinisMng Sheltering Sty te a field of 29 ta Newmartw a week 
1 oM7 behind tab 


222-0 WI5nQUEDnEMi(Stq(mfecSad)RQiaribn8ll 
65556 SH8QANZAR (Q (A Sctawu) R Haimcn 8 V 


-WRSah*um3B 
Jkt Eddery 11 


ago Nuciaar Debate, a good third of tr behtecJ Island race at TNrek last month on his 
first appearance tanor a fwoontFo-haWanolh fifth of 17 to DemoRion Jo te Nawnaritat 
te October. Selection: SURVEYOR 


*P Murphys 98 


yrtimt, fight bftre epautats and sjaavee. wMaeR) 

006*4 PATSY GfWB (11) (D)(JKQinetaJSMocra 693 

Bgttt blue and manga anipaa. orange slaBvaa 

3*313 H0HCHII«ftD(DFAM4l<8el3a9 JB0 “ Z 83 


0433 CHRYSOLITE ps)(B^ (A DSheaflBHb 8 7. 


433 MANSA MUSA (Zl) (Suicy Lamlrc&xst M Chsmon 83. 

-Ill' ' 


-DaneQ’NettT 

.H HKsB 


-ANateayl 


3.40 


HAVANA HORSE OAKS TRIAL STAKES (Listed) 
(CLASS A) E2WM0 added 3VD Wes 1 m 3r 106yds 


BETTING: 93 Oberontl Umdi 5-1 taW Itariure, 7-1 tadbn Mtesfle, ItadUi, 8-1 Gram Mat, 
Nbsbque Dream, CtaysofBe. 10-1 others 

1937 Suppty And Demand 8 5 K Fstaai 74 tar [G L Moore} tawn (3 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MUSmotlE DREAM, runnenup te har three starts ei 1997, wtt be s l ra igh ter lor har open- 
ing outngwtrenimplacad aganst The Downtown Fbx on tasting grourxl at Leicester last 
month and can open har account with Pat Eddery back on bored. Eddery was on bmhteh- 
way when he finished unplaced » Ttansla at Bnnrtey and &ian Meehairii charge sisa 
IMtiad wel baati at Warwick on he return batore tha t Sfl. he dd win at Goodwood 
si September and could pose a threat ei the flret-iime btataere and with Walter &mnbum 
booted. Even so, Mustama Dream might haw most to tear (ram top-waightod Wind Ven- 
ture, who got off the mark at Ripen on his reappearance and chased home Ftcrazr at 
tour lengths at Sandown, when Indtan WesHa (tto batter It) was three and a htef lengths 
bade n thini OtMRNiV MkMbttl, sr Ns M ftandeap after batag ptaaod fit tfw test two 
of three races as a two-year-cki. and Menaa Musa, ighdy need and another in thta 
typed heat far than first tine, are other possHties. O alacdon: MUSTKXJE CREAM 


OF TnGGSt HAPPY (188) (RWhbggns] M Johnston Bit. 
emarakf] 

W 


ICmeB2 89 


Igraaa red afftpe, Aataol steevao, enrerak/ green and red stripad cap 
BRISTOL CHANNEL (190) (BFKKAtxUahlBI-feB 8 DHoM3 89 


green, pMc sash and cap, white afaeves 
4B2 HADAYKfll) (Hamdan A1 Itemin) PWtawyndB- 


-RHBsIKB 


B 


royal blue, wrote epaulets, sniped cap 
33-1 PUTUNA(n)(RHkteri)IBri(fngB8. 


-MMwts6 89 8 


6 


fight due and orange dtamonOa, Bght blue sieavas. tight blue cap, orange star 

» SNMAALfMqffitSoite^SaBacfbn&ioorSa L DetaaM 97 

royal blue 

3400 WTTUOUSfqiChBHBlGyPekStKfi HSioutaBB .WR&nMnmS 96 


nnl black chevrons, white sleeves, bisck amdsta, white cap 

22T1- BtHTEWAH (USA)(19<8 (Hxndan AIMtWan^ R Affmfrcog3 89 fas 5 103 

rayd Wire, whfia. epaufsCs, striped cap „ 

(®EAMDNOW(USA) nhatuaNbredOxpaakrt CBr#Bh385FtealEdd«ry9 - 

flg« green and rvfrte stripes, Bght green cap 

846 NANOUaSCABrS) (Ttirioe Tharau^tnsfeJRMsnw 3S5 P*Ertr*wy3ia 

emsraW green, yi*ow stripe, yatto* cap _ 

TO- SKUHRAH (USA) (217) (Godddin) Saoed bn SUOO( 3 8 5 LDlttai8fl2 

4®6 SPECIAL TREATPfl (Che«el^rParttSMfiGVtagg385 BHHsIKH 

rwt write sash, royal blue cap 
-9risckreri- 


TOTE SPRINT HANDICAP (CLASS B) E5CMXK1 |7I 
added 3YO 6f Penalty Value £36,638 ABM 

Tunes 

1K00- H/W PRINCE (203) (OWSheptBig liChamon97 TOtauS SB 

darkbluo. whUaanm on alaana and cap 


rad. white sash, royal blue cap 
-Bdectared- 

BETT1NG: 7-2 attaoail, 44 Bristol CbamcL 8-2 Hadayft, Pntuna, Yhtnoosa 5-1 Trigger Happy 
W. Cnan Of LigN 8 8 0 Paste 113 (M Stouts) dawn (4 S ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SMmaal Mshad two lengths dear at Virtuoso whan they ware second and Otari to hot- 
pot Ashraatet (who had the advantaged a previous racoon thetr debuts at Hawm a rk o t 
in August Ghinaal who (kipped te fourth when market loader for Rambtaig Raso's race 

arty™SwTh ttte^sl^^taMito passwdoMi^nrti^nmBb^ntelangSta when un- 
ptacad to Mctes^t Liw to the Pretty My Stakes on Sunday. Pu&ma.ihfdtobothju- 
vterie nm got hona by a neck from Aicovia at Epsom on her reappearance but that 
tarn took a knock whan too nmer-if) fktahed wel batten in Vtodnasdayfe Cheshte Oeka 


BETTWG: 1-1 Sbutmta, 7-2 KhteyaB; M M Hoh CM NBn, 7-1 Nanoutataa, Spactal Iteta. 

8-1 LUCtaka, 25-1 often 

G97Si«wcta3B5FUBMayfr1 (D Bsworta) drawn W 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SHUHHAH. who went to tet tana m last term, can mpaatlhefaaL The Godotphin lay, 
iriio gained thta win at Ascot in July defeating M on chance Ashraokal a length are! a 
halt fttebed tetadntoa to Cape \ferd to tte Grotto TVvoLgwthardYbrk txir wound up 
with a third to Name Of Law in Listed company at NenwnaiteL With the Ktaoa Miming 
with Cape Vtrd ato Fa^q to Newmarket on Suibay Shuhrah is tarty to be to good sh^e 
tor har reaopeteanee. She can oonfim Newmarket torn wfift tottoh Nanouanka who 
has three lengths to find but cornea hare el the batter far her Net Gwyn abetf of seven 
behind UQOO Gdmes faurtii Cloud Cesbe, beaten three and a half lengths Farit of the 

ottm coUU be DMayear, who landed the last two dtou’ races at two - the teteta whan 

overcoming tratote in ronntofl to beat Special Thtet half a Iwiflth at Doncataarin i Otto- 
by. Se le ct ion: SHuhwh 


Beverley 


BETTING 11-4 Carouse, 5-1 Opportune, 5-1 Ctadshed, Join* 7-1 Snh>- 
gfaAfa s-1 Curgre»Deflg«. KM SSaat ftkta. 14-1 atom 


.SBsndnB 


HYPERION 

2.20 Opportune 2J50 Euro Sceptic 3.20 Mov- 
ing Arrow 3^0 Bolshoi 420 Just Dissident 4J50 
Non Vintage 


o £nl LA FEMME LADY AMATEURS HANDh 
I CAP (CLASS F) £3,000 added 7f 100yds 


S 00*30 BBI GUNN (2t) (D) P Vbkvjn 60 0- 
11 65041 TWK FOR A POUND (22] (D) 4 Gto*er4Ba ..Jftrrfana 18 
tt D6GXJ CSM4(P8)(Q(D) EAMai48C GDutfckU 


1 35230 BUXMNaAUAZNG (2q(CBF)JL&ie4'n7 J3bra Jana*15 

2 3*0000 QADGEftZ) (D) ABafey711 2 lfc»BGatebocm(S)TT 

3 K044 BARHES80f1S(tJ) CFartuta4 t)T3_JteCWataR»B)6 


O 00436 QHEY KMGtXMl (7] (C)MBriHaki7812 — D Mamagfa (I) 10 

tt 55050 MDfUM A)IVUsS0r>48ff T G UcLaogUb IB 

S 65000 BOLUNl 


0 4SDD- RNERTERN(22fl)(n JMBndiy59 0 C LoeOier (3) 10 

12 (KUO S«WAT»HALlfl r (7)(D)BWiiiyfl8 0 Ohara 4 

13 00003 RIM LAD (12) (P)JJ Oast 4 8t> JLom 6 


GOING: Good STALLS: Iraida. DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh tar SI 

• Right-hand gatopteg cousa with vary stiff 5t 

• Course imW of town on A103S AQMtSSlON: Ctub C14; Tat- 
tereafis £9 (OAPs E6): Slver Rng £3 (OAPB E2J; Oaurse E2 (GAPs 
£150); Ffanic area £2 per cac £2 par person CAR PARK: Flea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: J Berry Q-1C (17%). Mrs J Ramsdm 16- 
tB t&7%l Mrs M Ravelay 12-tM (12%V M W Easterby -n-171 pA%) 
M LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dailey 48-22S (226%), J F&rtUM WB2 
(82%) R Cochrane »44 (205%), A CtArene 9-113 (B«). 

• FAVOURITES: ZV-558 (376%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME Bin fsa (VlBOred, 233) 


2 

3 1404* EWWES80 (1^ (D) C Farttisl 4 « a. J*re C Wabvns (5) 6 

4 OtOH- SUYOtUWHG (263)AP Jonee410‘S— JMiaVllbuil(7)12 

5 40604 MABYLffiONE (IBM® JRsre*n4 DO JCwERaiadan4 

6 35445 HYBOTYE W W R Brefiren 5 10 9 Mbs R Bsstaun (7) 7 

7 BtOO 8£ WARNED Ct ) (D) J Brace 7 1)0 LptaiPanreSV 

8 14210- HJROSCS»lfcp20|(Ctq(BF)TEaslBrtiyeD7 

JttwADanM(3)1GB 

9 QD5D- TlAALpMMHttnnndBVl. Mr9AHan»af(7)5 

D 20666 MH CUBE p) (P) J M Brafey 89 C___.Ctatre Bryeo p) 1 B 


ANKfiq(t»TEiHtertjy6B8 TtMteMt? 

S GZOO BR0CnJNEQ0U)p2)(f 


11 0040- SAINT ALBERT (2«2)P\ , . 

U 506300 HOLDBMESSQRLtM) MnJOaai505 JfiteHVNtete'IS'M 


(CO) Mrs M Rntaoy 7 6 4 J* Qtaona 5 

17 40000 JACKRUSH&2)(tl)BRoftKl4B2 HY««WBn(S)14 

« fl-BD BOLD FAITH p3) "0 (BF) W tes*n 5 7 13 . .DNa Shear; H 
n 00500- MURPHYS GOLD (203) (CO) R Fahey 77 to — S Maloney 9 

_ i m i 1 jii ))(] __ 

Mttnun irebAt nt mb. Due AsnoSap im^Atar Murphy* Sitfwaiji 
BETTING: 7-1 Ttm Fw A Pound, 6-1 Mgbt Of Gtau, 10-1 FtenBy Man. 
tHBafi WMgh, Xytera, Ben Gam, Grey Ktegdeni, 12-1 othere 

IRWINS HAVE BUILT rr STAKES (CLASS 
C) £10,000 added 5f 


3.50 


14 00000 SWYNF0RD DREAM (H)(0) JHalhsitil 58 8_JI Cartels 8 

6 034-00 EMNGBMAN(7)MWBnlerty3B7 GPwtdnW 

C 21-33* JUSmSSDBfT(7t)P)RWMter683_DaanMciGaHl20 
17 30004 WLiHMSlM3J.{n(D)MWEB9tai>f483.SFtaraanre(7)8B 

■a 00600 SIORYimat (7) p M Doth 4 8 1 DtaeGbUilCV 

B 20400 CASDONNHffl (7) T EEBtiby 580 LCtamacfcllB 

20 02000- DOWNBLE (2>7) (CO) T Ea3tertry 6 7 11 DWrigW7 

-aodMind- 

tHrmrum might Tar Mb. Tm tereSato "•!)«*: OonriKte W8Ei 
BETTING: 7-1 Doufate Oscar; 5-1 Ron Led, 10-1 Damn, Jest Bob, 12-1 
Vbang Bfawte, Rss wi dawca. BroadtaMs Beenty. Mango Part. Just 
DbslrtenV WBBsm's WsO. Cmknmaui 14-1 aOwre 


O 3*300 BREEZED WaLp3Z)(C)KlMya»e9E-HBalNQaren(E) 13 
INFI1AAJ(63) SQo«rtp693 Itbs E Wright (7) 2 


PADDOCK BAR SELUNG STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 3YO 1m 2f 

1 464540 BK BtA (11) &J Scarpa 12 JReinfag3V 


2.20 


U 601040 

E 66000 W0RYQARDBCWjMasdby4B3Jtens¥a ta iSMi(i)11 
fi QffiOO 6SfAPE(0)MM593 MHifOteBeiif(7}9 


V 40040 ZMfMN(42)(CD)JMBoAiy793.JSnniAaBidtamp)a 
-17 declared- 


1401-0 YA MALAK (7) (CD) D Ntehols 7 9 1) AlnGraawa2 

00206- ALMATYB1B1 (0) WMuir59B KDwkrj4 


4.50 


0003* CAROUSE (3S) (BF) MOitnion 812 . 


.JRxttneiS 


MrinunrabUrteftah 7h» nailer StoapaW Zahon 8statx 

iS-lMl ‘ — - - 


00 DOCKLAND EXECUTIVE (9) BMcMrih 8 tLJJecta O'Shee 9 
FURTNSIHISK Ms HHbtar 6 12 J1We4 


BETIVIG: 0-T Matylebane, 6-1 BtosmtogABMihig, Euro ScapBc, 7-1 Bar- 
raatao, 6-1 Gadge, 10-1 Hybotye, Be Waned, 12-1 others 


00206- ALMATY (218) (0) W Muir 598. 

6203- MDMGHT ESCAPE (I8B(P) CWW5 96 SSsrxtaral 

33H) B&fOPSCOURTpi)(0)Pr)tesJteredtn48D~JFu*i»B 

00500 BOLSHOI (7) (CD) J Barry 6 310 .CLnwtfwr (3)6H 

04340 VENTURE CAFTIAUST (21) D Ndiofe 9 B 10 F Norton 3 

-0 declared ~ 

BET7W& 11-1 « Itetak, >1 MkUgtt Eacape, M Bbfrops Conri, 5-1 
Bolshoi, 11-2 Aboef^ 8-1 Ventura Oftatabt 


GADIES PAINTING HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4,000 added 2m 35yds 


21DG N0UFW8 p4){D)pF) RHotataiaad 78 t)-A McCarthy 017 
0S40 ABOUT (19) P)JL Hera 9 96 RWfaaton6Rl4 


52653 MONDRAGON (3S) (CO) Mm MRevBteyS 96 — A Cuban 13 

4 63260- ASTHOUNE5 (J43) FM«phy493 Dm ttMan 10 

5 0031-3 CHAiaaNGADHRAL(Iia)M9ASMta*580U3DtateH9 

6 20532 AHSA1G (39) PCterer4813 JFatawlB 

7 03036 SW» r TW/0' (7) K Hogg 4 S C ^ RLapptot2 


00603 OPPORTUlC(12)CAGn1h812 DattlUcKaoen12 

0 PERSIROORM (31) R Bastenan 8 V. GDoBddl4 

600-0 STRATEGIC AR (19 EWsymas 8 C K Derby 7 

ALMOST GOT IT J Rates 07 DHantawlO 


O on I ROTHMANS NORTH SOUTH HANDICAP 
I (CLASS D) £6,000 added 1m 100yds 


X5n WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
™ £6,000 added 5f 


2650 HH3HFHajJFlZZ(i2j(BF}CFartus68® — LChamock? 
9 500-0 JUCtaBM(iqJfteR»489. 


JL&IB5100 .KDaifay12B 

Blfathwrit *“ ‘ 


343M QCREHB) (32) N Trtder B 7 

O 00050 DQUBLEAPREALM)MsGRus87 
t 00645 DURGAMS 0HJGHT (33) B *tonay8 7 — 
e ooo IOMECE (89) J L Hants 8 7_ 


..LCbBmxfcSV 
— SGandareBV 
-GRartta 11 


_A Catena B 


D 06664 JOUFIUE(12)JWtelwltf*B7 AMcCattyRI 

M 60004 SILENT PRIDE (12} U Usher B7. JRMta{7)2 

-Ml 


1 0-lttl NIGHT OF GLASS (7). ^ 

2 05006 ISUSfS CONSUL (7) (CO) BAxhMtaSBG 0Pwn2 

3 60050- MOIflNQ ARROW (231 ) (D) Mes S Hal 7 9 ® J) McKeowi IB 

4 51000- FAMttYMAN(J79)(m JPtnshaH586 DHorrt«n7 

a 0-0*6 WETMAHrS WHGH(7)RrtlfinriBad5 96A McCMqr (3)8 

6 0406 XYLBI (USA) (21) (1^ J Gosden 7 9 2 A Garth 3 

7 00040 SHALAAL (USA) p51) M Chapnw4 90 — S Carson (7) 13 

B 42160 JEDI KNIGHT (7) (DJ M WEasfei£y490 XOnRsckM 

9 46-00 ROYAL RESULT (7) (D) M WEasterbyS 90 TLactal 


006-0 OAAWE (9) (D) J Gkwr 7 00 
DOUBLE O 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

B 

9 -3*120 MIMQO 
0 06000 GOfETSK)(7)tCD) 


SD 

DNchols5V0 JVNdnto 


« 03006 ARUNSmr(3l9(CI9JL^ira7Q7. 
It 9500- SUJU0(J418) MFei085 


.DHtBTta002 
JC Darter 4 V 


9(7)19 B 
Dewy 13 


5 B 00640- E5 GO (17flRBatanan584. 


.JFanDhgll 

D Wright 6 


223031 DOUBLE OSOVR ( 

OHO IBIHiHJCS) (D) (EBP) MOBrnon4 9D. — 

00601 YOUNG BKWIG (7)P) DChapnrei4BB ACtahmaTT 

aMBO HAWAALNASA1IAAT(5) M Brittm 6 9 9 ~-D Marnagb (7) 2 

3*061 PHEfflfT CHANCE (SgSMAteorM 98 LMairisoM 

34B BR0AD6WRS BEAUTY (26) nDShwB95-RWInten(^ IV 

46630 JU8TB0B(15)(D) SKtattoMl994 P Radoricka (7) M 

PARK (12) (D) Ms J ftamsdai 4 B » — JRatniS 
(CD) N Titer 5 93 On Unite 3 


0 00601 KUMMARrVRAQRLf5)(QJ1telBBB84PH).QBatteefl1B 
1* /ZB0- RANGER SU0AIC ( JM) (0) G Fteto 683 JfCmtebS 


6 OOMO- NON VMTAGE (J26) M Otaomai 7 6 3 ,_.EC«Soa [7)8 

“ CD)RBate 


fi 40041 BLACXICEB0Y(12)(CD)nBa9&ran7a2-CCagei(7)15B 
17 00006- SRA LUE (J177) Ms S Larryn sn 5 7 10 ((Kennedy 5 

Ukmua miglc W lOto True handcap waj^as: Spa Lane 7» 9fn 
BETTING: 6-1 MoRkagon,7-l ArWg, lUnemrtyra GW. 10-1 Nretei, 
Charming Artotaai, Hitfifiakl Ftaz, Jbcteda, Black ks Boy; IM othere 


Hexham 


HYPERION 

2.00 Mo , sBoy2^Donnybrook3L00Wood-rto- 
Ing 3.30 Slaught Son 4.00 Roman Outlaw 
4.30 Ham N’Eggs 5.00 Stylish Interval 


GRANT WILLIAMSON NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E} (DIVIJ) £2^25 added 2m 

5001 .MST HUSH (10) (D) R (ban 5 9 1 A Dobbin 


2.30 


3.30 


GOING: Good (Good to Firm In piacea) 

• Left-hand, undulating courea Ffan-m of 250yd. 

• Course e an S of Hexham. ADMISSION: Ckjt £9: Paddock 
£6 (QAPs C4J. CAR PARK: Flee 

• LEADING TRAWStS: L Lungo 22-80 (2SB%), G M Moore 'B- 
77 {3*7%L J H Johnson 14-101 (139%X M Hartmond 7J-83 (718%) 

• LEAJWNG JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 2M0 puw* P Nhn fitt CB6«i 
N Bentley 12-35 (343%) T Read 12-87 (138%). 

• FAVOURITES: *4-432 (38%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


2 00063 BAOTEXBOY(14) CGani51l0 .JCafadhan 

3 FmJPF DANTES AMOUR (48) BEfcOJ 7 V0 Btenteg 

4 33P042 D0NNYBRQ0K (26) RWoodiaEe5 11 0 LWyar 

5 moo reOLETON (14) P Beamort 5 11 0 RGwiMy 

00 PORTBI PADDY (1(?LUfigo6 HO RSI*** 

35 ROBSMAR PS) Tte S Snrth 5 11 0 JttMtataaonP) 

OP SHARQANIE (19) J Jsfteson 5 ti 0 ECaflatfan 

P BETTYBHOOK (19) J Qouldng 7 T) B XJohnren 


CONSETT CHRISTMAS NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m If 

1 A54-P ABBEY LAMP (51) tesa l ftrsata 8 11 2 -G Lai 

2 30P65P BABY JAKE (ajJHomd Johnson B 11 2 ASSreHi 

3 -1PW2 BARUAROfi (47) (D) Msa L Russel 9 TI 8 MFntaar 

4 6Q00P BRANB8BYIMISTB)p1] PBeamrt7H 2 R Supple 

5 S444U CROFTON LAKE (7) (C) J Cbon 63 11 2 RlicGreOip) 

6 FPPf CUMBBtLAND GAP (728) J H Johraan 7 it 2 — E CaBeghan 

7 040444 raojD6RA»BLffl(1flH Johnson 7V 2 KJotaaon 


-12dactand- 

BETT1NG:M Roman Outtew, 3-1 Into The Black, 5-1 Hand Of Strew, 6-1 
GteAtawtMHM Lodge. MM Mr VlbB. 14-1 otfrara 


4.30 


8 F-PPPP RJREVSt SHY (81) K Lanto 10 h 2 — 

9 55505U RQSARA (7) (C)M Barnes SHE 


0066 CHANTUY ROSE (IQ Mas H & bwb 6 1) 9 AS Shift 

F»W ®iEW Storey 5 10 9 R McGrath (3) 

0 NAUGHTY FB3JNGS (86) WlfcKBOwn4 UB.JtaG L*e(7) 
-12< 


B P/FF-P SAFETY IW7DR(Ut9D Alter ®h 2- 
11 228-PP SHAWNELL (70) J Chariton 11 H 2. 


G Loft (7) 
Steytorp) 
.JJ Bartley 


_B Storey 


IAN STRAKEH HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4,000 added 2m 110yds 

SF443 SHBBNG B7GE (8Q (CD) T Eeaterby 6 11 fi LWyar 

-W300 HGHBA7K (84) (□) MraMRntaeyQltB GLaa 


232*3* HM1NEGGS 
333R5 BOLD 
U4Q30 PAPARAZZO (40) (CO) G M Mocra 7 h 3. 


(CO) M Nsnrond 7 11 8 -MrC Bmter V 
(6Q GM Motreail 5 J CatajgaB 


Q/348 ANOTHER RBI (218) (D) W Rav 10 V fi.H McQRah (1) 
4228=4 FBWt£ADBt(7)CGtet8t)1t- — — RGanteyB 


BETTWQ: IM Damybraak, 4-1 BtoteBoy,B-1 Raianai rw JaatHuft, 
10-1 Prater Paddy. 16-1 PendWon, Stadarta, 20-1 othere 


12 /44304 SHEARS STALKS (21) (C) Me ASwitank ® 11 2 J! 

O 1-PP3P 5JWGLESOURCWG (*3) AWtrtans7 11 2 HI 

It 2742-1 SUUMTSON(16)(P)irbtuTtarfi1>2 BHarritog 

fi U03330 UP FOR RANS0UE (62) Mra A Naushfan B it 2 DPater 


2.00 


GRANT WILLIAMSON NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (D/V I) £2,925 added 2m 

1 G5P2S TM7WBVOMT (86) T Eetaaitay 6 it 6 LWyerB 

2 300 BRANCH B40 (68) J Ctiartoi 6 11 0 _.„B Storey 


3-00 


3 WPS CH»WmC(Jff/JV**y8’’0 R McGrath £» 

4 KRMTrHYMssRBrerte5110 ADotbta 

5 0-603 MOS BOY (T(fl Mrs S Srtto 7 II 0 SPonttp) 

6 54-030 OUAHANDY MAN (43) J Oertson 7 TI 0 KJohnaon 

7 PP2060 SNOOTY ESHHO (28) J Heldene 6 11 0 ASSnfti 

8 /FITPO TARTAN THXJY (B) W Heed 8 h 0 .T Reed 

9 5006 THE OTTER HALF (17) L Urea 8 II 0 Mr B Gibson (7) 

O-fFWD i4UiRBBCK(26)JGouktag3 08- 1 Cooper (7) 

V P BUTTH1NUTSAL(10)DLant)7fi9 J Burke 

fi 355* PffiASAHTS DEUGHT(14) Ms M Revefey 8 D 9 __ .P Mwai 
13 BOP TtMTSHAN(64GVmie4fiB SMakoMp) 

-13 - 


PENSHER SECURITY DOORS SELUNG 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m 

7 33PIP1 MnWMJCW(Ifl WCttrhghamS n 7 J>McGrrth(3) 

2 P-UP BALCONY BOY (28) R WbottaouseS 11 0 ASSmttiB 

3 (9=066* COURT JOKHt (40) H Ataandar 6 n 0 . — J*TJBany(7) 

4 F3W DORANS INKY DM M ‘Muter 7 11 0 -MMoknay 

5 56 ENERGYMAN(Fl06)M[)ods5110 A Dobbin 

6 FTF HARRY GAZZUNPED ME (9IQ F Murta^i 7 11 0 JSuppla 


fi 353215 BELLE BUSK (t!) (CQ Mm SSnft 8 fill..— RWMtateoa (5) 

T74FP55U GAMEPOBfT (4Q DUn4i9 fih J Barit* 

fi IM-lfi HALF EACH (11 ) Me* K tftffn 6 fi 11 A Dobbin 

-is r • 


BETTTNG: TO IteugM Goa, frt Stent Statac 7-1 Bantams, Up lliir Rath 
soma, Bala Busk, 8-1 FMoe Raorite; KM Baby Jaha, 12-1 othora 


B 3045=51 BLAZING DAWN (7) (CO) J Hittuck 11 fi IT Bltenlng 

9 13006F NOBLE NORMAN (40) Ms MRairtay 7 fiB Flttren 

» 58851 RAR50NB LOOffi (7) (CD) L Luigj 10 fi 7. RSapfr 

H0U40FO GONE ASHORE rt2Q (CO) MBsrws7fia E Storey 

fi MSP NORTHPHBEp) (D) M Barnes 13 fiO SteytarH 

- 12 dseteed - 

Mrtanurn wtahe 7ftt Thia hendcap wogfitE North Prich M *(b. 
BETTINQ: 4-1 Btering Dawn, 92 StMng Edge, 114 Fem Lsata^ Nobla 
Norman, 7-1 Ham (TEgga, Rapareza, 8-1 Pareotfa Lodge, 16-1 others 


4.00 


CARNAUDMETALfiQX CONDITIONALS 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,925 3m 


5.00 


7 780POQ PR0PHIT8 PRtoE (16) (D) P McrteBi 6 11 0. IJantaw(7) 

B 3320 Hi/TTBSY LADY (46) L Lingo 5 1)9 RSearia 

9 0 OLDORANSOUW3 (77) RJrinaon5i0 9 KJatawon 

V are PETITE BUSH (53) BOsonS «9 ECtfagtwn 

ti jmvo PB*X(7fi)JChariton7»9 — BStoray 


End, The Other Halt IM Chain Una, 


r tw ai te te D eO g rt. 7-1 Breach 
25-1 othere 


fi WP SHGMGPRORT(15)W)feung6fi9 S^ylorp) 

13 2205/2 WOODSSWG (26)(0) CE^nongos ^ A McCarthy 

W 4P6S LA PBtDQHA (186) MeaKWfian4 10* BHenfing 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 MBhretc, M Woodr Wi i ii , 4-1 Cowl Jotow. 8-1 RaUwby 
Lady, Enwgy Man, 25-1 Balcony Boy, Donna Way, Many 33-1 others 


4UZ3P GALE AHEAD (68) (CD) GM Moore 8 11 7 — .WDoaAfiP) 

1-0QB WTO TVE BLACK (24) MsMRavtaty7il 7 GLaa 

200441 MMAN OtftLM OS) (Q M Harenwid 6 11 7_NHorraokam 

6FB80 ALLERBY (ISO) J Gotadng fi 11 0 LCDoparft 

F6 BADGBt IML (M8) Mre A Naughkn 5 11 0 — JiHNa H gh hj n 

OPPOO- BLOOD BROTHER (3n)0 Barter 6 110 Flaahy 

63-552 HATffl OF STRAW (7) A Writers 6 110 BHardngV 

6038 HWT LODGE p6) J Di«n 7 ti 0 SHlJlM 


f -1620 
FttWl 


TAILOR-MADE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2^25 added 2m 4f 1 10yds 


7DSWAT»U((m<q 
OUWEf LAMBERT (56) 


BERmfiRfi- 


jt Dobbin 


(56) (D) j Marios 7 fi h £ Husband B) 

3 G3FP0 GLOBAL LBGEW(17)JH Johnson aw 7 ASSraU 

4 -232*0 APOLLO'S DAUGHTER £M)(C) JGcx*HjDD 2-L CDcnta (7) 

5 320F55 STYUSH IHTS1YAL (8) D &n»i 6 X) 1 JBStoniy 

8 3P0fi VILPRAW pi) D Moftatt 7 10 0- * H Grata (7) 

7 J5650 THE STITCHER (19) (CD) W Reed B fi 0 — .TReed 

6 51ZZP DONT FORGET CwtTS (1501^3) Ms K Lenta 6 CIO. 


5830 MR WAIT (14) J .Mason 5 11 Q_ 

fiU3P04* HOWU. SPRUCE (28) G M Mom 7 11 0. 

It 0MU> Wesr LL7TTON (7)MW Eeteby 8 11 0_ 
fi 0 PWMROSEHU.ro HAterareler 5 TO 9 


66023 HUNTING 5LAHE (14) CGiartB DO.... 

- S declared - 


-Mtoa S Lmb (7) 
•H Supple 



Worcester 


4 5&F2 ICROBIT LODGE 

5 383433 ADMIRALS GlffiSf 
8 PP3U50 AHBEJAVBUS (82) 


T lSi?r- 


TJt 


HYPERION 

2.15 Merciless Cop 2.45 Wilde Music 3.15 Pair 
Of Jacks 3.45 Native- Venture 4.15 Stonnyfalr- 
weather 4.45 BKofamixup 5.15 Meeson Majic 
5.45 Lord Of The Res 


7 0*0763 AUVREY PILOT (14) R Paacote 7 11 0 
B 5F421R BARHALEB0Y(54)VCasay6110— 
l)ASrEsa»91IO 


.GTbnaey 
CHauda B 


GOING: Chases- Good; Hurtlas - Good to Firm 
• Lett-hand courao. level with tong straights 
# Course loan Hie A443 by toe Rhrer O wrem. ADMISSKW: Mem- 
b«fS CC: Semn&ta CW; ColmOO 0550 (QAPs C2JSi. CAR PARK: 
Free; picnic area parking £3. 

- LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 43-134 (32.1%) D Nfahotaon 31- 


.TJ Murphy 
TBa, 


C 3P-533 THE HBffilVORE (26) M J Roberts 9 00... 

B0P3PPP WEAVER SQUARE (73) PEcdes9fiO 

m odor) GHACECARDmdnBCerfeidgefiva. 

-14 doctored - 


_ II Dame B 


.JtMaawyB 


3 (W pf) Mra M Jams B It 0.C Unrelyn 
FrRAj77)MCampor?7 7lO P Hotary 


FPU63 BOSSYMOSS (163) (D) ( 

VP3 WTO THE SW1NQ fMSff 
P5600 UTOOrSORCHSTRAi 

0 A P McCoy 

lutes P Whiffle o lt 0 — IQtacsy 

'TPursta-BliO 5 Wynne 

HO Rjohnam 

m (I? 0 fteniood 5 fi 7_ __ .Ji Rfcftonto 


F-5X33 SAVER STANDARD 
2P33K ZATTOONtfUDM 
PP2S5 ANMASOtfCi 


HAN(USA)(7) Htkwnes61t 
BRMTHWAIlt (VW MsaPI 
STANDARD (17) (CD) T Fffls 


MWnum might: lOst True hanffleap wtagte; MmnBff’s Cresrincad 9a 101), 
77» HerttwroSta 56. Weawr Square 9s 3#nGoce Card 8Sf7to 
BETTWG: S-1 Ktomnathin. 6-1 Snumtai, 7-1 Nova Oranpt 8-1 Har- 
bait Buchanan, Otarerto Saerta, Hawftfitad, Itatfre terttrifi MM otbare 

MARTIN PARROTTS FORTHCOMING 
MATRMONIALHCAP HOLE (Q £5^003m 

0500 COUCHANT (Sfl (C) (D) U P(3e 7 11 fi. A P McCoy B 


1 DRAGON LORD (8D| (O) LadyHsitoa* Tr B-AkS Chiracfc ( 

0 CAMDEN RUOW (81) P Ecdes 5 ri 4 MDunna( 

MLTULAA LAD P HoCba 5 11 4 _J*rRWWoor( 


4.15 


87 S5«N. K Baftey22-69 (24,7%), P Hobba 20-lfi (fi2%) 
- LEADING JOCKEYS: T 


A P McCoy 52-175 (297%), C Umw&yn 23- 
138 (IBSteV N WIfflanwao 20-H7 (TKlfi), R Johnaen 1564 (W*4, 
• FAVOURITES: 255694 08J%L 

SLMKERED FIRST TlAteAlarciteBS Cop (21% HtoavarSqum 


-lBdacUred- 

BETTird: 7-2 Habmt I ^ 

Mutac, haoTha Swing, 12-1 Bartarta Bon taa Sotofl, i*-i ottm 

LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,900 added 2m 
HeretormBlt 12 .TI 


3.15 


— IcI HOLLY GREEN NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2^00 added 4YO 2m 


C6 RSAL (174) (Q) M fipe 11 B — 
1200 NBBSTBWL MODEL (70) m 
00 BANDORE mMBtertwa to 


-A P McCoy 


Itea H Krtfta 1 no.6 Btadtoy 
fi - ar~~ ' 


1 HmffiQBg/Spi ll . 

CHMGACHGOOK(F72)HWebbfifi _DJ 

DRffT (F18) D Carter V T2 RJobnaon 

GOLD CLffPBt (F9) MRyanfi C JRyan 

HStES TO HOWIE (44) M R Boday fi 12 — ^ JRKavanagh 

JAZA(P3) NGaheni Ofi MA 

443 MBH3LESS OOP (FT9) t*» U Jcnes « 12 — .C 


<nt6 BftANKN 
3044 ULTMATE 
M500 KUKTSte 
fifi2& DAN DEM 
137456 CLASSIC] 


i-qpp web cty (us*) c 

^■■■VAMANSHAA 


Z3532 PCLfl 


8 233530 PAIR OF 
U 40220- BATH Till 
n 04«n ownrooRA 

12 2D2&4 

13 -00452 
W Bia-ff 
6 60PQP CCWMANCHE 



1 (22) N Hendeaxi 6 it 4 jb A tegatel 

) JrinSeffy6ta9 RJWmaon 

) (CD) P Mchctoa t)8 pwq L Crate (5) 

}DSandofc7D7 GBrateyB 

1 (BF) Mrs S Snft fi fi 0 _D Bnrerti (7) 
"3)WO»9fiO — . — GThnnvyV 
I RBucw9fiO B Rowel 


■ami a -nmn 

KETOHICAN (15) S KrlgMS fiQ D Setter (3) 

WE3IC0ASrrt7) Mite 71)0.^ CLtowrtynB 

CELESTIAL HfepS)OONai 8 DO- VSbtta^ 

CUPWAJ 


5fi0_i Wl 


2 mwfl MSLEYWONDfflt 

3 n-fiP 

4 STOOP 

5 U7M GMAaSOHJ 
8 354404 BALANAK( 

7 251434 PIVE FLAGS! 

8 6621 COURT ( . . 

9 fiEP-1 OUSTS AWARD (18) | 

- 9 doewrad - 

Mmwm bc Wat True waigttxCout CMtarSsl 1 lit, OuaofeMexlOvab. 
BETTING: 4-1 Qatotaacrt Jmm. 9-1 Sta n ay tol rwarthi r , O-i Couchma, 
Chatart, 7-1 QuHria Award, 8-1 Wtstoy Wonder, tO-1 othara 

fTHtac? SUCKLEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 7f 110yds 

1 tM22 BnfiFWttXUP pi) (0) MJ Roberta 7 fiO — M A RtzynaJd 

2 tfiSlK SKANMORgNSfCBraotadeO GBredWr 

3 B3SF1 MR MAGNETIC (28) T Faster 7 TI B SWyaM 

4 P6AJG 8UCKMANB71JQON38 8T12 SCanmi 

5 -00PTO COW®.S CROFT (5fiT teddy 6n 2 IGaktMMnp) 

8 F4P34P DUMJH (0B) P Rotted 8 Tf 2 SBumnrtl 


LARICiS AUHBJUS O Sherwood 5 TI 4 MrGBtaneaf7) 

0 LORD EDGAR (67) Mra M Jones 6 it 4 D Carey (7) 

322 ROClaaJFFEGOKIP «2) (BF) N WjtovO*iB66 11 4 

^JGoktatotoO) 


CANDY COPP® M» P Witte 5 « fl_. Jifr P CBagmva < 
FAM1UE FOOTSTEPS T Bharingtan 4 fi fi_L Curanrina | 

GATE GORDON T Raster 6 BO JMartonl(7) 

GBfn£BJVAGENTrtMci»6B*6410B LtoAhamP) 

4 KALAN SCAMP (1BN J PBitoB 6 fi 13. 

30 MAJOR TOM (70] Tltae 4 10 13. 

I GAVE I 


NAVE YOUR GAME MHeafcavSta 4 fifi PHanhy(3) 

F PEAfltY LOCH (3^ Af-fattasflW tj OBunuwa^ 

20 SBSr(i7)JKrtQ4«m TOaaeoBba 

SHREWD P4AGK3AN KBldgMtor 4 0 13 MGrifflUwO) 

. W1AGE GOSSIP Mss LSddrtSfifi -TStttoflft 

WBtTOBUYABAY J For 5 fi fi FKanfry (7) 


21 0 NBB RHEA8E (108) M Pipe 4 1) B 

22 0 PBt8ROUA(BQ Mss H Kraghl 4 fi B R Thornton 

-22 doctored - 

BETTWG: 11-4 Dragon Lord. B-1 Maaaon M^e, Rodkcflne ftwnrfp 7-\ 
Hoh ImdK Lretaia AraaBaw, 12-1 Gartto Rhaga, SaaL 14-1 otbare 


SEE YOU AGAIN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) (DIV 10 £1^00 added 2m 


;unrevyn B 

SMaiia 

.WHaiton 


.SBonough 


MUGMR(USA) (F316)KMay7tfi- 

43 BAROAN (16) B Rtang ® fi 

■C 06FP00 SHADED (5) P Rotted 10 Q 

fi 55 SBOR STAR (31) D Bunteal fi fi 

It & THE ROWDSILLS (1 7) MUtavain Ofi 

fi 34 WHnLAWHR£(1S9MasV1Mfarnt}T2 — NMBWMOn 

« 0 KRJISHALADY(42) JFotfi7 — TJ Murt tay 

17 FP LEADWQttOTE(«jlltesHKre#*T17 JCfflUy 


MtanuoinciBhC 102. Tnatan<XapwattB*>l(*gHBat7ai,lMyDua. 
KaaUcmAtaaaMaiaaBBnCalMUmBa “ 


l RKTAHN (28) J NbtatS 8 11 2 


DJBwctaal 

_JWym 


-17 (teetered - 

B6nWG!7-aM4«t8BreCc8K5-1 Ira^tete^Mod^l teWaa- 

1 WhbtowMtaM t*» RountWte.^ IM GoW^ CSpprt too, 2D-1 othrea 
rs-ABl WEATHER COMMUNICATIONS NOVICE 

1 | CHASE (E) £4,000 2m 4f IIDydS 

1 IF22S SWOAR7E(W(D)Hltow7BlL MAFfcporaW 

2 a-TH WILDE I4U51C (Z3) C Brocks 8 T3 0 GBredtay 


Ba3tx Oaw wrerch n&pftV4ifc 
BETTI MG: 76 UUretaa SnwotWa, 5-1 Dw da Man, Italy Amnstae. 7-1 
Hrericana Jana, 8-1 Erebantowart. IM Ktao'a Craaa, 14-1 otbare 

LITTLE MALVERN CONDITIONALS 
H’GAP CHASE (F) £3,250 2m 7f 110yds 

32222 IBBERT BUCHANAN 066) (BF=|PNchtte 8 irfi-RTtanton 

-1/6-4 NOW CHAMP (raws 5 SnW)fiD2 JtAfaym 

14P303 OUVBTB SECwT (21) (D) Mflpe B 11 2 GSopfto 

235HP SnRHOfEUO (15) (BF) N TYrettwDwtes 7 fi G J GoUMin 

■P5CPF (SHU'S WAQBI (67) MCroponSfiS TDaaconfte 

202521 KAilENAST1H0(14] MiS9iATfi6 D9nra«r(7) 

3364C C0WTHASrm^Rft*ltorfifi« F - - 


AHAbi7Tl 2-TJI ta ip hy 


7 

8 3VF4U 

9 on»4 MRCWfl8nrE(n (0)iA3>Csuteleii2 c 

O 334652 PRUSSM(21)(qw(toy7i12 dtamay 

h -P65FP fUIHXEAL (49 M Haatm-Qa 7 TI 2 BPonal 

fi C63P FUPERTBUIESf43)JKIngB-n2 MRUianto 

fi 0DFF0 SnnOAN7E(8»RiM81?2 RJefaaKwS 

14 GF4302 SUPS) FVTCHART(15) (D) SftoBnglMI 2 W Menton 

fi 5*F2 THECAAPDOrtAN(iqOOTM7112 VSAffltoy 

B 5EF-3P TREASURE MIAM (Ttq (Ol MsUJaissS It 2. -CLtomByn 
17 16904 LAOVCUUWIA07)(D1 3BrortSft»»8tJ1t»lrPCoetofc(7) 


-T7dactand- 

Bfcl IING: 158 Bttotaaabreip, 114 Mr MaBnaOc, 8-1 Stonnara, IVaeaum 
Agton, IM Mr Qtrftafta JW Pmaafar Retail Stow IM niton 


33d4fi 
BStaO* MCKLE JOE (48) i 


rtotofiOS Guy Lewis B 


£ o-iw wmuciinNiwttttfiukiuimiw lin ^ vat >« 

3 2S3U31 BOLD STAiaBfT (15) T Faster 6 117 RThanrtan 11 AJPHfl HOWAIfS 


9 204434 HA*wm&D (11) PH0BI»Bfi2 Pftontoy 

' '“laananB 


5.15 


tl 3P02P3 wnWEVBfniBEngCTICawvfiOUtt J i a ai a a n ne H l 
NB*UWSCCMVMC8)(26) SKr^yiB B0 . 


SEE YOU AGAIN NH FUT RACE (CLASS 
H) (DIV I) £1,500 added 2m 
5CP HOH MVADER (242) (D) C tten 6 h d _ .Mr K ft OTtyan (7) 
1 MEESOH MAJIC (1^D&Wy5T1 TI JArLtareptop) 


41 iwreinm^wutM..— «. T rTrA1itoli(n 
V TORD OF THE FLIES ftS)(D) Mea H Kr^yit 5 n nRThanAn 

36 AUOTHEBAMBO (338) H Han S 11 4_Z OSbatoZ 

402 ART1C GROUND ptoPWabbare It 4__. .PHatoffl 

BESB1E HMSELF N Lanyaad 5 11 4 CtorttaS 


305 CM0KECUrpG)TCaidHl5l14 MkftMBmmto 

SOD HH JAKE (42) H H^resS 11 4 AteSDra«*(a 

AM831 GLEAM N KavJaraon *J C t3 LwSSS 


-GSuppto 


MR TBTOY EfaWAHDS 8 Tanpte 4 fi fi , 

NOSY PARKS! A HHbney 4fifi .JtaCltiw 

wAcraTFoswADfi I-.-LfiSSr 


WmraWAYLADYeyyhBteSfifi-. JtnSvm 

MUSTGET0N JttJrei fifl ZIaSSS 

MBSNMAN&rthAiOS DCrae£(7) 


-agaMetore d - 

Beni^MBosmMata.gflLoidOfTlieFtetoB.iAnlcGroaMLRte, 

Ing iktofeK 16*1 Areber Own, BnwhM, Wagec 18-1 otbare 


Punters’ Guide 

H YPERION'S 


t.tnGFIELP 

3.10s Nuclear Debate proved 
he could produce a good turn 
of foot during his juvenilera- 
rcer and has good P* 105 ?®^ 

But a high draw appeared to 

be a blessing on tbe straighi 
course here yesterday and 
Surveyor, from the in-foTm 
John Dunlop stable, must be 
feared from stall 16. This colt 
showed plenty of speed to wm 
at Kempt® 10 in September. 
pi 3r T F. KITE was poorfy drawn 

at Chester on Wednesday but 

stiU made late headway to fin- 
ish fifth in a decent contesL 
He makes a quick reappear- 
ance and has been more for- 
tunate in the draw this time. 

c oa • ^ 

3.40: These small-field Clas- 
sic trials on this track are of- 
ten run at a muddling pace 

and are risky betting mediums. 

PUTUNA has it to do on the 
book against today’s opposi- 
tion, but this filly’s trainer 
holds her in high regard. Bar- 
ry HDls appears to have qual- 
ity in depth with his fillies this 
season and is represented 
here by Bristol Channel. The 
Godotphin string fields Shl- 
piyai, but the form of this 
one’s fourth to Rambling 
Rose at Nottingham in Sep- 
tember has not been franked 
since. HADAYEK looks the 
one the selection must beaL 
Peter Walwyn sharpened up 


TV TIPS 


this filly with a second-place 
finish to Sadiah at.Bathlate 

last month. 

otiq 

4J.0: AUBOOSIAN naan es- 
cellent race when faffing ty 
just a neck to-gtye 3fo to sofi- 
sequent 2,000 Goincas third 
Border Arrow in the Ffeflden 
Stakes at Ncwmark^OBarry 
Hills’s colt is usually a front- 
runner and should beabte to' 
dictate from : start to finish^ 
High-Rise wifi be strongly 
fancied tty supportos of the 
Luca Cumani yard. This colt 
won with ease at Pontefract 
last time, but the value erf that' 
form is hard to assess m this 
company. - ' 

■CGQ. 

4.40: SHUHBAH fanreward 
the Godalpfam team in the 
last. Successful from the very- 
useful Ashraakat at Ascot in 
July, she was then third to 
Name Of Love in- a listed 
event at NewmariEetlnOctD- 
ber. As long as the. going 
does not beconje soft* this fil- 
ly can take tlnspdzie.’nie.chsf 
threat is likely to come from 
Ikbteyaar if she is fiifly fit for 
this. Robert Annstroag’s yard ■ 
is r unning into form.' - 


10-year-tafe on the Lingfield Derby Trial 
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imb ao 90 91 aa to » 9S - 88 dffi.-.'.. 

13 4 2 1 5 3_ 1 -AN :u 


WjuneTa piaco In brtltnfl:' 1 2 2 0 10 3 ] £__L. 

StatttagftK W* 5-2 9-4 M 94 T4-1 5-1 M 4-1 5-4 


Prow or tote to £1 ataka; FavtaUritoa -CPS4 Second FteowBaa -gag 


P«mte»togertvrimerapl«tad1aLaitfDr3itftoltretractofll7K 
Shortert-prloeri wainaaa: Kariyasi (B68). Murawal (1995) S6 
(flWteflljjd wjarewjB Bat* Hatum p993j 14-1 


Top trajnan M Slouta- Rock Hopper (1990), Hawrikarlt News («aa) 

TbpJockajrWRSwfnbren - Ftock Hopper (H90). ABsasscr (BBQ toriiaritftovwi (WQ 
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Results 


CARUSLE 

2.10: 1. SPRINGS NOBLEOUEST (L 
Chomock) ti-totav, 2. PatTlw FWrttor u>. 
1; a Voabugh fi-i 9 ran. g, 3'A. (T D East- 
arby). ElBO; ELIO) Eaea caaa Dual 
Fwvcaat 0170. Computer Straight Fora- 
castfOaaiHa £4880 Non Runner Prtv 
ny Moor. 

240: 1. MOfOCAS CHOICE (AQftanrt 
3-1 tav, 2. Dancing Lawyer 4-1 ; a. Whiter 
Soortfrl 11 rt«L 2. 1 ‘A. (Mrs M RavateyL 
TUk BMtfc E24Q £a7Q E2» DF: E520 CSft 
£1309 THa: EZTDtt 

3.10: 1. SUPERPRIDE (A CUhtoW) 16- 

1; 2. Pratara* Bay 25-1; a. Advance East 

W:4. Bowcilfte 7-1 16 ran. 5-2 lav Gym- 
esak Prwtore. hd, 3. (li*s m Rowiajn. Toto: 
£2160; waa ETaa E2aa cua DF: Btaasa 
CSR E3J&71 Tricast CZ&39B7. Tda: £37170 
(part vron, pool of £31420 canted tanvaid 
to Lingfteld 3J0 today) 

3MP 1. M8EUE ASSQlfBLy (J OoriDfi 
20-1 : 2. Technician tt-1; a. OotmtfaDou- 
Bayftm B-t 18 ran. 5-1 fav 
^WAfanaYslY^PFahBjaTtotocE®*® 
£5fla EUQi £11801 £300 DF; £Kk3a CSF: 
EWBTa THcast £979280 THo: nol wen (poo) 
cri £442^3 to LingfioW 3JQ today) 

4.101. PRfDE OF BROfTON moanMcK- 
**"? ®-l: Z- Charite* Bride 7-2 lav; 3. 

5?^” J5 aw (C Thorn- 
ton). to*k C 1Q90; eaaj cisq ctea dp 
enssac^: ssiaa -Mo-, omy 
pool afEBUM carried tanvaid to LkigfleU 

3J0 today). 

itsssffsrjsssssi 

ssyEsassjiajSigft 

E2&2E5Z&-* ^QtT. Trta: 

waaa ouadpat eaaga 

Ptaca 6: £13230. 1’laca 3: CriLSS. 

LINGRELD 

180:1. 


480: 1. SELHSH (WRjen) 10-Tt tar. 2 
Highly Pleased 16-1; 3. Hartamn &i It 
rm61Y<.(HGec(NaMTnfl«6i).7>te£lh>; 
£1X|£4i 3Q £150. Dual Forecast: £1500 Cm 
putar StralgM Forecast £1749 Tata 'Mo: 

earn ■ 




Jw*pot not wan (pod ol £2573025 tap 
rteti tarwd to LiigfWd today) 

Pfacepot £3380. Quadpob £34flQ^ 
Ptace 5: CS74L Place 5: £4677. 


Ct 


NOTTINGHAM 

260:1. DOUBLE MARCH (G Fatew) 
u-i; 2. Bog« Dane* B-l;3. Logantert' 
«■!; 4. Broadway Melody 33-1 16 wl 
W *w FUta (9lh) 'A, i pt Iwoc RrtJftDHte:'; 
£1720; £30 0 £2 30^ E48Q £1480 DutaSriV- 
cast £12430 Cornputor StrtaghtftarecasC.'. 
CttSTa. THcast £186087. Hta:£3Z7» Owl 
won. port of£«43l carried tanwJta Ling- 
flaWa*) today) 

130: 1. CORONET (M Robert^ 3-1: 2. ■ 
“Wngoc 4-1; 3. RyathU H-4fai 16 re«i‘ 
jTA. L JA Stovwt Newmeutot) IMk £ 5flK 
E28G £300 £100 DF: £1180; CSfc£fifi4,. 
Trio: £H9n 

3-00: 1. ANGIE BABY (S Medoney) M ? .. 
2. Harty Word»9-4 far, 3. Lucy M ta tete l 
Ti't 9 «L 1 % 2 (J Brer* cariaritten) Tble ' : 

EtBQ, etn Btrn DR cam-CSF: £991 
Trio: £46,73 

330: 1.BRYDtiyfifWto p Hsntedr4 

1; 2. VotonHnrm 55; 3. Porto Fortcn* 4-5 
tat 12 ran. 7*. 7^ (J Fansriaws, ftawnter- 
StTbito £3630: Cam EOl CUD DR £*53tt 
CSF: £8393. Trier. E90O. 

. 4JKJ: 1. ST ENODOC (Pita Eddsry) tt-4 
2. Sam« Attght Scy S-2; 3. Legend of : 
U«re 6-t 12 ran. 6. Z (J Dunlop, ArtWtaJ, ‘ 


?4i 


C I; 

1^. 

t" 


'K ‘ 


5-2fw;2-'Grand Stem 7-2; a. 1 aSJ Si? 
***• I'/i. (Lord HuTtfngdon. frimn 

Trite: £380: £13Q HfiO 


040 CSR £1002 TMorSBOOl 
U0: 1. TALLULAH BEUP n 
S-4 tar. 2. Pappara 7-1; 3. 
i. varan iifcau. °” lu 4y 


*7«wra r-1 j 3. EHem’9 Ladv 
as-LBra n. I'fe, S7h. (N Lirtmodon. Wotv& 
£13a£^a3§® 
CgR ttjft THcast gg«71 


tiosa CSR £9£Q TWca^^^ 

^*50s 1. WESTKHN8TEH CfTY U FtaM 

tag ti-< 9 ran. 5-2 (av Touch L7o fSffn * 

.SUjSSKjKessa 


Rtaimy 0-1: 4. note. 

2^.1 >A. (M Bbnsfard! Ufamr 
|«OC^CSF: £34.13 Thcast £34533. Trio: 

CSF: EKH16 Trfcwt 

1. a HOUSE w SSS 

k« 35-1 10 ran. 7-2 co favs 

Sgff'&'S' IW Mte. SwSSSfrSta 

£5352 Trtcc £3$tfiQ 


£S17. Tncast £8826 Trio: £1940. . . 

630: 1 . QIFT TOKEN (K EWorq 68 tar. 

2. Northern Sun T1-£3.LiSCky{XilltAaia- 
3- 6 ran. hd. 3"A: flHa(ar & ChappaLM^ 

Iwy) TblfcEiacf £60 £330 DR EttAatS 3 - 

E3B3. 1, v - 

600: 1. REAR WINDOW fTOuhr^B^L^ ^ 
6 Malar MrameHy w-T;*jHai.fcali«lta»' t <i0§ 
rre-i; 4. Haycii Jawi* 6:1: 16 j»». 44 - r 
fav Brava Envoy. 1 IVk'IGIrioCoijrL WW-. \ 

togaVTWaeKXtSDCLEaTClESSQEnn®*^.;. 
Foracaat E46A3 Computer Sbaight Fortr , ;_*-’- 
ease EBZSL TrtoMC £80*537 Tta: £30600; - 
(part *w*\ ptxri of £26287 caurted tontaWT, ■ 

»Ungfteid3aoiiKta»).. • . 

Ptacopot £t222aouactpot £a«r ■ ; 

Plac# 5: £2750. Place 5; £364 2 J- *'• 
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Balding nurtures Derby dream on Watership Down 
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. For Ian Balding 
there will never be 
another Mill Reef 
but in the serenity 
of his historic 
stables he is 
preparing a horse 
that could bring a 
second Derby 
before retirement 
beckons. Greg 
Wood reports 

THE rejuvenating properties of 
Vtatership Down are not, it 
seems, restricted to rabbits. Jan 
Balding will be 60 years old in 
November, and took out hisfirei 
trainers’ licence when the 
Beatles still had short hair, but 
you could never guess it from 
the bounce in his stride at 
evening stables. In fact, there is 
something almost childlike 
about the excitement and plea- 
sure with which he greets his 
hoTses, with a pet-name and a 
Polo mint for each. But then, as 
he points out several times, 
Kingsdere, his stable at the 
bottom of Watership Down, is 
“a very special place". 

On the telephone, it might 
sound a little starry-eyed. When 
you are there, even on an over- 
cast spring evening, Balding is 
simply stating the obvious. 
When John Porter, one of the 
finest trainers of any generation, 
built Park House Stables more 
than a century ago, he did so 
with the same care, patience and 
attention to detail that he later 
showed to the six Derby winners 
he prepared on its gallops. The 
red-brick buildings seem to 
glow with health and history. 
Such is the sense of heritage 
that, as Balding admits, its free- 
hold almost comes with a re- 
sponsibility to succeed. 

“The beauty of Kingsdere 
has been one of the driving 
forces of my life," he says. He 
arrived in 1964, as assistant 
trainer to Peter Hastings-Bass, 
whose daughter, Emma, was to 
become Mrs Balding five years 
later. Barely three months into 
his apprenticeship ar Kings- 
clere, Hastings-Bass died sud- 
denly, and at just 25 years of age. 
Balding took over as the master 
of Park House. 

“I felt at the time that I was 
loo young, and I was a jockey at 
heart 1 hadn’t ridden in the 
Grand National and there were 
all sorts of things I wanted to do, 
but in those days the Jockey 
Club wouldn't let you train as a 
professional and ride as an am- 
ateur. Luckily 1 inherited a lot 
of good owners and horses and 



lan Balding: ‘Watership Down is a very special place. The beauty of Kingsdere has been one of the driving forces of my fife* 


the followingyear, which was my 
first fiill season, I think I was the 
leading English trainer, behind 
[Ireland's] Paddy Prendergast, 
who won the title." 

Five years later, a juvenile 
colt arrived at Kingsdere who 
would take Balding that vital 
step further. He worked like a 
champion but at first seemed 
sure to be only a sprinter. In- 
stead, he was a phenomenon 
called Mill Reef, and the fur- 
ther he went, the faster he 
wenL He won the Derby, Arc, 
Eclipse and King George, and 
would probably have won any 
ZD00 Guineas since the war 
except the one he contested, 
which included another great 
champion. Brigadier Gerard. 
John Porter would certainty 
have approved. 

The Z000 Guineas, as it 
happens, has eluded Balding 


ever since, but what with the 
subsequent efforts of Lochsong 
at sprint distances and Selkirk 
over a mile, it is one of the few 
major events that has. 

And now there may be a red- 
brick box at Park House with an- 
other Derby winner inside. 
Border Arrow, a son of Selkirk 
whose liver-chestnut complexion 
is a per feet match for his sur- 
roundings. finished third behind 
King Of Kings in the 2,000 
Guineas last Saturday, and is 
Balding’s most serious con- 
tender for the ultimate, Gassic 
since Mill Reef himself was 
working up on Watexship Down. 

“Mill Reef was a horse in a 
lifetime, probably the best to 
have raced in this country since 
the war," he says. "They don’t 
come along very often, even to 
the Vincent O’Briens, but you’d 
like to think that if you train 


decent horses for good owners 
for this length of time, you 
might have two in that span that 
would win the Derby. When 
you've done it once, you live to 
try and do it again." 

Not that even his trainer sus- 
pected that Border Arrow 
might bring another Classic 
back to Kingsdere, until his first 
race, a maiden at Newmarket 
last October, which the colt won 
snugly in a useful time. His start- 
ing price of 33-1 was a measure 
of the surprise at the yard. 

“We had no idea that he was 
any good at all until the last fur- 
long of his first race,” Balding 
says. “He's looks very like Sel- 
kirk, and he’s not unlike him in 
temperament, the main thing 
being that he’s incredibly lazy 
at home. When Selkirk won first 
time as a two-year-old I hadn’t 
given him a single good entry, 


so obviously I hadn't thought he 
was any good either.” 

Third place in the Guineas 
might make Border Arrow the 
form horse at Epsom anyway, 
but punters may get another 
look at him in the Dante Stakes 
at York on Wednesday. “It’s a 
difficult decision,” Balding says, 
“because in the last 20 years 1 
think only The Minstrel has run 
in the Guineas, run again and 
then won the Derby. But I sus- 
pect that if we want the opti- 
mum chance in the Derby, he'll 
need to be a bit more experi- 
enced and battle-hardened. 
He’s had just three runs, all 
down the straight mile at New- 
market, and the Dante will give 
us three and a half weeks to give 
him a bit of a let-off and fresh- 
en him up.” 

There are questions about 
Border Arrow, such as his 


stamina and his ability to act on 
fast ground, which will be an- 
swered only on Derby Day it- 
self, yet there is a distinct air of 
optimism radiating from his 
box in the corner of the yard 
where all the best horses live. 

Balding sees him every day, 
but the pleasure clearly does not 
diminish. “What a wonderful 
colour," he murmurs, lost in 
contemplation as Border Arrow 
stands to attention for his 
evening inspection. “What a 
lovely horse." 

He is Balding’s best chance 
of saddling another Derby win- 
ner, and also probably his last 
Andrew, his son, has spent the 
last two years with Lynda and 
Jack Ramsden, and wiD soon re- 
turn as bis father's assistant He 
is “mad keen" to take over the 
yard which his father has man- 
aged to buy outright over the 


course of the last 30 years, and 
will do so “sooner rather than 
later", probably at the start of 
the new mfllennhim. 

“It’s a wonderful life and I 
love it,” Balding says, “but it’s 
also very demanding. It’s akin 
to being a football manager, a 
very mercurial existence when 
the relatively few high points 
happily outweigh the many low 
points. I shall be happy to play 
a bit more golf and tennis." 

The lowest point of all came 
in 197Z when Mill Reef broke 
his leg oq the gallops. “The vet 
knelt down and felt it and said, 
Tt feels like a bag of marbles’, 
and my heart just sank." But one 
of the Park House outbuildings, 
which in PDrteris day was a 
Catholic chapel, made an ideal 
makeshift operating theatre, 
and a few days later, surgeons 
saved Mill Reef for what turned 


Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


out to be one of the great stud 
careers. 

The old chapel is now the 
“colours room", where tack 
and silks hang on the wall as if 
in a museum, along with tro- 
phies. winners’ blankets and 
photographs of triumphs past. 
It is another source of pride for 
Balding, and you would not bet 
against him adding to the col- 
lection even when his son's 
name is on the licence. 

For he is at least half-serious 
when he says that an ambition 
for his retirement is to “lose 
some weight and ride in a few 
poim-to-points. My family and 
friends might be a bit disturbed 
but I fee] young enough and fit 
enough to want to do it”. Given 
the obvious benefits of a life at 
Kingsdere, you would not want 
to bet against it - or, for that 
matter, Border Arrow. 
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Cumani’s High-Rise in the ascendancy 


By Greg Wood 


THERE s no doubt a good rea- 
son why the Dante Stakes, over 
the flat, galloping track at York 
next week, is apparently reck- 
oned a better preparation for 
Epsom in June than the Derby 
Inal at Lingfield this after- 
noon, but at first sight, it is far 
from obvious. Lingfield a f Ier 
all, is an undulating download 
track with a steep descent into 
a sharp, left-handed home turn, 
and thus as dose as you wifi get 
(with the possible exception of 
Brighton) to the unique chal- 
lenge of Epsom. 

And yet many leading train- 
ers seem to automatically 
favour the Dante for their prin- 
cipal Derby hopes, and the 
winner of next Wednesday’s 


race will almost certainly 
emerge from what is a very con- 
fused ante-post market to be the 
dear favourite come the big day 
itself. Do not be lured into dis- 
missing today's race as a contest 
for second-strings, however, for 
while no horse has won both the 
Trial and the Gassic during the 
1990s, three did so in the pre- 
vious decade, while two recent 
winners, Bob’s Return and Sil- 
ver Partriaich, have gone on to 
win the St Leger. 

Silver Patriarch, in fact, was 
just a flared nostril away from 
beating Benny The Dip at Ep- 
som almost 12 months ago, so 
the long odds available for the 
Derby against three of today’s 
runners, Alboostan (33-1), 
High-Rise (33-1) and Sadian 
(40-1) could well appear very 


generous with the benefit of 
hindsight. 

Not that hindsight is much 
use to punters, who could do a 
lot worse than take a small ante- 

R] CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Just Dissident 
(Beverley 4 JO) 

NB: Bristol Channel 
(Lingfield 3.40) 

post interest on all three in the 
expectation that they will be sit- 
ting on at least one high-value 
bet by the end of the afremoon. 
Fbr those who prefer to be more 
selective, however, it may be 
that HIGH-RISE (nap 4.10) is 
the one to back. 

On bare form to date, Al- 
boostan’s second to Border Ar- 
row in the Fielden Stakes gives 


*Carberry to go freelance after Ogden split 
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LAST season’s champion jumps 
owner, Robert Ogden, yester- 
day announced the end of his 
partnership with the jockey 
Paul Carberty. 

The pair’s widely expected 
split,' arrived at “by mutual 
agreement”, comes after a 
three-year association during 
which the pair have teamed up 
to win the Tbie Gold 'fropfij^ 
Great Yorkshire Chase and 
several other big prizes. 

Carbeny, out of action for 

the rest of the season after 
breaking a bone in his leg m a 

foil at \tetherhy on 

will ride as a freelance, drndmg 
his time between Britain and 

Ireland. . . 

.• SpeaiJation is now bound*) 

grow over the idenuty 0 

sfole replacement nder %> r 


den’s powerful string - expect- 
ed to number 40 horses next 
season. 

“The retainer under which 
Paul Carberty has ridden for 
Robert Ogden for the past 
throe years has ended by mutual 
agreement and will not be re- 
newed,” Ogden’s racing man- 
ager, Barry Simpson, said m a 
statement. “Paul’s career has 
blossomed since joining Mr 
Ogden and the partnership has 
been a happy and successful 
one. 

“The decision to part com- 
pany was taken some days ago, 
before Paul’s unfortunate acci- 
dent at Wetherby on Wednes- 
day. 

“Mr Ogden would like to 
take this opportunity to wish 
Paul a speedy recovery- 


“In due course Mr Ogden, 
who will have about 40 horses 
in training in the 1998/89 sea- 
son, expects to engage the ser- 
vices of a new retained jockey. 

“A number of extremely 
well-bred young stock wifi be 
brought out in the new season 
and the constant search for 
high-class proven horses and 
young stock will continue over 
the coining months." 

Prior to his injury, Cafber- 
ry had ridden 63 winners is 
Britain this term. His biggest 
success success came on Bob- 
hffloforhisfether'Ibinniy in the 
Jameson Irish Grand National 
at Fhhyhoose last month. He 
scored at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival on Ungraded Missile and 
on Direct Route at both Aintree 
and Punchestown in April. 


him the most obvious chance, 
while Sadian’s blue-blooded 
pedigree (by Shirley Heights out 
of the French Oaks winner, 
Rafha) will offer encourage- 
ment to some. While High- 
Rise has woo only a limited 
stakes at Pontefract this season, 
however, he did so in the man- 
ner of a very useful colt, and it 
is also worth remembering that 
Luca Qimani. his trainer, used 
this same race as the Epsom 
preparation for Kahyasi, his 
1988 Derby winner and the last 
horse to complete the double. 

The Oaks Trial has pin- 
pointed a Classic winner rather 
more recently, and it was the 
way in which User Friendly 
swept around the torn a few 
years ago which convinced 
many punters that she was the 


one to back at Epsom. ’Ibday’s 
renewal does not appear to be 
of quite the same quality, how- 
ever, and Bristol Channel, a 
half-sister to Tenby, is the onty 
runner with even a half-serious 
ante-post quote for the Oaks. 
She is making her seasonal de- 
but, however, as is Godolphin’s 
Shimaal, and there is no worth- 
while bet to be found. 

The sprint handicap is some- 
thing of a puzzle, with the stalls 
arranged on the stands’ side but 
the form horses all drawn low. 
In the expectation that they will 
head for the for faZ though, 
Lord Lieutenant (next best 
3.10) looks a fair bet to reverse 
recent Newmarket form with 
Epsom Cyclone. 

There are no fewer than 
three Group One events on the 


card at Longcbamp tomorrow, 
all of which will feature on 
Sunday Grandstand. British 
yards will send out seven of the 
13 runners for the Poule d’Es- 
sai des Poulains (French 2,000 
Guineas), but it will take an ex- 
ceptional performance to beat 
Criquette Head’s With The 
Flow, who has won all three of 
his races to date. 

The Poule d’Essai des Pou- 
Iiches (French 1,000 Guineas) 
has three overseas runners 
among a 15-strong field, in- 
cluding Alec Stewart’s Ehhaams 
and La Nirit Rose, who runs for 
Godolphin. The Dubai-based 
operation also saddles Mudeer, 
second in last year's Raring Post 
Tbophy, in the last of the Group 
One events on the card, the Prix 
Lupin. 


Arrow’s flight boosts Alboostan 


AchIDes: Won at Doncaster be- 
fore making The Glow-Worm 
fight hard in the Blue Riband 
Trial at Epsom. Boasts solid 
form and, just as importantly, 
a willing attitude. 

Alboostam Third to Second 
Empire at Longchamp last 
autumn following wins at 
Goodwood and Beverley. Ran 
a blinder when going under by 
a neck to subsequent 2,000 
Gumeas-third Border Arrow in 
the Feilden Stakes on his New- 
market reappearance. Sure to 
improve from that (his home 
work suggests he has) and 
must take plenty of beating. 
Banker Dwerxy; Has shown 
promise in fair company with- 
out getting his head in front 


Simon Holt of Channel 4 Racing gives 
a runner-by runner analysis 
of today’s Lingfield Derby Trial 



Dashing Chief: Could onty 
stay on at one pace when 
thir d to The Glow-Worm and 
Achilles. Tikes a keen hold. 
High-Rise: Bolted up. in a 
minor Pontefract event last 
month, giving the impression 
he was Listed or Group class. 
Has reportedly been working 
well since and looks a very 
interesting prospect 
Sadian: Beautifully bred son 
of the Derby winner Shirley 
Heights out of the French 
Oaks winner Rafha. Unbeaten 
in two minor outings and open 


to any amount of improve- 
ment Well regarded. 

Conclusion: With Border 
Arrow doing so much to boost 
the form of the Feilden Stakes, 
ALBOOSTAN is sure to be 
hard to beat here. Barry Hills's 
colt appears to have done 
very well during the winter and 
was not knocked about unduty 
at Newmarket The danger is 
likely to be High-Rise who 
showed an exceflent turn of 
foot at Pontefract and looks a 
good performer in the making. 


Longchamp - Sunday 


PRIX DE SAINT-GEO RGE (Group Three) 5f Penalty Val- 
ue £2^22 

KCO- MS DE REPONSE t183) (Warthaknar Sahara) MnaC Head 4 93 D Dotes* 5 

PPSBp)(Nactef«rty)Jft0se4 9O CAsnusw>2 

*>•501 EPBIHHR (HQ p0)[NQ M Bated 4 90 FSandnzB 

00421 JENNELLE (W) (tea J A Gorwol) C Dwyar 4 B 4 . 

040-tt WAIBMRA (20) (C) (Cyri Hirjiife) F Batangar fl & D 
IBM. SAMTE MARINE £05) (RCSaaiSS] RCc4&3B10 _ 

- 6 dadoed - 

BETT1NG: 441 Pas Da Rapoma, B-1 Spates, 10-1 Wanton, 12-1 Saints Marine, 14-1 Plpart, 
1 M Jaana&a 

BB7: H» Got Row & s U S Sandora B-2 (T Naucpon, GB] cram ft 7 rai 


L Dettori 3 

O Prefer 4 

UBoauli 


2.15 


■Or 

5U1-1 

05-4 

1-44 

IBM 

Zfl-B 

1- 

1-1 

BUM 

1K4-4 

33®. 

T230-1 


DUBAI POULE D'ESSAI DES POUUCHES 
(Group One) 3YO tales 1 m Pen Val £1 01 ,010 

CYTOLUC (USA} (201) [K AbddWl) M ZX*r 9 0 __ 


BBC2 


M7WGS 
..T ThufeB 13 M 


ZALAIYKA (Rl) (21} (Q Aga Khaa4 A Db Royes-Oupre 9 0 G Korea 11 107 

BSHAIMS £E) (tertian MMMcun] A Sfaott (138)90 H HRs 3 IDS 

MAJ01ME (FR) (21) (C Artat J WH 8 0 F Spoon B 37 


IBB 

341 


PIAJSK DES YELK (FR) (11) P DebMseta) P DamenastGi 9 0._.T G9U 14 108 

USS BER8ERE (FR) (21) (C) (Enria Seutot) D Sraga 9 0 OBorefOW 

LA MJTT ROSE (HI) (209) (Qodolihta) Sand bki Sumr (GB) 9 0 LMM4 97 

PHAHATTA (IQ W (Dado t*o|osa) C Ldfan-Paro 9 - — SG(titt2 82 

KHCAHA fiALACE (B) (D) (Mb J ttgifa) A P Often (M) 9 D.-J Heflaman 12 W 

KHIMBA MBA pfi) (D) (BF) (Una P d» Ugukhk) A Fafcra S D A Junk 9 107 

NaOff (HQ CSH) (Mentos Ftaml)!)JHurrand 90 CAsnwarenUKB 

CORTONA pi) (D) (G Ckhsn) Mme C Heed 9 0 0 Dotena 10 105 

DESERT DRAMA (91) (8 C Strajes) RGcfet90 K Derioy 1 707 

SOaJRTl (ffl) (14) (MmeUSVkfeQ R Octet 80 J Reid 7 8? 

ASTORG (USA) (11) (D Wkleresari) AFfifcre90 0 Pester 5 - 


BETTING: 1i-42UdytaA iw Aetofft M Mitt Barbara, 7-1 Cyrtlfe.B-1 Indgbt, 12-1 PharaSa, 
14-1 Etobanuna, La ltd Race, Klncara Mace, 16-1 others 
fi97: Always Loyal 8 0 F Head 7-2 (Mm C Head) down p) 7 ran 


3.20 


DUBAI POULE D'ESSAI DES POULAINS 
(Group One) 3YD 1m Penafty Value £101 ,010 


BBC2 


_R Was >05 


Dtl-2 LA-FAAH (22) (BF) (tamtan Al Ifefctvn] B HHs (GB) 9 2 

1B03 MMTATM (15) ?3F) {Hemdan Al MatturQ J Goadan (OB) 92 W Ryan 2 114 

0B1-1 IPP0N (FR) (31) (R BouspeQ J C Rouga B 2 JRDuboacSIM 

1- AUBR (USA) (195) tGoddprto) Saasdbn Suixr(GB) 92 LDettOriB 89 

V ZAtt (196) Bread binSuoof fG8)92 CAanuaaanlS 31 

1-n WITH THE FLOW (USA) (21) (CD) (MWJsirey) MmoChtaad92.._ODotan*6r06 
2211-3 PIMB((FR)p1)(D)(JLljgB(fe&)AFMn82..._ JUu*3HB 

B54-1 OESEFTT PfliNCE (25) (Uca**l StuJ) D Lwte (GB) 32 — SGnBtaM 114 

tongas) PChappb+tjom (GB) 92. J Raid 11 KB 
la Mooafe) AttoFtayaFDL|n92 _G MoaaaU 116 
& Pwnere) I Baking (GB) 8 2 K Dartey 4 1 10 

92 D Board 10 105 

AFat*e92 0 Paste 7 105 


263-1 VCTORTNOTErapfaJ 
2E36 CHARGE DWRWES (21) , 
5311 -3 MERLINS RMG £2) StaH 
30134 NO LIES pi) (Q) (p C St 
1-2 L0UDEAC(USA)(21)(D 



BEtTWO: S-2 WBh The Ftoai, 5-1 
pon. 12-1 AM* Pfairtbi, 14-1 oft_. 
«7: Doytoin 9 2 G Mosae 34 (A Da 


dTUMres, 13-2 Dwert Prince, 10-1 tp- 
M6 ran 


3.50 


PRIX LUPIN (Group One) 3YO 1m 2f1 10yds 
Penalty Value £40,404 


BBC2 


«« QAYMAflTl (35) (HH <1^ Khan) A de ft^er-Ome 9 J Glftxsa 4 110 

TB- MJDEER (197) (Godc^fwi) Sased Mi Suoer (GS) 9 2 ,L DMUsl 5 116 

M-1 CROCO ROUGE (21) (CO) fteic Sad) P Bary 9 2 J UMta nff 

6 SIAARTLy TAX (USA) (27) (VfertfiariK- 6nrh«) Lfrne C Head 9 2 _NGw*ton2 - 
Bl-1 SPECIAL QUEST (Z7) (C D) ffWamo Ekttnss) Mme C Head 9 2 .0 Dotouza 3 111 
-5decbf8d- 

BEreNG: 64 Mutoto i3« Cran Ringe. S2 Spatial Owai, 33-1 oBmi 

fiST Qcutngs 920 Petier 9-t) (ar (A Fabra) drawn 0 5 ran 


'3 
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Cricket: As England's new captain inspired Surrey yesterday Leicestershire were breaking records 

Stewart 


leads by 


example 


By David UeweByn 

at The Oval 


IT HAS been rather a good 
week for Alec Stewart from a 
personal as well as from a team 
point of view. .Apart from bis ap- 
pointment as the England cap- 
tain, there has been the 
satisfaction of being an integral 
member of a Surrey side that 
has qualified (with a home tie) 
for the quarter-finals of the Ben- 
son & Hedges Cup. Yesterday 
it was rounded off with a fine 
hundred as Surrey set a chal- 
lenging, but not impossible, 
target for Somerset to attack. 

Fbr much of his admirable in- 
nings, bis fourth century in the 
50- over competition, Stewart 
was partnered by Ben Hofltoafce. 
Together the master and his ap- 
prentice entertained a sizeable 
and appreciative crowd. Hol- 
lioake, who has been out of 
sorts of late and is in desperate 
need of an opportunity to show 
what he can do, was content to 
be a spectator himself for around 
a dozen overs. He was in a 
prime position to see at first hand 
what Stewart can do. 

There was a calculated feel 
to Stewart's innings- He paces 
himself perfectly in this kind of 
form. Unhurried, yet not hang- 
ing around. He is renowned fbr 
his fitness and at 35 was giving 
Hoflioake some 15 years, but it 
did hot show. The running 


between the wickets was ex- 
emplary and sharp. It prompt- 
ed his coach Keith Medfycott to 
say later: “Alec is a fit man and 
he looks as if he will go on play- 
ing for a long time.” 

He certainly batted for a long 
time, longer even than Hol- 
lioake. But by the time the 
youngster fell, leg before to 
Marcus "fresco thick for 91, he 
had done enough to convince 
everyone that be was back to the 
sort of form with the bat that 
bad seen him hit a marvellous 
match-winning innings in the 
Cup final at Lord's last year. 

In one -devastating over he 
dismissed three deliveries from 
Pakistan leg spinner Mushtaq 
Ahmed for six - two of them out 
of the ground. There were eight 
further boundaries in his mature 
98-ball inning s. Stewart lasted 
into Txescothick’s nest over be- 
fore he too succumbed, but by - 
then he had -the satisfaction of 
having shared in a 185-run 
partnership with Hollioake as 
well as batting himself into 
good nick in time for the start 
of the Tfexaco Trophy series 
against South Africa which gets 
under way in less than a fort- 
night’s time. Somerset were 
threatening to steal Stewart’s 
thunder after a 158-run open- 
ing stand between player-coadi 
Dennot Reeve and Mike Burns 
but there was still plenty left in 
the match for Stewart to savour. 


Smaller counties 
launch new format 


MINOR COUNTIES cricket 
unveils the launch of an ex- 
panded MCC Trophy this week- 
end. The one-day competition 
that boasts the carrot of a 
Lord's final has undergone a 
radical facelift in the wake of the 
England and "Wales Cricket 
Board’s “Raising the Standard" 
initiative. It has absorbed the 18 
first-dass Board XIs. minus 
Glamorgan but plus Hunt- 
ingdonshire, to become a 38- 
county competition and has 
been split into eight regional 
qualifying groups. 

The first group games, now 
60 overs apiece, are in the 
South West tomorrow when 
Devon play Dorset at Budleigh 
Sal tenon and Cornwall meet 
Somerset at Taunton. 

In the championship, played 
over two days and still the ex- 
clusive domain of the 20 Minor 
Counties, each team will play 
three of their nine matches un- 
der grade rules. This is a two- 
year experiment in which three 
games will be one-innings con- 


tests of 120 overs each, with a 
provision for outright wins in the 
event of the first innings fin- 
ding earfy. Bat the playing con- 
ditions include a points scoring 
system that deducts points for 
conceding runs and losing wick- 
ets in the second innings. 

There are four new Minor 
Counties captains in 1998. 
Cambridge blue Roger Cli th- 
eme has replaced Philip North 
at Wales, ex-Middlesex batsman 
Jason Harrison is Tim Scriven’s 
successor at Buckinghamshire 
and Bryan Jones has taken over 
from lan Payne at Shropshire. 
Cambridgeshire’s Nigel Gads- 
by has also stood down, hand- 
ing the reins to Ajaz Akhtar. 
• Durham have added Simon 
Brown to their squad for the 
first time this season fbr today's 
Benson and Hedges Cup tie 
against Yorkshire at Heading- 
ley. He has been ruled out by a 
knee injury but has played in the 
three-day second XI match 
against Gloucestershire which 
ended yesterday. 


Scoreboard 


Benson and Hedges Cup ?522^£5£ l ? WaaB -A 

One day ^ S OrtwbWah ZZZZZHZ 5 

Leicestershire v Minor Counties Be&nfoH Et 

LEICESTER: LetessieraHra (2pts) win by TbM (20 owi) 12B 

286 rum. P** 1 -56. 2-65, W, 4-8S 5-tti, B-H0, 7-TT7. 

aJ5sS?Mula*y 2 - 0 - * 0 ; MBns M- M 

HEBSfilifMil- « 7-VZT* Law* Wafa 

Umpiros: KEPrtmBrand JW Uoyti& 

P V Simmons cjcldsrtlh b FMdna ..-■37 onttlanri u tto rti wrii l rs 
V 0 WIMS C FWtfng b PorTWt * SCODHOO v ueraysnire 

J M DsWn b Pomwt >..44 FORFAR: Darby stu la (2pts) win bjr tftraa 

*C C Lewis nrt out .55 iricfcets. 

fP A NK* i nctoui..^-- .23 Oeriiyshln j won loss 

“JS SCOTLAND 

5 ^ ? 4 -g 3 & B Q Cterta 

EffJlS? SSI. BMWPattoMrcSpsralawbHsrrta -9 

R Locfcnarttowb Srt a 2 * 

pimen “w 5 

M J D AWig^iani tow b AWpbO —12 

MMOH COUNTIES „ J E Brinkley run out 0 

D M V te d b ammons " s Gouty rwi out —2* 

n CM WHghtc DeRetasb HsnM 9 

A Jp™» cW”" js==z r £ NBDywnofout 0 

11 EJOnw (bt toa w12) 21 

Tbt > l (WAowri) 174 


Alec Stewart strikes out on his way to a century at The Oval yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Hampshire sell 
County Ground 


Major defeat for the Minors 


HAMPSHIRE have sold their 
County Ground headquarters in 
Southampton to the building 
firm Berkeley Homes for £5m. 

The County Ground has 
been Hampshire's home since 
1885 and they will use the mon- 
ey to help finance the building 
cif their new ground at Wast End 
on the northern outskirts of the 
dty. The total cost of relocat- 
ing is £16m, with over £7m 
having already been received in 
a National Lottery grant 

Chief executive, Tbny Bak- 
er, said: “The ground at North- 
lands Road has been an 
important part of Hampshire’s 
history and when the time 
comes we wfil be sad to go.” 

Northlands Road wfll be de- 
veloped into high quality hous- 
ing after Hampshire have 
moved on by 2000. 


By Mike Carey 

at Leicester 


Leicestershire 382-6 
Minor Counties 126 
Leicestershire wfri by 256 rum 


THE Minor Counties subject- 
ed they would be in for some se- 
rious leather-hunting here 
yesterday, given the current 
form of Darren Maddy and 
Leicestershire’s need to pep up 
their run rate to try to ensure 
a place in the quarter-finals of 
the Benson & Hedges Cup. 

They were not disappointed. 
Madefy obliged by making 151 
from 125 balls, Leicestershire’s 
382 for six was the second high- 
est total in the competition's his- 
tory and the Minors themselves 
embarrassed their hosts by blitz- 
ing some erratic bowling before 
subsiding to the second-heavi- 


est defeat the competition has 
known. 

It all left Leicestershire with 
a healthy new run rate of 2332. 
Their fate still depends on what 
happens in today’s games, but 
they wfll not have much of a fu- 
ture anyway if their opening 
bowlers, David Mains and Alan 
MuIIally are as profligate with 
the new ball as they were here. 

Earlier this week Leicester- 
shire bowled 53 wides, a Cup 
record. That was due in part to 
fins pair operating for reasons 
known best to themselves, at foe 
wrong ends. There was no such 
excuse this time and David Ward, 
a fine player of fast bowling in 
his Surrey days, showed his tal- 
ents bad not diminished by tak- 
ing 18 off Mfllns’ opening over. 

Eventually Vince Wells, 
moving the ball around at ac- 
curate medium pace, restored 


some order and emerged with 
six for 25. The Minors mil be 
highly disappointed at stumping 
from 85 for 1 to 126 all out, es- 
pecially after keeping their 
heads very well in the field. 

They did not enjoy too much 
rub of the green. Madefy, for in- 
stance, might well on another 
day have been caught off a lead- 
ing edge at 13. But after that he 
was awesome, both in the pow- 
er and the variety of his strokes. 
He hit three sixes and 19 fours. 

On this pitch there was no 
margin of error for part-time 
bowlers. But amid the carnage, 
Cumberland’s Marcus Sharp 
conceded only 29 runs from 10 
overs, before Maddy, making his 
last 50 from only 27 balls, 
Jonathan Dakin (44 from 29 
balls) and Chris Lewis (55 from 
30 balls) emphasised that it 
was a batsman’s day. 


FWb 1-26, 2-64, 5-VXX 4 -T3R 8-187, 6-137. 
7-07. fl-ML 9-1H 

Bowling: DoFreitaa 4-0-10-0; Harris 
84*22-2; AJdPBd 10-0-38*1 ; CorkO^KKW; 
Barnett 10-2-35-1 ; Ctarto 6-2-22-2 
DERBYSHIRE 

*D G Cork c Darias b Wright 14 

1 DBIackvnB cDrartaab Wright 0 

A S ftotas Jtw b BrhWay « 

K J Barnett c and ft Gourtey „._37 

P A J Da Freitas c Darias b Waamson ,_7 

VP Oartcefa WUamaon 14 

B J Sp«fKfcwi tnrb Dyer 5 

TAlYroats not out 42 

tK M KrMten rwi out _ 22. 


B C HaSoato tow b Treacotftfcfc £1 

M A Butcher b Reeve 15 


Group A 


•A J Hoioata b TreacoWck ... 
N ShaNd not out 


J O Ratefffe tow b CaMck ... 
I □ K Safabury not out 


W 

..13 


P W L. NR PH 


-..fl 


Extras (bl bH, wS) 
Tbtai (torft, SO) 

FaB: 1-40, 2-22$ 

DM nqt bat " 

Bonjamin. 


J* 


SOovra) — a 

SS. 35«f 4^55 
M P BidaHja, M AW J 


296 
6-261 
E 


i (bl wit nb0) ... 
Total 0or 7, 49 tnm ) . 


_20 


.177 


Ftffc 1-0. 2-34, 3-43, 4-57. 5-78, 064, 7-HU 
DM not btt P Aktad A J Harris. 

Buwtoiy. t)^31-1; WWght 0207-2; 
ABnaham 7-0-&M7, WHamson 100-46-2; 
Dyw 8*0-26-1 ; Gotrlay 4-0-14-1 
Un^riras: H D Brd and M J Harris. 


Bomflng: Cadcfck tH-4*-2; Ftaaa TW-4M; 
Row XW>64-J; ThBseetMdr HMM63; 
Murftaq 3-OOBO; Plereon &OOSO; Parsons 
1-0-9-Q 
SOMERSET 

D A Rasve c BfckneJ bAJ Hatkmke ..SO 
MBumsbr - 
M E Tnsscotffclt b SaSstxvy 25 


*P DBowtortowb BCI 
R J Hardan b B C HoBooha . 


Surrey v Somerset 

THE OVAL: Somsraat. wlh two wicksts 
stand big, racpiba 46 runs off &2 own. 
Surrey won nos 
SURREY 

A D Brown c Rom b Cad** « 

tA J Stewart c Caddck b Troscdhlck .VS 


GD Rom c Shahid bBfcknea u 

Ifi J I Turner c A J HoCoaita b ERefcndl —8 
K A Pareona notout : 6 


Loict 

Wavlcki 

6 

4 

—.4 

Notts 

llmlllonls 

4 

UBnorCounHn 

.£ 

Group B 

P 


3 


3 

Wares _.™ 


DortsysMrs 

4 

Group C 

P 


.4 

Kart? 



_„.4 


.4” 


Today’s fixtures 

One day: li.o 

Benson and Hedges Cup 

THE PARKS: British Univeraitias v Kent 
CARDIFF: Gterrcngsn v Mtdcfiesax. 
BRISTOL: Qoocoffloraf*a v Haxmstxre. 
EGUNTON: Ireland v Sussex. 

OUJ TRAFFOlTO: Lancashbs v Northamp* 
tonsKro. 

EDGBAS TON: WarwtcksKra v Notttog- 
iramsMre. 

HEADfNGLEY! \brkshire v Durham. 


2 1 1 s 


A R Caddck b B C HoDoaMs 

Mushtaq Ahmed not out 

Eadrasffitt w7. nbG). 


-23 


BrltMi Untvs 4 13 0 2 

Hampshire A 13 0 2 

Doaa net include Sumy v Somerset gam 
SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHP: Worcester 


Tbta! (lor B, 44j4 ovora) _____„__2S1 
MDa 4 - 2cnM32 - 6 ^ 

lbbacARKnereon. 

Umptras: R Palmer and P Wley. 


Tomorrow’s fixtures 

Goa daf.ZQ unless stated 

AXA League 

CARDIFF: Glamorgan v Somerset (10). 
BRISTOL; Gtoucaata ra hirav Want 
SOUTHAMPTON: Hampshire v Essex. 
OLD TRAFFORO: Lancashire v Darbyahkv. 
TRENr BRIDGE: NodtogharneMv v Dutvn 
roGBASTOMWBrwftWvsvLaicoatBishira 
(U*. 

HEADINQJEVI; Vorkshra « Suray: 


Fbtatt 4-24 




savm wlekMs. 


re win by 


MOC TTOPHYJtbi* day^ TI J): Gregg 


Ons: BudMgh Sanartom Devon v ( 
Uwnton: Samanret v Gomwat 


Bullets given Finger boost 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 


MIKE FINGER has been re- 
warded with a new contract for 
ranching Peugeot Bullets Birm- 
ingham to the Budweiser 
Championships play-off title 
in his rookie year, but may 
have to build a new team for 
□ext season. 

Finger was one of the few 
oo aches to keep the same line- 
up for the whole of last season, 
but the salary expectations of 
some of his leading players, in- 
cluding Tbny Dorsey, Nigel 
Lloyd, Reggie Kirk and the 
England international, Chris 


Haslam, would force the dub 
over the £150,000 salary cap for 
next season. 

Dorsey received the Most 
Valuable Player title fbr the sec- 
ond time in the Wembley play- 
offs, winning it last time after 
Birmingham’s previous success 
in 1996. The American will im- 
prove his marketability this 
summer if he obtains British cit- 
izenship since marrying a Birm- 
ingham woman. 

“Working with the group of 
players we have had this season 
has been a real pleasure. My 
hope is to keep all the guys to- 
gether,” Finger sakL Bnt be also 
acknowledged that profession- 
al players must be expected to 


pursue the best deal they can 
find. 

The Bullets owner, Harry 
Wrublewski, left for Australia 
this week to discuss the situa- 
tion with his brother, Mike, 
and other board members of 
their aster dub. The Sydney 
Kings, bin insisted he would not 
be willing to break the salary 
cap. 

The 6ft 11 in Haslam, who 
plays for England this weekend 
in the Basketfest tournament in 

Manchester, would be certain to 
attract interest from Budweis- 
er League rivals and dubs from 
the Continent if he eventually 
decides not to sign a new deal 
with the Bullets. 


Calcavecchia in solid mood 


THE former champion Mark 
Calcavecchia fired a flawless 65 
to hold a one-stroke lead when 
darkness halted play in the first 
round of the PGA BellSouth 
Classic in Duluth, Florida, on 
Thursday. 

Calcavecchia, the 1995 win- 
ner, continued his solid play 
with an eagle at the par-four 
fifth hole, added five birdies to 
his seven-under effort, and was 
one shot in front of unherald- 
ed Steve Flesch and Mexico’s 
Esteban Tbledo. 

Six more players, including 
PGA Tbur money leader David 


Duval, were two strokes back, 
three of them in the clubhouse 
and three more on the course. 1 
Duval, coming off his second 
victory of the year at last week's 
Houston Open, is one of three 
players in the clubhouse on 67, 
along with Scott Verplank and 
GlenHnatxuk. 

Tiger Woods - like Cal- 
cavecchia making his first ap- 
pearance since the Masters - 
carded a three-under 69 to lie 
four shots off the lead. 

Britain's Tommy Horton 
fought off a severe stomach up- 
set to return an opening round 
of 70 in the Beko Seniors 
Classic at the Gloria Resort 
course in TVirkey yesterday. 


This left the defending cham- 
pion two strokes behind the 
tournament leader, Geoff 
Parslow of Australia. 

Horton was hit by a bout of 
gastroenteritis early last month 
before going to play in Ameri- 
ca but thought it hod deared upt 
It returned on Thursday after- 
noon, though, and he said: “It 
makes me feel sick, tired and 
listless and at the moment Tm 
frightened of eating or drinking 
anything.' 1 

But Horton, who won in 
Spain last weekend, was de- 
lighted with his round and 
quipped: “It’s nice to have a new 
face at the top of the leader 
board for a change.” 


L/T* 








Eagles wary 
of Wigan’s 
cup 


- c 



Rugby League 


By Dave HadfieW 


BY THE strange serendipity 
that attends fixtures lists, today’s 
meeting between Sheffield 
Eagles and Wigan provides a 
classic case study in how two 
sides will react to the biggest 
Wembley upset of recent times. 
- just seven days . after 
Sheffield won the Silk Cut 
ChiaBebge Cup. they face their 
vanquished Wembley oppo- 
nents, Wigan, in the Super 
League. Who says that- com- 
puters. do not have a sense of 
humour? 

The joke for Sheffield is 
that they are now expected to 
do what they refused to do at 
Wembley by succumbing to 
Wigan’s might, not- to mention 
their wounded pride. 

“It’s bound to be a bit special 
for them," said the Sheffield 
coach, John Rear. “But don’t 
forget that it’s a special day for 
us as wen.” 

■ Sheffield have two ambi- 
tions. One is to attract a. decent 
crowd to the Don Valley Stadi- 
um to celebrate last week’s 
success; the other is to demon- 
strate that it was no fluke. Rear 
can add the cup-tied Steve 
Molloy to his Wembley squad 
and his only slight doubt con- 
cerns Dave Watson, who has a 
calf strain that saw him substi- 
tuted late in the final after a fine 
individual contribution. * 

What is hard to quantify is 
how the Eagles will respond to 
their week of unfamiliar 
adulation and media attention. 
Their post-Wembley party went 
on as long as you would expect 
of such a convivial club and 
when Mark Aston collected his 
Lance Tbdd Trophy on Wednes- 
day night, his acceptance speech 
was delivered in a croaky whis- 
per “I won’t be able to call 
many moves,” he admitted. 


“I’ve lost my voice with all die 

interviews.” • ' 

After all this, and a civic re- 
ception last night, « & . "realistic 
to expect him and hit team-' 
mates to produce the game of 
a lifetime twice in a week? 
probably riot, but ths n.lt w as 
never realistic to espeettbem fo 
win at Wrrabtey. 

It has also been an interest- 
ing week at Wigan. Merit in a 
major final. was. a nevV -experi- 
ence for many of their players, 
just as losing at Wembfey was 
for .most of their supporters. 
There’s, been a good dear erf 
soul-seardimg at life dub, tem- 
pered by a determination not to 
over-react to what is, after all, 
just one result. . .. . 

“Tve never said that we were 
gomg to go through the season 
undefeated;” said . then coach 
John Monie. “Well win a lot of 
battles this year, but some we 
won’t win.” ' 

The dub held a meeting to 
plan future recruitment this 
weekend, but that (foes not 
denote a panic over the current 
strength of the squad. Indeed, 
Monie has specifically ruled 
outthe move for the St Helens 
booker, Keirori Cunningham, 
that has been rumoured for 
months. 

Monie should, limit his 
changes today fo one that be ' 
was already considering before 
Wembley, going into the game 
with three rather -than four 
props. On reflection, he feels 
that with two extra [props on the $ 
bench none of his front rowers 
gets enongh rugby, to' bring out 
his best 

You could argue that That 
showed through at Wembley. 
Tbny O’Connor is the man 
likefy to miss out, with the ■ 
utility back Paul Johnson 
coming into the squad. It is a 
minor alteration, bur Monie 
and Wigan wfll be looking for 
a major improvement 
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Qatar finally allow 
women to compete 


Athletics 


THE Finnish javelin thrower, 
MikaeJa Ingberg, launched a 
new era on Thursday when she 
became the first woman to 
compete in a professional sports 
event in the GulL 

The 1995 world bronze 
medallist won her event at an 
international meeting in Doha. 
Qatar in which women were al- 
lowed to compete for the first 
time. “We weren’t sure what to 
expect," Ingberg said. “When we 
came In to the stadium, we 
heard Iols of whistles. We even- 
tually realised that they were 
wolf whistles and that the Qatari 
people were glad to see us." 

Nawal el Moutawakel- 
Bennis, of Morocco, the first 
Moslem woman to win an 
Olympic title, said the women 
competitors had received a 
warm welcome. “I am so re- 
lieved that it’s all over,” she said. 
“Ws were all very nervous about 
what sort of welcome the 
women would get here but it 
was very encouraging. It could 
have been very bad but on the 
whole everyone was under- 
standing and very responsive.” 


The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation had told 
Qatari officials that their meet- 
ing would be granted Grand 
Prix status only if they allowed 
women to compete. In return . 
Qatar introduced a dress code, 
ruling out skimpy dothing but 
allowing the women athletes to . 
take part dressed in T-shirts, 
singlets, cycling shorts and 
tracksuit trousers. 

A special family section was 
set aside for Qatari women but 
only a handful attended. Thou- 
sands of expatriate women were 
present, thou^intbe crowd of ' 
20,000. “1 think it’s a - great 
tournament and it’sso good to 
see women taking part/’ said 
Olga Bravits, a Russian woman 
living in Qatar. “This will really 
make people at up and takeno- - 
tice of Qatar and they wfll see 
that a Moslem nation can be 
progressive without kvang sigh t 
of its culture and traditions.”. 

On the track, -the Olympic 
champion, Donovan Bailey, won . 
the 100 metres while foe.. 
Olympic 1500 metres champion, 
^°ure<k£iie Morcdi, wasbeateu 
by Kenya's John lGbaweri, tbe.- 
worid cross country champion 
over four kilometres.' ' . 


Slough stripped by 
international 
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Hockey 
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By Bill Cotwill 
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a Women's 
Cup final between Slough and 
Clifton Scottish Life has been 
devalued by the absence of in- 
ternational players on both 
rides because of intransigent at- 

titudesand lact .. F F - , . . 



Slough, gomg for a unique 
treble of Indoor, National 
League and Cup tides will be 
“Bring five Internatio nale ^ 
foqr were for the semi-finals. 
The coach, John Shaw, was still 
“upbeat" about their chances 
saying: M I am miles away from 
worrying about absent players. 
We have a large squad and I am 
still confident we can win.” 


vou WUL 

m- ^n en J ? rown ’ Ma ndy 
Nicholls and Jane Smith are in 


England’s World Cup squad, 
whilst Sue MacDonald is in 
Scotland’s. Sarah' Relleher is 
wanted by Ireland for their 
game agahist Whlei' - : 

CKficmwiB be misring Vfefeii 
international. Rachel OTBrien' 
and have doubts about learfing ; 
goaiscorer Denise Marstote; 
Smith, whip fractured her wrist 
in theil BrinT ^ftnal wn a gamft t 
High town. The wrist came dot .. 
of plaster on Thursday but ft* 
doubtful foatEhe wfll playr - > . 

Appearing in their third suc- 
cessive final and still without a . -r. 
trophy, CEfton rire, mfffowradl i- 
of their captain; Timmy Mffler-7 . 
“Looking forward; to the gan* r 
having already secured a p tecs'. : 
in Europe." Qri : foteribMuce of 
internatioiial : play^s^e saifc 
“The competition ' has -.been ■ 
greatly devali^bur weeanox^ j 
play the foam pot before US-” 1 ’ 
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Tetley’s Bitter Cup final: Springbok inspiration could make the difference for Saracens. Chris Hewett reports 


Capital rivals prepare for passion play 


FRANCOIS PIENAAR wins 
cup finals In the precisely the 
same way that Louis Luyi makes 
enemies: efficiently, single- 
mindediy and with astonishing 
frequency. He played no fewer 
than 19 of them back home in 
South Africa, all as captain, 
and lost only one. As the late 
Kftcb Christie said lo his protege 
before the 1995 World Cup 
final in Johannesburg: “Hey 
Franqois, when we get this far, 
we don’t Jose, eh?" And no, the 
Springboks did not lose. 

Pienaar will not captain 
Saracens in this afternoon's 
Tfetley’s Bitter Cup final at 
Twickenham; that honour goes 
to Tony Diprose, a concert 
pianist of a No 8 whose soft 
hands and cherubic features 
tend to conceal the fact that he 
too is a natural leader, his in- 
spirational qualities fired in 
the flames of recent adversity. 
But the most celebrated Spring- 
bok of modem Limes will be 


alongside him when: it matters 
and as long as his dodgy ham- 
string permits him to remain 
there, Sarries will feel their 
name is on the trophy. 

The competitive juices have 
been flawing at flood level all 
week, for Pienaar does not sub- 
scribe to the theory that sport- 
ing journeys are more satisfying 
than sporting arrivals. When a 
silver pot is glinting away on the 
mountain top, the big flanker 
from the high veldt likes to get 
there without delay. “It's been 
a fruitful year for us but it can 
still come to nothing,” he said 
this week. “It is Saracens' first 
cup final; for all our achieve- 
ments, most of the guys do not 
know what it takes to he a win- 
ner. It is time they found oul ” 

Lawrence Dallaglio has 
been making similar noises on 
behalf of a Wasps team who 
discovered the an of winning 
last season but then suffered 
a lengthy bout of amnesia: 


"No one remembers the 
runners-up," he snarled. “When 
we last made the final in 1995, 
we regarded getting to Twicken- 
ham as an achievement in itself. 
Somehow, it was enough. It's 
not enough now. 

“We’ve changed our per- 
spective, raised our sigh ts Sara- 
cens have shown great character 
in taking the Premiership con- 
test down to the wire without 
being able to put their best 
players on the field, but we also 
pride ourselves on our ability to 
look made ourselves and pro- 
duce something extra.” 

If the imminent collision of 
two supreme competitive spirits 
makes today’s showpiece the 
most fascinating in years, it is 
vilai that the game should 
realise its obvious promise; not 
just because English rugby is in 
need of a decent cup final - last 
year’s Leicester-Sole affair was 
dismal beyond belief - but be- 
cause the game in London 


urgently requires a public rela- 
tions pick-me-up. Passions are 
running at a record high across 
the traditional nnlon heart- 
lands but Saracens apart, the 
capital clubs have struggled to 
quicken the imagination and 
raid the pockets of the vast 
potential audience on their 
doorstep. 

Disturbingly, Whsps bad 
shifted only half of their 15,000 
ticket allocation by TUesday 
afternoon and although Ttoick- 

nffiriak remain rn nfirim t 

of a sell-out, there is no doubt 
that Londoners have been slow- 
er than their provincial brethren 
in taking the professional game 
to heart “This final is good for 
London," Dallaglio asserted. 
“It’s our jab to make it some- 
thing to remember.” 

Whatever happens, rugby 
will remember the contribu- 
tions of Michael Lynagh, the 
most prolific scorer in Tbst his- 
tory, and Philippe Sella, the most 


capped international of them alL 
Barring injury, both win play in 
Saracens' final Premiership 
match on Thursday; Sella, in- 
deed, aims to return to Twick- 
enham in a fortnight to appear 
for one side or the other in the 
Sanyo Cup. To all intents and 
purposes, however, this is the 
grand farewell. It will be emo- 
tional in the extreme, their pres- 
ence capturing the sympathy 
vote from the 50,000 neutrals in 
the stands. 

Wasps have made a virtue of 
fruiting up against the odds and 
they are probably the fresher, 
quicker outfit, regardless of 
their inexplicable decision to 
leave Paul Sampson on the 
bench. But Saracens possess the 
best front five in Englan d and 
a half-back pairing of consum- 
mate class. If their walking 
wounded make it all the way to 
the final whistle, one half of the 
double will surely be done and 
dusted. 


SARACENS v WASPS 

at Twickenham 



15 . 

.. G Rees 


14 

S Roiser 


13 — 

M Denney 


12 

R Henderson 


II - 

LScrase 


10 - 

. A King 


9 

„ M Friday 


I 

„ __D Molloy 


2 

.5 Mitchell 

P Wallace 

3 . 

.. W Green 


4 

Weedon 


$ „ 

_JS Shaw 


6 

J Worsley 


7 _ 

P Volley 


8 -L 

Dallaglio, capt 



Rapjacementag 16 M Singer. 17 
R Wdtaces 18 A Le* » M Oban 
20 A Bennetc 21 A OKen 22 
G Bonerman. 

Replacements: 16 P Samp- 
son; 17 A Gomarsafl: 18 M 
Wine; 19 A Reed; 20 IDunston; 

21 A Blade 22 T Leota. 

Referee: C White (Cheltenham) KJck-oflfc 3pm (Sky Sports 2) 


Big game occupying 
Johnson’s thoughts 

Saracens’ South African full-back may make a decision to retire 
after the club's attempt on the double. Chris Hewett talked to him 


IF Gavin Johnson was once a 
model of uncertainty, he is no 
longer quite so sure of himself. 
Saracens’ imposing South 
African full-back agonised long 
and hard before throwing in his 
lot with the north Londoners 
and spent much of this season 
doubting whether his rebel- 
lious body would allow him to 
play more than a walk-on part 
in his dub’s courageous chal- 
lenge for a first professional 
league and cup double. Now 
that he is playing, he is in two 
minds as to whether he should 
continue doing so. Truly, his in- 
decision is final. 

Under the circumstances, it 
is a minor miracle that he 
should have pulled off the most 
decisive tackle of the season to 
date; an inspirational flash of 
defensive brilliance that may yet 
win Saracens the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership. “Yes, that was an 
important tackle,” he says, re- 
calling the last minute - nay. last 
second - corner-flagging hit 
that denied Jamie Williams, 
his Harlequins opposite num- 
ber, what would have been a 
match-winning and Premier- 
ship-deciding try at The Stoop 
10 days ago. “I’m quite proud 
of that one.” 

It is perfectly conceivable, 
likely even, that Johnson has 
only two games of big-time 
rugby left to him. A lifelong 
fisherman and passionate 
wildlife enthusiast, he has a 40- 
kilometre stretch of virgin 
Zambian game reserve waiting 
for him the moment he retires 
and be is currently weighing the 
obvious attractions of a Hem- 
ingwayesque life in the Upper 
Zambezi against the prospect 
of another season of tough 
Pr emi ership activity in lower 
Witford. Well, what would you 
do? 

Less than a month ago, 
Johnson’s mind was uncharac- 


teristically dose to being made 
up; after Saracens’ outstanding 
semi-final victory at Northamp- 
ton, the guarded and vexy pri- 
vate Springbok from the 
Thmsvaal quietly let it be 
known that he would leave 
England at the end of the sea- 
son and take over the man- 
agement of his Zambian 
business interests in person. At 
which point, the Sarries man- 
agement asked him to recon- 
sider. He has been chewing the 
fat ever since. 

“It’s 95 per cent certain 
that m go back to Africa," he 
said this week. “The game re- 
serve is upstream of Victoria 
Falls; remote, untouched and 
extremely beautiful. We have 
hippo and crocodile, out- 
standing fishing and wonderful 
bird life. It’s a dream, redly. 
I’ve always had a serious love 
affair with the bush, with wild 
Africa, and the chance to com- 
bine that passion with a busi- 
ness venture of huge potential 
exdtes me. 

“Having said that, the re- 
serve is in dependable hands at 
the moment and tb_re is no 
good business reason why it 
shouldn’t stay that way for an- 
other season. I have another 
year on my Saracens contract 
and while they’re happy to re- 
lease me if I decide lo go, 
they’ve asked me to consider 
staying on. Six months ago, 1 
wouldn’t have given it a second 
thought Now, though, Ym en- 
joying my rugby so much that 
it’s a possibility.” 

Johnson was born into South 
African farming stock 31 years 
ago, played three Currie Cup fi- 
nals with Transvaal and 
emerged as a serious Test chal- 
lenger to Andre Joubert, the 
Rolls-Royce of Springbok full- 
backs. He made three appear- 
ances in Frangois Pienaar’s 
triumphant 1995 World Cup- 


winning campaign; indeed, he 
confronted Gareth Rees, the 
Canadian Vfasp who opposes 
him today, in what became 
known as the Battle of Boet 
Erasmus. Neither went the dis- 
tance; Johnson withdrew with 
concussion while Rees was sent 
off for trying to concuss every- 
one else. 

It was Pienaar, now Sara- 
cens’ player-coach, who first 
planted the seeds of an English 
sojourn in Johnson’s mind. “He 
was looking for a full-back and 
thought of me. 1 gave him an 
adamant ’no way 1 at first but he 
talked me round. I'd signed a 
three-year contract with the 
South African union, but Louis 
Luyt obliged by releasing me 
early and the next thing I knew, 

I was here in London. 

*Td been in the British Isles 
before - 1 played for Blackrock 
College in Ireland for six 
months -but I don't suppose for 
a. moment that I'd have come 
back had it not been Frangois’ 
idea. His leadership of the 
Springboks was quite out- 
standing and if anything, his 
abilities are even greater now. 
He always makes yon feel that 
victory if possible, that you can 
achieve the ultimate on a rug- 
by field, and his impact here at 
Saracens has been something 
.else." 

Frustralingly, any early im- 
pact Johnson plight have made 
was blunted by injury. Saracens 
knew he was a high-quality 
marksman and an extraordi- 
narily accomplished kicker out 
of hand - the best in the Pre- 
miership, perhaps - but try as 
their physios might, they could 
not get him on to the pitch. 
Even now, he has played only 

II Premiership games for the ti- 
tle challengers and two of those 
were at the fag end of last sea- 
son. 

“There were two separate 


problems with my hamstring 
and my left knee went as well," 
he said. “1 couldn't seem to get 
myself fit and I ended up feel- 
ing pretty negative about things. 
1 came to the conclusion that Td 
had enough of rugby and should 
start thinking about my future 
outside the game. But the chib 
were very supportive and full of 
encouragement and in recent 
weeks, my body has started to 
behave and I’ve loved every 
minute of it 

“Whatever I decide to do- 
and I’ll be speaking to the dub 
next week - 1 feel very privi- 
leged to be playing in an Eng- 
lish cup final. I’ve been 
fortunate enough to have ex- 
perienced my fair share of spe- 
cial occasions; Currie Cup 
finals in South Africa generate 
fantastic interest and even 
though I played only seven 
Tests, one was against New 
Zealand and another against 
Western Samoa in a very emo- 
tional World Cup quarter-final. 
Twickenham has a tradition of 
its own, though, and I’m hon- 
oured to be involved in this 
match.” 

Saracens freely admit that 
Johnson will be difficult to re- 
place. especially now that they 
have abandoned any thought of 
shelling out mega-bucks for 
Tim Stimpson, the disaffected 
Tbst Lion from Newcastle. “It’s 
up to Gavin, but he knows how 
highly we rate him," said Mark 
Evans, the director of rugby, this 
week. “You’ve seen something 
approaching the best of him in 
recent weeks and when he plays 
at that level, he’s the Real Mc- 
Coy." 

Evans can rest assured that 
for today, at least, bis prize full- 
back is more concerned with the 
big game at Twickenham than 
the big game back home. After 
that, who knows? Certain^ not 
Johnson. 



Metcalfe takes centre stage Cjubs agree deal with RFU 


By Bryn Palmer 


asgcrw Hawks full-back 
letcalfe will take cen- 
: at Murrayfield today 
jeond Division cham- 
n to cap a remarkable 
m with a Tennents Vel- 
triumpb over Kelso, 
surely will not be the 
the New Zealander en- 
bflling at the national 
as a first Scotland cap 
ever closer with each 

he 26 -year-old former 


posed of three Premiership 
One sides en-route to the final 
they will start as firm favourites 
against Adam Roxburgh s. 
Border raiders. 

“ But Metcalfe, despite his 
obvious seif-belief, is wary of 
raising expectations too high: 
“Wfe have scored some nice tries 
this season and won games 
well but it is a totally different 
ball game going into a 
this,” he said. “1 played a cou- 
ple of games at Murrayfield two 
years ago in the district cham- 
pionship... but this wiU be the 
biggest game I have played at 
dub level for the Hawks. 

Not least, he admits, be- 
canse of the departure of noless 
than seven of the Hawks side, 



per districts” next season. Its 
ashame really that it’s probably 

the last limc^Tlplayt^^ 

asa team.” Metcalfe added. ^ 


have done so well in our first sea- 
son and, right from day one, we 

have played for each other. 

The Hawks have won 
through to the Mmrayfield stage 
on the back Of victories over 
Whtsoniaos and Boroughmuir 
in the two previous rounds, 
but Kelso, meanwhile, have al- 
ready done superbly to get this 
far, having also accounted 'for 
Premiership One opposition in 
their last three ties. 

For the coach. Brace Ruther- 
ford, who has also steered the 
dub to the brink of the top flight 
via next Saturday's play-off 
deader agonist Heriot's FP, the 
cup run has been a welcome 
bonus: “I would rather win the 
one the following week to be 
honest— that is the onewe have 
been wurkmg all season for," he 
admitted. "But now that we 
are there, we will go out to give 
it our best shot before thinking 
about Heriot’s.” 


By Chris Hewett 


AT LONG fast, a vote for com- 
mon sense. England’s warring 


terday after two long years 
bloody cavil conflict and a 
though a handful of bard-lir 
extremists will undoubted 
head for the mountains to pl< 
their - revenge, the domest 
game can finally start celebra 
ing peace in its time. 

Both the Rugby Footba 
Union council and its managi 
ment board gave overwhelmiz 
support to a wide-ranging, sc 
en-year agreement hammers 
out by the rival .negotiator 
teams led by Graham Smith, tl 
RFU member far Kent, an 
Tom Walfa'nsh aw, the Fonnui 
One team owner who has am 
jority share in Gloucester. 

“The deal underpins the e 
forts of the England tearnwhi 


recognising the club-based na- 
ture of rugby in this country,” 
said Smith. “We went in with a 
positive attitude and while it’s 
fair to say that we’ve had our 
moments of discord, weVe come 
out with a positive agreement" 

As expected, England’s 
Premiership dubs win boycott 
next year’s Heineken Cup. The 
Allied Dunbar top flight wiU ac- 
commodate 14 teams next sea- 
son and professional players win 
operate under standard con- 
tracts featuring built-in release 
dates for international rugby — 
a move certain to infuriate Cliff 
Brittle, the marginalised RFU 
chairman, and his major ally, 
Fran Cotton, who has already 
set the wheels in motion for a 
special general meeting in the 
summer. 

Cotton will be positively 
apoplectfaattheRKTsdedsicm 
to turn its back on provincial 


rugby, the resurrection of which 
he has turned into a ansa de. He 
will almost certainly claim that 
the dubs have won to the detri- 
ment of rugby worldwide. 

However, the clubs have 
made significant concessions 
on key issues. Full England 
players -that is to say, those in- 
volved in Tbst squads -will play 
no more than 37 games a sea- 
son and to that end. Premier- 
ship rugby will be played on or 
around international weekends. 
Never before have the chibs ac- 
cepted the principle of playing 
important games without their 
leading lights. 

“We’ve also ensured that 
there will be no Premiership 
dosed shop; there win always be 
promotion and relegation, 7 ' said 
Smith, whose quiet and re- 
strained approach made him a 
key figure in the wheeling and 
dealing. Next season, Bedford 


and West Hartlepool will join 
the Site while London Scottish 
and Rotherham will accompa- 
ny them if they triumph in their 
respective play-off matches with 
Bristol and London Irish. 

Crucially, the clubs have 
agreed to make the deal un- 
challengeable for seven years. 
Even if the European Commis- 
sion comes down in favour of the 
dubs’ application on constitu- 
■ tional and commercial rights 
this autumn, its findings win not 
be brought to bear on the run- 
ning of the domestic game. 

Smith and his colleagues 
must now sell the deal to a hos- 
tile and reactionary Interna- 
tiona! Rugby Board in Dublin 
on 18 May. Until then, the 12 
dubs who make up die existing 
Premiership top flight remain 
banned, albeit controversially, 
from playing contact with any 
side outside of England. 


Kucera 
leaves 
mark on 
Muster 


Tennis 


KAROL KUCERA, the sixth 
seed, overcame a tentative 
opening before finding his 
rhythm against Thomas 
Muster to breeze into the 
semi-finals of Lhe German 
Open in Hamburg yesterday. 

Kucera won 6-2, 6-3 after 
coming back from a break 
down in the first set, before 
embarking on a run that saw 
him take the next nine games 
and jump into a 4-0 lead in the 
second seL The 24-year-old 
Slovak, who is ranked No. 10 
in the world, rediscovered his 
ground strokes, peppering the 
lines with powerful shots and 
then frustrating Muster by 
changing his options with 
clever drop shots. 

Kurera’s semi-final oppo- 
nent will be the Spanish clay 
court specialist Albert Costa, 
who beat Fabrice Santoro of 
France 6-3, 6-4. For Costa, the 
world No 26, it will be his first 
semi-final of the year. 

Muster, who was briefly 
ranked world No 1 in 1996, 
leads the tour with 40 tourna- 
ment titles on clay, but he has 
not won on the surface in 18 
months and the Austrian has 
slipped to No 25. 

The turning point came in 
the sixth game, when the two 
players exchanged a spectac- 
ular series of diagonal drop 
shots. The rally ended with 
Muster hitting the net, Kucera 
went on to break Muster's 
serve and the Austrian never 
got back into the match. 

“Once he takes over, he can 
put a lot of pressure on you 
and wrong-foot you,” Muster 
said. “He played a lot of top 
spin and kept me far behind 
the baseline." 

The German Open repre- 
sents one of the major form 
guides for the French Open, 
the second Grand Slam event 
of the year which starts on 25 
May. “1 wouldn't say I am one 
of the favourites." Kucera said, 
“but if I am fit enough and I 
keep playing this well sure I 
could win the French Open." 

Results, Digest, page 20 


Black’s 

dressage 

delight 


Equestrianism 


By Genevieve Murphy 
zc Badminton 


STUART BLACK, the sole Ca- 
nadian competing at the Bad- 
minton Horse Trials, rode 
Market Venture to one of the 
best dressage tests ever seen in 
three-day eventing when he 
took the lead here yesterday. 

The 12-year-old horse (bred 
in England, as was his rider who 
comes from Macclesfield) pro- 
duced a wonderfully soft and 
fluent test, which included two 
perfect flying changes. 

Black now leads from two rid- 
ers sharing second place: New 
Zealand’s Mark Todd on Broad- 
cast News, with whom he won 
last year’s European Open title, 
and Owen Moore, at present the 
best of the home riders on his 
newly acquired mount. Light- 
foot Chris Bartle, who trains the 
British event team for dressage 
(and has recently helped Moore 
in that capacity) is fourth on 
WordPerfect IL 

Black, who moved to Cana- 
da in 1977 at the age of 17, has 
had recent disappointments. 
Last year, when he was dne to 
compete here for the first time, 
Market Venture was found to 
have an abscess the day before 
the horse inspection and had to 
be withdrawn. 

This year, Black and his 
mourn arrived in England two 
and a half weeks before Bad- 
minton “in case anything went 
wrong again". The horse took 
the plane journey and every- 
thing else in his stride, so much 
so that the charged atmos- 
phere is a positive help in the 
dressage arena. “It picks him up 

and brings out a bit of flair,” 
Black said. 

The standard of dressage 
was higher than on Thursday 
and overnight leader, Daisy 
Dick, had slipped to 12lh by the 
time this phase was completed. 
Results, Digest, page 20 
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Redknapp ready 

to serve club 


and country 


Football 


By Paul Walker 


JAMIE REDKNAPP will sign 
a new five-year contract with 
Liverpool next week - and tell 
Glenn Hoddle that he is fit for 
England World Cup duty. 

The Liverpool manager, Roy 
Evans, will also sit down next 
week for contract talks with 
Steve Mc Manaman in an at- 
tempt to end the saga over 
whether the winger will stay 
when his current deal runs out 
at the end of nest season. 

Redknapp is a week away 
from full fitness after struggling 
with a knee injury since the draw 
at Coventry last month, and will 
be absent again at Derby on 
Sunday in Liverpool's final 


game of the season. He said: 
“My contract is all sorted out 
and I expect to sign it on Mon- 
day. As far as playing again is 
concerned, Fm not quite ready 
yet and would probably be OK 
if we had a game nest Saturday. 
But as far as England is con- 
cerned, IwflJ be fully fit for the 
World Cup.” 

As for McManaman, he can 
leave on a free transfer next 
summer under the Bosnian rul- 
ing. Liverpool want to know his 
thinking - whether be stays or 
goes - as soon as possible. 

Liverpool are one of sever- 
al dubs to be linked with Tbt- 
tenham’s England defender Sol 
Campbell - but Spurs are de- 
termined to hang on to him and 
their other young players. In a 
press statement yesterday the. 


Chelsea and Stuttgart caught 
in quandary over Uefa Cup 


CHELSEA are set to defend 
the Cup-Winners' Cup next 
season if they lifttbe trophy on 
Wednesday - despite hints that 
they could opt out. That means 
Blackburn, Leicester, West 
Ham, Aston V3ia or Derby 
could sneak into Europe after 
all - even if they finish outside 
the Premiership top six. 

The suggestion that Gianlu- 
ca ViaUi's side could take part in 
the Uefa Cup even if they beat 
VfB Stuttgart in next: week's 
Stockholm final came after senior 
officials of Uefa. European foot- 
ball's governing body, faxed the 
German dub. Like Chelsea, who 
are Coca-Cola Cup winners and 
likely to finish fourth in the Pre- 
miership, Stuttgart - poised to 
earn a top-six Bundes%a spot- 
win alro earn a place in the Uefa 
Cup. 

The correspondence from 
Uefa suggested that Stuttgart 
would be given the option of 
choosing which competition to 
play in, an offer which would 


also be made to Chelsea if they 
triumphed in the Rasim da Sta- 
dium. With the Uefa Cup con- 
taining an extra money-spinning 
round, Stuttgart's president, 
Gerhard Mayer-Vocfelder, had 
been reported to be asking 
Bundesliga rivals to chip in 
money to Compensate his chib 
for playing in the Cup-Winners’ 
Cup instead. 

Confusion reigned at Uefe’s 
Swiss headquarters yesterday, 
with different officials sending 
divergent signals over what the 
regulations staled. If Chelsea do 
win, and defend the trophy, it 
would open up an extra Uefa 
Cup spot for the club finishing 
seventh in the Premiership. 

Chelsea’s manag in g director, 
Colin Hutchinson, said: “The 
evidence of everything we’ve 
heard from them is that we 
would be required to defend the 
Cup-Winners' Cup, because 
Uefe ranks ft second onfy to the 
Champions' League in impor- 
tance." 


White Hart Lane dob said: 
“Despite the release of several 
players under the Bosnian rul- 
ing - Jurgsn Klinsmann, Gary 
Mabbutt, David Howells, Dean 
Austin and Danny HrO - David 
Pleat [the dub’s director of 
football] has blasted that, what- 
ever attention younger talent 
like Sol Campbell, Steffen 
Iversen and Espen Baardsen 
may attract, they are not for sale. 

“Only players who are not 
part of the future p lanning of 
the chib will be considered for 
transfer trading These could in- 
clude Jos6 Dominguez and 
Justin Edinburgh. Erode Gro- 
das is also Likely to be allowed 
to leave and is currently the sub- 
ject of a transfer inquiry.” 

Manchester City are opti- 
mistic that they may soon com- 
plete Georgi Kinkladze’s 
transfer to Ajax - even though 
a fee for the Georgian has still 
not been agreed. 

Bradford City have con- 
firmed Paul Jewell as their 
manager, with a two-year con- 
tract. He has spent 10 years at 
Valley Parade as player, coach 
and then caretaker manager 
since Chris Kamara’s departure 
during the season. His assistant 
will be Chris Hutchings, whose 
position has also teen changed 
from temporary to permanent 

Fifa has declared its execu- 
tive committee is ready to dis- 
cuss banning Wimbledon's 
possible move to Ireland. Foot- 
ball's world governing body an- 
nounced in Zurich yesterday 
that it is set to consider the mat- 
ter along with several other 
points at its 8 June congress in 
Paris - two days before the 
World Cup finals begin. 

It is keen to forbid any club 
from moving to another coun- 
try white still playing in thear for- 
mer country’s league and cup 
competitions, unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. 
Wimbledon have tentative plans 
to build a 40,000 seater stadi- 
um just outside Dublin. 


Rangers left to hope Old 
Firm rivals blow last chance 


By Phil Gordon 


JONATHAN GOULD has kept 
a low profile all season, so the 
Celtic goalkeeper has to be lis- 
tened to when he claims Rangers 
are dabbling in a flight of fancy. 

The Scottish champions 
have tried to turn up the psy- 
chological pressure on the oth- 
er half of the Old Firm by 
ensuring a helicopter is kept ou 
stand-by today to whisk them 
back to Glasgow if they beat 
Dundee United and Celtic lose, 
a combination of results which 
which would present Rangers 
with a record 10th title in a row. 

Ibrox is playing host to 
32,000 fans watching events 
from Tannadice unfold on giant 
screens and one-upmanShip has 
enticed them into their bold aer- 
ial gesture. 

However, Gould, whose 
meagre total of just 24 goals 
conceded has played a crucial 
part in Celtic being in the brink 
of their first title since 1988, be- 


lieves that a victory for the 
Premier Division leaders 
against St Johnstone at Park- 
head will bring their eternal ri- 
vals crashing back to earth. 

“You have to be very care- 
ful when you do things the way 
Rangers have this week,” bris- 
tled Gould, leaving no doubt 
that it has supplied c fra moti- 
vation, if any more were need- 
ed. “Put it this way. I would be 
pretty disappointed if I didn’t 
have a championship medal by 
Saturday night.” 

More than 52,000 fans will 
pack Parkhead to see if Wim 
Jansen's team can protect their 
two-point advantage over 
Rangers. The Dutch coach re- 
mains unfazed by all the hype, 
saying: “We know what we have 
to do. We don't have to rely on 
anyone else, only ourselves.” 

Rangers believed their cham- 
pionship ambitions were dead af- 
ter they Jost to Kilmarnock last 
week until Dunfermline offered 
them a reprieve 24 hours later. 


Sporting Digest 


Dalton stretches the pack 


Sailing 

THE lead pair of Grant Dalton 
in Merit Cup and .Paul Stand- 
bridge in Tbshiba were stretch- 
ing away from the chasing pack 
yesterday as both the tempera- 
ture axxl the wind dropped on the 
eighth leg of the Whitbread race 
from Annapolis to La Rochelle, 
writes Stuart Alexander. 

Over 90 miles covered the 
first-placed Dalton to last- 


placed John Kostedd in Chesae 
Racing. 

Stfl) enjoying a successful leg 
is the all-woman crew of EF Ed- 
uation, holding fourth position 
behind Kanut Froslad's Inno- 
vation Kvaemer and positively 
relishing the opportunity of 
sighting an iceberg. Overall 
leader Paul Cayard was lan- 
guishing unhappily- 38 miles 
behind Merit in sixth place. 


Baiul in alcohol clinic 


Ice skating 

OKSANA BAIUL, the 1994 
Olympic women’s figure skat- 
ing champion, has entered a re- 
habilitation clinic to treat a 
chronic alcohol problem, a 
spokesman has said. 

Baiul, the 21-year-old Ukrai- 
nian, agreed to seek treatment 
last week, according to a 
spokesman for her New York 
publicity agency. 


Police said Baiul was driving 
drunk last year after a car ac- 
cident near Hartford, Con- 
necticut, in which her car 
skidded off the road after trav- 
elling at speeds above 100 mph. 

Baiul, who was then under 
the state's legal drinkiogage, did 
not contest a reduced charge 
and part of her sentence in- 
cluded entering an alcohol ed- 
ucation programme. 


Athletics 


DOHA GRAND PRK (Qatar) Wkwm 
rHWffsacaoom: 


(Tlrtaa (Rom) SOfit see. ISOOm: J Marenga 
(Kao) 4min 0BS4MC. 100m hordlae: M Raa> 
man (Jam) iZTCaec. 2DT 
12S& Javaftc M I ‘ 
coKE2taraua| 


72aec. Z D AHargraen (GS) 
M IpgberafHn) e&i»n Dto- 
i (Boa) Extern. 


Baseball 


AMERICAN LEAGUE: Detroit 10 OaMand 
S; Cleveland 14 Baltfcnora 5; MmesoM 6 


Boston 7; Tampa Boy 8 Kansas CKy 0; NY 
1 Anaheim 5; 


'fcrtfflees S Texas T3; Toronto 6 i 
SaatdaV Chicago WhHaSoK a 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Wwaufm 3 San 
Diago 2; AOanta 7 Lot Angelas 0: Chicago 
Cubs 2 Houston 0: PMadiUphta 7 Colorado 
Gnannatf sMcnbaaf 2: San 
ftandaco fiFtortte B: Pittsburgh fi St Louis 
0; NY Mats 8 Aitona £ 

Basketball 

NBA CONFSIBICE PUWOH=S (baat-c*- 


m Mites): Eastern Conference? IncS- 
85 Naw 'rtxfc 


. 77 (h dm kmd 2-0). 

Weetam Conference aatnl-flnafc Uadi *» 
San Antonio WB (OT) (Utah load 2-0). 


Boxing 
WBO St^Mrmicidtewaight champion 


Cateaghe may need surgery do 
hte right %enst.T 


_ , The problem arose pri- 
or to the defence of hte tide agamst 
Juan Csrk» Glmenez at Cardiff last 


month, but ha gambled on the inMy 
itogTta from fighting. But 


not preventing 1 _ _ 

the injury has not cleared up and an 
operation may be necessary. 


& 




Graeme Sharp: On the verge of an unlikely success at the helm of Bangor City 


Sharp eyes European return 


Now they are desperate to take 
advantage. 

Whiter Smith has a string of 
injury problems for his final 
league match in charge of the 
club, including Jonas Them 
and Andy Goram who have 
hamstring injuries. Smith said: 
“Celtic have the destiny of the 
title in their hands. But this has 
been a strange season. All we 
can hope fin: is a result and await 
the outcome of Celtic's game.” 

Kilmarnock will clinch the 
last remaining Uefa cup place 
if they defeat Hibernian at 
home and finish in fourth place. 
But St Johnstone, who are a 
point behind, have plenty of in- 
centive to spoil the Parkhead 
party and replace it with one of 
their own. Hearts, already as- 
sured of a place in Europe, will 
rest some players ahead of next 
week's Scottish Cap final, for 
their home match with Dun- 
fermline, while Motherwell wiD 
bring down the curtain at home 
to Aberdeen. 


GRAEME SHARP’S away 
trips are at the likes of Angle- 
sey not Airfield these days, but 
those roads may lead to Europe 
both for him and Bangor City. 

Sharp has waited an unlucky 
13 years for his dunce to return 
to the European Cup-Winners’ 
Cup since Everton's triumph hi 
Rotterdam. Now he is manager 
of Bangor he has that unex- 
pected opportunity presented by 
the Welsh Cup final against 
Connah’s Quay tomorrow. 

The Scottish striker who 
was once the key to Everton’s 
team of the Eighties has taken 
the north- Wales side to the 
brink of Europe in his first year 
in chazge. He hopes it will also 
be a passport bade to the pub- 
lic eye for him. 

Sharp took on the challenge 
following his departure as Old- 
ham’s manager. He was on the 
sidelines and on the Northrop 
Manor golf course, where he 
lives. As he looked out on to 
those fairways he admitted: “It 
would have been the easiest 
thing in the world to walk away 
and spend my time out there 
eveiy day. But I’ve been in the 
game since I was a kid and I 
didn't want to let go. 

“It was through a neigh- 
bour, Ken Jones, that I got into 
Bangor City. He owns a few 
garages and is the club’s main 
sponsor. He was always on at 
me to watch them and one day 
asked if I would like to help 
their manager at the time, 
Kevin Langley. I said OK, as 


If Bangor City beat Connah’s Quay tomorrow, 
a former Everton striker will make rt back to 
the Cup-Winners’ Cup . Alan Nixon reports 


long as it wasn’t stepping on his 
toes. He didn’t get back to me. 

“The next thing I knew Ken 
offered me the job a few weeks 
later. I said no at first and told 
him I wanted to get back into 
the League, but he kept on and 
they came up with a good pack- 
age for me. I took it last sum- 
mer, but ou the one condition 
that if a League jab came up I 
was free to leave.” 

After a career spanning over 
15 years at the fop Sharp sud- 
denly found himself taking 
charge ofa part-time dob at a lew- 
el he knew do thing about He 
said: T went into the job com- 
pletely blind. I needed an assis- 
tant who knew the scene and they 
came up with a lad called John 

Holse, who was a boss in his own 

right and a bigEvertorrian so we 
hit it off immediately. 

“I found it hard at times 
dealing with part-time players 
who have jobs and you only see 
them for an hour or so for train- 
ing a couple of days a week on 
an artificial pitch. Lads would 
miss out through their work and 
it was different to everything I 
had been used to, a day-to-day 
professional atmosphere. 

“These are a good bunch of 
guys and keen to succeed. They 
only miss games if they really 
can’t avoid it, but it causes 


problems all the same. One of 
our strikers palled oat at an 
hour’s notice the other week 
and I even had to put the boots 
back on and sit on the bench." 

Yet Sharp’s culture shock was 
one that has kept his enthusiasm 
alive. He said: “Fve been to parts 
of Wales I never knew existed. 
Haverfordwest feels like the 
other end of the world It’s our 
one overnight trip of the season. 
We can’t afford any others. But 
everywhere you go the people 
are genuine football fans. 

“There is a lot of feeling for 
the game among them even if 
the crowds are small I'm 
pleased we've readied the Cup 
final to reward our fans. I hope 
we can bring them some glory 
and make the European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup. It would be a 
dream to get a Scottish or Eng- 
lish team in the first round, but' 
knowing our luck well be going 
to the Ukraine.” 

Ironically Sharp has been ex- 
iled from Europe since Everton 
won the final in 1985. Because 
of the En g lish dubs' ban after 
HeyseL Everton could not con- 
tinue at that level and then came 
their recent decline. Sharp said: 
“It would be gpod for me to go 
back to Europe, but it’s better for 
the dnb. I’ve been there, the lads 
in the team have never known 


Cycling 


Mm: 100m: D Bofey {Gan ) ; 

R Clay (US) 20fl8wc. 400nn M McDonald 
(Jan)) 4492 sbc 3 J BaJcti (08) 4SO& 800m: 
M Everett (US) Win 4&f2aec. 1500m J KL 
bowran (Ken) 3(T*i 34QSOBC. 3^XJ0m: P Btert 
(Kan) Ttnm 4ZZ7nc. 110m Iturdtea: J 
Flare* (US) I337**c. 400m hunfleR B Bran- 
son (US) 4&34 mc. Pole vurib i S Bubka 


DUNKIRK POUR DAYS (Loon-Mam, 
1 S MartnetofltjftW 


France) FMh 
4M12 n*i22 


2AM (It) 

SOOrady (Aus) GAN, 4 J Swrada (So) 
Map* 5k ZarctU (W Wn. fl N Loda (It) bS- 
tan. 7 S Barths ft) Cash* « A Vtarfioutoi 
(Nad) Rabobank, a C Capafc 

10 F Moral* (Fr) Ftancafe* das 


The former Liverpool and Arsenal 
wtoger Jmmy Carter, 32. has been re- 
leased by FVst DfvfeJco Portsmouth af- 
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MITSUBISHI MOTORS BADMINTON 
HORSE TRIALS (Oka): StandnM at 
rad of e ra»w ga:l Marta* Ventura (S Btack. 
Can) 338 penaUas 2 Broadcast Nows | 


Panache (KOGomx US) 37S; B Ready -fed- 


.... Jock (KQffard, 

GB) 442; 10 Jagermetatar I (A ffichoiaon. 


NZ)4S0. 

Football 
Queen* Pork Rangers have parted 




. i Urftus Road manag- 
er Rey Harford restructuos he c&i). 


t worth a new contract 

MdttosbrouDh striker Air? Armstrong 
has indergong a back operati on , at 
ter do laying surgery so he oould piay 
n the run-in to his club’s Fbst Divteton 
promotion -winning campaign. 
Engtancfs women face world cham- 
pions Norway in a Wortd Cup qualifi- 
er at Boundary Park. Ofdham next 
Thursday and must win to keep in 
touch with group bo d e r o Germany if 
they are to quaSfy for next years fi- 
nals In the United Statea. 

Everton Lades wfl be presented with 
the fiAWbmenb National DJvtalcn tro- 
phy before the Premiership match 
against Coventry at Qoodson Park. 
The first goal In Tuesday* Pre m lgs rt o 
fixture between Crystal Palace and 
West Ham has now been officially 
credted to Bank Lampard and was 
not a Sosa Cudc own goaf as onig- 
haRy stated 

The Arsenal women's team, winners 

oftheLeagusCUpsnefmcupdocf- 
bte hope to cinch nmere-up spot 'm 
the league from second-ptecad Don- 
caster Bettes at Highbury tomorrow. 
Doncaster Bates beat Arsanal 2-1 in 
the League last November, but ware 
teen put out of the quarterfinals of the 
RA Cup by tea Gunners. 

The Scotteh Third Divfeksn ctub Dum- 
baiten are planning to relocate from 
Boghead Park to a new purpose^xi/t 
Mattel at Castle Road in the town. 
The dub, who have finished bottom 


, 68 S Flasch, E Tbtedo (Mex). 
67 □ Duval, SMeroMk.CHndluk. 88 T Hsr- 
ran, S McRcm 69 D Hammond, T Woods, D 
Tbme, D AVfattxfcia, R Freeman, JL Lewis. 
70 B WadWna. C Row* L Mbs. S Gurm, C 
Bartow, j Jaimon, K Jones. M Kudtar, B 
Chae rana n. 


Ice hockey 

The ttaten pteyer Michae) De Angefe 
was banned from the World ice 
Hockey Championships in Switzar- 
iand yesterday after testing positive 
for ephedrina. De Angefe was ran- 
domly tested fottewing the 4-1 Cana- 
aly match 


da against Italy 
A urine aa 


i on Tuesday. 


sample showed ephedrtrie 
stimulants 


and pseudoephedrine, 

commonly found in cold medication 
t W nt drowsiness. The player 
aJso indcated he had taton pfe dv- 
an him by a team-male. 

NHL SECOND-ROUND PUWOFF3 (t- vt- 


. i 4 Ottawa 2 
t-Q). Western Canfanw^, 
montonl (Dates Kwcf l-O), 


Qnuteere has Joined the first dvisian 
£55 toai monfi iflrcm champions Brad- 
ford Butts and forward lan ibnks wa 
r^^CastieftxdtetwoWS 
terw when he has recovers d Iran a 
back njiry. 
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aoneyear contract and b set to 

»fon King wB captain a Scottish De- 

» Lomond 

iWterriore, 


Quinn 
set to 
make 
play-off 
return 


'hi 




By Ian Mgtf 8 


SUNDERLAND were left de- 
spondent by foe «vera& of last 
week - but midfielder Lee 
Qark is determined his side will 
not miss foe play-off boat W 1 

Middlesbrough snatched the 
second automatic promotion 
place wbenjhey beat- Oxford 
United 4-1 and now foe 'Wear- 
side rs must lift themselves for 
tomorrows semi-final first-leg 

. . m ec.U T Uhwf at Ttrn- 


Photograph: Ido Williams 


mall Lane. 

“We are all geared up to the 

premiership and . must make 
certain that we take oar second 
chance and make that final 
step,” Clark said. “H really bit 
us hard, and we suffered from 

a painful hangover for a couple, . 

of days, but after getting back - 
lo training we soon put that be- 

hind us as we prepared for this, fll- 

weekend's game. It was a Bttie 
flat earlier in the week but the 
lads have worked ever so hard 
and are determined to give the 
fans promotion.” 

Niall Quinn b dose to fitness 
after a hamstring injury but foe 
Sunderland manager, Peter 
Reid, may rest him for foe see- , 
ond leg at the Stadium of Light 
on Wednesday. 

The Sheffield United strik- 
er, Dean Saunders, is looking to 

history repeating itself as foe 

South Yorkshire adeahn for the 

Pr emie rship for the first time 
since 1994. “Last season the 
guys were gutted because they 
lost the final with foe last kick 
of the game at Wembley,” 
Saunders said. “But recently the 


■o 


on 


or 


anything like this and foe fens 
could get a great trip out of it 

“Hopefully, someone will 
see that I have something to of- 
fer as a boss out of this. Z think 
my record at Oldham is better 
than you would imagine. I kept 
them up in foe first season and 
left them higher than Joe Royle 
had done when he went. We 
stayed up foe year after and I 
think 1 would have done it 
again if I had not quit. 

“I wanted foe job, but the 
first thing I was told was to move 
out eight top pJayere. A year lat- 
er I had to cut again. Then they 
told me I could only sign free 
transfer men and I couldn't of- 
fer them signing-on fees. I felt 
I was being made a scapegoat 
for people behind foe scenes 
who made the decisions. 

“In the end I had to go. Old- 
ham's ambitions did not match 
up to mine. Instead of being 
strong as a dub and being hon- 
est with foe fens it was all com- 
ing down on me. It was an 
alarming experience and I def- 
initely want to get back in as a 
manager, assistant or coach. I 
just want people to. look at foe 
whole Oldham picture.” 

Sharp is waiting for that call 
while honing his skills on the 
golf course in the summer 
months. He said: “Even now 
I’ve got a dream lifestyle^, I see 
a lot more of foe family too, 
but after being in football all 
my life I long for the day 
when I have that involvement 
again.” 


gets promotion. - . 

Sheffield United , could be 
without their striker Graham 
Stuart after the former Everton 
man broke two bones in his . 
hand. The United manager, 

Steve Thompson, will make a 
late decision on his inclusion. 

Ipswich are hoping that they 
can go one better than; last 
season when they were beaten 
in the semi-final by Sheffield 
United, but their manager, 
George Burley, wants to repeat 
his 1978 EA Cup final appear- 
ance as a player. . 

“Any supporter too young to 
have seen foe dub in foe FA 
Cup at Wembley in 1978 win be 
anxious for the opportunity to 
see us back there again," Bur- 
ley said. “We have two difficult 
games to negotiate before then, 
of course, and none of us have ' 
forgotten the dasappoiatmem of 
what happened at this stage last . 
season. Hopefully the experi- 
ence of losing out to Sheffield 
United on foe away goals will ' . 
stand ns in good stead.” 

The Ipswich captain, Tony 
Mowbray (groin), central de- . 
fender Adam Thaner (knee) are 
missing and striker Richard. 
Naylor begins a three-match 
suspension. 

The Charlton manager, .. . 
Alan CurbishJey, is aimin g to 
prove the bookmakers wrongat : ' 
Portman Road. Charlton, are. *■'. - 
rated only third favourites to go .. 
up, but Curbishley believes his j^-. 


side have a good chance. “Ipr. 
svijieh and ourselves are. too 
evenly matched teams, . very. ■ 
similar in size of dub and 
stature and also very amilar ih : 
style. I feel that both legs are 
winnabJe,” Curbishley said. . 
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T he Scot tish Judo Federation were 
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two Ranfo midfield players, 
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TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


106 


The number of grands 
prix that Michael Schu- 
macher wiU have start- 
ed when he competes 
hi tomorrow's Spanish 
Grand Prix ir Barcelona. 
He wifl move ahead of 
his compatriot, Jochen 
Mass,' to become the 
most experienced Ger- 
man grand prix^ driver of 
alltime. 
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The next step is a self-justifying autobiography 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


THERE are times when all the 
hard work, the planning and 
the meetings, pays off. Thus 
this week 1 used ail my years 
of experience in the game and, 
a few well-placed interviews 
and an emotional outburst on 
Sky later. I had won the PR bat- 
tle. The chairman still sacked 
me, that was inevitable, but the 
media described it as “harsh” 
and said I was “sure to be back 
in work soon as football needs 
men like Barry Gaffer". 

Even the fans, who had 
been singing my name for 
weeks, dropped the “Out" 
from their chants. As Slud- 
gethorpe Brazil dropped into 
the First Division. 1 told them, 
“you’ll be back, TU be back, bur 
it’s a tragedy for us both that 
we won’t be back together.” 

Actually I'll be pleased to 
get away from the place. None 
of the female office staff will 
let me within three yards of 
them while the town itself is the 
pits. At least I won’t have to 
spend my life on the M6 com- 
muting from civilisation (o 
Sludge thorpe anymore. 


Trouble at 


home for 
Romania 


* 

Romania 


THE Romanian football fed- 
eration (FRF) crossed swords 
with its coach, Anghel Iorda- 
nescu, yesterday by naming the 
top young player Denis Serb an 
in the squad for the European 
Under-21 Championship. 

Iordanescu has said he want- 
ed Serb an kept for Romania’s 
World Cup squad -as any play- 
er taking part in the Under-21 
event, which takes place in Ro- 
mania from 23 to 31 May, 
would be t oo tired far France 98. 

“At issue here is our coun- 
try’s prestige. Romania wants to 
win the Under-21 European fi- 
nals,” the FRF general secre- 
tary, Adalbert Kassav, said. 
The FRF has been engaged for 

C onths in skirmishes with Ior- 
inescu, wbo wfll quit after the 
finals in France and take over 
coaching Greece. 



AROUND 

THE 

WORLD 

BY 

RUPERT 

METCALF 


players in March in an effort to 
cover mounting losses. The 
club profited handsomely from 
the sale of Dejan Stankowc, Zo- 
ran Jovicic and Bratisiav Zxv- 
kovic. but others will have to 
wait until their contracts expire. 


Turkey 


Egypt 


TURKISH police have de- 
tained two men in connection 
with an alleged attempt to fix a 
match at the weekend that 
helped determine the league 
championship. 

The arrests came after Sek- 
erspor’s goalkeeper, Murat Ak- 
aisu, claimed two men had 
offered him a bribe of about 
£65.000 to concede a goal in last 
Sunday's match against sec- 
ond-placed Fenerbahce. Sek- 
erspor’s management told 
Akarsu to continue negotia- 
tions with the pair and alerted 
the police. Fenerbahce denied 
£ any link with the detained men. 

Fenerbahce drew 1-1, which 
meant their Istanbul rivals, 
Galatasaray, clinched the title 
by beating Islanbulspor 4-1. 

- They have a four-point lead with 
only oDe match remaining. 

Yugoslavia 

THE former European champ- 
ions Red Star Belgrade have de- 
cided to stop an imminent mass 
exodus of their top taleoL Their 
board has decided to stop fur- 
ther transfers after three top 
players, all Yugoslav interna- 
tionals, signed for foreign dubs. 

®The cash-strapped club, 
whose recent derby with P&rti- 
zan Belgrade drew a record lew 
of 11,000 fens, began selling off 


HANY RAMZY, an Egyptian 
who plays for the German J9un- 
desliga club Werder Bremen, 
could face charges for per- 
forming a Nazi salute during a 
parly, his club said tLIs week. 

Doing the salute is outlawed 
in Germany and the public 
prosecutor's office is investi- 
gating the case. Ramzy has 
apologised, saying he was not 
aware of the significance of the 
gesture. 

Mexico 

POLITICIANS in Mexico said 
this week they may postpone a 
special session of congress un- 
til after the World Cup finals. 
“Unfortunately, we have to 
consider factors which are not 
entirely political, such as foot- 
ball,” Francisco Paoli, a legis- 
lator for the National Action 
Party (PAN), said. 

Mexico's lower house ended 
its regular session on 30 April, 
but legislators had planned to 
call a special session to pass a 
series of finandal reforms by 
president Ernesto Zedillo and 
discuss ways to bring peace to 
the troubled Chiapas state. 
“The Interior Ministry has 
asked us to consider postpon- 
ing the session until after the 
World Cup,” Leonardo Garcia, 

another PAN deputy, said. 



days... 

until the World Cup 

finals begin in 



StilL right to the end we had 
some good times this season. 
That team-bonding trip to Al- 
ton Ibweis was one of the best; 
everyone got soaked, Shaun 
Prone chucked up over the 
chairman's best Armani on 
the roller-coaster and Ivor 
Niggle was taken to hospital 
with internal injuries after 
swallowing an entire candy 
floss, stick and all, for a beL 

The coach trip home was 
even more lively. Cliff Phace 
had a disagreement with Ivor 
Panic which ended up with 
Panic’s dothes disappearing 
out of the window while Broc- 
coli Moore got so tanked up be 
passed out under the back 
seat. We didn’t realise until (he 
coach company rang up the fol- 
lowing morning to tell us he 
was still there. It is just a 
shame we then lost 5-1 to con- 
firm our relegation. 

I’ve already made a start 
looking for a new job. My 
agent has negotiated a news- 
paper column and a spot of 
television punditry where . I 
can sell my awareness of the 


game and crowd-pleasing one- 
liners. The next step is a self- 
justifying autobiography and a 
line of exclusive fashionable 
clothing - monogram med 
shell-suits, that son of thing. I 
might even do one of those 
roadshows where you tom* 
provincial cinemas telling a 
few tales with some old mates. 
Hopefully I’ll be able to pull 
some local crumpet on the 
dubious premise of being able 
to engineer a night out with 
David Beckham when Posh 
Spice is away on tour. 

JVe a few matters to clear 
up at- the Old Cornfield, the 
main one being defending 
Broccoli on a misconduct 
charge. In our last game be put 
his tongue in an opponent’s car 
at a corner. Now this might be 
alright for an effete cricketer 
like Merv Hughes but in our 
manly game the FA take a dim 
view of such things. No matter 
that he’d been Jacked all over 
the park by the bloke. Even so, 
he might have got away with it 
if he hadn’t had beetroot for his 
pre-match meal. The defend- 


cr'spurple cars, and Broccoli’s 
tongue, gave the game away. 

It’s that sort of thing that Hi 
miss. Since taking over from 
Big Mick in the autumn (he’s 
now coaching the Monrovian 
national team by the way), 
I've bad a memorable time, no 
more so than when I was kid- 
napped in mid-season. 

Che Revolta, the guerrilla 
I signed when I came back, 
didn’t really settle here. He 
now plays for Manchester City 
where the Moss Side location 
and the dub’s instability and in- 
fighting makes him feel right 
at borne. 

Brian Heckin bottom, our 
former centre-half, lost his bid 
(o get on the local council with 
the Natural Law Party but be- 
lieves he has a real chance in 
tonight’s Eurovision Song Con- 
test Leroy and Delroy are 
both optimistic that they’ll 
make the Jamaican Wjrid Cup 
squad, if not as players then as 
rap artists for the team song. 

Cosi Fan Tutti and Dolce 
Vita returned to Italy where 
they are spreading the word 


about bacon butties in SerieX ; 
Ego Massive is hoping to stay 
one step ahead of the ChDd 
Support Agency; and Fritz 
Unstartz, our German merce- 
nary. has returned home with- 
out either his £200,000 bonus 
for keeping us up or his per- 
sonal tea-lady Swettie Betty. . 

She’s been offered a new 
job as personal Cognac girl for 
one of the leading commenta- 
tors on the Wxld Cup- You can 
catch us on the pay-per-view 
satellite channel, Ooh Lah 
Lah TV, for whom I’m cover- 
ing the Marseilles games from 
an exclusive resort on the Cote 
D'Azur. They offered to put 
me up in a two-star doss house 
in the Arab quarter but I gen- 
erously said Td son out my own 
accommodation. It means I’ll 
barely turn a profit on the deal 
but what the hell. I can afford 
it. Don’t tell the ex-wives but 
that's the best thing about 
management, the massive pay- 
offs when you eventually get 
the sack. 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Gena Moore 



Keiko Tanaka, a Japanese model, sports Hie ‘World Cup bra? which went on sale in Tokyo this week Photograph: Reuters 


Baggio has incentive to foil Juventus 


ROBERTO BAGGIO stands 
between his old dub and their 
25th Italian league title when his 
Bologna side meet Juventus tn 
Turin tomorrow. 

With two Serie A games to 
play, Juventus have a four- 
point lead over second-placed 
Internazionale and wiU lift the 
title if they win. 

First, however, Juventus 
have to overcome, Baggio, now 
31 but in excellent form with 20 
league goals for Bologna this 
season. He wiD be highly moti- 
vated and not only because he 
would enjoy beating a side 
which off-loaded him amid ac- 
rimony at the end of the tide- 
winning 1995 season. 

Baggio’s main, motivation, 
though, is that Sunday’s game 
offers him probably his last 
chance to convince, the nation- 
al coach, Cesare Maldini, that 
he is worth a place in Italy's 
squad for next month's World 
Cup finals in France. Maldini is 
expected to be in Turin for a last 
look at Baggio's form. ’ 

Bologna have the incentive 
of trying to secure one of Italy's 
two places in the Intertoto Cup, 


a back door into next season’s 
Uefe Cup. 

Juventus want to wrap up the 
title contest tomorrow and leave 
themselves 10 days for peace- 
ful preparation for their Euro- 
pean Cup final against Real 
Madrid in Amsterdam on 20 
May. 

If Juventus do not win to- 
morrow and Inter beat Bari, 
then die title contest will go 
down to the last day. 17 May, 

Babbel considers 

BAYERN MUNICH’S in- 
ternational defender Markus 
Babbel said yeserday that he 
was considering joining New- 
castle United next season. 

Babbel, 25, said he had been 
approached by Newcastle. “If 
they are not relegated, we will 
talk again,” he said, apparent- 
ly unaware that Newcastle are 
now safe. 

Babbel looked set to join 
Manchester United Jastyear bnt 
eventually stayed with Bayern, 
reportedly because he refused 
to back down on salary de- 


something Juventus would ob- 
viously like to avoid. 

Borustia Mooch engladbach, 
one of Germany’s leading dubs, 
will find themselves in the 
Second Divirion if they fail to 
beat VfL Wolfsburg today. 
Kaiserslautern, who have be- 
come the first promoted team 
to win the title since the Bun- 
desliga started in 1963, visit 
Hamburg for their last match. 

Lens will come up against 

Newcastle offer 

mands. Babbel has appeared 28 
times for Germany. 

Real Beds have renewed 
their bid to sign the Finnish 
striker Jari Litmanen from 
Ajax, according to Spanish 
sources. The Seville-based side 
tried to sign Litmanen last sea- 
son, but finally opted for the 
Brazilian midfielder Denilson. 

The Barcelona midfielder 
Ivan de la Pena continues to be 
the centre of transfer specula- 
tion, with a Spanish newspaper 
yesterday linking him with a 
move to Milan. 


the Auxerre European factor as 
they seek to win their first ma- 
jor trophy, the French league 
championship, today. 

Lens, two points ahead of 
Metz in a two-horse race for the 
title, need to draw away for the 
first time this season. An at- 
tacking side. Lens have won 
nine and lost seven of their away 
games. However, Auxerre must 
win to secure a Uefa Cup berth 
and are preparing as if they were 
playing in Europe. 

The wify Guy Roux’s Auxerre 
side; champions in 1996, have ac- 
quired considerable European 
experience over the years, in- 
cluding the last eight seasons in 
a row, and will be no easy op- 
ponents on their own pitch. 

Metz are at home knowing 
they must beat Ofympique 
Lyon, who are the favourites to 
clinch the last Uefe Cup berth 
which Auxerre - three points 
behind Lyon - are hoping to 
snatch with a home victory. 
Any other result will leave Lyon 
in the Uefe Cup and consign 
Auxerre to a second successive 
season seeking qualification 
through the Intertoto Cup. 


SIDELINES • 

Coventry hunting for 
another landmark goal 


WHENEVER Everton r THE 
and Coventry Chy meet, as fWj EX-FILES 
they do tomorrow in what 

could be Goodison Parts 

last Premiership game for at least 15 months, chances are 
that television will re-run a goal which still rivals Keith 
Houchen’s plunge into FA Cup folklore as the most 
famous m the Sky Blues’ history. 

It was 1970 and Everton, with Howard Kendall part of 
their vaunted midfield, were champions. But at Higbfield 
Road they were floored by an exquisitely executed free- 
kick routine. Willie Carr’s “donkey kick” was volleyed in 
by Ernie Hunt, who bad spent an unproductive six mouths 
with the Merseyside dub two years earlier. 

Others with Hunt’s dual affinity indude defenders Dave 
Clements, Brian Borrows, Peter Billing, Kenny Sansom and 
David Jones; midfielder Kevin Richardson, now playing un- 
der Jones’ management at Southampton; and strikers Mick 
Ffeiguson and Bob Latdiford, who on the equivalent day two 

t fryarfes ago reached 30 goals for the season in Everton’s 6-0 
rout of Chelsea. 

The late Joe Mercer, a pre-war champion with Ever- 
teffl, served Coventry as general manager and director. Mean- 
while, the “ex” factor tomorrow will be represented by the 
Coventry’s former Everton full-back David Burrows. If he 
does not send his old dub down, fatalistic Evertonians may 
expect Dion Dublin to do so, remembering how the board 
vetoed Kendall’s bid to buy him during his second spell as 
manager. 


Ten things 
that 
Everton’s 
fiery Scot 
Duncan 
Ferguson 
might be 
missing 
today 



1 His hometown, Stir- 
ling, one of Scotland’s 
oldest towns. 

2 Braveheart country, 
where William Wallace 
won the Battle of Stirling 
Bridge in 1297 against an 
occupying English army. 

3 The legacy of Robert the 
Bruce, wbo defeated an- 
other English army at 
Bannockburn in 1314. 
Everton will by and by 
again to secure their Pre- 
miership safety tomorrow. 

4 Stirling's River Forth. 
Which is where, at best, 
Everton will finish from 
the bottom of the Pre- 
miership this season. 

5 Stirling’s James Kirk 


gentlemen’s outfitters, 
purveyors of kiits and 
sporrans. They’re dothes, 
Duncan, but not as we 
know them. 

6 Stirling Castle. 

7 The King Street hotel 
where Robert Bum’s de- 
faced a window by writing 
on it At Goodison, the 
writing is mainly on the 
wall 

8 Distilleries a plenty. 

9 The Thossachs. 

10 Going down Stirling's 
Baroton Bar and Bistro 
for a swift half. But he may 
soon be going down the 
First Division fora season 
of 92 halves. 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 34: THE MERRY MILLERS 


Rotherham United's nickname was first used in the 1930s. 
It is believed to derive simply from their ground’s name, 
Millmoor, although there nave been suggestions that it 
had something to do with local floor mills. In recent times 
the Third Division dub’s nickname has been shortened to 
the MiDers. “There hasn’t exactly been much to be merry 
about lately,” Gerry Someiton, the dub historian, said. 

® HISTORY 
LESSON 

AS Sheffield United prepare 
for the first leg of their Fust 
Division play-off semi-final 
against Sunderland tomorrow 
they can lake encourage- 
ment from recent history. 

Twelve months ago the 
Blades were beaten at W?m- 
bley by David Hopkins goal 
for Crystal Palace in the last 
minute of the First Divirion 
play-off final. This year they 
go back into the play-offs 
knowing that in three of the 
last four seasons the team 
losing in the final have gone 
on to win promotion a year 
later. Palace themselves went 
into last year’s final having 
been denied by Leicester in 
the dosing minutes of extra 
time 12 months earlier. 

In 1994 Leicester beat 
Derby 2rl at Wembley, hav- 
ing lost in the previous two 
sett were also in contention, play-off finals to Blackburn 
The outrider was Graham and Swindon. After their 
TUrner, who had steered 1994 defeat Derby went on 
Wolves to the Fourth Divi- to win automatic promo- 
sion play-offs. (Another tion a year later. 

Graham, Taylor, actually The only beaten finalists 

ended up getting the job). in the last four seasons not 

Also on that Saturday, ] 1 to have gone on to win pro- 
years ago to the day, two motion are Reading, who 
rides (who have both been lost 4-3 to Bolton in the 1995 
troubled recently) were ex- play-off final. Worse was to 
perieoring different fortunes, follow: last month they were 
Manchester City were rele- relegated to the Second Di- 
gated from the First Division vision. 

(along with Villa and Leices- However, the trend is only 

ter) while Everton, who had a recent one. Just one of the 
already secured the First Di- first six beaten First Division 
vision title (with Liverpool play-off finalists went on to 
second), iced their cake with win tbe promotion they were 
a 3-1 win over Luton. seeking the following year. 

Contributors: Phil Sriaw, ttick Harm, Paul Newman 
Headers’ contributions welcome. Send to SideSnes, Sports Desk, 
The Independent, 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London £14 SDL 
e-mail address; apod @ independettlco.uk 



THIS 

WEEK 


ON 9 May 1987, Lincoln Oty 
became the first dub to be 
automatically relegated to 
the Vauxhall Conference af- 
ter losing 2-0 at Swansea Giy. 

Lincoln’s decline had 
been swift and cruel, having 
been relegated from the 
Third Division to the Fourth 
only the previous season, 
and having only entered the 
relegation zone the week 
prior to their demotion. 

Speculation elsewhere 
that weekend surrounded 
another relegated side, As- 
ton VQla, wbo ended the sea- 
son at the foot of the First 
Division and were looking 
for a new manager. The ex- 
Manchester United man, 
Ron Atkinson, was the 
favourite, although Mid- 
dlesbrough’s Bruce Riocb 
and Wimbledon's Dave Bas- 
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verton circus faces the Big Drop 


/The legacy of a power 
struggle at Goodison 
has sapped the team’s 
ability to compete. 
Glenn Moore on the 
slide of a great club 


THOSE Everton fans who watched 
enviously as Arsenal, having humil- 
iated their team, carried the Pre- 
miership trophy around Highbury 
last week will be able to savour their 
own silverware parade at Goodison 
Park tomorrow. 

But while a championship trophy 
and a cup wfli be on display, the af- 
ternoon is more likely to end in a 
mournful wake than a celebratory 
party as their dub tries to avoid a 
unique treble. 

Last month Everton ladles won 
the Women's Premier League, on 
Thursday the teenagers won the FA 
Youth Cup. Tomorrow the first team 
are favourites to be relegated from 
the top djvisiou for the first time in 
47 years. Founder members of the 
League, champions in seven differ- 
ent decades and nine times in all, 
Everton have only missed four top- 
flight seasons in 110 years. Should 
they go down they will be the biggest 
name to be relegated since Man- 
chester United in 1974. 

lb avoid the drop they need to 
gain a point more against Coventry 
at Goodison than Bolton Wanderers 
can achieve against Chelsea at Stam- 
ford Bridge. That might seem fea- 
sible but take into account Chelsea’s 
preoccupation with their European 
Cup-Winners' Cup final, and Ever- 
ton's vulnerability against the sort of 
pace Darren Huckerby has in abun- 
dance, and next season's local der- 
by wilj probably be against Tranmere 
rather than Liverpool. 

There was the usual talk, at Ever- 
ton’s suburban t raining ground this 
week, about ‘"fighting to the last”, but 
the mood is subdued rather than bull- 
ish reflecting the defeatism prevalent 
on the blue half of Merseyside. 
Though the team will still run out to 
the theme from Z Cats another by- 
gone anthem, Abba's “SOS’’, would 
be more appropriate. 

The fans, though turning up in im- 
pressive numbers, are in despair. Sir 
years of near-continual struggle has 
worn them down as it has the team. 
Some wonder whether relegation 
might prove a springboard for a new 
start but more look at the many par- 
allels at Manchester City and fear a 
loss of status could be terminal. 

Like City, who also have a dom- 
inant neighbour, Everton have en- 
dured boardroom and management 
upheaval resulting in a lack of di- 
rection. Many of the problems stem 
from the post-Heysel ban on Eng- 
lish clubs. As domestic champions 
and European Cup-Winners’ Cup 
holders in 1985 Everton fended 
their chances in the European Cup, 
Instead Howard Kendall, frustrated 
at being unable to test himself 
abroad, soon left for Spain, Gary 
Lineker followed, Trevor Steven 
and Gary Stevens went to Rangers 
and the team broke up. 

The 1987 title was their last 
League success and, by 1992, the dub 
was fighting relegation. The Moores 
family, long the guiding influence, de- 
rided to sell their controlling stake 
in the dub predpitating a lengthy 
power struggle between Peter John- 
son, a local foodstuffs millionaire, 
chairman of Tranmere and former 
Liverpool season ticket-holder, and 
Bill Kenwright, the West End theatre 
impresario and lifelong Everton- 
ian. Kenwright was the fens' choice, 
Johnson had the money. Eventual- 
ly they did a deal with Johnson, for 
£20m, becoming chairman and ma- 



Ups and downs: Paul Rideout (left, immerfiafcely above) and Joe PaHdnson hold FA Cup after 1995 defeat of Manchester United; (top left) Howard Kendall (in grey suit) watches his side* 44) humiliation at 
Highbury last Sunday; (top right; left to right) Michael Ball, SJaven BiHc and Nick Barmby have that sinking feeling hi the 3-1 home defeat to Sheffield Wednesday on 25 April Photographs: Empics 


jority shareholder and Kenwright 
staying on the board. 

Initially this seemed to work. 
Johnson provided the finance to sign 
the likes of Daniel Amokachi and 
Duncan Ferguson and, after the 
popular Joe Royle replaced Mike 
Walker, Everton won the FA Cup. 
Further investment brought in An- 
drei Kanchelskis, Nick Barmby and 
Gary Speed but the team failed to 
gel, Royle fell out with the local me- 
dia and, after JoLjson refused to add 
to the huge transfer deficit by sign- 
ing Tbre Andre Flo, Royle jumped. 

Dave Watson steered the team to 
safety as player/caretaker manager 
and the summer opened with John- 
son promising big names. Slaven Bil- 
ic arrived but no player of note joined 
him while Kendall returned for his 
third spell as manager only after 
Johnson suffered a series of rejec- 
tions elsewhere. 

By now Johnson, having spent 
nearly £40m on transfers in four 
years, had tired of putting money into 
the dub. As his proposal to move 
from Goodison to an out-of-town site 
met vociferous and informed oppo- 
sition he became a tax exile on Jer- 


sey where he contemplates cashing 
in on his investment - worth an es- 
timated £60-£70m. 

Johnson's public utterances are 
now rare, his opposition to the sign- 
ing of John Spencer- after the play- 
er had undergone heart surgery to 
prove his fitness - being an uncom- 
mon revelation. Kendall, whose last 
spell at Goodison ended when the 
board refused to sanction a £L5m bid 
for Won Dublin, got his way over 
Spencer but he has still spent bare- 
ly film in signing 13 players, most 
from the Nationwide or Central 


Leagues. With nine players depart- 
ing he has even made a small prof- 
it 

The turnover - of 18 players 
signed by Walker and Royle only 
three are in the team - means this 
is largely Kendall’s side but the 
weaknesses of last year, a lade of pace 
in defence, guile in midfield and goals 
in attack, are yet to be solved. In- 
stability has not helped - he has used 
34 players - nor have problems with 
the senior mem Ferguson has played 
with an injury for months and, while 
still a handful, understandably lacks 


sharpness; Bilk: has been sent off 
three times; Barmby h3S been fitful. 

More than 15,000 turned up at 
Goodison this week to dutch at the 
strands of hope provided by the 
yoath team but Everton do not 
have a good record of bringing on 
young players. Their last FA Youth 
Cupwinningade, in 1984, had a neg- 
ligible impact, making only 22 Ever- 
ton appearances between them. 
Only Ian Marshall, now at Leicester, 
went on to forge a decent career. 
More recently none of several 
promising players have established 


Singing the Blues: Everton’s decline 


1986- 87: P42, Pts 88, Poa 1st 

FA Cup: Fifth round League (Uttte- 
woods) Cup: Fifth round 

1987- 88: P40, PtS 70. Pos 4*h 

FA Cup: Fifth round League (Little- 
woods) Cut: Semf-finab. 

1988- 89: P38, Pts 54, Pos 8th 

FA Cup: Runners-up. League (LfttJe- 
woods) Cup; Fourth round 

1989- 90: P3ft Pts 59 PDe «b 

FA Cup: Fifth round League (Little- 
woods) Cup: Fourth round 


1990- 91: P38, Pts St, Pos 9th 

FA Cup: Sixth round League Cup: 
Third round 

1991- 92: P42, Pts 53, POS 12th 

FA Cup: Fourth round League Cija: 
Fourth round. 

1992- 93: P42, Pts 53, Pos 13th 

FA Cup: TNnt round League Cup: 
Fourth round 

1993- 94: P4£ Pts 44, Pos 17tti 

FA Cup: Third round Coca-Cola Cup: 
Fourth round 


1994- 95: P42, Pts 5CL Pos 15th 

FA Cup: WPrws. Coca-Cola Op: Sec- 
ond round . 

1995- 96: P38> PtS & POS 6th 

FA Cup: Fourth rouxKL Coca-Cote Cup: 
Second round Cup-Winners' Cup: Sec- 
ond round 

1996- 97: P38, Pts 42, Fos 15th 

FA Gip: Fourth round Coca-Cola Cup: 
Second round 

1997- 08 (to data): P37, Pts 39 Pcs 18th 
FA Cup: Third round Coca-Cola Cup: 
Third round 


themselves: John Ebbrell and Jon 
O'Connor have already been sold 
while Tbny Grant and Michael 
Branch have been unable to gain a 
regular first-team place. 

The new generation, led by 
Michael Ball, Gavin McCann, 
Richard Dunne and Danny 
Cadamarteri, look good; but H is eas- 
ier to bed into a vanning team than 
a losing one. Last week, after the 
home defeat to Sheffield Wednesday 
which, together with Bolton's win at 
Aston Villa, plunged the dub towards 
• relegation, Kendall pointedly criti- 
cised the lack of help the older play- 
ers gave the youngsters. 

Mary fens have now lost faith in 
Kendall but, because of the enor- 
mous goodwill for his past deeds as 
player and manager, tire bulk of their 
ire is aimed at Johnson. There were 
further demonstrations against him 
after Thursday’s match and he w HI 
be given a four-man police guard 
from his Wtrral home to Goodison 
- where precautions include re- 
moving the brass name plate iden- 
tifying his office. 

Johnson has never been forgiven 
his Liverpool links and banners like 


the one at Anfield on Wednesday - A. 
“Agent Johnson: Mission accom- : 
pUshed" - do not help. Due to the 
unique relationship between ; 
Merseyside fans, an element of the - 
Liverpool support would like fo j^se - 
Everton survive. But that did not stop 
chantsof“ccane on Bolton” and “go-- • 
ing down” on Wednesday. • 

The team have been gjveu im- 
pressive support though the anger . : 
some fens showed at Highbury,-., 
when the players waved distantly at 
the travelling support rather than go- . . 
rag across to them, suggests that, too, 
is fragile. • : :Y . : 

Everton had plenty of sptriraT’ 
Highbury but not the cohesion and . 
ability to match. Coventry, so often. • 
cast in Everton’s position on fin ah ~ 
day, have the beating erf them, as they-; 
showed in thrashing them 4-1 in the ' 
Coca-Cola Cup earlier this season. 

After that match Kendall, ap-7 ^ 
palled at their lack of pride in his ^ 
beloved-dub, argued with his play- - 
ers on the pitch. Everton went on to ; 
defeat Liverpool in their n eat match. - . * 
The recriminations will be just as Stv. 
ter if they fail tomorrow but alone---, 
menl will not be so dose at -hand.' ; • 


‘Jiminho’ ready for another day of reckoning 


IF A WEEK is a long time in 
politics then a decade in foot- 
ball is an eternity. Consider the 
changing fortunes since the 
Football League’s centenary 
year of two founder members, 
Bolton Wanderers and Everton, 
and especially those of Bolton's 
Jimmy Phillips. 

In 1988, when Bolton went 
into the season's last day need- 
frig to win at Wirexhazn to claim 
the final automatic promotion 
place from the old fourth Divi- 
sion. Phillips could only watch 
from a distance. A year earlier he 
bad been sold to Rangers to fi- 
nance a futile attempt to stay up. 

That same May, Everton, 
still nominally the League 
champions, were looking wist- 
fully towards the European 

. Cup final between Benfica and 
PSV Eindhoven and wondering 
what might have been. Among 
the few Englishmen to beat the 
post-Heysel ban that season 
had been Phillips, who was in 
Rangers’ rearguard when they 


won in Kiev before a gathering 
of 100,000. 

The narrowest of wins in 
Wiles launched Bolton on the 
first step of what proved to be a 
rapid rise through the divisions. 
A similar success al Chelsea to- 
morrow would not only ensure 
their Premiership survival, but 
also negate any victory Everton 
might achieve at home to Coven- 
try. One of the great “Super 
League” advocates would thus be 
relegated for die first time since 
Winston Churchill held the 
other premiership in 1951. 

From Ballon’s point of view, 
the drama is about more than 
a Lancashire town team striv- 
ing to consolidate among the 
corporate elite and, indeed, 
sending one of their number, 
down in the process. 

Since they last tried to put 
down roots at the highest lew- 
el, a one-season blunder in 
1995-96, they have crossed the 
Rubicjbn (or rather the bound- 
ary with Hoiwicb). After 102 


Colin Todd’s side take on Chelsea with their Premiership status 
at stake tomorrow. Phil Shaw on a recurring cycle of rise and fell 


years at Bumden Park, a real 
state-of-the-ark venue, they 
built the state-of-the-art 
Reebok Stadium. 

Initially, the outcome of 
their struggle with Everton will 
be measured in human terms. 
Tears will flow and hearts grow 
heavy. But for Bolton, who 
spent £35m on constructing a fu- 
turistic home for the new 
millennium, the cost of failure 
would also be counted in con- 
crete, steel and plastic. 

If they were to slip into the 
Nationwide League again, it 

migfe be expecting tcwmiKh for 

Watford, Crewe or Port Vale to 
generate the same interest or 
revenue as Arsenal, Liverpool 
and Manchester United. 

The current average gate, 
24,500, is dose to capacity. But 
for all the depth of feeling for 


the club and their traditions, 
Bolton are not Sunderland. 
The gleaming white dtadel just 
off the M61 coold become a 
white elephant. 

Not that Colin Todd and his 
team are thinking negatively. 
They have won four of the last 
eight matches and are scoring 
freely. What is more, the fixtures 
seem to be falling into place 
nicely. Having received Crystal 
Palace five days after they were 
officially doomed, and duly dis- 
patched them 5-2, Bolton sat 
back and watched Everton be- 
ing taken apart at Arsenal's 
championship party. 

Arduous though a finale at 
fourth-placed Chelsea may ap- 
pear, their destroy is now in their 
own hands. Moreover, the Lon- 
don dub’s recent performances 
have led to Howard Kendall, the 


Everton manager, accusing 
them of playing “with then- 
flip-flops on”. 

Kendall was no doubt trying 
to use a tittle psychology, Alex 
Fergusda-style. Nevertheless, 
his comments betray the not un- 
reasonable fear that Chelsea wOl 
be soft-pedalling to conserve 
their energies for the Cup-Win- 
ners' Cup final 72 hours later. 

Bolton’s scramble for safe- 
ty has produced some unlikely 
heroes. The defender Neil Cox 
picked Aston Villa, his former 
dub, as the scene for his first 
goal for the dub. It set up a sur- 
prise win which revived hope af- 
ter defeats fay Derby and Leeds,. 

Then there is Bob Thylor, a 
striker deemed surplus to West 
Bromwich Albion’s require- 
ments a division lower. As cost- 
ly recruits like the £3m Dean 


Holdsworth have struggled to 

provide the requisite support for 
Nathan Blake, Tfcylor has con- 
tributed vital goals during two 
loan spells. 

The player who has emerged 
as Bolton’s most prized asset is 
the £5m-rated Alan Thompson, 
a Geordie midfielder with a 
lethal left foot Yet there is no 
better symbol of the dub's spir- 
it and resilience than the one 
member of the squad actually 
bom in the town, the same Jim- 
my Phillips. 

The attacking left-back has 
seen it a U since being taken on 
as an apprentice 15 years ago. 
When he made his full debut for 
the Wanderers, on the first day 
of 1984-85, only 4,400 were at 
Bumden to see iL 

Three years later, as he set- 
tled into Ibnox as part of the 
Graeme Souness revolution, 
Bolton’s free-fall led them to 
within one relegation of the 
Vauxhall Conferenc e . 

By the time he came home. 


via Oxford and Middlesbrough, 
they were pushing for the Pre- 
miership under Bruce Rioch 
andlbdd. 

Last year, having ■ been 
through two promotions and 
one demotion, he appeared to 
be on the way out when Todd 
bought first Robbie Elliott and 
then Mike Whitlow to play fo 
his position. Phillips, 32, could 
have left but decided he would 
rather be involved peripheral- 
ly at Bolton than regularly in the 

lower echelons. 

Then both newcomers suc- 
cumbed to long-term injuries, 
and he came back to share, nay 
star, in Bolton’s spring revival. 

Such has been the panache 
with which he has playeu that 
the fens who were barracking 
him last autumn have dubbed 
him “Jiminho.” 

When Bolton were strug- 
gling at 2-2 against Palace, he 
chested down a pass, swivelled 
and scored with a textbook 
half-volley to ease the tension. 




Phillips: Local boy who has 
finally become a local hero 

It was, to com a phrase, just like 
watching Brazil. 

Phillips' first goal in four 
years was also a timely re- 
minder to the management that 
his testimonial match, against 
Celtic, need not be his farewelL 
Before he considers whether 
it is time to get on his bike. 
Ballon must stop fee cycle of 

fee euphoric rise followed by the 
instant fall. Make-or-break to- 
morrow beckons. 
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Dave Jones is proof you don't have to be a big name to get on 



OLIVIA 

BLAIR 

SINGS THE 
PRAISES OF 
SOME OF 
FOOTBALL’S 
UNSUNG 
HEROES 


SO after 272 days, 6,488 hours and 
more 90 minutes than most of us 
care to remember, it is almost all 
over bar the shouting (of which 
there will doubtless be a lot done 
during next week’s Cup-Winners' 
Cup final, not to mention the play- 
offs). In truth, of course, this is the 
longest-ever football season, since 
there is hardly time to draw breath 
before the World Cup kicks off. But 
domestically, at least, the final 
whistle is nigh. 

It has been business as usual this 
season. Bans and brawls, drink and 
drugs, friendlies and not-so- friend- 
lies, injuries and comebacks, hirings 
and firings (42 managers got their 
marching orders) have all played 
their part. There have been highs 
and lows, successes and faflures,win- 
nersand losers, heroes and villains. 


And, of course, there have been un- 
sung heroes. 

It’s a term normally applied, with 
all due respect, to football’s unglam- 
o rous stars; the likes of Martin Ke- 
own, the Garys — Pallisier and 
Mabbutt — and Carlton Palmer. But, 
in fact, football has more unsung he- 
roes than inosl walks of life, and the 
following spring immediately to 

min d. 

Never mind “Arsfcne Who?”, it 
was “John Who?” when Gregory 
took over the Aston Villa reins from 
Brian Utile, steering them quietly 
but quickly clear of the of relega- 
tion danger. Down on the south 
coast, meanwhile, Southampton 
fans must be suffering from verti- 
go. More accustomed to peering 
down the relegation trap door, 
they’ve been craning their necks to- 


wards Europe. Dave Jones won't be 
scared of the heights, having led 
Stockport to lofty perches last sea- 
son but, like Gregory, he is proof 
that you don't have to be a big name 
to get on in this game. 

Ditto Frank Sinclair who, despite 
his Jamaican connections, was the 
poor relation in Chelsea’s jet-set 
squad. Yet his strike broke the dead- 
lock in the Coca-Cola Cup finaLjust 
as his equaliser against Real Betis 
in the Cup Winners' Cup quarter- 
final sparked Chelsea's fightback. 

Sinctwir was nnm the laughing gtrw+r 

of Stamford Bridge. Not so now. 

Jason Lee knows all about be- 
ing a laughing stock, but the man 
who once achieved unwanted no- 
toriety for having a haircut tbe shape 
of a fruit that goes well with gam- 
mon had tbe last laugh this season; 


it was his goal against Jfttlham that 
ultimately won V&lford the Second 
Division championship. 

Gary Jones' 28 goals have 
helped Notts County ran away 
with the Third Division while goals 
from the veteran Steve Wood have 
been instrumental in ensuring Mac- 
clesfield's meteoric climb into the 
Second Division behind County. 

It's been a forgettable season for 
Manchester CSiy fens, but their loy- 
ally has been as unforgettable as 
that of the Clydebank fans. Tbe 
Baokies could win promotion from 
the Scottish Second Division today, 
but the fans have put long-term gain 
before short-term glory and stayed 
away m prated at the directors’ han- 
dling of the club's affairs. 

Bobble hats off too to Gtarilon, 
who have proved that small budget 


doesn't always equal small ambition; 
to Stockport, Crewe and Bury, who 
have shown that what comes up 
does not always have to go down 
again; to Jim Jefferies and his 
Hearts ride, who came dose to 
breaking tbe Old Firm domination 
. in Scotland; to the West Ham 
board, whose faith in Harry Red- 
napp is at last starting to pay divi- 
dends; to undefeated League of 
Wales champions, Barry Ibwn; to 
Channel 5, who were bold enough 
to broadcast England's World Cup 
qualifier against Poland and 
Chelsea’s European run (only for 
the BBC to poach the filial); to 
Northern League side Tbw Law 
Tbwn, for reaching Wembley for the 
first, time in their history (they play 
Tiverton Tbwn in the FA Vase final 
today); to Everton’s director of 


youth coaching, Colin Harvey, for 
winning the FA Youth Cup (at 
least there’s hope for Goodison's fu- 
ture); to Arsenal's Groundsman of 
the Year, Steve Braddock, who 
won Highbury's first title of the sea- 
son in April; and to Barnsley - 
down, but by never forgotten. 

And with the World Cup in 
mind, we should perhaps applaud 
an unsung hero in the shape of the 
Italian striker, Christian Vieri. 
whose misplaced header in Rome 
ensured England’s passage to 
France. And on a final note let's not 
forget tbe England World Cup 
song “On Top Of The World”. 
Early signs are that it’s unlikely to 
be afforded the heroic status of its 
predecessor, ‘Three Lions”. In 
fact, it’s more likely to remain - by 
the fans, at least - unsung 




w 


V. J 

fl 


Premiership team news 


Aston Villa v Arsenal 

YorfcE B Loading scorer Bergjamp 22 

Last season: 2-2 

"l]he Aston Villa midfielder lan Taylor will almost certainly miss to- 
nriorrows game with a thigh problem. Lee Hendne. also taken off 
against Wednesday with a calf strain, should be fit to return in the 
njfidfiekl against Arsene Wengers titte-wirmaTg side. Goalkeeper Mark 
Bpsnich is hoping to reclaim his place from Michael Oakes after a 
biput of flu. Villa are definitely without defenders Steve Staunton 
ahd Riccardo Scimeca, who both have hamstring injuries. 5imon 
C^rayson may move forward from defence to replace Taylor, 
/^serial will have almost a full- strength team after Emmanuel Petit 
afid. Dutch winger Marc Owrmars both passed Fitness tests With 
tbe title already won, manager Arsene Wenger rested six key play- 
ers in midweek while Petit was out with a shun injury and Overmars 
ntirsing a damaged ankle. Wenger recalls Tony Adams, David Sea- 
man, Martin Keown. Patrick Vieira, Nigel Winterbum and Nicolas 
Ainelkfl. lan Wright is likely to lead the attack alongside Ane&a, with 
Liberian Chris Wneh on the substitutes' bench. The only significant 
ohnassfon will be the injured Dutchman, Dennis Berglcamp. 


Barnsley v Manchester Utd 



Redfeam 14 


Leading scorer 
Lest season: No fixture 


Cole 24 



■V - : 
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Danny Wilson has a full. Barnsley squad to choose from his team's 
last Premiership match before their return to the Nationwide League. 
With no injury worries, Wilson can call on the services of the Mace- 
donian international striler Georgi Hristov and central defender Chris 
Mjorgan. Both players are available, again after completing three and 
five-match bans respectively Barnsley have conceded 80 Premier- 
ship goals this season, 33 of them at home. Despite a brief rally ear- 
lier m the year, they have picked up only one point from the fast 12. 
Manchester United manager Alex Fergjson will make several changes 
tomorrow to give games to some of his fringe players. Henning Berg 
John Curtis, **5 & ®*sly to start 

R#m&nd 

ichd. who his ll|Tvstring»injury JDie Gurmar Solsk- 

jaer is suspendedand Ronryjohnsen is recovering from his cartilage 
operation. Brian McClair could make an emotional final League start 
for United after being told his Old Traffond days are over. 


Blackburn v Newcastle 




Loading scorer Shearer, Barnes 7 
Lost season: 1-0 

Billy Mdynlay is available to help Blackburn attempt to secure their 
place in next season's Uefa CupThe Scottish midfielder, who has 
been in doubt all week with an ankle injury, has been passed fit. 
Damien Duff will also be involved after coming through a check on 
an injured groin but captain Tim Sherwood has an ankle problem 
and will not play again this season. Manager Roy Hodgson must de- 
cide between goalkeepers John Rian, who has started the last three 
games, and fit-again Tim Flowers. Jeff Kenna played in an unfamiliar 
wing-back position last , week but is likely to revert to full bade art: 
the expense of either Gary Croft or Patrick VfeJery. 

Kenny Dalglish will put out his strongest Newcastle side for the fi- 
nal Premiership game of the season, rejecting any notions he may 
play a weakened side with the FA Cup final against Arsenal less than 
a week away Captain Rob Lee and defender Steve Howey have both 
responded well to treatment on their respective foot and calf in- 
juries and should both start The only member of the squad un- 
likely to be available is Darren Pfeacock, who has a calf injury. 



valine 


Chelsea v Bolton 

Leatfing scorer 
Lost season: No fixture 


Blake 14 




Frank Leboeuf has made an unexpected return from an ankle in- 
jury. He picked up the injury in last week's 3- 1 defeat ajjNewca* 
tie, but played 45 minutes in Kevin Hitchcock* testimwoof^gain^t 
Nottingham Forest in midweek and is confident of beiny sentjph - 

franco Zola continues to receive treatment in HaJy on a gr yiy 

white Jamaican defender. Frank Sinclair is also a big doubt v»i 

ilar problem. Captain' Dennis Wise has a toe injury Michael Du 

' ; s struggling to recover from an ankle problem, Graeme Le b- 
has a calf strain and defender Andy Myers has a back problem. 

. Bolton’s player of the year, Andy Todd, could miss out on Playing 
in tomorrow's relegation decider, because his father, manager Col- 
in Todd, will not pick him. The defender is likely to be left on the 
bench. Todd Snr is expected to stick with Gerry Taggart - who came 
in when hrs.son served a one-match, ban - and kept his place as 
' -'blton won their last two games. Bolton face worries over strikers 
Dean HoHsworth and Bob Taylor,, who both face fitness tests on 
t hamstring injuries ahead of the biggest, day of their season, 

.jugfe Crystal Palace v Sheff Wed (jK 

- fcAd Dyer 8 - L*wfing*orer Dl Canto 14 

Lose season: No fixture 

Crystal-Palace are fikdy to be without their French.defender Vbte- 
r^Ttemae) for their final Premiership .game ^ of 
the near future). IsmaeLwas injured in Tuesday s 3-3 drawwrth West 
' H^n and that might mean ex-VSfolves deader Jamie Smrth com- 
ine in as right wing-back and captain Marc Edworthy switching info 

■ the mJdd^nTSgland Under-21 and B.squad ^ 
who has made such an imprison since joining 

er this season, could return from injury Palace hare won two of 
th*»ir last five League games and drawn one. . 

MMd AMnsoa is 

19 -year-old striker, Francesco Sanetti, ha first start at Crystal Palace 

torramaw.Sanetti made a stunnfcg debut when comrvOTaMS*' 

■ stitute in a 3- ! defeat at home to Aston Vita 

consolation goal as well B Iwtong the 
kalian will ofav alongside compatriot Paolo Di Canto as, Andy Booth 
tLk through suspISon foiling his two 

• weeks ago Wednesday, have won one game in thar last five. 


...And statistics 

Sunderland lead the 
way as gates soar 


S&ttstks: Brian Suss 


Middlesbrough’s Paul Merson (right) 
takes on Stockport’s Martin McIntosh. 
Despite their relegation from Die 
Premiership last year Middlesbrough Itave 
continued to fill the Riverside Stadium 
every week, while Stockport saw their 
gates rise this season by nearly 30 per cent 


Wtife footbaJTs restMces have become increasingly 
concentrated on the PraiBersh? ^reesnt years, the garna 
outside the top flight in England and Wales Is also ttufvteg. 

The three divisions beneath the Premiership enjoyed flier 
best attendances this season for more than a quarter of a century. 
Crowds m tfiB Nationwide League rose by 13.2 per cert on last 
season to reach a level not seen since the 1971-72 season. 

The biggest rise was In the Hrst Division, where crowds rose by 
20.1 per cent to an average of 15,079. ABhough the major boost was 
provided by the division’s biggest dubs (Simdeitand, in a season 
Inflowing relegation, saw an tecrease of 64 per cert after ther move to 
a new stadium), there were also increases in some unexpected 
quarters. Even Reading, the bottom dub, enjoyed an hcrease of more 
than five per cent 

•. The Second Division average was up by by nearly nine per cent, 
though the Third Division showed* aran drop. 


Hie returning millions 

'■Football League a tt a ti ft lB f l 982-199%^* 
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82/3 83M 84/5 B5AI BtV7 87/B 880 ffitfJ 90/1 91/2 SBJS B3M M/5 B5/B 9fiI7 07/8 
Seasons 

Nation wide League atte ndanc es 19 97-98 

HistDMsiiw 

Avgegate Avne gate Percent Leagae 
1997-98 1 996-87 change position 

MkUtasbiwgh 29.997 29,848 +0.5 2 

-r ;■ :wsa 

Wolves 23.2S3 24.763 -6.1 9 

Bbntafibm 18,751 17,751 +5.6 7 

WedBram 16^52 15,064 +10^ 10 

Stoke 14,945 12,698 +17.7 23 

Nonricti 14.445 14,719 -1.9 15 

■Stmt :; rjORI 

OPR 13,083 12.554 +AJZ .21 

Portsmanth 11,149 8.857 +25.9 20 

SwtoAm 9.505 9^17 -4 2 18 

Stockport 8,323 6,424 +29.6 B 

Qxbri ■ ' 7,488 7.608 -1.6 12 

, izmi ' z ~-. jataiSi 

Cram 5.243 3,978 +31.6 11 
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' ‘liftoa 4879 ft 781 -1ft3 17 
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Bbckpool 5212 4,987 +45 12 
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Sotobend 4,202 5.072 -17.2 24 

Wuhan 4,062 3,892 +4.4 19 


York 
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Hotts County 
Leyton Ottoflt 
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by Nick Harris 


Derby v Liverpool 

VWuKtofw 16 Leading scorer Owen 23 

Last season: 0-1 


Derbys are without several top players for tomorrow’s final game 
of the first season at Pride Park, Injuries and suspensions have 
affected Jim Smith’s plans since the season started and the story is 
a femiltar one as he prepares for the visit of Liverpool. Italian 
wing- back Stefano Eranio is out with a groin injury while 
midfielder Darryl Powell and striker Deon Burton are on 
international duty with Jamaica. Striker Francesco Baiano is fit 
3 gain after a knee injury and captain Igor Stimac could also be 
back after missing three games with a chest infection. 

Jason McAleer is definitely out of the Liverpool side with a leg 
injury. Captain Paul Ince is very doubtful with an ankle problem. 
Robbie Fowler, Rob Jones and Dominic Matteo are all out while 
Patrik Berger and Bjome Kvarme have flu. Jamie Redknapp, 
struggling with knee ligament trouble, has only a remote chance 
of being fit It could mean that Michael Thomas could play and 
youngsters Gareth Roberts and Haukur Ingi Gudnason are likely 
to be in the squad. Danny Murphy and David Thompson could 
also come into contention. 



Everton v Coventry 

Ferguson II 


Leading] 

Last season: l-l 


Dublin 22, 


New signing John Spencer is Everton’s only injury doubt as they pre- 
pare for tomorrow. He has a groin problem and has only just start- 
ed light training. Howard Kendall is likely to restore French striker 
Mickael Madarto the starting line-up after leaving him on the sub- 
stitutes’ bench for the 4-0 defeat at Arsenal last weekend. Tomor- 
row's game is already a 4QOOO-pfes seS-out and will rekindle memories 
of the last-day encounter with Wimbledon four seasons ago that 
Everton won to avoid the drop. 

England B strfloer Darren Huckerby is doubtful for Coventry. The 
22-year-old, who has scored 15 times this season, damaged an an- 
kle in training. Third-choice goalkeeper Tynan Scope fell on the strik- 
er's leg during a practice session on Monday and Huckerby has been 
unable to train’ since. The obvious replacement if Huckerby cannot 
play would have been Viorel Moldovan, but he is wrth the Roman- 
ian World Cup squad and will not rejoin Coventry until pre-season 
training. Gty's manager, Gordon Strachan. said that he would like 
Huckerby to play, but if he is unfit Simon Haworth will be deputise. 


Leeds Utd v Wimbledon 

Hasdbatofc 22 Leading scorer Leabum, Euefl 8 




Leading scorer 
Last season: 1-0 


Leeds’ defender Martin Hiden is manager George Graham's only 
doubt for tomorrow's final Elland Road match of the season. The 
£l5m centre-half damaged a hamstring in training and will under- 
go a late fitness check. If he is not deemed fit enough to play he 
wall be replaced by either Lucas Radebe or Gary Kelly at the heart 
of the defence. Graham's only other casualties are the Portuguese 
midfielder Bruno Ribeiro, who recently underwent surgery on a groin 
injury and Dutch defender Robert Molenaar, who is missing with a 
with a knee problem. Leeds' Uefa Cup place is already assured. 
The Wimbledon midfielder and captain Robbie Earle is fit after three 
weeks out with a broken toe, and as well as being included in the 
squad for tomorrow's game, has been given the all-clear to play for 
Jamaica in the World Cup Finals in France this summer. "The spe- 
cialist told me the fracture is healing as expected and that I would 
do no further damage to ft by playing," Earle said. "There is bound 
to be some discomfort but the important thing is that I will be able 
to play" The Dons are likely to have an otherwise unchanged team. 


Tottenham v Southampton 



Ginoto9 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 3-1 


Le Ussier 13 



Jurgen Klinsmann will make his last-ever appearance for Tottenham 
at White Hart Lane against Southampton txxrrarrow in a game whtch 
also marks the end of Gary Mabbutt’s 16 years' service at the dub. 
But while KEnsmarm will start the game, club captain Mabbutt -whose 
contract is not being renewed - is only likely to be on the bench 
and hoping for a late appearance as substitute. Defender Ramon 
Vega is available again after suspension but faces a late fitness test 
on a broken nose, white David Howells, Give Wilson and Steffen 
Iversen are all definitely out 

John Beresford hopes to be fit for Southampton's final game of the 
season. Beresford a £1 5m signing from Newcastle in February, has 
been forced to miss the last two games with an anlde injury but re- 
turned to training this week. Defender Richard Dryden is expect- 
ed to recover from a virus which kept hum out of last weekend's 
defeat against Derby. England Under-21 striker Kevin Davies is still 
unavailable with the knee injury that has kept him out of contention 
for the last four games. 


West Ham v Leicester 



Hanson 24 


Leading scorer 
Lest season: 1-0 


Marshall K) 



NAfest Ham’s Rio Ferdinand will have a late fitness check on a neck 
injury to see if he can play for foe Hammers tomorrow. The Eng- 
land defender missed the 3-3 midweek draw at Crystal Palace, but 
is hoping to be fit for a match that Harry Redknapp's side must win 
if they are to have a chance of qualifying for European football next 
season. If Ferdinand fails to make it captain Steve Lomas will move 
from defence back into midfield. Trevor Sinclair will rejoin Paul Kit- 
son up front, and Samassi Abou will drop to the bench. Wfest Ham 
have drawn two. lost two and won one of their last five games. 
Leicester City manager Martin O'Neill should have two key play- 
ers back for their final game of the season. Garry Parker has re- 
covered from a groin strain, while Swedish defender fbntus Kaamark 
is making good progress after suffering a back injury, lan Marshall 
wii pfay in attack or defence depending on whether Kaamark is passed 
fit Leicester have won two and drawn three of their last five Pre-, 
rraership games and could still mathematically qualify fora Uefa Cup 
place if they won and other results go their way. 











ales look abroad as Bowring 



Rugby Union 


By Robert Cole 

THE odds were always against 
Kevin Buwring staying for the 
duration of his contract as 
national coach and yesterday he 
and Wales parted company. 

The Welsh Rugby Union 
has lost six coaches in lOyears, 
an unstable situation which has 
been mirrored by some dire per- 
formances on the field. 

TVvo days before his 44th 

birthday. Bowring was informed 
that a list of demands he bad 


presented to the Union in a bid 
to improve his position were un- 
suitable and the technical com- 
mittee had no option but to 
bring his tenure to a dose. 

Now the search begins for a 
replacement but, barring the 
highly unlikely scenario of a 
World Cup triumph on home 
soil in November next year, the 
new incumbent may also find 
himself cm shifting ground. 

By then W&les will have a 
new 75,000 all-seater stadium, 
but the question all rugby fans 
in tiie principality will be ask- 
ing is; can they produce a team 


to match their luxurious 
surroundings? 

Bowring was a safe choice 
and an honest man bat what let 
him down in the end was a lade 

of charisma and a failure tO 
motivate his players for the big 
occasion. 

In a statement. Bowring was 
said to have “no regrets about 
being national coach, and only 
wishes that better results could 
have been achieved 0 . 

Record-breaking defeats by 
New Zealand before Christmas 
and England and France in this 
season’s Five Nations’ meant 


that althou gh he bad achieved 
his objective of two wins in the 

champi onship , be was no further 
down the road to developing a 
side to cope with the world's best 
It is not all Bowring’s fault. 
He was hampered by the tack of 
a truly competitive league struc- 
ture in Wales and the continu- 
■ mg conflict between the dubs 
and the Union. 

- Bowring’s demand that he be 

allowed to keep the players 
away from their dubs during the 
duration of next year’s Five 
Nations was something that 
the Union conld never adhere 


too without provoking the ire of 

the Premier Division filite. 

There were other unsatisfac- 
tory demands, too, which 
Bowring hadfitde hope of seeing 
met. partiadariywben negotiai- 


So who’s next? If Wiles do 

go to South Africa then they are 

almost less certain to go with a 
makeshift coach or coaches. 
Mike Ruddock, the man in 
charge at Leinster, and Dennis 
John, the Rratypridd coach, 
would be the likely pairing. 
But as much as anything, Wiles 
need a credible personality to 


make the best of their banted re- 
sources. 

Welsh fens are now used to 
losing* but their m inim u m 
demands are to reach the 
quarter-fihabof the Wbrid Cup 
and to become more competi- 
tive a gainst the lotting natiois. 

The speculation has already 
started about wbowill take over, 

with Bob Dwyer, the man who 
took Australia to the World 
Cup in 1991 and parted company 
with Leicester recently, being 
seen in Cardiff this week. 

Although Teny Cobner, the 
Director of Rugby, denied 


Dwyer was in the frame, 
Union's technical director Geoff 

. 11— ..MMltlll ■ 


* 

griBingaWelsh journalist about 
the Australian’s credentials. 

; ‘‘We are after the best avail- 
able coach, in the world and. if 

required, we are prepared to in- 
vest signific ant financial 
resources to ensure we get the 

best,” Glanroor Griffiths, the 
WRU chairman, said. 

: Tbeproblem maybe finding 
someone who actually wants the 
job - money or no money. 

^TetJejAs Cup final preview, Bomwffl 
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Survival the 
sole concern 
at Goodison 


Football 


By Trevor Hayiett 


THE way forward last summer, 
according to the Everton chair- 
man Ft ter Johnson, was the re- 
cruitment of a “world class” 
coach and exotic players to 
match, but after 12 months in 
which they went backwards for 
a “new” manager and made less 
progress than the Conservative 
Party, Evertonians will be grate- 
ful tomorrow just to acknowl- 
edge their achievement in 
standing still. 

Should they avoid relegation 
and consign Bolton to the First 
Division instead, the blue half 
of Merseyside will give three 
lusty cheers and then attempt 
to cover their embarrassment 
For a dub who still optimisti- 
cally perceive themselves as 
part of football's 61ite, a finish- 
ing position of 17th is no basis 
for respectability let alone cel- 
ebration. 

FbrEverton’s Lancastrian ri- 
vals, however, retaining their 

Premiership place would denote 
a significant step forward, a 
cause for genuine rejoicing. 
Survival was an ambition that 
proved beyond Bolton two 
years ago, has defied the efforts 
this time of the two other pro- 
moted sides, Barnsley and Crys- 
tal Palace, but which is now 
within reach after a reviving run 
which has gathered 16 points in 
the last nine games. 

Going into the last day 


Bolton hold a one-point ad- 
vantage, but they have the 
tougher finale with a trip to 
Chelsea while Everton host 
Coventry. Then again, Coven- 
try, having gone down to the 
wire on so many occasions, are 
programmed to give their ut- 
most on the last afternoon while 
Chelsea’s minds, if not their bod- 
ies, will already be in Stockholm 
where on Wednesday they hope 
to add the Ctip-Winneis’ Gip to 
their Coca-Cola trophy. 

So perhaps the omens are 
pulling in favour of Colin Tbtkfs 
team whose escape plans gained 
fresh momentumlast Saturday 
when victory over Crystal Palace 
lifted them out of the bottom 
three for the first time since De- 
cember and put Everton in 
their place. The Merseysiders’ 
pitiful capitulation at Highbury 
the following day merely raised 
the confidence quotient at the 
Reebok Stadium higher stflL 

A Bolton win will sever 
Eveiton’s ties with the top flight 
after 44 years no matter the re- 
sult against Coventry. If Colin 
Tbdd’s team go down at Stam- 
ford Bridge they will return to 
the First Division on goal dif- 
ference assuming that Howard 
Kendall, in his third spell at 
Goodison, can inspire at least 
a draw from his side. 

The Premier League have 
made contact with Chelsea this 
week to remind them of their 
responsibilities to the rest of the 
Premiership and the require- 
ment to field a full-strength 


tram. However, Todd believes 
that whoever is wearing home 
colours will provide formidable 
opposition. 

“Oielseabave a large squad 
and the vast majority of them 
have all figured in the Pre- 
miership at some point this 
season,” said the Bolton man- 
ager. “Whatever side they put 
out we know that it’s still going 
to be a difficult job.” 

Merseyside Police have con- 
tingency plans in place should it 
all end in tears at Goodison and 
the chairman, Johnson, come in 
for more abuse. Protests from 
supporters seem inevitable if 
Everton do go down. Seven’ po- 
lice ofiScerswOl be situated in the 
directors’ box and will be under 
orders to accompany Johnson 
out of the ground before the end 
of the game if necessary. 

The issue of weakened 
teams is also troubling Harry 
Redknapp, whose West Ham 
might lost out on a European 
place to Blackburn and Aston 
Villa wife their rivals facing the 
FA Cup finalists Newcastle and 
Arsenal respectively. 

“I know both Arsenal and 
Newcastle have the FA Cup 
final to look forward to but I 
would hope they do the decent 
thing”, Redknapp said. “In 1992 
when we held Manchester Unit- 
ed 1-1 on fee final day and 
Blackburn clinched the title 1 
could have played a few kids but 
I felt it was my responsibility to 
put out my best side.” 

Everton circus, page 22 



In the groove: David Coutthard pilots his McLaren around the Barcelona track in practice for tomorrow^ grand prix 


Phorograpfe.AFP-. 
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Friday’s solution 
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Last Saturday’s solution 
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By Mass ACROSS 


I Fourth-rate in old 
games till trained to be- 
come this? (4,9) 

10 Impose measure favour- 
ing the Establishment 

m 

II South, in chance of suc- 
cess, makes a call (5,2) 

12 ‘Drown one’s sorrows* is 
about right for such? (5) 

— cause of 

14 Group in church? (5) 

16 Discharge old lag carry- 
ing oouple of notes 19) 

18 I take it tares spread, 
and nettles (9) 

19 Mushrooms? Enjoyable, 
the man said (5) 

20 United, signified by In- 
dian pipes (2,7) 

23 Second opinion almost 
its fee picture (5) 
action’s different 
withEcstasy added (7) 

25 Like one story we’re 
told, of Eastern origin 

26 SeyTl suss out one- 
good at informing gam- 
blers (13) 


DOWN 


2 Sickly shade of blue? 

(3-6) 

3 Grand featured in dread- 
ful lament (5) 

4 Pick some tiresome lec- 
turer (5) 

5 Unions in time-wasting 
actions (losing day) (9) 

6 Like a notebook record- 
ing an autumnal feature? 
(3-4) 

7 Fibre for rope and new 
sails (5) 

8 What a piffling fence! 

9 Canine resting? That’s 
different from dogged- 
ness (13) 

15 It conld be well-thumbed, 
by the way (5-4) 

16 Sociable? Once sober, 
gadabout appears inward 
(?) 

17 After October roster 
should be put up — one 
introducing changes (9) 

21 Bird with new crest (5) 

22 Use abusive words in in- 
sult about North (5) 

23 Steamy film packed with 
love (5) 


The first live comet soiatiOM to tUs wttfs panic opened nest Thurs- 
day receive tadbaefcod copies of (be Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 
Answers and w in ners* names wiD be poll fished nest Saturday. Send soia- 

tlana to SatmeayCxosaword, R Ol Box 4S18, Tbe Independent, 1 Canada 

Square, Canary Wtou^ London £14 5BL. Please nse tbe box mother ami 

portcode and give join- mm postcode. Last weeh?5 winners M Whitman, 

Brighton; M Merrick, Saturn; D Dare-Phnnpton, Boston: T McBride, 
B s punepori lw; N Wilkinson, SoxbUon. 


Coulthard and Hakkinen 
going through the motions 


Motor racing 


By Derick Alhcop 

in Barcelona 

IF THERE is a sporting nirvana, 
then McLaren-Mercedes are 
likely to find it here tomorrow. 
The rest appear condemned to 
a respectful distance. 

Mika Hakkinen and David 
Coulthard, first and second in fee 
world championship, were just 
that in practice for fee Spanish 
Grand Prix, yesterday, seeming- 
fygofog through the motions. An 
improbable third fastest was 
Johnny Herbert, driving a 
Sauber, but then that is Friday for 
you. Any day of a rating week- 
end, especially Sunday, is likely 
to be a good day for McLaren. 

And even more so here. As 
Coulthard has observed, be 
knows this place better than S3- 
verstone, having virtually 
moved in for winter testing. 

The only issue appears to be: 
which McLaren will win the race 
and lead fee championship go- 
ing to Monaco. Hakkinen won 
fee first two races and was sec- 
ond in Argentina, but 
Coulthard’s victory in the San 
Marino Grand Prix, a fortnight 


ago, lifted him to within three 
points of tbe Firm and suggested 
he might have tilted fee psy- 
chological balance. 

That is fee interpretation of 
Damon H31, Britain’s last world 
champion. Hill, consigned to a 
bit-part with Jordan, believes his 
compatriot and former team- 
male has tbe momentum and tbe 
ingredients to beat Hakkinen. 

“David has definitely got 
what it takes to win the Cham- 
pionship,” Hill said. “He has an 
excellent chance of cracking it. 
As we stand here now, I would 
put my money on David. 

“I think David has taken the 
psychological advantage. Mas- 
sively. After fee first two races 
Mika will have thought it was 
easy. Everything was looking 
hunky-dory for him. He must 
have thought be had it in &e bag. 
But then David was the quick- 
er iu Argentina and realty should 
have won feeze. He won easily 
at Imola. He’s learned a lot since 
we were te>m.mafet He’s ma- 
tured as a person and a driver.” 

Schumacher hovers in third 
place in the title st andings, 
doubtless hoping to pick up the 
scraps of a domestic skirmish, 
and just now ft Zooks like a 


championship McLaren can 
only throw away. 

Hill had to resist a develop- 
ing threat from his Williams 
team-mate, Jacques VUleneuve, 
to fulfil his championship am- 
bition in 1996 and in a sideswipe 
at McLaren, he urges Couhfaaid' 
to experience. 

“I just ht»e David enjoys it 
and doesn’t jfc t too tied up in 
McLaren-speJk. He’s got a lot 
L so has Mika,” 

'should show that 

it they are told to 
dem there is feat 
.jj ; drivers have to toe 
■rate line, for the ben- 
i sponsors. They should 
■wed to be themselves."" 
t Jl, who had unproductive 
fcswith McLaren last season 
l was stranded fo 14th place 
yesterday, patently want- 
ed to get that off his chest Cor- 
porate McLaren have the car of 
fee year. 

Herbert's sights are set high, 
even if he does not anticipate 
third place again in this after- 
noon’s qualifying session. “I 
am hoping for a top lO.quali- 
fying position, top six would be 
a dream,” be said. 

Ferrari spent most of theft 


winter working in" Italy and ft 
showed yesterday. Eddie Irvine^ 
fourth fastest, was L2sec slower 
than Hakkinen, a place and a ‘ 
tenth of a second ahead of Schu- ^ 
macher. “Our performance »; 
more or less what we expected,” " - 
Schumacher sokmnfycoDcede&j 
Williams were still farther: 
adrift, Heinz-Harald Frentzen 
sixth and Voieneuve eighth. 
They were separated by Rubens 
BarrieheQo, dispensing a much 
needed tonic for the Stewart: 
Ford team. • 

More characteristic of their 
season was Jan Magnussen's 
spin into a gravel trap. The; 
Dane, who almost lost his job - 
last’week, was m 22nd -and. fi- 
nal place oh fee time sheet. ' , ,r 

SPMG3H GRAND PHDCtUarctioa< TlMto ; 
far wondUpncBcK T V M MH B r*~' 
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Venus triumphs in latest bout of sibling rivalry 
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Tennis 


IT WAS all so different in Mel- 
bourne last January when 
NtenusWBKams defeate d her sis- 
ter, Serena, in tbe second round 
of fee Australian Open, yet 
they still left the court hand-inr 
hand. After Venus put Serena 
out of fee Italian Open in 


Rome yesterday, there was lit- 
tle sign of sisterly affection at 
the post-match handshake. 

Venus, fee American No 9 
seed, took just an hour and a 
quarter to become fee first 
semi-finalist at fee women's 
Italian Open and a visibly irri- 
tated Sereoa barely touched her 
17-year-old sister’s band before 
collecting her rackets and strid- 


mgoff the centre court “In Mel- 
bourne, it did feel different 
playing against my sister, but to- 
day it felt much more tike play- 
fog against any opponent” said 
tbe unseeded Serena. 

Like feeir previous meeting, 
fee match was more memorable 
for the sight of two sisters slug- 
ging it out in public than for the 
quality of fee tennis. 


Playing her first tounduneut 
on red clay in Europe, fee 16- ; 
year-old Serena was able to * 
show only occasional glimpses 
of the form which had w>f . 
counted for the 12 th seed, ^ 
Nathalie Thuriat, fo fee first 5 
round and, remaricably, for fire V 
four-times Italian diaihpioji, - 
Cbnehita Martmez^. ... . 

CorttifA maKjMgft 1^ 
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Hitting the 
t& tourist trail 


Travellers heading off the beaten track this summer face a fourfold 
rise in travel insurance. Paul Slade reports on a little noticed tax hike 

A holiday off the beaten track — , . _ _ “ 

is a dream for millions of * COSt Of travel Insurance 

Single Trip rarer (17 days) E-rape Weriftrife 

?— *™ ■ «■* 

holidaymakers achieve that 

dream. Yet, thanks to a little- ““““a™ . "** £Z7SM 

noticed measure announced Twoadufts.one«er65: £79.90* £15444 

by the Chancellor of the Ex- Going Places premium rates, showing current travel agents' tax rata ol 17.5 per 

chequer, Gordon Brown, in cent. Excludes sld cover. Assumes children are aged 12 or younger. 

his last Budget, those of us who *n M * m ra, b .iiW«fGrilKwo«70 snree.rann 

avotd package tours wiUfecea 1 ^ 

fourfold rise in tax on our 

travel insurance this summer, arrangements between your Travel agents often sell a hoi- 
One in five travellers will be hit host country and the NHS. iday and the associated insur- 

The tax hike on travel in- Paul Sparks, of TSB Gen- ance as a single package. The 

surance hits cover bought from eral the general insurance aim tax rate payable on travel in- 

brokers or banks. The tax that is part of Lloyds Bank/TSB surance premiums in 1996 was 
added to your premiums when Group, says: “If you’re abroad just 25 per cent as agains t the 
you buy from these outlets and you become sick or injured, 17.5 per cent VAT charged on 

rises from 4 per cent to 17.5 per without travel insurance, you the holiday element of the 

tent on 1 August can be financially ruined. 1 package. Customs believed tour 

The change will bring the think it's something most peo- operators were loading much of 
Treasury extra tax of just £15m pie will still feel they have to the total transaction on to the 
in a full year. But experts warn have, but they will not be happy insurance side of the books in 
that, for the most part, it is hoi- they've got to pay this extra tax.” order to save tax. 
idaymakexs who must pay the If you are a frequent trav- The 1996 Conservative Bud- 

price. Robert Smith of Douglas eller, and buy insurance cover get therefore increased the in- 
CaxTyrie(DCT),afinnofbrt>- for a whole year at a time , it surance premium tax rate to 
kers, says: “Certainly, our in- may make sense to buy your 17.5 per cent for these outlets, 
surers are not going to be able next policy before 1 August to bringing it into line with YAI 
to cany it And/ with such a big lock in your cover at the lower The standard rate of tax on in- 
difference from 4 per cent to rate for the next 12 months. suranoe premiums rose from 25 
175« percent, there’s no way we Smith says up to 20 per per cent to 4 per cent 
can absorb it either.” cent of travellers buy their in- Mike Beaumont of Thomas 

On DCFs estimates, the rise surance from banks or brokers. Cook says: The Customs & Ex- 
means a family of two adults and that these buyers tend to rise argument was that we were 
and three children planning a be independent-minded. “Per- value-shifting as an industry. Wfe 



* Premium may bB higher for those over 70 
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travel insurance this summer, arrangements between your 
One in five travellers will be hit host country and the NHS. 

The tax hike on travel in- Paul Sparks, of TSB G en- 
durance hits cover bought from erai, the general insurance aim 
brokers or banks. The Lax that is part of Lloyds Bank/TSB 
added to your premiums when Group, says: “If you’re abroad 
you buy from these outlets and you become sick or injured, 
rises from 4 per cent to 175 per without travel insurance, you 
teent on 1 August can be financially ruined. 1 

The change will bring the think it's something most peo- 
Heasuiy extra tax of just £15m pie will still feel they have to 
in a full year. But experts warn have, but they wiQ not be happy 

that for the most part, it is hoi- they’ve got to pay this extra tax.” 

idaymakexs who must pay the If you are a frequent trav- 

price. Robert Smith of Douglas eller, and buy insurance cover 
CaxTyrie (DCT), a firm of bro- for a whole year at a time, it 
kers, says: “Certainly, our in- may make sense to buy your 
surers are not going to be able next policy before 1 August to 
to cany it And, with such a big lock in your cover at the lower 
difference from 4 per cent to rate for the next 12 months. 
175 percent, there’s no way we Smith says up to 20 per 

can absorb it either.” cent of travellers buy their in- 

On DCFs estimates, the rise surance from banks or brokers, 
means a family of two adults and that these buyers tend to 
and three children planning a be independent-minded. “Fer- 
n-day trip outside Europe wjll- : i hap s tb e y ’re bored. witfr the . 
pay £11555 instead qffhe'W "average package holiday, and 


kinen 

notions 


rent £10225 for their cover. 

Travel insurance will pay 
out if you lose your belongings 
while on holiday, have your hol- 
iday delayed, or have to cancel 
'for reasons beyond your own 
control. But by far the most im- 
portant element is that it will 
pay your medical bills if you fall 
sick or have an accident while 
abroad. This is particularly 
valuable outside the European 
Union, where you will not be 
able to rely on reciprocal 


looking for something a Btdehit 
different," he says. “They’re 
fairly streetwise, and used to 
shopping around." 

The increase in tax puts 
these travellers on the same 
footing as people buying from 
travel agents and tour opera- 
tors, where premiums have 
been taxed at 175 per cent since 
1 April, 1997. Their rate of tax 
was increased to combat what 
Customs & Excise saw as cre- 
ative accounting. 


Travel agents often sell a hol- 
iday and the associated insur- 
ance as a single package. The 
tax rate payable on travel in- 
surance premiums in 1996 was 
just 25 per cent, as against the 
175 per cent VAT charged on 
the holiday element of the 
package. Customs believed tour 
operators were loading much of 
the total transaction on to the 
insurance side of the books in 
order to save tax. 

The 1996 Conservative Bud- 
get therefore increased the in- 
surance premium tax rate to 
175 per cent for these outlets, 
bringing it into line with VAX 
The standard rate of tax on in- 
surance premiums rose from 25 
per cent to 4 per cent 

Mike Beaumont of Thomas 
Cook says: “The Customs & Ex- 
cise argument was that we were 
value-shifting as an industry. Wfe 
never felt that, wastije case, so . 
we aibvety pleased it has Bfeen" 
equalised now." But the end re- 
sult hasbeen to give Mr Brown 
a perfect excuse to raise Aerate 
of travel insurance tax payable 
to 175 per cent for everyone. 

Mr Smith believes that bro- 
kers and banks will continue to 
offer better deals. He says: 
“Products bought direct are 
stOJ likely to be cheaper, be- 
cause the travel agent is putting 
a fairly hefty mark-up on it. 
Buying direct vrill still be a bet- 
ter deal for the customer." 



Awash in a sea of Roiexes and camcorders 


Fishing for revenue: From I August, travel insurance will 
be taxed at 175 per cent rather than 4 per cent 

Photograph: Frank Orel/Tony Stone Images 
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Closed banks 

The Government this week 
launched an Investigation into 
high street banks and threat- 
ened to toughen the existing 
Banking Code of Practice af- 
ter complaints that some in- | 
sticutions are failing to deal 
openly with their customers. 

Helen Liddell, Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, 
said she was “extremely con- 
cerned" about claims that 
some banks are not telling 
their customers about differ- 
ent accounts. 

The probe also follows an- 
gry protests from clients of 
Northern Rock, the former 
building society, who claim 
they have been switched be- 
tween accounts without their 
consent. 

Eager savers 

Research by Alliance & 
Leicester has managed Co 
find a strong “will to save” 
among 18 to 26-yearokb. 
People In their late 20s 
and 30s also said they want- 
ed to save more. To cater 
for this hitherto invisible 
band of young savers, AJ- 
Gance & Leicester is bunch- 
ing a new account with 
the option of saving by 
monthly standing order 
over one, two or three 
years. 

Finer China 

Which is worth more: a trans- 
fer-printed copy of a Chinese 
j blue and white tea bowL made 
| in Staffordshire in about 1815, 
or an original one made in Ch'H 
na in the mid-Kkh century with 
the design painted by hand? As 
John Windsor explains on 
page 3, they are worth about 
the same. And both are emi- 
nently collectable. 

Well endowed? 

Will your endowment polity 
be worth enough to pay off 
your mortgage when it ma- 
tures? These and a range of 
other questions about with- 
profits poCdes are analysed in 
aspedal feature by Nic Ckxitti 
on pages 6 and 7. 


Thought for the day 




Travel insurance is there to protect people in 
the event of unforeseen accidents and minor 
tragedies; that" can befell anyone holidaying 
abroad. Most of us will never need to make 
a eiflim on our cover. But a minority will have 
cause to. 

And, as far as ah even smaller minority is 
concerned, if all the claims for lost property 
were to be believed, Florida would be knee- 
deep in video cameras and the beaches of the 
Cote d’Azur awash in Rolex watches. 

The medic*! cover also attracts its share 
of fraudsters. Here are just two examples of 
cr iminal claims, taken from the files of insurer 
Home & Overseas: 

■ A Glasgow man submitted more than 10 


c laims for £2500 tailor-made suits which he 
claimed had been lost in transit by various air- 
lines. He used a pad of receqxs be had acquired 

from a real tailor. He was caught after the 
police raided his home and discovered a 
cabinet full of cl aim forms and a leaflet enti- 
tled How to make £2,000 on your holiday. 

■ A London woman, claimed for loss of 
sight in her left eye five times over a period 
of IS months. The accidents she reported 
included a street attack in Tfehran, felling off 
a chair while trying to get her suitcase out of 
the loft and having someone fell on her in a 
swimming pooL She pocketed more than 
£100,000 from insurers before being caught 
and sentenced to 18 months in prison. 


Hie Chancellor's travel sting 




Europe 

Worldwide 

Singte Trip Cover (17 days) 

Current 

New 

Current 

New 


premfcim 

premium 

premium 

premium 

.•.■hwakte 

■'- £39Jj# .. 

£44.76 

£81.80 

£9244 

Two aduOs and 

thraecMdrac 

£49.58 

E55L95 

£102.25 

£115.55 

Tvraa&ds. 
one over 68 ., 

£59.48 

. -£67.14 . 

£122.70 

£13846 

Travel premfrn changes showing August 1, 1998, Increase hi Insurance premajm tax 
to 17.5 per cent on pofeta bougtt tram banks or brafcm. Excludes ski cover 

Assumes that aMs are under 65 unless otherwise sMHdand that cWMrat are aged 

between 2 and 17 
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Best 


How not 2 b a smart investor 


financial 
product 
for you? let 
an IFA do 




•r-" ■. fsjic Clcutti* finds 
; ' 3 that Barclays’ new 

baby b 2 , offers its 
-‘V : - i customers more 

style than substance 

. •• 

■ " . , 1 - d ~ Millions of risk-averse bank and 

‘ . . • • ‘ 1 building society customers are 

to be targeted by a new. “hig 1 

subsidiary pf Barclays Bank, of- 
I v-\/ fering equity-linked products 
/3I* / tba* guarantee money back 
, should stock markets fell* 

_ . ; . ' Barclays has setups, a tete- 

. -.v ’ phone-based operation which 
' ' aims to wean savers away fro™ 

.. . v ' , an ingrained tendency to stash 

- • ; .’■**- their in deposit accounts*- 

• ■ Acc or di ng to lr. 4 million 

'■ Britons- “lost", an average. 

- £2,700 each-by not investing in 
the stock market. Although 

they made £246 in interest pay- 


ments from their a c co un t s , had 
they placed their money in 
shares they would have gained 
10 rimfts that much. 

lb win them over, b 3 will 
offer an advanced savings ac- 
count (ASA), a fund that can be 
placed in a tax-free PEP or new 
Individual Savings. Account 
from April 1999. Unlike typical 
■ savings accounts, this one gives 

investors limited exposure to the 
stock market through its Stock 
Market Growth Fond, which 
aims to outperform the FTSE 
100 share index. 

But, imHkenXistequi^ funds, 

the ASA guarantees that should 

the market fell during one of 

three jbvtstmem periods — three, 

five or seven years - savers’ 
money will be returned in fufl- 
Mark Bogarri, managing di- 
rector of b\ says: “Many peo- 
ple feel that they could make 
more of their money tha n in th e 
building society. They simply 
don’t feel confident or com- 


fortable to do anything about 
it.... We have spoken to thou- 
sands of savers and found they 
wanted that gap bridged by a 

company with the know-how, se- 
curity and stability of a blue-chip 
financial provider. Savers want 
something safe but exciting, b 2 



will deliver that It’s a small 
name that standsfbr a big idea." 

In truth, the tngidea, which 
took Barclays 18 months to rer 
fine, is also an old idea. It in- 
volves offering a so-called 
"guaranteed product”, where a 
slice of a person’s investment 


buys a derivative product which 
is used to meet the guarantee 
of a return of fiinds if stock mar- 
kets should fefi. 

Whereas other guaranteed 
funds set a 5 per cent cap on po- 
tential losses each quarter, the 
ASA returns funds in full -but 
only as long as the money is left 
invested over the pre-agreed 
period referred to earlieT. 
Otherwise, the guarantee will 
only cover 85 per cent of a 
fund’s value: if stock markets 
fell by more than that - tough. 

The cost of tins guarantee is 
extremely high. Typically, be- - 
tween 5 and 8 per cent of the 
sum invested is used to buy the 
derivatives to protect the 
capital In the case of fcr, it is 
between 13.7 and 13-9 per cent 

The effect of this is simple: 
if the Stock Market Growth 
Fund were to rise by 45 per cent " 
over three years, a reasonable 
bull run, the value of a £100 
i nvestment would be £12454, 


equivalent to about 8.2 per 
cent a year. Hardly that excit- 
ing. Of course, this doesn’t in- 
clude dividends, which might 
add 2 per cent or more annu- 
ally. But then, the company's 15 
per cent -annual management 
' fee plus 0.9 per cent bid-offer 
spread would dent those. 

The essence of the new b 2 
account, however, is the 
premise that today’s investors 
wan t a combination of things. 
One of them isaccessibilily. b 3 
aims to provide it with instant 
access, total flexibility as to 
payments, telephone access 
seven days a week and no 
penalties for withdrawals. ■ 

The Compaq calculates that 
its trendy image will hejp .it 
break into the market for bund- 
ing society accounts. Whether 
it succeeds depends on the" 
level of excitement prospective 
clients are seeking. Judging by 
the product they are being 
tempted with - not much. 


y 


0117 971 1177 y 


Mease send m my information pack, the names of three toad IFAs and a '-pucker for a free 
consultation wiihtna obhgtticm. I understand that no^mewUleattme as a result af filling in 
thiscoupOH. The addnss is IFAP. limited, 17-19 Emery Road. JMslmgfnn. Bristol BS4 5PF. 


You’d be better off with an IFA 
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Barclays’ 
new deal 
fails to 
square up 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


NIC CICUTTI 


Every now and then, some- 
one comes along with a new 
idea that changes the way we 
perceive the world of per- 
sonal finance. 

More than a decade ago. 
Direct Line did it with car 
and home insurance, which 
it decided to sell over the 
telephone. First Direct, a 
subsidiary of Midland Bank, 
has taken since 1989 to 
achieve the same with tele- 
phone banking but appears 
to have succeeded at Last 

Virgin did it a few years 
ago, when it launched its low- 
cost tracker PEP, also avail- 
able over the phone. The 
company’s product has now 
been superseded by better 
ones, but its initiative forced 
others to follow suit. The 
slew of supermarket banks - 
Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Safeway 
- in the past 24 months is an- 
other marketing idea which 
combines simplicity with a 
good deal for savers. 

Will we see b% the new 
subsidiary of Barclays Bank, 
in a similar way in a few 
years' time? Anything is pos- 
sible, of course, but I doubt 
it. Perhaps I should clarity 
my view; I hope not, for were 
it to happen it would be a 
sign that the British invest- 
ing public has opted for a 
mediocre deal wrapped up m 
supposedly “cool" typogra- 
phy and design. 

Details- of the b : product 
are reported on our front 
page. Essentially, what the 
company says it is offering is 
a hybrid product, with the 
potential of better returns 
than a building society 
account, similar risks and the 

same ease of access. 

But the reality is that 
almost anyone considering 
an investment into this sort 
of funds unlikely to want to . 
use it as some sort of instant 
access account They will 


want to commit their money 
for the longer term and, 
mostty, be prepared to leave 
it untouched for several, 
years in the ASA. If so, de^ 
spite the much-vaunted ac- 
cessibility of the b* account 
- 7am to 10pm, seven days 
a week - most people other 
than a few loonies and show- 
offs will tend to stick with 
more regular railing timwf 
Yet they will still pay for a 
“service” they never use. 

Moreover, the tr offering 
is worse, in terms of its ex- 
posure to any potential stock 
market gams, than many of 

its rival products. Unless 
the present bull market con- 
tinues for the next seven 
years, potential returns are 
unlikely to be that exciting. 

Over shorter periods of 
time, it is worth remem- 
bering another company 
which sold a three-year guar- 
anteed fond in the early 
1990s. Scottish Provident 
vacuumed up hundreds of 
millions of pounds from 
savers who subscribed to 
several tranches of its Cap- 
ital Guarantee Bonds. Yet 
when the bonds matured, in 
most cases the money would 
have done better had it been 
left in a building society. 
Some deal. 

There is also something 
slightly sad about Barclays 
owning up to the feet it can’t 
attract punters under under 
its own steam and has to 
come up with another name 
and trendy imagery to do so. 

If so, Tm not convinced 
this is a winner. It smacks too 
much of corporate forty- 
somethings devising a strat- 
egy to target a market of 
fiftysomethfngs who want to 
be thirtysomethings. Marie 
Bogazd, managing director at 
tr, calls it “safe but exciting”. 
Icall ft W illiam Hague with 
a baseball cap. 


Plans to maximise lump-sum savings 


THE MAKEOVER 

Name: Patricia Willmot 
Age: 57 

Occupation: Call co-ordinator 
for a large company 
The problem: Pat recently 
inherited about £30,000, which 
she has placed mostly in bank or 
building society accounts. She 
also has shares from Halifax and 
share options from her work 
worth £20,000. After planning for 
potential emergencies she wants 
to invest her - surplus funds, 
which Indude bank and building 
society deposftuaccounts, in the 
most useful vt ay possible. 

The solution: A reserve fund 
needs to be sec aside. Thereaft e r, 
ft makes sense to seg the shares 
and use this money, plus what- 
ever is left from the inheritance, 
to diversify Into ocher collective 
investments and spread her risk. 


Patricia WiUmct is divorced 
with two grown-up daughters. 
She has worked for her em- 
ployer for 19 years and cur- 
rently earns £34,700 a year in 
a senior adminis trative role 
which provides her with private 
healthcare, a share option 
scheme and a final-salary pen- 
sion scheme with a retirement 
age of 65. Rat would like towork 
until 65, but is worried a merger 
of her company lead to her 
being made redundant 

In addition to her Halifax 
shares and share options, plus 
her deposit accounts and £3,000 
in a Tessa, Pat is paying £178 a 
month into a Halifax personal 
equity plan (PEP), and two 
witb-profit endowments with 
Standard Life, set to mature in 
2002 and 2007. Her home is 
valued at £100,000, on which 
she has a mortgage of £66,000 
on a three-year discount which 
she is part-way through. She is 
fairly risk-averse. 

lb protect herself (and the 
mortgage) against the threat of 
illness, Pat pays £188 a month 
for a critical fflness policy which 
would pay out £66,000 in the 
event of her suffering one of a 
range of serious Alnesses. 

The adviser: James Bruce, an 
independent financial adviser 
who is a member of the Insti- 
tute of Financial Planning and 
the Society of Financial Ad- 






Patricia Willmot could save over £100 a month by rethinking her critical illness Insurance Photograph: Keith Dobney 


risers. His company. Corporate 
and Personal Planning, is based 
at Highwoods Square, High- 
woods, Colchester, Essex 
(01206841176). 

The advice: Pat has several ob- 
jectives. She wants to establish 
an emergency fund and would 
like a new kitchen in her home, 
which might cost up to £1(1000. 
She also wants to review her ex- 
isting investments and invest 
any other surplus as appropri- 
ate. A review of her expendi- 
ture shows she might have £100 
or so available for regular in- 
vestment each month. 

Generally, the size of 
emergency hinds one has is up 
to the individual, although I 
regard three months' expen- 
diture as a suitable guide- 
line. In this instance, I would 
suggest £5,000 and would rec- 
ommend this money is placed 
in a C&G postal account, 
which offers a competitive 
rate of interest 

As for the kitchen, as Fat can 
plan ahead she can afford totie 


up the funds in a notice ac- 
count, which should give her a 
higher rate of interest On bal- 
ances of £10,000, Halifax pays 
a gross rate of interest of 73 per 
cent (Source: Money Facts. 
April 1998). A marginally 
higher rate of interest cur- 


Therefbre, it makes sense to 
think in terms of investments. 
Her shares have been acquired 
by chance and do not really 
offer a reasonably diversified, 
actively managed portfolio. We 
typically recommend people 
achieve these two aims through 


‘Three months’ expenditure is a 
suitable guideline for the amount 
of emergency funds to put aside’ 


rentiy 7.9 per cent gross, is avail- 
able from Northern Rock's 
Select 90 account 

Providing for the emergency 
fund and the planned expen- 
diture has taken £15,000 of the 
£26,850 on deposit This leaves 
£11.850, plus a farther £19,842, 
the value of Pat's direct equity 
holdings. She could use part or 
all of this to pay off some of her 
mortgage. But this could incur 
heavy redemption penalties.' 


collective investments such as 
investment ousts. 

Therefore, my advice to Pat 
would be to dispose of her ex- 
isting Halifax and company 
shares. She should then top up 
her contributions into her Hal- 
ifax PER with a payment of 
£3,864, to maximise her current 
year’s allowance of £6,000. 
Then, I would suggest placing 
£1,800 Into Pat’s Tessa, to 
maximize herlkSsa allowance. 


This leaves a balance of 
about £26,000. My advice 
would be to look at fixed-; 
interest funds for about £12,000 
of this money. A good fond for 
this would be Exeter’s Zero 
Preference unit trust, which 
aims to produce steady capital 
growth vrith minimal risk. 2h the 
past five years it has achieved 
returns of 9.1 per cent. 

I would then recommend 
that about £8,000 be placed in 
managed funds, which will pro- 
vide a balance of fixed interest 
and equity-based exposure. 
The Framlicgfon Managed 
Distribution unit trust aims to 
combine an above-average 
level of income with long-term 
capital growth. 

The current split of the fund 
means a majority is Invested in 
UK equities, with the balance 
in fixed-interest securities and 
cash. Over the past three years 
it has achieved annualised 
growth rates of about 13.4 per 
cent, with mcbme^Rfcbout 4.2 
per cent a? j^.^dwe^errthis 


money can be reinvested until 
an income' option, becomes 
necessary later on. 

finally, I would go fer a 
direct equity fond. Gastmore’s, 
British Growth unit trusr 
focuses on . top-uptch L§E 
equities, 'typically* bine. chip 
stocks make up ab^ T&pcr- 
cemrif Gfatmare's portfolio, 
y vggm, the performance of this 
fond has been aixwe-averagein 
its sector for several years. My 
advice is that £6,000 be placed 
in this fund. ’ 

My recomrnendaticiiTs tifat 
the last two investment- Jte. - 
placed within a Skandia M M- 
FUND wrapper: Skandia k an 

insurance company whihaffais, 

a choice of about lOO ftmds 
from 11 large ccxnpanies. It also 
Offers six-monthly valuations, 
annual income reporting, a 
freephone desk and helpline. ‘ . 

There are extra charges 
levied by Skandia for this ser- . 
vice, on top of the annual faad. 

- *■ - -w*- '~M.m — • ' 


one who might be seeking reg- £ 
ular reviews and * . active.. - 
management - that is, the op*" 
tion of switching from oner.- . - . 
fund to another to marfacuse - 

out-performance andminirnise 
poor returns, Sfcandia’s option . 
involves no charge far switch- * ' 
ing, save any bid-offer spread*. - 
on which a discount has usually, 
been negotiated. 

Rat says she can save £100 
a month. My suggestion is that 
the' money, be divided. equally 
between . Newton Fond Man- 
agers Income and Jupiter FcokL 
Managers* European unit 
trusts, , to achieve even greater . 0- . 
fund diversity. Again, these 
funds have delivered consistent - 
above-average performance... 
Here, too, I would advise the 
investment take place under the 
Skandia wrapper. 

Lastly, Rat indicated that she 
pays £188 a month for her crit- 1 
leal illness policy with Halifax. 

I would suggest that a term- 
based policy,: linked to the' 
number of years she has left on 
her mortgage, would be much 
cheaper. A snailarcriikaf Alness 
policy with aiHKto provider for . 
nine years, ‘When -her endow- 
ments mature; could cost as 
little at £66 a month, a con skl- 



WITHOUT THE RIGHT ADVICE 
yOU MIGHT NOT GET A 

MORTGAGE THAT SUITS YOU. 

alP u\ \j ScoUijh -Amicable recommend you call IFA Promotion Por a liol oP local 
Financial ad /LjOI-j /;lio‘ll ciuurc you don'l ejel Ihc hump. 

Call Prcc on 08000 131 132. 


Don’t buy 
a pension 



without a 
comparison of 
what you could 
get from each 
of the twenty 
best pension 
companies. 
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True blue investments 


Collect to Invest; 
Prices at auction are 
rising as the British 
love affair with blue 
and white china is 
rekindled, writes 
John Windsor 

You can boy a transfer-printed 
copy of a Chinese blue and 
white tea bowl, made in 
Staffordshire in about 1815, 
for £6Q-£80 at auction. What 
would be the cost of an original 
- ma de in China in the mid- 18th 
centuiy and with the pagoda 
design painted by hand? 

Answer, about the same. 
Increasing demand for British 
blue and white china is pushing 
prices steadily upwards, leaving 
the real thing undervalued. 
Both are worth investing in. 

Even boring old transfer- 
printed willow pattern, the pas- 
tiche Qunoiserie said to have 
been dreamed up by Thomas 
Minton, is rising in price. Big 
willow-pattern meat serving 
dishes dating from Minton’s life- 
time (he died in 1836) that 
might have sold for £60-£8Qfive 
years ago, now fetch £100-£150. 

The British love affair with 
blue and white china has blown 
hot and cold over the past four 
centuries. It is now being rekin- 
dled. In the 16th centuiy, rare 
blue and white Chinese imports 
were mounted in silver gilt by 
aristocrats and royalty, parity be- 
cause the cobalt blue pigment 
was thought to be a mixture of 
alabaster and sapphire. 

Output had increased and 
prices had dropped to afford- 
able middle-class levels by the 
mid-18th century, when one 
tea ship, the Prince George, 
brought back in a single cargo 
26,000 cops and saucers, the 
same number of plates, 200 tea 
sets and 462 dinner services. At 
that time, some British-made 
porcelain was unable to with- 
stand boiling water. 

After Meissen and Wfedgr 
wood cradted the technology, it 
was Britain and not China. that 



The blues: prices for such vases have so for risen slowly. They are estimated to sell for about £400 at Sotheb/s 


supplied most of the twirid's bhie 
and white. After 1815, little 
was imported from China. And 
by 1840, no Brit with any taste 
would invite friends to dine off 
it It was given to the servants. 
By the turn of the century, even 
the poor were led up with h. 

But in the course of the de- 
cline there had been a brief but 
ardent revival - the ‘'Chmaina- 
nia” craze - from the 1870s, co- 
inciding with the orientalism of 
the Aesthetic Movement Chim- 
ney pieces were stacked with 
blue and white Chinese vases, 
much of it supplied by theLon- 
don shop Liberty.. 

Pairs of those vases are still 
relatively cheap - but are un- 
likety to remain so for long. 
They are the interior designer s 
post-mimmalist dream. 

At Sotheby’s Bfflingshurst 
saleroom last month a 14in tall 
pafr of blue and white Chinese 
vases of about 1880 sold for £402 
(including 15 . per cent buyers 
premium), well within the esti- 


mate of £300-£500. The pair 
shown here. 11.5m tall (one 
cover cracked), are of s imilar 
date and cany fee same estimate 
in the 17 June sale (1030am). 
Prices for such wares have so far 
risen gradually -four years agp, 
the estimates might have been 
only £100 lower. 

Bigger price rises are oc- 
curring in blue and white trans- 
fer-printed wares, for which 
the 300 members of Friends of 
Blue are enthusiastic bidders. 
Members’ published research, 
including a two-volume dictio- 
nary sourcing print patterns 
and maters’ marks, has boosted 
values, especially for interesting 
patterns and unusual shapes 
such as ladies' shoes. Examples 
from Britain’s years of peak pro- 
duction, 1795-1840, are be- 
coming highly collectable. 

Prices for some choice 
printed pieces have practically 
doubled in four or five years. In 
foe 1,7 June sale, a"l9th century 
Sppde meat plate, .with an un- 


usual design showing hunters on 
an elephant shooting at a leop- 
ard in a tree, is estimated £450- 
£600. A similar piece, estimated 
£200-£300 five years ago, 
fetched £540. 

The realty big prices for 
British blue and white are for 
British painted Delftware, 
brought to this country in the 
mid- 17th century by Dutch pot- 
ters who put tin codde in the lead 
glaze to add whiteness. A 
British Delftware dish, hand- 
painted with a cat playing a fid- 
dle and dancing mice, fetched 
£74,750 at Sotheby’s London 
last year. A Bristol Delftware 
blue and white dish of about 
1760, estimated £250-£350 in 
the 17 June Billingsburst sale, 
would probably have fetched 
only £150 four years ago. 

Prices will continue to rise as 
more collectors, both here and 
abroad, are attracted into this in- 
creasingty well-researched field. 
The United States already has 
a Blue Willow Society. 


LOOSE CHANGE 




Henderaon Investors is offering 
a discount of 2 per cent on 
lump-sum investments into its 
Global Tbchnology Fund, a unit 
trust which invests in both com- 
puter and medical technology. 
Minimum investment is £1,000. 
Call 0800 212256. 

Axa Sun life is launching an 
ethical investment unit trust 
The com pany says its product 
not only will operate on the bar 
sb of strict ethical criteria, its 
risk profile will also be lower 
than usual for such investments. 
Until 22 May, investors will be 
offered a discount of 2 per 
cent on the initial charge or an 
extra lpcr cent extra allocation 
on the investment in the fond. 
Call 0171 6067788. 

TSB is launching a new issue of 
its six-year Guaranteed Stock- 
market Bon d, w ith growth 
linked to the FTSE 100 share 
index. The bond offers a cash- 
hack guarantee should share 
prices falL Gains paid out will 
come from the average of the 
FTSE 100 in the final 12 months 
of the bond’s life- Exposure of 
invested capital to growth is 94 


per cent, rath the maximum in- 
crease payable limited to 80 per 
cent. Call 0500 758444. 

Citibank International is re- 
laxing the criteria for customers 
wishing to open an account to 
anyone with a household in- 
come of £30,000, provided they 
pay their salaries into their ac- 
count The scheme is designed 
to attract couples. Call Atyson 
West on 0171-500 3225. 

The GM credit card, from 
VauxhaH, is offering its card- 
holders an extra 500 bonus 
points- equivalent to £500 - if 
they buy a VhuxhaQ car with 
their existing rebate points up 
to.30 September 1998. Card- 
holder redemption maximums 
of 2300 points still apply. 

Premia' Portfolio Managers is 
la unching a UK Smaller Com- 
panies fund, targeting compa- 
nies with a market ca pital ca tion 
of £50m to £450m. Up to 20 per 
cent of the fund may also be in- 
vested in companies not match- 
ing those criteria, including 
AIM-listed firms. Premier is 
offering a 1 per cent discount 


off its usual 5_5 per cent initial 
charge until 1 Jane. Call 0800 
212577. 

Legal & General is launching a 
new Mortgage Protection Plan, 
an accident sickness and un- 
employment policy which com- 
bines 30-day triggers when 


redundancy strikes with longer 
deferment options for sickness 
benefits. An existing borrower 
who is seeking disability cover 
to apply after 180 days and un- 
employment cover after 30 
days, would be £5.75 a month 
for every £100 of cover sought. 
Call 01737 5286259. 



An Equitable pension 
means you can vary 
contributions - 
without penalty. 


You know exactly vfeax your circumstances are today, and 
can choose a pension plan to suit them perfectly 

But what about , tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years 
from now? 

What you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough 
to cope with any ch a nge s in your lifestyle - without making you 
pays penalty 

That is why you should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan- Wfe don’t pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses are kept 
enviably low. So, you don’t have to commit yourself to paying 
identical contributions each year; they can be increased or 
reduced to suit you -without penalty. 

And if you want to r eti r e earlier than planned, your benefits 
will be exactly the same as if you'd chosen that date in the first 
place. 

. What’s more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
in ves tm ent teams in foe U JC- 

So, if you’d like further information, by post and by 
telephone, an a personal pension plan that lives up to its name, 
call (0990) 3848 58 or return the coupon below 

www.eqmtable.co.uk 

. Bar yonrse mmy joor tel e ph o n e all may be mended 

W . ini wi ;<»»A i«feice wig only be given QoEipittsMepfPopproAiCTw 
RegAied by the fttaondl n vmu c or A uth ority 
IBSBQOaUIEUI^nEEFDSZaamMSnEStAlESStBtBtlCXDKSUMSatlE HRl 7BX 

^BKTbe Equitable life FBEEPOSZWUun! Siren. AXUSBUXX Sods HP2176R ' 
lewMiil rnmr rftnU i^TWEqrilAit'ipqnfcgpiin. I m tetficgi byn i □ DOTED 
1 InmfkfBdndaaicfipbbieiBiaacBnpnrpaMoaKheae Q . 



Pentod e . 




The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


The Friends of Blue 's 25th an- 
niversary is being marked by an 
exhibition of transfer-printed 
pottery at the Wedgwood Visi- 
tor Centre ( 01782-204218 ) in 
Barlaston, Stoke-on Trent, 
Staffordshire, until 12 July. "True 
Blue’ by Gaye Blake Roberts 
contains an illustrated cata- 
logue of the exhibition. It is 
£11.50 (plus £1.95 p&p) from 
The Secretary , Friends of Blue, 
PO Bax 122, Didcot D.O, 0X21 
OYN. 

Sotheby's Summers Place, 
Biltingshiost, West Sussex RH14 
SAD (01403-8335344). Christie’s 
South Kensington sale of oriental 
ceramics, Thursday. 10.30am 
(0171-581 7611). 

’Dictionary of Blue and White 
Printed Pottery 1780-1880' by A W 
Coysh and RK Henrywood is 
available from the Antique 
Collectors’ Qub, 5 Church Street, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 IDS. 
Volume I £29.95, voUl£25, plus 
£3 p&p for one or both. (01394- 
385501). 


INTERNET INVESTOR 

Hi-tech stocks 
cannot net 
such large 
gains for 
ROBIN AMLOT much longer 



Jftw analysis would disagree tbal what lias 
been happening on Jtoll Street over the 
course of the past few months is a classic 
stock market bubble. The only argument 
is over how loudly it wfll pop when the 
Federal Reserve, the central bank, does 
eventually put up US interest rates. 
However, there is an interesting side show 
to the mam market action, which Is tak- 
ing place in the hi-techs as they are 
known. 

Specifically, the action is in Internet 
stocks rather than general software or 
hardware, where both the respective in- 
dustry leaders. Microsoft and Intel, are 
slugging it out with various state and 
Federal authorities over alleged mono- 
polistic behaviour. 

Very little money is actually being 
made out of the Internet In fact, onty five 
out of the top 25 most valuable internet 
companies are actually profit-making. 
However, that embarraskng little fact has 
not stopped the shares of the leading 
internet companies from soaring. 

America Online (AOL), which also 
owns CompuServe, has 12 million pay- 
ing members and has seen its market cap- 
italisation peak at more than a billion 
dollars for every million members. 
Yahoo!, Excite, Lycos and Infoseek are 
the four most popular US-based internet 
“search engines”. These companies, 
whose free services allow us as individ- 
ual surfers to search for what we want 
on the net, have seen their combined 
market capitalisation rise almost to 
equal that of AOL. 

Even a service which is little more than 
a sophisticated notice board recently 
changed hands for 533m (£20m). Silicon 
Investor calls itself the “controversial 
home of Individual investors”. These 
individuals the US website describes as 
sophisticated people who invest their own 
money for themselves. 

The site claims to have many US 
technology company directors among its 
100,000 members who swap investment 
tips and research, posting their messages 
on the site after paying a 5125 life mem- 
bership fee. 

You also get search tools, which aDow 
you to view all the messages which 


pertain to stocks in which you may be 
interested. 

Activity has not been consigned to the 
other side of the Atlantic. Scottish- 
Power’s Scottish Tblecom subsidiary paid 
£66m in cash for Demon Internet, which 
works out roughly to £370 per sub- 
scriber. Founded in June 1992, Demon 
Internet was the pioneer of Jcw-cost, flat- 
rate Internet connectivity in the UK for 
both business and home users. It is the 
largest dial-up Internet service provider 
in the UK. with over 70 per cent of this 
market. Mind you, there is more to this 
acquisition .for Scottish Telecom than 
internet market shar e. It will also boost 
its annual turnover by around £20m as 
Demon Internet’s telephone bill switches 
to it and away from BT 

Will the Internet stocks' bubble burst? 
Yes, of course it wffl. Bubbles always buna, 
slowly deflating, maybe, or explosively 
decompressing perhaps. There will be a 
shakeout in the sector. It has happened 
before. Just ask anybody who bought 
Netscape shares at their peak before 
Microsoft turned its attention to the world 
wide web. However, what does makes 
these stocks different to the rest of the 
market is their age. 

The internet is not a mature business. 
And, yes, you can read that statement in 
more ways than one. The prices of 
internet stocks are being driven by fore- 
casts of masrive increases in advertising 
spending on the web by businesses 
attempting to reach consumers who will 
themsdves, within a few short years, be 
spending even larger sums of money 
buying through websites. 

Imagine at the turn of the last cen- 
tuiy stanebody had offered you a glimpse 
of how important the car was going to 
be in the 20th century and then offered 
you the chance to invest in automobile 
stocks. Mind you, with my luck 1 would 
probably have gone for the company 
making square wheels (to stop the car 
rolling back down hill). The trick with 
investing in Internet stocks for the 21 cen- 
tury is to make sure that we avoid the 
“square wheel”. 

Silicon Investor www.techstocks.com 



•Source: Mkropel/lGBt, on 
aa offer to bid basis based 
on an PEP dange* wtfi grass 
income Rsfnttted from 
01JI.95 rLcfpU & G eneral 
since lauocfi) to 06.CH .98. 
Rut performance is not 
necesrerily a guide to future 
performance. Pram 0604.99 
tax credo oo US. tfi vfcl c&A 
tfauflam p na wffl only be 
able m be reclaimed by 
PEPS at a rcdoced rate of 
Xfo. Both capital and 
Income values may go 
down sswcfl a* up and 
you may tux gel back the 
amount' ioveacd. All 
axapartsons cf ooa apply 
to PEP* investing wholly k> 
unft truss FuQ written 
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1999. Phan that dare a new 
tax privileged avfsgs 
vehicle: the Individual 
Savins! Account OSAj arO 
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Legal A Genoa! (Direct) 
United R e gis t ered In 
England No. 2702060. 
Htgi a cre d Office: Temple 
Court, 11 Queen Victoria 
Sueet, London EC4N 4TP. 
BepfCBctUalhv only of the 
Legal & General marketing 
group, members o f which 
are regutued by the 
P en a T M l taveamesr 
Authority and WRO fc» the 
purposes of twominraufing. 
advising oo and aeDjqg life 

assurance and mvesmem 
products bearing 
Legal & General's mum. 


It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stockmarket, so it reduces 
the risk of being over-exposed to 
shares which under-perforin and lessen 
your return. In fact, a lump sum of 
£6,000 invested in this PEP at launch 
would now be worth £10,462* compared 
to just £9.648* in the average OK 
Income & Growth Trust. ' 

With no initial charges deducted, more 
of your money is invested at the outset 
for maximum growth potential. 'there 
are no withdrawal fees and with an 
annual management charge of 0.59b — 
the value for money is outstanding. So 
make the most of today’s opportunities. 
For further details (including 
information on our monthly saving 
option) call now. 


NO initial charges 
NO withdrawal fee 
0.5 % annual management charge 


Visit our irch site at it tru .l <nul(,.c 


f iuil out more now — 

/ihonc frnr 


0500 n 

'6622 

Stun to sj>»i ircckihtys. 
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L FREEPOST PC) Box 7, Brentford Middx TW8 9BR 
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Fear is driving the bulls 



Direct Line Rates 


SAVINGS RATES 

2 

[TCbif* 


Direct line Imam Accen Account 




MORTGAGE RATE 


Direct Line Standanl 'Variable 


VARIABLE RATE 


7.94% 




PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


Direct Line Prraonal 


AMOUNT OF LOAN 





AH rates comet at 27th April 1998. 


0181 667 1121 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 


0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 



wwvufiiect&aaxojik 


Source: Data Line Financial Services. For farther information about 
the Dina Line products luted above, please phone the appropriate 
number quoting ref. INDBB58 
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Tkldng a break from the bus- 
tle of markets should provide , 
the chance to distance your- 
self from events and gain a lit- 
tle perspective on business 
affairs. In practice, any per- 
spective is usually eroded by 
the acres of required reading 
as you endeavour to catch up 
with a fortnight’s worth of fi- 
nancial news. 

This year’s saunter around 
a number of islands certainly 
gave me cause to reflect. In 
Madeira I learned interest- 
rate worries had coaxed the 
bears back on to the street By 
Guernsey it seemed the bulls 
were back in the ascendancy. 
Strolling the streets of St He- 
ller. full of festive French 
making the most of May Day, 

I was inclined to the view that 
it was fear not greed that was 
keeping the market high. 

Sellers were not much in 
evidence when shares took a 
tumble on the back of specu- 
lation over a rate rise from the 
Fed. We may have lost 100 
points-plus here in London, 
but the real - busi ness ramn 
when bargain hunters 
emerged to pick among the 
debris of a drab day’s dealing. 

The fear is evident from the 
way in which professional man- 
agers are deariywonied about 
being out of the market Ifco 
years and 40 per cent ago, some 
leading managers were point- 
ing to an ala rming rise in val- 
uation levels. A number felt a 
correction was due and raised 
cash in anticipation of a setback 
that never happened. The 
underperformance of these 
leading managers is now a 
matter of record. Being left 
behind again is not an option. 

It helps perpetuate a 
rather unhealthy scenario. 
Since 1963, Paine Webber, in 
the US, has published a graph 
of professional investors’ sen- 
timent Known as the Bulls 
'and Bears Sentiment, it clas- 
sifies the opinions expressed 
In. inore than 140 market 


newsletters, produced by in- 
dependent non-broking or- 
ganisations, as bullish, bearish 
and correction. Correction 
consists of those investors 
who maybe nervous in'the 
short term, but remain opti- 
mistic in the long run. 

Their methodology is sim- 
ple. By dividing the number of 
bulls by the sum of the total 
bulls and bears, they reach a 
percentage figure which gives 
a contrarian indicator for the 
market. A high percentage 
bull rate is an indication that 
a market top is about to be 
reached. Low, and you could 
be seeing a bottom. 

One of my colleagues has 
used this system to great effect 
in keeping us ah committed to 
the US despite widespread 
concent over the pace of the 
rise. The Index is now en- 
couraging him to rhangft his 
view. Suddenly, the bolls are 
all in the ascendancy -and it 
all coincides with continuing 
strength m the market He now 
believes (as indeed the indi- 
cator suggests) the next move 
in prices has to be down. 

If my colleague is right then 
it is no good trying to be dever 
about UK shares. We have 
seen how much the US and 
UK have been able to with- 
stand the bearish sentiment 
that has arisen in the Far 
East. Whether we could hold 
out against bearish sentiment 
in the US is another matter 
entirely. US shares are worth 
more than three-times the 
value of all tire Far Eastern 
stock markets put together. 

So a correction looks to be 
on the cards. It all depends on 
the extent of any setback, but 
the nice warm relaxed Feeling 
that remains with me from my 
holiday is not to be translated 
into buying frenzy, at least for 
the time being. 


Brian Ibra is chairman of the 
Greig Middleton investment 
strategy committee. 


Our star 



performer 


If this is your image of the banking world, think again. 
The Framlington Financial Fund invests only in banks 
and other financial sector stocks and its performance 
has been anything but dull. 


The Framlington Financial Fund 


TOP 10% 


performance of all unit trusts over 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 3. 9, 10, 11 years 
and since launch* 



Investments in the fund have grown by 161% over . 
the last 5 years, and by 30% in 1997 alone.* We believe 
that this exceptional performance is set to continue. 
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Before you make your PEP decision, ask your 
Financial Adviser for details or ring 

0345 023138 


Please send me details of the Framlington Financial Fund and PEP. Retitm the coupon to: 

Framlington Unit Management Limited, Freepost, P-O. Box 2, Twyford, Reading, Berkshire RG10 SUR- 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Posrcode 

If you do not wish to receive details of Framimgton products m future, please tide the box Q 


< 


• Source: Miaopal, offer to bid. net hKOfTK reinvested to 1 April ‘3998. launch date 13 October 1986. Issued by Fnmltogfan Unit 
Management Limited, member of the framlington Marketing Croup. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO. Member 
of AUT7F. Past performance Is not necessarily a guide to future perfo r mance. The price of units and die income from them can go down as well as 
up and mvestort may not get back the amount originally Invested. Changes in 
exchange rates wHl affed the value af the Fund's overseas investments. Investment in 

slnglescdxr Aanfs offers (to possibility of higher returns but may 3&o involve a 
higher degree of risk. The Gwcmment has announced flat from 7999 tax advantaged 

schemes, sudi as PSPs and TESSAs, wM be replaced with a new Indtvtdual Swings . I* 

QSAX HP investment made pria- to this dfe wilt have#* same lax / I ~ Lf mmm § a ft 

advantages as ISAs. including the rl&tt to IQ% tax cre&t until 5 April 2004. aJ CJ 
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New from Friends Provident: 


The Stewardship International PEP. 
Tax-free profit, no harm done. 


The new Friends Provident Stewardship 
International PEP alms to invest in companies which 
make a positive contribution to society. So you can 
expea a very decent return, tax-free. 
and without exploiting The Earth's 
resources, human or otherwise. 

Friends Provident are pioneers in ethical 
investment and in the past 1 3 years have invested 


1 


£960 million on behalf of Stewardship customers’ 
who want profit and principles. 

Get on The Blue Line now, direct to Friends 
Provident. You'll deal with friendly 
qualified people who‘ll explain all - . 

you want to know about the new 
Stewardship International PEP. 
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Follow the sage and invest in another hobby 



THE 

JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

COLUMN 


When Vterren Buffett cannot find the 
, stock opportunities he wants to invest in 
it could be time to think seriously about 
sitting out the rest of this bull market 


This is the bad news for anyone 
who still wants to believe that 
the current bull market will go 
on for ever. Warren Buffett is 
playing a lot more bridge than 
he was. 

By his own admission, this is 
not something the modern 
world’s most accomplished 
stock market investor would be 
doing if share prices were not 
new so high. The chai rman of 
Berkshire Hathaway confided to 
stockholders at his annual meet- 
ing this week that, he is putting 


in around 10 hours a week into 
his bridge, either at the card 
table or (his new hobby) on the 
internet. His long-standing 
partner- Charlie Monger - is 
also, I can reveal, playing a good 
deal of golf 

Well, you may ask, so what? 
At 67, Mr Buffett is now past 
conventional retirement age 
while his chum Mr Munger, at 
73, is even older. Why shouldn't 
they be having a bit of fun, as 
long as the shareholders are 
happy with it — which, judging 


by the ecstatic scenes at the an- 
nual meeting of Mr Buffett’s 
company Berkshire Hathaway 
this week, they certainly are? 

I can vouch for the fact that 
the annual gathering of the 
Buffett fans in his home town 
of Omaha, Nebraska, while 
always nnconventionai, has now 
become more of a pilgrimage 
than a shareholders’ meeting. 
This year, more than 10,000 
shareholders flew in from all 
round the world to watch a 
video and pay homage to the 
man who is routinely- and not 
without reason - described as 
the greatest stock market in- 
vestor of the postwar period. 

So great was the clamour to 
get a good seat in the sports 
stadium where the meeting was 
held that the first investor 
started queuing at 4.15am. By 
the time they opened the doors 
at 7am. the line of shareholders 
stretched more than a quarter 
of a mile around the vast car 
park, Mr Buffett Himself was 
followed everywhere he went by 
a camera crew and treated 
more Eke a basketball star than 
the c hair man of a large and 
successful diversified holding 


Buffett’s edge over the market 

Percentage close in book value minus S&P 500 return 
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company - which is what, 
strictly speaking, he is. 

The hoopla and ceremonial 
attending Mr Buffett’s every 


in the last two years and speaks 
volumes for the current state of 
popular enthusiasm for foe stock 
market in the States, which is 
infectious but not without its 
disturbing aspects. (If you believe 
one recent survey, no fewer 
than 20 per cent of the vast new 
army of first-time mutual fund 
investors believe that returns 
from shares are guaranteed by 
the Federal Government) 


It is difficult to recall, visit- 
ing the States now, that it was 
only seven years ago, during its 
last recession, that the nation 
was in the throes of a crisis of 
confidence over what many saw 
as the impending Japanese 
takeover of their economy. 

Mr Buffett himself is not 
joining in the general bull mar- 
ket euphoria. When quizzed, be 
sticks to a carefully worded 
formula about the level of the 
markets. Current market levels, 
he says, can be justified if two 
conditions continue to be met. 
One is that long-term interest 


rates remain at or below their 
current level (6 per cent far the 
long-bond yield). The second is 
that Corporate America con- 
tinues to earn the unprece- 
dented returns on equity it has 
experienced over the past five 
years. How realistic are those 
conditions, in Buffett’s view? 
Answer: not very. “TWo big ifc” 
is what he caDed them this 
week. 

Interest rates certainly don’t 
seem to be his concern. He 
would not have bought $6hn of 
long-dated Treasury bonds last 
year if he thought bond yields 
were seriously about to rise. 
That investment is a geared bet 
that interest rales will fell rather 

than rise. It is the second con- 
dition which worries Mr Buffett 
and his long-time partner Mr 
Monger more. 

They have profited hand- 
somely from the revival in US 
corporate profits in recent 
years, and the rise in the price 
that the market will pay for 
those profits. Mr Buffett’s 
trademark holdings in con- 
sumer companies with strong 
franchises have soared in value. 
His investment in Coca-Cola 


alone is now worth the best part 
ofSlSbn. 

But can the record level of 
profitability last? Short term, it 
is not impossible. A wise old 
bird like Mr Buffett also knows 
that bull markets have a life of 
their own in their later stages, 
and publicly he is not going to 
risk his hard-earned reputa- 
tion for omniscience by trying 
to call the next downturn. But 
the odds against profits staying 
at current levels are quite long. 
As Mr Munger pointed out 
this week, returns on equity of 
20 per cent per annum are SO 
per cent above their long-run 
average. He and Mr Buffett 
think there is no margin of 
safety in current price levels, and 
are starting to act accordingly. 

Last year Berkshire Hath- 
away started to trim its equity 
positions, albeit modestly, in 
favour of bonds and some more 
exotic investments, such as 
silver. Having made his name as 
a patient long- term accumulator 
of shares, for the past two years 
Mr Buffett has actually been a 
net seller of equities - a strik- 
ing reversal of previous trends. 

His close mate Mr Munger 


seemed to hint at one point that 
Mr Buffett's decision to dabble 
in the silver market owed as 
much to boredom as anything 
else. There is another way of 
looking at this, however. On the 
face of it, the so-called Sage of 
Omaha has had two quite out- 
standing years: +43 per cent in 
1996 and +34 per cent in 1997. 
That, however, is only fraction- 
ally better than the US stock 
market as a whole over the 
same period. In relative terms, 
Mr Buffett’s performance, as my 
chart shows, is nothing like as ef- 
fortlessly superior as it once was. 

That is hardly his fault: the 
amount of money he has to in- 
vest is now vast and the range 
of available opportunities is 
shrinking. The truth is that he 
needs a more testing climate in 
which to demonstrate his su- 
perior investment skills and a 
ro aring bull market like the one 
we have had for the last couple 
of years is not an easy environ- 
ment in which to sparkle. He is 
happy to sit back and enjoy his 
bridge while the bull thunders 

on, but he is certainly not in the 
retiring mood, just waiting for 
more profitable opportunities. 


MONEY &. ETHICS 




Take a principled position in stocks 



if*? 




Eliminate the 
, negative, accentuate 
the positive and you 
can meet both your 
ethical and your 
financial concerns, 
lain Morse explains 

Who wants to buy shares in a 
company which makes land- 
mines, sells tobacco or damages 
the environment? Very few 
people, if opinion polls are to be 
believed. They show most of ns 
would like to see our invest- 
ments run -OH ethical and 
environmental principles. But 
far fewer - barely a fifth - 
realise that there Is an ethical 
investment option. 

In fact, the growth of ethical 
and environmental funds has 
been nothing short of spectacu- 
lar since Friends Provident, the 
insurance company, launched 
Britain's first ethical unit trust, the 
Stewardship Fund, in 1984. 

With £lbn und er manage- 
ment in five ethical funds, 
Friends still leads the field. But 
there are now over 30 ethical unit 
and investment trusts to choose 
from. In January, these funds 
managed a total of £l.Sbn, grow- 
ing at a rate of 34 per cent each 
year, compared with just 17 per 
cent from all other unit and 
investment trusts. 

The range of financial prod- 
ucts with an ethical content has 
also broadened, including not 
only unit and investment trusts 
but also personal equity plans 
(PER), personal pensions and 
mortgage endowments. 

The number of charities and 


local authorities managing funds 
on ethical guidelines is also 
significant: charities alone invest 
over £10bn this way. A growing 
number of local authority pension 
schemes also “screen” potential 
investments according to ethical 
criteria. 

Tessa Tbnnant, head of re- 
search at NPTs Global Care 
Fund, thinks: “Ethical invest- 
ment is becoming mainstream, do 
longer seen as cranky, or bad for 
your pocket” 

Acting against environmental 
principles can cost c omp anies and 
investors in them very dear, as 
Richard Singleton, a fond man- 
ager at Stewardship, paints out 
‘"Brice pollution. Messy industries i 
are now having to dean up after- 
themselves, in many cases; 
decadeS'affer thejrmade money 
from a polluting process. 

“There is long-term benefit 
both in environmental terms 
and for shareholders if a 
company can anticipate future 
regulatory changes on matters 
Eke pollution and build these into 
current operations. This may 
cost a little more now, but saves 
money later.” 

But how do we assess the eth- 
ical standards of a company? The 
Ethical Investment and Research 
Service (Kris), a charity which 
surveys more than 1,100 UK 
companies and Europe’s largest 
500 companies, measures their 
business activities against a wide 
range of ethical criteria. Provid- 
ing an investment selection ser- 
vice both to private investors and 
f und n va n a g pra, Ftto has come up 
with a combination of both “neg- 
ative” and “positive” criteria to 
determine how companies make 
the grade. 

Karen Eldridge, who works at 
Eiris, explains: “There’s no exact 
d efini tion of an ethical fund, ex- 
cept that ethical considerations 


influence investment choice. 
Negative criteria amount to foe 
avoidance of companies whose 
activities compromise foe in- 
vestor’s ethical concerns. Positive 
criteria depend on identifying 
specific business activities which 
an investor wishes to support” 

The positive and negative cri- 
teria used by Eiris serve as a 
benchmark for ethical fund man- 
agers and are widely used to pro- 
vide investment screening. 

But according to Mr Single- 
ton at Friends Provident: 
“Screening can hide companies 
with good intentions, simply be- 
cause they are currently caught 
up in unapproved activities. 
Again, pollution Is a case in 
point May few of the companies 
we invest in can daim to leave no 
pollution. 

“The point is to find a man- 
agement team who admit they 
have a problem but want to sort 
it out By offering our support, 
we give them a positive reason to 
do so” 

He points to one of Steward- 
ship’s current investments - foe 
Go-Ahead Group, as a case in 
point Operating both bus and 
train services, foe company is 
committed to buying a new gen- 
eration of urban buses winch have 
fewer gas emisocras. “This will 
cost more now but, in five or 10 
years, I would expect them to be 
a preferred supplier of bus ser- 
vices in some inner dries," thinks 
Mr Singleton. 

Examples like this underlin e 
the way that ethical funds can dif- 
fer. Some rdy on “screening” 
both to avoid and select given 
shares; others have in-house 
research teams and take a more 
active approach to reforming 
the way companies work. 

One of foe first steps in 
making ethical investments is to 
decide which set of business 


activities you wish to avoid and 
winch you want to invest into. Do- 
ing some homework will help you 
find foe fond that most closely 
matches your ethical concerns. 

Eiris’s reference guide Money 
& Ethics assesses foe main ethi- 
cal funds in terms, of both posi- 
tive and negative criteria. But 
ethical providers will also supply 
free copies of their annual 
reports and prospectuses, which 
should detail both their invest- 
ment philosophy and specific 
share holdings. 

To order copies of \ Money & 
Ethics’, contact JSiris on 0171-735 
1351. 

"The Independent' has produced 
a free, 28-page ‘ Guide to Ethical 
Finances’, written by Nic Gcutti, 
the paper’s personal finance edi- 
tor, and sponsored by Friends 
Provident. 

Call 0800 214487 or fill in the 
coupon on page 4. 

What funds ayoid: 

Alcohol 
Animal testing 
Gambling 
Greenhouse pses 
Health and safety breaches 
Human rights abuses 
Intensive farming 

hffihary involvement, MoD contracts 

Nudear power 

Ozone depletion 

Pesticides 

Pornography 

Roads and transport poficy 
Third World concerns 
Tobacco 

Tropical hardwood 
Water pollution 

What funds support: 

Community involvement 
Disclosure 

Environmental initiatives 
Equal Opportunities 
Positive products and services 



Downstream profits: Most ethical funds avoid serious polluters but some seek out firms with ‘green* potential 


Pensions by phone 


You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 




... • ; -■ Sv *vSK' r 




Call , Sam- 10pm, 7 days a week quoting ref: 288D928 

0345 678910 

or talk toy our Independent Financial Adviser. 


cay; 








far TOdr protection. oD» u> Saxrfcdi am) be recorded wacattorcd mid fafemMrfon or wtttar »tit tmfy be provided on Scotrtjh Widow* product*, teued by Sceunb W»<W Fund imi Life Auuruice Society. Rtgnhted by the fleiwail hununmt taEmr.ct. 
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With-profits 

that add up 
to reduce risk 


As payouts have shrunk in recent years, wrth-pnofrts endowments 
have come under attack for being inflexible and unintelligible. 

But they still find supporters among financial experts. In a 
two-page special report Nic Cicutti explains how they work 


Every year millions of people 
across Britain receive strange 
letters from their insurance 
companies, telling them how 
much their “bonuses" will be. 
These aren't the huge bounties 
handed out to City wbizzkids 
but the far more mundane, yet 
ultimately far more important, 
sums that are attached to with- 
profits endowments. 

It is on the baas of these 
annual bonuses, plus a final - 
“terminal" - payout, made 
when a policy matures after 10, 
IS or 25 years, that many of us 
hope to pay off our home loans, 
enjoy a decent income in re- 
tirement, or just receive a large 
lump sum. 

The importance of bonus 
announcements cannot be 
underestimated. Until recently, 
more than 60 per cent of 
mortgage-holders have paid 
only the interest on their loans. 
They then made an additional 
monthly payment in an 
endowment 

Similarly, over 250,000 
people with personal pension 
policies contribute to with- 
profits policies. Perhaps 
750,000 investors - most of 
them elderly - have placed 
billions of pounds into with- 
profits bonds. 

Yet despite their seeming 
popularity (even today, 30 per 
cent of mortgage borrowers 
still favour them as a means of 
paying off their loans) endow- 
ments have gained a very 
dubious reputation in recent 
years. They are attacked as 


impossible to understand, 
utterly inflexible and, worst of 
all, the amounts tbty pay out are 
said to be worth less and less - 
perhaps not even enough to 
redeem the mortgages they 
were there to pay off. 

Yet they have their de- 
fenders, and not simply among 
the insurance companies which 
stand to gain from selling them. 
Amanda Davidson, a partner at 
Holden Meehan, a highly 
reputable firm of London 
independent financial advisers, 
says; “They may not be suitable 
for everyone, but I am quite pre- 
pared to recommend an en- 
dowment to someone. Indeed, 
I have one myself, along with a 
personal equity plan (PEP), as 
a means of paying my own 
mortgage." 

So what exactly is a with- 
profits endowment? Essen- 
tially, it is a vehicle that allows 
individuals to invest in a range 
of stocks, shares and property 

Endowment returns 

£ 000’S 


120 - 


Projectsd 

payouts 


□ Lo*Eus»aSai 
| Htfiaa&sfai! 

— 1D% return 
— ■> BSKrtUn 

— 7% retan 



via a life company fund. In most 
cases, investors pay regular 
premiums into the fund over 
varying periods of time, al- 
though lump-sum payments 
into with-profits bonds are also 
possible. 

The investment strategy of 
with-profit funds is not excep- 
tionally risky - it generally 
involves between 50 to 60 per 
cent of a portfolio going into 
UK equities, some 20 per cent 
into feed-interest investments, 
about 10 to 15 per cent into 
property, with the remainder 
placed in overseas stocks. 

But unlike traditional 
equity-linked investments, 
where the value of a fund rises 
and falls directly in line with its 
undertying assets, with-profits 
funds are different. They in- 
volve three separate elements: 
a guaranteed sum, which pays 
out at maturity or when the 
policyholder dies; an annual (or 
“reversionary”) bonus^ plus a 
terminal bonus paid out when 
the polity matures. 

The aim of this labyrinthine 
bonus system is to “smooth” 
the peaks and troughs of stock 
market investment. Once a 
bonus is attached to a polity 
it cannot be taken away, lock- 
ing in value. This means that 
in the event of a stock market 
crash, policyholders should 
not see the value of their fund 
collapse. 

Equally, it means that if 
markets race ahead, savers 
may not see all of that upside 
immediately. 


INVESTMENT 

BOND FROM I 

COMMERCIAL UNION | 

INVEST FROM JUST £2,50C| 


T he Premier Investment Bond could be for 
people seeking reliable growth prospects 
with tow risk. Invest with us by 31st Ally 
1998* and you’re guaranteed 9%*in the first yean 
After that, your Investment will be eligBite for annual 
bonuses to boost Its value. What's more, all returns 
are free from Basic Rate Income Tax and Capital 
Gains Tax. 

For example, if the Premier Investm en t Bond bad 
been avaftable on 26th February 1993, an arrestment 
of EttMUO made at the time m the CU With Profits 
Fund would have grown to £13,373 on 27th Novem be r 
1998. That’s a growth of nealty 34% In justSyears-* 
Now you can enjoy the prospect of similar growth. 
Reply today for your Premier Investment Bond 
in form a tion pack and application form. Customers 
aged 18-90 can apply. 

For more information, contact your futandal adviser; 
compieta the coupon, or caS free on: 

0800 001 005 

UKS JUS 0PBI 24 HHBS A M, 1 MBS A WOK. 

QUOTE REF: P2QB02 



Dodgy deals: 

Actuaries have . 

calculated that 
one-fifth of 
investors are 
paying up to '29 
per cent too ‘ 
much for 
second-hand - 
policies . 


Only one careful owner. 


The second-hand market 
for endowments is 
growing rapidly, but 
buyers still need to be 
cautious about prices 

Investors who prefer the moderate 
risk profile of with-profit endowments 
do not have to start a long-term saving 
scheme themselves, or buy a with- 
profits bond. 

Another option is to invest in a 
second-hand endowment, or “traded 
endowment policy” (TEP). Buying one 
is, in effect, a form of recycling: such 
policies are among a growing number 
sold by their previous owners instead of 
being surrendered bade to the insurance 
company they were bought from in the 
first instance. The market for TEPs is 
now believed to be worth more than 
£250m annually, up from a few tens of 
millions just a few years ago. 

The logic of selling an endowment 
instead of surrendering it is simple. 


Doing so is likely to earn its holder 
a n y thing up to 25 per cent more than 
an early surrender. But the price 
depends on the quality of the company 
and bow long the polity has been in 
operation. Few prospective buyers will 
Couch a policy- chat has run for less than 
seven years. 

There are now more than a dozen 
companies, loosely flying under the 
b anne r of the Association of Policy 
Market Makers (APMM), which buy 
such policies. The price market-makers 
pay wiQ depend on demand for a 
specific polity at that time, which 
means the amount paid can vary 
substantially. 

Although market-makers hate having 
their time “wasted" by calculating a 
quote only for a seller to go elsewhere, 
it usually pays to shop around when 
disposing of an endowment 

There are firms prepared to “trawl” 
the market to obtain the best price on 
policyholders' behalf, including Baron- 
worth Investment Services, a firm based 
in Ilford, Essex. A “trawler” will receive 
co mmissi on of up to 3 per cent for the 
polity it sells on policyholders' behalf. 


but you can ask if they will share some 
of that with you. - 

Alternatively, it is possible to auction 
a polity on the internet through En- 
dowments Direct, subject to a £250 sales 
commission fee. 

Conversely, the advantage of buying 
a TEP is that large chunks of the in- 
vestment are guaranteed as annual 
■ bonuses that cannot be taken away, while 
the expensive set-up costs of a policy 
have already been met by the original 
owner. Maturing 25-year policies are 
pay ing up to 14 percent compound an- 
nual gains, although 10 to 12 per cent 
is far more likely for those bought in the 
second-hand market 

One advantage of TEPs is that be- 
cause they have a maturity date, they can 
be used to plan for eventualities some 
years ahead, such as university costs. 

Capital-gains tax (CC7T) may be paid 
on some pofctes. But it is passible to place 
the ownership of a polity in more than 
one name, using each person’s £6,800 ex- 
emption. Moreover, the Chancellors 
announcement ofatape red CGT system 
should benefit TEPbuyers, who are likfciy 
to retain their policies for several years. 


However, last year the Institute of 
Actuaries (IoA), whose members cal-, 
culate how much of a bonus to attach 
to policies, suggested that up to a fifth 
of private investors are being over- 
charged by between 15 and 20 per cent 
when they buy TEPs. 

The loA’s stance was backed by Max 
Rosen, director of Securitised Endow- 
ment Contracts. Mr Rosen's firm 
actually sells such policies bat he wants 
tigh ter controls on the assumed rates of 
growth investors are given when they are 
buying TEPs. 

Richard Ross, chairman of AA£; 
another market-maker, was quoted as 
saying: “The current price reflects the 
strength of demand and the weakness 
of supply. Market-makers give an 
execution-only service and provide no 
advice, leaving the investor to make his 
own, usually informed assessment, or ttty 
on a financial adviser." 

-Nic Cicutti 

Endowments' Direct: ■ 
www.endowmerits-directco.uk -» ’ • 
APMM: 0171-739 3949; BawriwM 
( Investment Services): 0181-518 1218 


GUARANTEED 

IN THE FIRST YEAR 


' Under ;ht special cfler the 9 is ciiiy aujron'.ecd tor in.;!:, that rcm.'.in in Uie CU 
V/itli Proii'.s Fund until the end of t he 1st year. This is irrespective of the standard conus 
rate which is currently S.vSV Future bonus rates v.ili depend on the proiits made in the 
CU Life- Fund and cannot b< s;uarantecd. For investments up to £4.399 the percentage 
aHocated to buy units is 93'.-. The original number of units will have reduced curing the 
1st year due to « monthly policy charge Any switches, partial and full surrenders during 
the second year will result .-i the removal o’ some or all of the additional .allocation of units. 

SPECIAL OFFER PERIOD ENDS 01 ST JULY 1993 OR EARLIER IF FULLY SUBSCRIBED. 
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COMMERCIAL UN ION 

Life Assurance 



The bonus at the 
end of the term 

As stocks scale new peaks, life companies are cutting back the 
annual bonuses on their with-profits plans. Nic Cicutti 
wonders rf terminal bonuses can make up the difference 


Annual bonuses, crucial as 
they are, are not the only 
component of final maturity 
values. The terminal payment, 
which is meant to reflect stock 
market performance, can be 
worth as much as 60 per cent 
of the total fund after 25 years, 
though this falls to 20-30 per 
cent for 10-year policies. 

Terminal bonuses can vary, 
thereby adding considerable 
uncertainty as to the potential 
value of a polity. Moreover, 
the interplay between final and 
terminal bonus can be even 
more baffling This year’s 
bonus ritual, where life com- 
panies announce how much 
they will pay out to typical 
policyholders, is an example. 

Ostensibly, most com- 
panies that declared their 
bonuses for 1998 will be 
paying out more than the pre- 
vious year (see table). Among 
the biggest leaps is GA life, 
whose payout at maturity on 
a £50 monthly investment 
over 25 years goes from 
£114,554 to £120,784. Yet 
GAs annual bonus to with- 
profits savers dropped by 0.5 
per cent, leaving the terminal 
bonus to make up the differ- 
ence. Similarly, Norwich 
Union, whose payout Ibis year 
might be £100^247 on a polity 
with similar terms, up £7,068 
on 1997, is cutting annual 
bonuses on its pension policies 
from 7.5 per cent to 6.75 per 
cent. 

The reason for this seem- 
ing contradiction - cuts in 
annual bonuses at a time of 
soaring stock markets - is 
that company actuaries, who 
set the rates paid to policy- 
holders, measure the amount 
they can guarantee against 
the yield on long-term gilts, 
government loan stock. 


Because these {dunged last 
year to a low of 6J!5 per cent, 
not seen since the 1970s, 
actuaries no longer feel 
confident enough to guar- 
antee high annual bonuses 
every year. Instead, the actu- 
aries are giving more in 
maturity payouts - which are 
not guaranteed. 

According to the Institute 
of Actuaries, life offices have 
only been able to guarantee 
high annual bonuses because 
of unusually high investment 
growth right back to 1974, 
when stock markets hit their 
nadir in the midst of the oil- 
price shock. 

The low yield on gilts 
reflects a belief, shared by 
actuaries, that as long as in- 
flation stays low, investment 


returns from strides and shares 
can be expected to do the 
same. 

Nick Duxnhreck, a leading 
figure at the Institute of Ac- 
tuaries (IoA), said recently: “I 
think it is absolutely right that 
companies should be reducing 
bonuses at this time. It doesn't 
mean savers are getting less 
overall - they are just getting 
less now." 

Some actuaries argue th at 
annual bonuses should be 
even lower. Peter Nowell, 
chairman of the loA’s life 
board, added: “My concern 
would be if life offices tried to 
keep their annual bonuses 
right up, which might have an 
impact on their financial 
strength. Annual bonuses 
ought to be below gilt yields.” 


How much the companies are paying out 

Company 

1998 

1997 

1996 

Co-operative Imranse Society 

£97,358 

£95,116 

not known 

Camme trial Union 

£108.210 

£105.727 

£103,659 

Friends FmMeot 

£106,188 

£103,719 

£103,659 

G A Life 

£120.784 

£114.554 

£111,887 

Norwich IIbIh 

£100.247 

£93.179 

£92,535 . 

Prudential 

£106.278 

£101.215 

£101.214 

Scottish Friendly 

£90.301 

£87,156 

£87.156 

Scottish Life 

£103,325 

£100332 

£100,703 

Scottish Mntul 

£108.544 

£105306 

not known 

Scottish Provident 

£94,820 

£91361 

£94,743 

ScaffisfeWfeM 

£107,941 

£106371 

£104.671 

Standard Ltfe 

£107,379 

£102.673 

£104,671 

Tunbridge Wells 

£106,573 

£105.751 

£108.178 

Medan 

£106,278 

£102*73 

E103J59 

Snret Moosjfijets 






Commit 
yourself 
to a more 
flexible 
plan 


One of the biggest criticisms 
against endowments is their 
inflexibility. Because the vast - 
majority of with-profits en- 
dowments involve heavy up- 
front chatges, anyone who 
wants to cash them in during 
the first few years may receive 
back less than they have actu- 
ally paid in. 

Recent figures from the". 
Personal Investment Authority, 
the frontline watchdog, sug- 
gest that up to 30 per cent of 
policyholders may surrender 
their policies within the first 
three years. 

Millions of people forced to 
do so for perfectly legitimate 
reasons, typically because of 
unemployment or divbrce»have 
lost out Worse, critics dann that 
high payouts given to those" 
whose potiries go through to ' 
maturity are only possfote. 
because of the high drop-out"' 
ratein the early years. 

The heavy criticism has . 
forced many companies to im- ~ 
prove the amounts they payout. 7 
to those uho surrender policies ; ‘ 
in the early "years. - Andrew •' 
Black, manag er nt ~ 

Standard Life, an insuTerwincb 
for years has paid out; some of.- 
the highest amounts to people f 
who cash then 1 policies in eariy, 
says: “It is true that some con-' ; 
tracts are inflexible; but it’s ■ 
also the case that many people^ 
surrendered when they did not 
need to, sudraswhein they were - 
moving house.** 

Standard Life is one of a:; 
small group of companies at- v 
tempting to offer more flexiWe 
endowments, whicbaHowcon-,. 
tributions to he raised oir low- . 
ered and where reviews every '!■ 
five years alloty those who . are 
saving to pay off a loan to see • ^ 
how dose they are to meeting 
that target , ; / ; 7 

-NicCkHttL . 
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Adopt a policy of no surrender 


Between 50,000 and 
60,000 investors who 
sell their wrth-profrts 
plans back to insurers 
early do better on the 
TEP market But life 
offices seem reluctant 
to advise their 
customers of this. 

Nic Cicutti reports 


Marker-makers in traded endow- 
ment policies (TEPS) want life 
assurance companies to tell 
customers about the existence of the 
second-hand endowment market. 

They say that people who sur- 
render their policies early, rather 
than waiting for them to mature, 
might easily do better by selling them 
on to a new owner. According to 
Christopher Dobie of Beale Dobie, 
a policy market-maker, prices on the 
second-hand market are, on average, 
IS per cent higher than the often 
pitiful surrender values offered fcy life 
companies. 

For people who bury the policies, 
the average rate of return is 10 per 
cent a year, using 1997 maturity val- 
ues as a guide. But few companies 
alert policyholders to the existence 
of the market Only iwo- Norwich 



Union and Clerical Medical - 
routinely inform all policyholders 
wishing to surrender policies of the 
TEP alternative, says Tim VQlieis, 
director of the Association of Policy 
Market Makers (APMM). 

Clerical Medical indudes the 
APMM's telephone number in the 
literature sent to surrendering 
policyholders; Norwich Union sends 
the association’s brochure, which 
lists policy market-makers and 
de tails the types of polici es in which 
they deal 


Other companies will sometimes 
reveal the information on a pot-luck 
' basis - depending on which person 
deals with the surrender request, or 
make vague reference to the exis- 
tence ofthe market in the small print 
Some, notably Standard life, 
are wary of TEPs and will only 
acknowledge their existence to peo- 
ple who specifically ask for infor- 
mation. “We have some concerns 
about this market,” says Andrew 
Black, marketing manager. “It’s not 
reaDyan issue for the seller, who may 


indeed get a good price. But there 
is evidence that people who buy them 
are paying quite considerable pre- 
miums to their real value.” 

Mr Black concedes that this may 
be partly due to the perceived ad- 
ditional appeal of polities form mu- 
tual insurers- of which Standard Life 
is the largest - to carpetbaggers 
(“although people who say we’re a 
likely candidate for conversion don’t 
know what they’re talking about”). 

But the main cause for concern 
is that second-hand prices relate to 


past payouts, rather than reflecting 
the likelihood of lower payouts in the 
future, Mr Black says. 

“This depends cm where you 
think the responsibility lies,” coun- 
ters Mr VOliers. “If the payout is less 
than the asset-badring of the policy, 
does the moral duty of the life 
office not lie with the original policy- 
holder? The most common reason 
for them deciding to sell is because 
they need the cash. The companies 
should make sure they get as much 
as possible.” 


Mr VOliers also dismisses Mr 
Black’s daim that the policies axe too 
expensive. “They get a jolly good 
return, especially considering it is 
such a safe investment” 

Policies suitable for sale on the 
second-hand market should be at 
least five years old and have a sur- 
render value of at least £1,000. 

According to Mr Dobie, the value 
of traded policies has jumped from 
£5m to about £250m over the eight 
' years since Beale Dobie entered the 
business. But research by his partner. 


David Beale, indicates that as much 
as £800m-worth of the polities, 
offered for surrender each year 
would do better on the second- 
hand market 

This means that between 50,000 
and 60,000 of the people surrender- 
ing direct to insurers would do 
better to sell to new policyholders, 
he says. “But most people surren- 
dering aren't financially acute. About 
85 per cent of all endowment polities 
are sold to support a mortgage and 
they are often their holders' only 
investment 

“The only solution we can see is 
for the companies to tell them. 
Every life office knows whether 
they would do better on the traded 
endowment market but they don’t 
say so. We've been saying to life 
offices for ages - at least two years 
- ‘Come on chaps; why not tell 
people?* But, far too many do 
absolutely nothing.” 

“We’ve obviously got a vested in- 
terest in keeping the policy going,” 
says Liz Watson of Norwich Union. 
“But we are also keen to look after 
the interests of all policyholders, in- 
cluding those wishing to surrender.” 

The Association of British In- 
surers gives infonnation about the 
second-hand market in its free leaflet 
on surrender values, but says indi- 
vidual life companies must make up 
their own minds. 

The Association of Policy Market 
Makers: 0171-739 3949; Beale Dobie: 
01621 85U33;ABt: 0171-6003333. 
This article first appeared in 
' Bloomberg Money’ magazine. 


Home truths about 
mortgage options 


t is the fear that with-profits 
ndowmect bonus rates may 
ontinue to fall in years to 
ome that has gradually swung 
he argument against them, 
larticularlv in the mortgage 
rena, where straightforward 
epayment options - paying off 
varying mixture of capital 
nd interest - are gain ing in 
opularity. 

The argument in favour of 
^payment mortgages is simple: 
ou are guaranteed to pay off 
he loan. Moreover, it is 
laimed, one of the points in 
ivour of endowments, their 
ortability from mortgage to 
lOitgage, unlike repayments, is 
ss strong than at first sight. 

Phillip Cartwright, a director 
[ London and Country 
(engages, a home-loan broker, 
oints out that even after a few 
jars, a considerable portion of 
borrower’s debt will be paid 
ff with a repayment loan, 
iking a £100,000 loan over 25 
sais, at today’s standard rale 
r 8.7 per cent, capital worth 


Can endowment 
mortgages compare 
with repayment 
schemes which 
guarantee to pay 
off loans, or 
PEP/ISA plans that 
can offer investors 
tax advantages? 

£9321 would be repaid after 
seven years and £17355 after 10 
years. If a person wanted to 
move to a new home at the 
sam e price, their next mortgage 
would take that repayment into 
account- Indeed, the rest of the 
loan would be paid off in just 
the game amount of time, with 
the same monthly payments as 
before. 


While monthly repayments 
might have to rise if a larger 
mortgage is taken out, the same 
would apply with “portable” en- 
dowments: monthly premiums 
would . go up. What is more, 
policyholders would usually be 
forced to start a new policy, 
paying a fresh set of initial 
charges, which suck a large 
proportion of premiums out of 
endowments in early years. 

Mr Cartwright says: “I have 
always been sceptical of the so- 
called portability argument in 
favour of endowments. Repay- 
ment mortgages can be used 
flexibly and can be more effec- 
tive than endowments In the 
early years." 

However, defenders of 
endowment-linked mortgages 
point out that they have the 
potential not only to pay off a 
loan bat also to leave borrow- 
ers with a lumpsum to enjoy at 
maturity. Nor are combined 
payments that dissimilar to 
straight repayment loans. 

Amanda Davidson, at 
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Holden Meehan, calculates that 
a 25-year repayment loan of 
£100,000, at an 8.7 per cent in- 
terest rate, would involve net 
monthly premiums of £795.77 
a month, plus a further £14.76 
a month in life insurance, a total 
of about £81033. By contrast, 
an interest-only loan would 
cost £69238 which, when added 
to an endowment of £164, 
would cost £856 a month. 

Ms Davidson says: “You do 
pay more with an endowment. 
But as interest rates fall, costs 
begin to even out so that when 
rates are about 73 per cent, the 
cost of an endowment loan is 
roughly the same as a repay- 
ment one.” 

The difference lies in po- 
tential returns. With a repay- 
ment loan, you are guaranteed 
to pay off the loan and no 
more. With an endowment, the 
minimum guaranteed amount 
might be just £52^00. However, 
if investments grow at just 5 per 
cent a year, the amount paid out 

would be £82300. 

If investments grow at 73 
per cent, retains would reach 
£117,000. With growth of 10 per 
cent a year, returns would be 
£168,000. For the original 
£100,000 loan to be paid back, 
returns would have to average 
63 percent Ms Davidson says: 
“It is not too unrealis tic to 
assume growth on this scale ” 

Are endowments still a 
worthwhile investment in foe age 
of personal equity plans (PEft) 
and new-5tyte Indrridnal Savings 
Accounts (ISAs)? Ms Davidson 

CfllgnlfltfiSthatjSwaimrnoa Qjw*r 

cent growth rate, to pay off the 
same loan would require month- 
ly payments of £143 into a 
PEP/ISA, inducting fife cover. 
This would raise the total cost of 
monthly mortgage payments to 
£835, less than an endowment 
Moreover, returns cat PEPsand 
ISAs are not subject to taxation 
on the underlying fife f und, rm- 
tike endowments. They are, 
however, more risky. 

- Nic (laitti 


The Corporcile Bond PEP 


The low cost 
high income PEP 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 


-Source; IXKM ( 01 . 05 . 98 ). 
The running yield of [fie 
Rx«J Imem Thw wm 
bfM ( 6 - 2 * redemption 
yield) as * I May 799 ft 
PM performance is aca 
aeoeuMffy a guide lo 
future p erf or ma nce- Both 
capital and Income values 
may go down as well as up 
and you may not get back 
ibe aKppmu inveatrd. All 
comparisons of cnM apply 
lo PEP* Investing wholly hi 
Unit Dusts. Tax assunqxions 
ant those currently 
appBcaMe and are subject 
to statutory change. The 
ralue of tax rebef will 
depend on your Individual 
circumstances. PuD written 
deurih ate available oo 
request. Legal rt General 
IDrrefll limited Registered 
tn Engbod No, 27 Q 2080 , 
Reg is tered Offi ce: Tfcmpte 
Court, II Queen Vfctnrta 
Street, Lnntfco EC 4 N 4 TP. 
Representative only of 
ibe legal 1 General 
martazng group, membra 
of which ate rcflubreil by 
(be Pcaactnal Investment 
Authority and IMBO for the 
purposes of leixanmetkllujc 
adraaqcoa and sefling 
life assurance and 
Investment product) bearing 
Legal & Gcnnafs name. 

A member of AUTIF 
Investors should be aware 
that unlike cash in j 
P eposii Account the capital 
value of investments in 
Fixed Interest TncUs is not 
guarwucwL The Government 
havu announced that 
contributions can only be 

made lo PEPs until April 
1999 . From that date a new 
bm p ri v i leged sning* v cb*fc. 
the hxhilual Sump Account 
(BA) wtfi he jvalbhtc. 


Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high 
performance PEPs to our customers. 

Over the years, our determination 
to provide outstanding value 
for money has meant that today 
Legal & General Investment 
Management has in excess of 
£60 billion under management. 

A glance at the table shows that we 
deliver unbeatable value, providing 
the lowest cost diversified Corporate 
Bond PEP on the market with annual 
management charges of only 0.5%, 
with no initial charges on lump sum 
investments or withdrawal fees. 

So, for a regular, tax-free income on 
your savings find out more about 
Briiain’s best value Income PEP today. 

Just complete and return the coupon. 







Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 


G.5% 


6 . 8 % 















NO initial charges 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.3 % annual management charge 


\ /sit our web site at icmv.l.atulG.co 
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Estate of the art 

Road test Audi A6 Avant quattro, by Roger Bell 


One set of wheels cannot embrace all the 
incompatible attributes of, say, a class* 
Fejran, a Transit van, a Rolls-Royce Ser- 
“jj* a T Ca *fl ham ^n, a Mini Cooper 

a^dRover-afleettosatttt 

The perfect compromise, then? Now 
A dfluted melange of the 

S dream team k « so far- 
fetched. If you seek a car that’s all things 
to all (well-heeled) people - a car moS 
tom passably endowed with comfort, 
refinement, exclusivity, fun, space, prac- 
ticality, agihty ami freedom- lookoofor- 
ther than AudTs mid-sized, V6-powered, 
four-wheel drive A6 estate, officially 

known as the 2.8 Avant quattro. 

Subtle changes in form and line have 
turned the latest A6 estate from 
a good-looking car into 
a stunning one. Few 
coupes are more 
glamorous. While 


high style was a. design priority, it's not 
been achieved by sacrificing much space. 
Thoe are roomier luxury estates, but any- 
thing that can compete as a cargo carri- 
er with Volvo’s V70, even a C-class 
Merc, is not going to frustrate the heavy 
packer. 

The Avant has a simple seat-fold 
arrangement that doesn't tax your 
strength or dexterity, and there’s plenty 
of thoughtful detailing, inclu ding a ski 
hatch, tie-down eyes, an under-floor 
recess, a roll-up dog guard, even optional 
rear-facing seats. Only on rear knee room 
is the A6 found la ckin g. 

So much for practicalities. But how 
does it drive? If not the quickest of the 
performance estates, the A6 quattro is 


hardly short on pep (speed freaks dis- 
satisfied with an autobahn-eating 144mph 
should wait for the faster 230bbp bi-tur- 
bo). Fdwer comes from a 2.8-litre V6 en- 
gine that drives all four wheels. 

Quattro transmission, manual or 
automatic, doesn't make the Audi a mud- 
plugging off-roader, but it does enable 
it to negotiate fields and slippery asceats 
that might beat ordinary cars. More to 
the point, 4x4 endows the speedy A6 with 
ultra-safe traction and handling. Every 
car has its cornering and braking limits, 
but nothing short of provocative reck- 
lessness is going to breach those of the 
A6 quattro. For grip, composure and se- 
curity, this Audi has few peers. 

There’s more than a soupcon of com- 


fort and plush, too. I found the cabin 
decor attractive, the front seats excellent, 
the suspension tolerably supple and the 
quietness impressive. The smooth «ngrnt» 
emits no more than a muted hum, and 
wind whoosh - suppressed by well- 
sealed doors and windows — is low. In line 
with Audi’s declared aim of taking on the 
grandees in the luxury sector, build 
quality is first class. 

You will gather that I took a shine to 
the A6 Avant quattro. It has so much go- 
ing for it, and so little against, I cannot 
name a better all-rounder, a more ap- 
pealing dream-team c o m p mw iise Snags? 
Price for a start, though at £32400 it 
undercuts Volvo’s faster, roomier V70R 
AWD. Other than dashboard confusion 
- between them, the adjacent dimate 
and audio panels account for 
more than 40 orange focal 
points- that’s about h. 
A great car. 


Audi 2.8 A6 Avant quattro, 

From £31,780. 

Engine: 2,71 1 cc, 30-valve V6, 

193 bhp. 

Transmission: 5-speed manual 
gearbox, four-wheel drive. 
Performance: top speed 
M4mph; 0-60mph m 8.1 
seconds; 26.2mpg (EC average). 
Rivals 

BMW 52B SE Touring, from 
£32,930. The car AudTs IB 
Avant must beat. High-profile 
prestige holdall with wide choice 
of engines, from 2.0 to 4.0 V8 — 
plus In-between diesel. Not the 
roomiest big estate, but one of 
the best looking. Great to drive. 
Mercedes-Benz E320 T 
Begance, from £40,890. Big, 
roomy, beautifully made. Size and 
weight belied by punchy new V6 
engine and nifty handGng. High 
price offset by low depredation. 
Volvo V70R AWD, from 
£36,780. Big, roomy, all-wheel- 
drive Volvo is very fast with 
250bhp turbocharged engine. 
Only five cylinders but smooth 
and aurally upGfong. Fine driver’s 
car marred by drab interior, 
boxy styling and thirst for fuel. 
Safe, entertaining handling. 





as cars convert to gas 


John Prescott suffered a minor mishap 
j^.when manoeuvring a zero-emission, 
solar-powered Honda at a meeting of 
European environment and transport 
ministers in Chester two weeks ago. But 
the deputy Prime Minister still had rea- 
son to be cheerful: he was also showing 
off his ministerial Jaguar Sovereign V8, 
which has been modified to run on en- 
vironmentally friendly gas. 

Tony Blair is also alleged to have 
opted for gas power on his Ghrysler 
Grand Voyager. Even the Queen is 
having some of her stable of Rolls-Royce 
and Daimler cars modified to produce 
70 per cent fewer exhaust emissions. 

Locai authority fleets are starting to 
switch to gas, too. Humberside police 
uses 20 converted Protons. In Finance gas 
is half the cost of petrol; 15 per cent of 
vehicles in Holland run on it So if the 
great, the good and the EU are going for 
gas, how about the ordinary motorist? 

Glass's Guide points out that, apart 
from the environmental benefits, there 
t are big financial ones. The November 
1996 budget reduced the duty on liquid 
petroleum gas (LPG) and compressed 
natural gas (CNG) by 25 per cent and 


Thinking of switching to 
a more environmentally 
friendly way to run a 
vehicle? You’re not alone, 
as James Ruppert reports 


GAS: PROS AND CONS 


Advantages 

Reduced fuel bills, lower exhaust 
emissions (particularly with CNG), 
longer engine life, lower servicing 
costs, potential road fund licence 
discount, facility to use petrol 
means that drivers need never run 
out of gas — the oil-based kind. 

Disadvantages 
Reduced power output, reduced 
economy, loss of luggage space, few 
filling stations, especially for CNG, 
cost of conversion. 


the last budget froze road gas fuel duty 
at 10.78 per cent, while raising the cost 
of both petrol and diesel by 6 per cent. 
At the pumps LPG costs around 39p a 
litre whereas a litre of unleaded costs 68p. 

CNG is largely methane, like the nat- 
ural gas that is piped into our homes. To 
fleet users it costs about 43p per litre. 
In a car it is stored at high pressure in 
a heavy tank four times the size of an 
equivalent petrol tank. 

At the moment the only new cars 
available with this tystem are ‘Nfolvos. Tie 
£22,930 S70 and V70 Bi-Fuels run on 
both petrol and gas. Overall CNG burns 
much more cleanly than LPG and also 
produces considerably less carbon diox- 
ide. However, there are fewer than 20 
CNG refuelling points in the UK. and 
although 60 or so government vehicles 
have been converted to Tim on CNG, 
LPG is the better gas option at present. 

Commercial vehicles have been us- 
ing LPG, which is similar to bottled bu- 
tane camping gas, since the Seventies; 
there are more than 120 refuelling sites. 
Conversion costs for a petrol car aver- 
age £1,000, half of what it would be for 
CNG. Also, the 1998 Budget, which of- 


fered a £50 road fond licence for “dean” 
vehicles, could apply to LPG users. 

However, the lack of filling stations 
is a problem, and so is the need for a 85- 
litre propane tank which in a medium- 
size care takes up most of the boot space. 
There are performance penalties, too: 
engine power drops by up to 10 per cent 
and fuel consumption rises by a similar 
amount on older carburettor models. 

However, with more modem petrol 
injection engines the reduction in per- 
formance is hardly noticeable, and any 
penalty in consumption is more than 
compensated for by the lower price. If 
you typically spend £1,500 a year on un- 
leaded, LPG instantly saves £658. LPG 
also prolongs engine life and results in 
a cleaner, quieter engine. 

If you want to buy a brand new LPG 
vehicle there is a Ford-approved con- 
version at £1,595 plus VAX Vauxhall is 
poised to launch dual-fuel versions of its 
Vectra and Omega 2.0 litre models at a 
projected £2£00 premium. However, the 
most common way to acquire an LPG- 
powered vehide is to have an existing car 
converted. 

According to Alan Cole, senior edi- 


tor at Glass's Guide: “Developing an 
LPG infrastructure is the first hurdle to 
be overcome before LPG cars become 
a viable alternative in the UK, and this 
is why the manufacturers’ most recent 
offerings to this emerging market con- 
centrate on dual-fuel examples. There 
is no doubt that the current lack of a 
viable gas refuelling infrastructure is stow- 
ing the take-up ... Massive investment 
is needed from fuel suppliers.” 

It is possible to rent a tank. Calor can 
put a 20004itre tank in your drive for £72 
a quarter. Bulk supplies of LPG would 
then be around 20p per litre plus VAT 
If you have gas pumped into your home 
for beat or cooking, there is no reason 
why you should not have a refuelling fac- 
ility for your car. 

That is something for the future. So 
even if Mr Prescott can’t handle solar 
power, he must be relieved that gas guz- 
zling now has a whole new meaning. 

Equipment and installation: Taylor Motors 
(01733 553031 j; Marine Eco Power 
(01590 688644). Gas and dispensing 
equipment Color Gas (0800 992200); 
Flogfts (01530230352) 


GAVIN 

GREEN 


Exterior car styling has improved 
enormously in the past few years, as 
manufacturers have started to throw away 
the traditional tin-box shackles (Ford with 
the Ka and the upcoming Focus, Audi with 
the Ad, Alfa with the 156). 

The upshot is that our roads are now 
more interesting places. Sadly, interior 
design from the mass makers is (mostly) 
still in the dark ages. This could be why, 
although our roads are studded with perky 
shapes, motorists still look as glum as ever. 
After all, if you spend your whole time in a 
grey-plastic-swathed cabin, sitting on grey 
polyester seat trim whose only virtue in that 
it’s hard wearing and doesn’t fade when 
you leave it in the Arizona sun, it's hard to 
feel cheerful. 

Car cabins are testament to the 
corporate cowardice of car bosses. They 
stay away from offering different cabins, for 
fear of losing customers. As always, the 
fear of failure is the biggest single 
drawback to progress. 

Yet there is hope ahead. Volkswagen has 
extended its new “slush" plastic-moulding 
process to the latest Golf, on sale now in 
the UK The result is a small, relatively 
inexpensive car with the quality of plastics 
usually found only in luxury cars. The Golf, 
in common with all Andis and the latest 
Passat, has dash plastics with a soft touch 
and a handsome grain. It instantly makes 
the cabins of rival small batches, such as the 
latest Vauxhall Astra, look cheap. 

Tb encourage really big change, though, 
one manufacturer has to break ranks and 
be bold. This is precisely what Mercedes is 
about to do with its new Smart City coupe, 
the little two-seater runabout that will bit 
mainland European streets at the end of 
the year (assuming people buy it - many 
industry pundits still have their doubts). Its 
cabin is bright and cheerful, and It promises 
to do to cabin design what Swatch did to 
watch design - an appropriate comparison, 
given that Swatch is the minority partner in 
the Smart car venture. 

Changeable seat coverings are on the 
agenda. After all, why stick with the same 
upholstery for the life of the car, when it's 
so easy to zip off the old and zip on the 
new? That way, seat trim can be stylish and 
colourful, never mind that, as with your 
dothes, you may feel like a change every 
year or two. This also allows much nicer 
materials to be used - linens and cottons, 
for instance, which are currently rejected 
by the motor industry because they’re not 
as hard wearing as synthetic materials. 

Looking much Anther ahead, Lancia 
bJt upvefled a concept car at last month’s Turin 
Motor Show, which sought to redefine car 
interiors by making them more like lounge 
rooms. It has a hugely roomy interior, and 
most of the space was liberated by ditching 
the conventional dashboard. Modern 
dashboards are throwbacks to the days of 
the horse-drawn carriage, when they 
protected passengers from splashes of mud. 

On cars, they merely provide a cover for 
ugly wiring and ventilation trunking. They 
provide no other useful purpose. Modem, 
electronic instruments can be contained in 
separate panels around the windscreen; 
switches are better sited on satellites either 
side of the steering wheel. Renault is already 
some way to offering the dashboard-free car. 
Its latest Espace has a particularly low, 
attractive “dash" (trimmed in fabric, not 
plastic) that doubles as a large bag-carrier. 

Mercedes-Benz has taken the concept a 
stage further. One of its recent concept 
cars ditched the steering wheeL You drive 
by joystick, in the centre console. Apart 
from appealing to young people, used to 
computer games, joysticks are considerably 
less bulky and safer than steering wheels - 
inherently dangerous things that frequently 
crush heads and chests in big accidents. Yet 
the steering wheel is just about the first 
thing the car designer starts with, when 
conceiving a new cabin. It is an upshot of 
always starting with what went before, 
rather than with what is best. 



VIY WORST CAR; 

FRI STRAM PAYNE'S FORD FIESTA XR2 



I found myself as the 
roud owner of a Ford 
■> bought for the 

Ice of £2j00. 

l looked immaculate, 
a distinctive metallic 

fell for it hoo^ line 

1 didn’t even bother 

ar a test drive, which 



as i go I into the 
r I'd made a terrible 
id just a few miles 
m t of petrol on the 
Hhat bad omen 

it a whole load of 
:re heading my wa>’- 

ust fell off. the 
went, and a load of 
ie failures got my 

d Hs unreliability 

ajor gripe.lt was 

a Fiesta XR2 had 

,«• cnuL 


As a result I really never 
enjoyed driving it, and I slowly 
realised that it had no real 
power- 1 would accelerate and 
wait for something, anything; to 
happen. The handling was truly 
awful; you had to persuade it 
go around comers, and I always 
felt as though it might fell off. 

Worst of all, it was far too 

u bcy racer", and that was not 

the image I was eying to 
project. I donY know why I 
didn’t realise it at the tmc. 

The one redeeming feature 
was the exhaust note, but that 
was onlv because I replaced the 


one that fell off with a 
performance hem which 
sounded really great. That 
noise was not enough to 
persuade me to keep the XR2, 
so after just three months Isold 

ii_ I swore never again ro 
lumber mysetf with such a naff 
car. I replaced it with a Peugeot 
205 GTI, probably one of the 
best cam I have ever owned. 

Tristram Payne is co-presenter of 
Channel 5’s "The Car Show' a 
new series of which begins in 
June. He was speaking to James 
Happen 
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Citroen 


£1,000 Minimum 

FbrYbur Part Exchange 

Xantia Turbo D SX 
Estate Car. ‘F Reg, 
600 miles, fuil history, 
two years warranty, 
afreorriitioning, ABS 
brakes, Emerald 
metallic. £13*405 with 
£1,000 minimum part 


01442 871234 
Main Dealer 


£1,000 Minimum 

FbrYbur Part Exchange 

Xantia Turbo D VSX 
Estate Car. Emerald 
Metallic, ‘R’ Reg, 50 mb, 
As New, Air Con, Electric 
Sun roof, TWn Air Bags, 


TWo years Hallmark 
warranty. Ei4£95 with 
£1,000 minimum pat 
exchange allowance. 

01442 871234 
Main Dealer 


Registration Numbers 


i.iARKci RESEARCH 33 


8271 A0 
Mtm 
123 W 
BW7370 
CSX 685 
DA 44 
4020 OP 
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wo aw 
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HAZ401 
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000 
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792 LUT 
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14900 
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34300 

1,200 

14300 
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1,800 

ijiwo 

1,500 

aoo 

600 

IJOO 

900 

SOD 

1.4® 


2MA 12000 
3B2BMF 1J50 
M3 raX 2500 
MB 9669 BOO 
HII1LKS 1200 

MIL 345 1200 
5125 ML 1,400 
M4V99 1,500 

MB! 700 24)00 
55BUPC 1300 
MPHfflH «0 
MPW29E 500 
5103 NC 1300 
NIB RX 1300 
fZOB 600 
PN7S74 1300 
RDM 761 24100 
BBG944X 600 


8M1RK 2300 
RN3199 1300 
RT277 2.73 

B96RTU EDO 
SFR523 1300 
SJG400 3300 
SJ3 2300 

541 SMD 1300 
A150AN 500 
IF4 3300 

WAZltt 1300 
WD122 24)00 
WJ6615 - 

1VW3A 
XIX 35 
XUH4 
XUH5 


75 

5300 

1300 

1300 

1300 


IB 7794 1300 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
ttymncaiKf^aWplpwcoRaidBrlhsCfnaaBOlaqMa^ 

m pnMA uaynhHam iribnia&A a&Bntal wbea coaArg to a bid 


PHONE: 0125? 482305 FAX: 474745 




Cars for Sale 


Cars for Sale 


The most reliable Exporter of used Japanese vehicles. 
You can import directly from Japan. 





TOYOTA - NISSAN - HONDA - MITSUBISHI - MAZDA - SUZUKI - HINO 

PAPERA is one of the leading 
automobile trading companies in 
Japan. We now have regular 
clients in nearly 20 different 
countries. Every customer is 
satisfied with our efficient and 
reliable services. Please contact 
us for further information. 

PAPERA TRADERS CO., LTD. 

2F, 3-20-1 1 Takada Toshima-Ku Tokyo, JAPAN 171 -0033 

Phone: 81-3-5979-6271 Fax: 81-3-5979-6281 

E-mail: papera@paperaxo.jp Home page*, http VAinnnv.paperaxo.jp - Visit our home page!! 

All these vehicles have clean engines and immaculate interiors. The chassis and engine 
numbers have been checked for validity 

Over 1000 vehicles are always in stock 



To advertise in this section please call the 

Motoring Team on 0171 293 2742. 


Peugeot 


PEUGEOT 309 -LOOK- Spec* 
•dUoo. Wbto H Rag 1990. 
ttOOcc, Snnroot. 59.000 tnUei. 
Nm Tyne & Exhaust MoTftTn 
unt* Sept 98. 1 Lady owmb- 
£2350 m>M 0181 4280KB 
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Country life calls, but can you 


bear to share your home? 


Just about everyone living in a 
city h as played the “what if” 
game of selling up and moving 
to the country. Rambling old 
rectories, farmhouses in acres 
of land, mills in isolated rural 
bliss ... it can be afforded if the 

house really seQs for that much. 

But, unless urban life is 
swapped for commuter life, 
ge tting away altogether usually 
mftflns, at the very least, a drop 
in income, and the “what Us” 
are not just about where to live 
- but how. 

None erf these considerations 
wSl deter anyone determined to 
turn idle day-dreaming into re- 
ality, and country estate agents 
are more than familiar with 
people who have set their hearts 
on a change of lifestyle. 

Redundancy packages, part- 
time working and home-based 
offices have all made it an 


Leaving the dty and giving up the rat race 
to move to the countryside is all very well 
as a daydream - but the reality can be too 
much for some people, as Penny Jackson 
finds out She talks to two women who 
had what it takes to make -the good life 


guests from returning until six 
in the evening. 

Thlring in guests was the last 
thing Judy Bryant had on her 
mind when she moved to 
Devon from Hertfordshire. Her 
husband swapped his architec- 
tural practice for a 17th century 


easier proposition, but even 
the best financial advice can fall 
short of the expenses incurred 
in doing up old and neglected 
buildings — however glorious 
their potential 

Extra injections of cash 
become a necessity, and money- 
making schemes have to appear 
on the agenda. So what could 
be better than malting the 
house work for itself in the time- 
honoured way with bed and 


breakfast? Once the territory of 
the retired, it is now being in- 
vaded by people who are more 
likely to have discussed B&Bs 
with their stockbroker than 
with the tourist board. 

They know enough of the 
country hotel market to realise 
the appeal of old buildings with 
stylish rooms. They also know 
that RfrR no longer means a 
semi on the seafront with net 

curtains and a landlady who bars 


wttay^ — — 

“It needed a great deal of work. 
We extended the cottage and 
had to make the garden from 
scratch. We stood back and 
looked at the house to decide 
if it would work as a B&B- We 
put plumbing in all the bed- 
rooms, and it helps that we have 

our own bit, so that we are not 
always tripping over guests.” 
Hanning consent was not 


peace and to be within striking 
distance of busy Dartmouth- 
“We were pretty sure that it 
would appeal to certain people, 
and the money we earn has 
meant that we can afford to stay 

here. It is an integral part of our 
budget But the rewards are far 

more t fr«n financial," says Judy. 
■And the guests add another di- 
mension. lt is pretty isolated 
down here." 

At Marchand Petit estate 
agents in KIngsbridge, Devon, 
they know the romance of life 

in the country can dwindle fast 


does not take more than six 

guests. It is in an idyllic spot on 

the Dart Valley trail and picks 
up holidaymakers who want 
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met, or it may be that the 
whole project becomes weari- 
some. Families who fondly 
imagine that isolation is as 
much fun in the winter as the 
summ er learn a hard lesson. 

The firm has been dealing 
with a not untypical case of a 
Home Counties couple who 
s old their house for a good price 
and bought an old farm with 
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igwrt into a holiday business. 
However, they found them- 
selves cut off with no bus ser- 
vices and constantly taxiing 
their children about, and the 
strain became too much for the 
marriage. 

The price of property is a 
temptation- A detached stone 
house in seven acres with a self- 
contained wing near Kin g s - 
bridge is for sale at £310,000 
through Stags in Exeter. A 
seven-bedroom country guest 

house in wooded grounds with 

extra holiday accommodation 
near Okehampton is on the 
market for £350,000, while a 
farmh ouse near Barnstaple with 
a cottage and outbuilding in 19 
acres had an asking price of just 
over £300,000. 

Nicola Cbeckley, of Stags, 

says that there has been grow- 
ing interest from people in 
their forties for this kind of 
property. But you can’t ensure 
a regular income from just any 
house in a lovely part of the 
country. When Jeannie ADnutt 
decided to use her redundancy 
money as a journalist to set up 
a B&B business she was saved 
from a terrible mistake by the 
local tourist board. 

“We had found a perfect 
house in West Devon but were 
advised that it was too remote 
| to pick up any passing trade. We 
| had always wanted to restore an 





old house, but the only way we 
could afford to do it was to take 
in guests. In the end we found 
this 600-year-old house in 
Tobies neglected and begging to 
be rescued.” 

She and her husband set 
themselves a target of four 
months to be up and running. 
It took longer. “By the time we 
opened, our bedroom didn't 
even have a proper wall. I had 
been chief labourer and buyer, 
and we worked seven days a 
week. Every room had to be 
planned on graph paper. Never 
buy somewhere without getting 


permission for change of use 
first That was our mistake* 
Jeannie left very little else to 
chance. “It was a mid-life career 
change, and it had to work. We 
used tourist information to 
make sure we got tilings tight 
because guests expect a lot 
more than they used to.” 

Since then, 13 years ago, the 
Old Forge has grown from its 
humble beginnings into award- 
winning accommodation. “But 
your house is never really your 
own again . It is enormously 
demanding. You have to like 
people and be prepared to grit 


your teeth and smile. Unless you 
are doing it for pin money you 
have to keep improving the 
building with a view to the 
eventual sale value." 

Can any house, though, be 
worth the stress of dealing with 
the public? She responds con- 
fidently; “Apart from some boat 

thieves and a flash group from 

Chelsea in a white Mercedes 
who disappeared in the middle 
of the night, they are.” 


Black Ness Cottage: 01803 
722467: The Old Forge: 01803 
862174. 
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How to care for your pad; 
don’t be a laggard 


Up, 
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Spacious, 3 bedroom ed 
cod of terrace bouse in 
quiet residential area. 

2 receps, 18ft kitchen, 
60ft gardeo, open 
fireplace, boarded loft, 1 
large bathroom. 

45 mins BR (to 
Waterloo), local school 
opposite, dose to village. 
Bargain at only £179,959 


Eariy summer is a good time to check the 
loft insulation and buy your water tank 
^uX 81 " a new jacket, suggests Robert Liebman - 

and to renew your respect for the 

whether boxes or other heavy yjdousneSS of ladders 
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Colour Property 

appears every Sunday. 

50% of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their, own home. 

To advertise call \ 


The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 


objects have been stacked on 
top. “The insulation works by 
trapping air. If the fill is com- 
pacted, there is less room for 
this to occur,” says Malcolm 
Hollis, a chartered surveyor. 

One- inch-high insulation 
that started out in life a healthy 
4intaU is inefficient and waste- 
ful. Such loose fill can also scat- 
ter, and cover electric wiring. 
Mr Hollis cautions that power 
egb ' 81 should be on top of the 
joist, not surrounded by “poly- 
styrene insulation, which de- 
grades the plastic wire 
insulation, causing the plastic 
to become brittle”. The result 
is unsafe, and degraded wires 
may require professional re- 
placement. 

If you are replacing or 
renewing fibre or mineral 
blanket insulation, allow extra 
length for the water tank. “My 
loft is lagged to the eyeballs,” 
says Nick Doak, press officer 
with Uoyds of London. “In 
most lofts, the insulating 
material is unrolled to stop at 
the edge of the water tank. "We 
extended ours over the top of 
the tank so it traps and holds 
heat beneath it.” 

Treat yourself to a thorough 
examination of the water lank 

and pipes. Quite a few of 
them are begging to burst, 
waiting only for a sufficiently 
cold winter. Many a water 
tank is left to fend for itself. 


either lacking a cover com- 
pletely or making do with 
plastic sheeting or makeshift 
pieces of old tarpaulin draped 
over the top. 

Most tanks are a standard 
size and still cany labels pro- 
viding their vital statistics. Off- 
the-peg covers are cheap and 
readily available. Matching 
Tmaiiaring jackets are also on 
the market. 

Pay little attention to the 
photo on the packaging, which 
invariably portrays a water 
tank dressed to kill, adorned 
in a snug, perfectly fitting 
down overcoat. One great, if 
lesser known, British ritual 
Involves trying to get the jacket 
to fit as neatly over the water 
tank as in the photo. It never 
does, but a not-quite -com- 
pletely-insulated water tank is 
infinitely preferable to one 
that is inadequately covered or 
uncovered. And don’t overlook 
the smaller central-beating 
water tank, which requires 
similar attention. 

At the other end of the 
water tank, the boiler itself 
needs “no special seasonal 
treatment”, according to a 
spokesperson for Corgi - the 
Council for Registered Gas In- 
stallers. “The most important 
thing is to have gas appli- 
ances checked annually, and it 


is illegal to do it yourself.” 
Corgi installers have the 
proper doodahs as well as 
knowledge and experience. In 
addition to tinkering with the 
appliance itself, Corgi-regis- 
tered Installers have portable 
meters to test the gas pressure 
at the specific appliance and 
in the entire system. The job 
isn't finished until it has been 
verified safe. 

The queue for plumbers at 
this time of year is almost non- 
existent. When the first cold 
spell arrives next winter, many 
home owners will simultan- 
eously discover that their sys- 
tems are faulty. Moral: get the 
repair man in soon, while the 
getting is good. 

Now is also the season for 
more ambitious jobs — new car- 
pets, sanding of replacing 
floors, painting the exterior 
and re tiling the roof. 

Renew your respect for the 
inherent viciousness of ladders. 
DIYers, ladders and casualty 
departments have a natural 
affinity for one another at tins 
time of year. And any work in- 
volving electrics — including de- 
graded loft wiring — is 
inherently dangerous. 

Richard Evans, assistant 
director at Aon insurance bro- 
kers, recommends contacting 
your insurer before erecting 


scaffolding or contemplating 
any other “material fact". 
Using a gas-fired torch to 
bum off accumulated grunge 
ou floorboards constitutes a - 
material fact. 

“The standard cleaning job 
for us is spring cleaning for typ- 
ical home owners,” says JuHaA - ' 
ViDasante, owner of Maisqn . : 
Maids, a domestic cleaning 
agency in Thames Ditton, Sur- 
rey. “A real pukka deaningjob 
includes rubbing the'wkfis. 
down, shampooing carpets., 
and cleaning skirting boards,., 
picture rails and hard-to-reaefa - 
places, such as behind the loo 
pipes. Many customers don’t ; 
want all of that done." 

Many people certainly- 
don't want to pay tot cleaning : 
work that they deem to be’ 
inessential. Indeed^ I know . 
one home owner who doesn’t ' 
even begin contemplating the 
duster until his dust has turned 
to tumbleweed; ' 

However, economies cam ’ 
be false even in se em in g ly 
ordinary house-cleaning: ."If 
grouting in the bathroamiaf t ■ 
cleaned regularly, you reach a- 
point where it can't be cleaned 1 
and you have to replace it, so •; 
it is more costly in the long 
run," says Mr Wlasante. 

And what about his own | 
water tank? “It’s well lagged- .] 

Years ago, I had a relative ! 
whose tank burst, and I saw 
how disastrous that was-’Ifs 

the first thing we did when, we 

bought our property nearly 10 
years ago,” he says. ' 


Maison Maids: 0181-398 4300 ; . 
CorgL - 01256 372200; Aon: 
0171-705 7444; Malcolm 
Hollis: 07000 127000. 
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Have some ‘sarf respect’ 


London house 
hunters can pick up 
a bargain, if they're 
willing to head into 
Del Boy territory. By 
^ Fiona Brandhorst 

When your salary won’t buy you 
a p:-: ee of London in one of its 
trendy “villages", it’s time to 
take a look at cheaper and, let’s 
face it, less appealing parts of 
town. Forget the Tube, noodle 
bars and stand-up comedy, start 
t hinkin g BR, Star Burger and 
Sky TV at the local pub. It’s 
hard to imagine Plumstead and 
Peckham doing what Brixton 
and Oapbam have done over 
the past few years, but there’s 
a hungry bunch of bo use- 
hunters out there. Find a quiet 
l backwater with a row of period 
• cottages ripe for renovation, and 
you have a conservation area in 
the m aking. 

Take Peckham, the poor re- 
lation in currently booming 
south London. Afttrr suffering 
for years under its Del Boy im- 
age, it is now in the throes of 
a massive regenerat"*n pro- 
gramme. But it is ■ hi; property 
prices and transport links to the 
Q'ty and West End that are 
bringing new buyers into the 
area. 

Trains from Peckham (zone 
two) take nine minutes to Lon- 
^ don Bridge, where the Jubilee 
Line Tube extension is sched- 
uled to open a station next 
spring. By c hanging on to the 
Tube at London Bridge, it 
should be possible to be in Ca- 
nary Wharf or Green Park from 
Peckham in under 20 minutes. 

Lisa Shead, from the estate 
agents Charterhouse, believes 
pockets of Peckham win have 
their day in the not-so-dis">nt 
future. “People have do. 
homework and know w. .. 
roads they want to buy in.” Buy- 
ers as well as sellers have been 
pleasantly surprised ty, its rise 
in popularity. Prices atari at 
f 80.000 for an unmoderaised 
three-bedroom .. . .Yijctorian. 
house. Demand is, not surpris- 
ingly, outstripping supply, push- 
ing up prices further, especially 
in the leafy lanes of Nunhead. 
^ Richard Lee, from Acorn es- 

w tate agents, is seeing a lot of 
young professionals coming 
south of the river from north 
London, where they have been 



Green London: Deptford may not be everyoneV first: choice of address, but more people are turning on to its charms 


priced out of the market 
‘‘We’re also getting the overspill 
from Claphazn, Camberwell 
and Dulwich.” Well-established 
conservation areas such as 
Holly Grove and Highshore 
Road are only minutes from 
down-town Peckham Rye sta- 
tion. Here, two-up, two-down 
cottages sell for around 
£110,000. Girdlers Cottage, a 
one-bedroom Grade n listed 
property in Ghoumert Road, 
was recently sold through the 
Halifax for just under £100,000. 

“CheerfijJIy grimy in parts,” 
is T The New London Prop- 
• ty Guide 98/99 describes Dept- 
ford, a mere 10cm to the right 
of Peckham in an A toZ. While 
Peckham may be world famous 
for the Trotter family, a tavern 
in Deptford was the scene of. 
Christopher Marlowe’s mur-, 
der m 1593. More importantly- 
for house-hunters, the area is set 
to end the 1990s on a high as 
communications to central Lon- 
don and the Docklands take a 
leap forward: the EastLondon 
Line at nearby New Cross has 
reopened; the extension of the 
Docklands Light Railway to 
Deptford Creek opens next 


year; and the new Jubilee Line 
station at London Bridge wfll be 
a seven-minute journey from 
Deptford. 

As always in these inner-city 
enclaves, the most pleasant 
roads border a piece of green, 
in this case Deptford Park. 
Here, three-bedroom Victorian 
terraces start at around £90,000, 
but scarcity is increasing their 
values. You’re more likely to 
find a former local authority 
property if you’re not tempted 
fay one of the new developments 
down by the river. 

Jasper Bark, a writer and per- 
former, lives with his wife Veron- 
ica, a PR account director, in an 
Eighties three-bedroom, ex- 
council townbouse in the heart 
of Deptford. Urey bought it in 
March for around 180,000. “Wfe 
wanted to buy an old. ram- 
shacklepiaoe, but we realised we 
didn't have the time, resources 
or inclination to do it up.” 

Their love afiairwilh this for- 
mer naval town started a few 
years ago, when they were rent- 
ing nearby. “Its architecture, 
community feel and great her- 
itage are the reasons why we 
stayed." Deptford High Street, 


on the Greenwich and Deptford 
history trail, has been face-lift- 
ed by regeneration schemes. It’s 
a true mix of cultures, with halal 
butchers, a pawnbroker and a 
Chinese acupuncturist sitting 
alongside a typical London 
street market twice a week. 
“It’s a cross between a scene 
from Dickens and an Arabian 
bazaar," adds Mr Bark. 

Trundle a few stops further 
south to Sydenham, and you wfll 
have left behind the inner city. 
While not exactly known for its 
nightlife, it does have a growing 
reputation for salvage and sec- 
ond-hand furniture yards. Hie 
zone three train service into W»- 
terloo East (19 minutes) and 
London Bridge (IS minutes) wifl 
also link into the new Jubilee 
Line. George Proctor, an estate 
agent, is selling a two-bedroom 
Victorian cottage in AdamstriH 
Road, a short walk to the station, 
for £95,000. A double-fronted 
Victorian cottage in the con- 
servation area of Halifax Street, 
with two bedrooms and a study, 
is for sale at £110,000. 

Leytonstone in east London 
has seen a huge demand for 
property in recent months, but 


it’s not just the Central Line 
Tlibe that’s making it popular. 
“That’s always been a boons,” 
says Mike Moore of agents 
Spicer McColl, “but it’s access 
to the Ml, M25, Mil and 
Stansted and City airports that 
people want.” Prices are be- 
tween £75,000 and £120,000 
fora three-bedroom Victorian 
house within walking distance 
of theThbe. 

But for seriously cheap 
property, turn to Plumstead. 
Tracy Lockett, a graphic de- 
signer, was bom in Deptford but 
went east of her roots, a few 
miles along the Thames to 
Plumstead Common, where she 
decided to buy a house earlier 
this year. The two-bedroom 
Victorian terrace “with fire- 
places and sash windows but 
needing re decoration” cost 
£70,000: “1 paid £10,000 more 
for the view over a park,” says 
Ms Lockett. 

Kathy Davies, from the 
agents Mann and Co, believes 
the Millennium project at 
Greenwich has put Plumstead 
on the map. "People who can't 
afford Greenwich are coming 
down the river to us.” Three- 


Photograph: Philip Meeeh 


bedroom period houses on the 
borders of Plumstead Com- 
mon. a 15-minute walk from the 
station, will cost a maximum of 
£100,000 and start at around 
£75,000. Going by these figures, 
Ms Lockett Iras made a good in- 
vestment. If convenience rather 
than a view is a priority, a two- 
bedroom double-fronted Vic- 
torian house minutes from 
Plumstead station (zone four) 
is on the market with Mann and 
Co for just £57,995. 

Carpetbaggers of the prop- 
erty world need to study their 
A to Zs and go walkabout, 
preferably on a s unity day - 
dingy backwaters need to be 
seen in the best light. If you can 
get there before the estate 
agents start movin g i n, you’ll 
have all the timfiTtyTO^ wbHH 
to watch your investment 


‘The New London Property 
Guide 98/99 ’ is published by 
Mitchell Beazley ( 0171-581 
9393). Agents: Charterhouse, 
0171-252 9444; Acorn, 0171-771 
6777; Halifax. 0181-299 3711 ; 
George Proctor 0181-778 9699; 
Spicer McColl 0181-558 4021; 
Mam & Co, 0181-854 1181. 


rL. 



PENNY 

JACKSON 


A smart move 
in London 

There are few addresses in the world with the 
kudos of Eaton Square, SW1. In a survey last 
year, leading London estate agents voted it 
the top location for houses and flats. In the 
smartest square in the smartest part of Lon- 
don many of the owners are too grand to even 
want their presence mentioned, and they don’t 
move that often. 

But now there is a chance to buy not only 
a Dew apartment, but one that takes the letter- 
head ofNo.1 Eaton Square. Four of the Grade 
n houses have been taken apart and rebuilt 
as 33 apartments by Grosvenor Estate Hold- 
ings. The Regency facade is of course un- 
touched. So for the main interest is coming 

from the UK and from Americans already liv- 
ing in London. Apartments on 75-year leas- 
es start at £l-25m up to £3-25m, while those 
on 20-year leases are in the region of £500,000. 
WA Ellis and George Trollope are the sell- 
ing agents. 

A good address in London comes pretty high 
in the list of priorities for those coming to work 
in the capital from abroad. It is understand- 
able why they should want to be in South Kens- 
ington rather than Stockwell, but if greedy 
landlords are overpricing their property - as 
Jacqueline Ironside, a letting agent suggests 
- then perhaps foreign tenants should take a 
less conservative view of where they live. 

She says that a compromise has Lo be 
reached with the landlords in the end, since 
commuting is “too squalid, too expensive and 
too time-consuming to be a sensible option”. 

Since most London workers have to put up 
with commuter life to some degree, what bet- 
ter way for foreigners to get to know the real 
city than travelling on the Northern Line every 
day? Are they so timid that they cannot tell 
the central London landlords where to go and 
discover the pleasures of unfashionable Lon- 
don for themselves? Few people who have 
found themselves living in odd quarters of Paris 
or newly gentrifying parts of Madrid have any 
regrets. 

The greatest problem facing estate agents is 
not having enough to sell. For the past year 
at least they have been urging tentative ven- 
dors to get into the market before it is too 
late. Sooner rather than later is the ciy. Trou- 
ble is, unless you are buying as well, all those 
people who waited to sell have done rather 
well. 

SaviUs Research, -for instance, sees more 
y * growth irfffle S&Sftfe&ast, about 10 per cent 

next year. Owners with a good property in, say, 
Cambridge who were rushed into selling ear- 
ly last year might have lost out on as much as 
25 per cenL Bidwells now have five buyers bid- 
ding for a Cambridge rectoiy well above the 
£700,000 asking price. They have 50 or 60 oth- 
ers waiting in the wings, so what could simi- 
lar vendors expect in six months or more? 


Up, up and away 
to the high life 


rue that we are all in the 
»r, yet some of us are look- 
i the stars. Butfbr some the 
i are definitely much ctos- 
he vogue for apartment life 
i t^g hold .on British cities 
with industrial buildings, 
ols and stations rapidly un- 
oing transformation, into 
g spaces, the gutter is Iook- 
|uite lonely these days. So 
is living at altitude alluring? 

feterRolph fell in love with 
arbican flat at first sight de- 

the fact that he and part- 
Stephen Baldwin were 
ing for a suburban house 
a garden aL the time, 
heir 29th floor flat in the 
t of the city is surety as far 
from suburbia as It is 
We to get, yet its bucolic at- 
>here appeals to Dieter, 
a unique place to live, like 
\ in a village community.” 
oes the hustle and bustle 
ty life ever intrude? “It’s 
uet, particularly st week- 
. On Fridays there’s a 
e coming out of the car 
as people leave for their 
;end retreats,” says Di- 
who is surprised by the 
«r of families he meets in 

fi- 
le high-flying home has 
perks in addition to won- 
] light and views. “Resi- 
; automatically become 
bees of the Barbican asso- 

n,with concessions to an-. 

and theatre tickets and 
’s even a good rescau- 
r says Dieter, who has ad- 
J to life in the clouds 
Ugh friends can be nervous: 
y come round and say 

an’t bear to stand by the 

w, but after 10 minutes 
eventually venture out- 


High-rise apartment dwelling is taking 
a new hold in Britain. Aside from great 
light and views, there are other perks. 
By Ginetta Vedrickas 


Balconies tine the flat's en- 
tire length, giving Dieter a 
chance to indulge his love of 
gardening, although it is a test 
seeing which plants survive the 
wind. The elements are keenly 
felt inside the flat too: "The 
block sways, making the walls 
creak and the lamps swing.” 

Dieter thinks they’ll stay in 
the flat for a while longer but 
has his heart set on a traditional 
garden for the future: “V&Ve an 
outside table but the wind is re- 
strictive and opportunities for 
candlelit dinners are one in a 
million.” 

Pursuit of romance may not 
be the only incentive for mov- 
ing, as yearly ser/ice charges in- 
crease from £4,000 to £7, M0 
within the next two years. 

The Baibkan flats were built 
in the 1970s. Originaltya coun- 
cil estate, most of the flats am 
privately owned, with a few 
lower-level flats remamingin lo- 
cal authority ownership. Di- 
eter and Stephen’s fiat reflects 
their love of modernism and 
1 their environment is suitably' 
chfc, proving that lower block 
and concrete is once again fash- 
ionable and Victoriana cur- 
rently has the kudos of stone 

Reading the-Wurb far apari- 
mem development sprouting fo 

every nook mid cranny through* 
out the capital is enough to 
rouse the most do rm a n t buyer- 
These are hot mere homes. 


They are “living and working 
under one roof” environments 
designed for “discerning buyers 
with hectic lifestyles”. Buy one 
and you too can live in “to- 
morrow’s world today”. If the 
adspeak is not exhausting 
enough, most developments of- 
fer extras which invariably in-' 
elude the misnomer, “leisure 
fatalities 1 ”. But do the comput- 
erised images echo reality? 
Who axe these toned, industri- 
ous singles ascending wail- 
riimhmg lifts through tropical 
gardens to their atrinm^set 
apartments? 

After getting divorced and 
staying with friends for a spell, 
John Tempest was first to buy 
one of 32 flats at Westminster 
Bridge House, a former British 
Telecom office buflding in Wa- 
terloo, London. How does the 
bachelor pad compare with 
his former Wmcfeworth home? 
“I can get m early and work 
late, which is ideal if you’re sin- 
gle,” says John, who nowwalks 
to work in Covent Garden, 
where he is a recruitment con- 
sultant. 

John bought his two-bed- 
room home for £130,000 before 
the dev^pment was complet- 
ed so had iirtte idea, apart from 
computer {tna g e s of what it 
would eventually look Eke. Ser- 
vice ch arges at the Barratt de- 
vdopmeni are around £1,200 a 
year, but apart from under- 
ground car parking and seam- 


ty there are no extras. Was 
John tempted to choose a de- 
velopment with more ameni- 
ties? “I didn't want porterage 
because, apart from the cost, it 
would feel like living in a hotel. 
I belong to a health chib so I 
don't need those facilities,” he 
adds. 

Some developments offer 
peaks to those able to exchange 
quickly. At Metro Central in 
Elephant & Castle, London, 
fast-movers can choose from a 
range of extras which include 
free cable TV for three years or 
no service charges for a year. 

Apartments are ideal for 
those with Eves too hectic to in- 
clude DIY. John's flat was ful- 
ly finished, including tiles and 
carpeting, so he has had tittle to 
do apart from adding those es- 
sential accoutrements for the 
discerning single; dimmer 
switches. 

High-fliers with aspirations 
for a penthouse, but dependant 
on a mortgage, should check 
lender policy. Mbny building so- 
cieties impose restrictions and 
will not consider homes above 
a certain level The Woolwich’s 
policy is not to lend on flats 
above the seventh floor. "It's* 
.grey area and we look at each 
property individnalty to assess 
its future saleability,” says a 
spokesperson. 

Living in the heart of tbe dty 
brings easy access lo work and 
entertainment tail not everyone 
discovers, village-like . commu- 
nities. John Tfempcst finds he lo- 
cation, down tiie road from 
the Imperial War Museum, 
haiKtyforsightseeingwhenrel- 
atwescome to stay, but has nev- 
er met or even seen' any 
neighbours. Perhaps it fenotjiBt 
the gutter which feels lonely. 



life in the douds Dieter Ralph fell in love with his 29th floor Barbican flat 
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From 
pot 
pourri 
to pot 
roast 


A taste of . . . lavender 
from Norfolk, by 

Nikki Spencer 


Lavender may be strongly associated with 
scenting clothes, but in foot it has also been 
used in cooking for hundreds of years - and 
is currently undergoing something of a revival. 
More and more chefs are using the pungent 
flower to flavour fish, lamb, sorbet and other 
foods, and this s umme r the New Covent Gar- 
den Soup Company is producing Potato, Leek 
and Lavender Soup for sale in grocery shops 
and supermarkets aU over the country. 

East Anglia is particularly suited to grow- 
ing lavender because of its dry, light and sandy 
sol, according to Henry Head, managing dir- 
ector of the UK's largest commercial grower, 
Norfolk Lavender - although after the heavy 
rain last month he says that now he's not so 
sure. Dry weather from now until the end of 
July is the key to a good harvest Td be very 
happy not to see another drop of rain," he says. 

The family firm started growing lavender 
back in 1932, extracting oil for use in per- 
fumery and drying flowers for pot pourri and 




Purple haze: the tradition of using lavender as a flavouring h being revived 


- more recently - for culinary purposes. The 
tea room at the company’s headquarters at 
Caley MID in Heacham sells lavender scones, 
lavender tea and lavender joe-cream, as well 
as jars of lavender marmalade. 

Up on the coast at WeUs-next-the-Sea, a 
passionate advocate of lavender in cooking s 
Carla Phillips, who runs The Moorings restaur- 
ant with her husband Bernard. 

“Anything you can use rosemary for is pretty 
good with lavender, only it has more strength 
and vigour," enthuses Carla. She puts dried 
lavender (or fresh, when it's available) into salt 
water to flavour steamed fish, and uses It as a 
marinade with lemon and garlic on loin of 
lamb. She also makes an aromatic oil with 
lavender, steeping a sprig in oil with garlic and 
salt and pepper, to use a few weeks later on 
salads, or with mashed potato. 

However, Carla warns against getting car- 
ried away with the idea of lavender as an 
ingredient “Lavender is quite powerful and I 


believe it works best when it is used subtly in 
savoury recipes. I think a sweet lavender 
sauce, for example, would be foul." 

Lavender trails 

• Norfolk Lavender, Caley MQ1, Heacham 
(01485 5703S4) is open to the public, admis- 
sion free, daily except Christinas Day. From 
mid June to August you can see more than ICR) 
acres of lavender in bloom by joining minibus 
tours of the fields (cost £3.95). From mid-July 
you can also see the distilling process, whereby 
the lavender is made into oil. As well as the 
tea rooms, the 19th-century mill has a garden 
centre and a shop that sells dried lavender 
flowers for cooking. The company also runs a 
mail-order service (01507 466466). 

•The Moorings, 6 freeman Street WeBs-next- 
the-Sea (01328 710949) is open from Thurs- 
day to Monday. Owner and chef Carla Phillips 
has written a book in conjunction with Nor- 
folk Lavender entitled Herbs from a Norfolk 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

Kitchen - available for £3 plus 85pp&p from 
Norfolk Lavender. 

•"Fro other Norfolk restauraxrtsdiatuselavTO- 
der regularly are Congfeam Hall Hotel, Grim- 
ston, Kings Lynn (01485 600250), where the 
owner, Christine Forecast, grows more than 30 
different varieties of lavender in her herb gar- 
den (open to the public daily 2pm-4pm, free); 
and Rococo, 11 Saturday Market Place, King's 
Lynn (01553 771483) where lavender and gin 
ice-cream is usually on the menu. 

• The New Covent Garden Soup Company’s 
Potato, Leek and Lavender Soup, made with 
fresh lavender flowers, will be available from 
27 July to 9 August price £1.49 for a carton. 

Nectar of the Aztecs: in our article on chocolate, 
published on 4 April, we mentioned the Music 
du Cacao et du ChocolaL Please note that the 
exhibition building -at 13 Grand Place, B 1000 
Bnissels -is aurerUtyiutdergoing refurbishment 
and is not open to the public until 1 July. 




r ers 


to eat 


The st^ cakes. Salty Staples 


i'- . 


dfl anma of whether to boy a 
wedfit^cake or learn to make 


craft, offer both custom-made 
cakes and classes in how to 


Jane Wtucbefio and her hus- 
band Ron began their business 
14 yearsaga On dfcplaym a con- 
servatory behind the shop - 
where classes are held - is a cab- 


cdubned at Kew Gardens: lilies. 


ids, petunias. Every detail is 
there, .from ydkrwy-gold sta- 
mensat the centre of each flower, 
to the delicate twigs and leaves. 
The demand is growing for sugar 
flowere, and if you have a mind 
to trythanyouiself; June says she 
can teach a pupil in a single day. 

In the shop, every cake- 
perfecting gadget is available to 
boy. "The WhicheDos are the 
sole importers to the UK of spe- 


cial: silicone moulds- used for 
sugar cruft in the US. They sell 
fejwer-cntters, coloured dusting 
powder, -special cutters that 
achieve intricate lace effects on 
the icing, and even ediMe-mk 
pens-TbereisIiquid jocose, pip* 
ing jeDy, confectioners’ varnish to 
make the sugar leaves shine, 
and edible glue to stick petals on 

- to the flower's centre. There are 

- candles, modelling tools, non- 
stick rolling pins and boards, in- 
struction books and a' better 
selection erf ribbons than you fmd 
in most haberdashers’ drops. 

The shop offers dozens of 
wedding cakes, from £199 to 
arotindftiOO. It accepts orders for 
cakes for children’s birthdays 
and christenings and other spe- 
cial occasions. Gasses for be- 
ginners cost from £20. 

Corteil and Barron, 40 High 
Street, Ewell, Sumy KT17 1RW 
(0181-393 0032 1 Open Mon. 
7 lies, Thurs and Fri 9am- 5 pm. 
Wed 9am-lpm, Sat 9am-4pm 
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GAMES 


CROS SWORD PUZZLER S OUT FOR A DUCK: 

DON MANLEY EXPLAINS HIMSELF' 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Some of you reading this article will have been 
guided across from the crossword puzzle in this 
week’s Ism. Some, I have no doubt, will be angiy, 
some sad, and some perhaps even amused. Others 
may have hit this piece purely by chance. 

The feet is that I have achieved - if “achieved" is 
the right word - something quite unusual, and have 
been invited by my long-suffering crossword editor, 
Louise Levene, to give an account of myself. In 
puzzle 149, published on 18 April in Ism, I invited 
solvers to fill in some squares with dashing letters 
“to accord with the shape they make”, adding that 
“a final mark should be added at an appropriate 
intersection of two grid lines”. The shape (see Ism ) 
looked like a K knocked over. I assumed that 
readers would interpret it as a tt (pi) and work out 
(perhaps following the hint in the puzzle’s title 
“More or Less") the numerical differences between 
the clashing letters. 

Thus, at the bottom of the pi the second I of 
IMAGINE in 26 down is three away from the 
second L of LILY at 41 across, so “3" is entered. 
Progressing up the leg of the pi, we get 3141, then 
592. . . along the top and 7932 down the bottom leg. 
When you add the decimal point after the opening 


digit, you get 3.141592... the value of it. Gever 
stuff? Obviously too dever for all eight or nine 
hundred entrants. 

Looking back, I can see that the shape of the pi is 
a bit inaccurate, and perhaps in my day job as a 
maths editor I am used to seeing too many hand- 
written approximations to this transcendental 
wonder. But surely the shape wasn't that bad, and a 
few mathematicians would have seen what I was 
driving at? Alas, I miscalculated. 

There has long been a tradition of providing 
impossible or near-impossible crosswords. Two 
Listener puzzles spring to mind: in one crossword by 
“Afrit" in the Thirties or Forties, the publication 
expressed regret that none of its readers connected 
“Lombardy" and “Man of Words” with The 
Cardinal's Snuff Box at 28 across - a connection 
which some of us still fell to make; and about 20 
years ago there was a puzzle entitled “Lip Service” 
by Leon, which involved playing a game of solitaire 
and spelling out the inscription on the Blarney 
Stone. 

Afrit was a master working out the rules of a new 
game; Leon was probably too dever for his own 
good. So where does that place Duck? I’m in the 


Leon camp, though I suspect Leon knew what he 
was doing. I guess that, despite over 30 years of 
setting, I didn’t 1 am as dumbfounded by the zero 
correct entries as the hapless solvers who failed to 
recognise the malformed mathematical symboL But 
my feelings, to be honest, are mixed: Fm tempted to 
be excited at having fooled everyone, but reckon I 
should feel guilty at having spoiled everyone’s fun. 

Only two more things need to be said One is that 
we need to explore the new and strange in 
crosswords to keep the game alive; the other is that 
no one should ever set out deliberately to produce a 
puzzle that mil stump all the solvers. On that charge 
I plead innocent, so my apology to Ism enthusiasts 
has some qualification. For most of the time, the 
setter must expect to be a gracious loser in a battle 
of wits in a contest that has a fair set of rules and 
conventions. That is how the battle is normally 
conducted in the Ism puzzle, and indeed all the 
puzzles in The Independent and Independent on 
Sunday. 

Don Manley contributes as ‘Duck’ to ‘Ism’. His 
less-than-impossiNe puzzles appear weekly in the 
' Independent on Sunday \ in the guise of Quixote. 


Lord Grade, 91, 13m maker, producer, 
the Grade Company 

We used to have races at school I was a 
good, fast runner, but I never made it a 
part of my career. At the time, I had no 
idea what I was going to do, and certainly 
didn’t know that Td finish up in the 
entertainment industry. 

If I could play anything, I would have 
liked to be a good tennis player. I had a 
house with a tennis court one time, but I 
wasn’t any good, so I knew that it wasn't a 
natural thing for me. When you play 
games, you have to feel at ease with them. 

I've tried golf, but unfortunately 1 just 
could not hit the ball, so I thought, why 
drive myself crazy? There’s no point in 
anyone trying to play a game that they 
don’t take to naturally. 

When I was 18 years old I discovered 
the sport of dancing, and became an - 
exceptional Charleston dancer, lb begin 
with, I was a ballroom dancer. I wasn't very 
good, and it was hard to get a partner. But 


when I started to Charleston, the girls were 
lining up to dance with me. 

I’d learned to do intricate steps, because 
my father- as you probably know - was 
bom in Russia. He was a very good 
Cossack dancer, and when I became a 
dancing act -which I was for eight years 
before I became an agent - 1 incorporated 
a lot of those steps that they do as Cossack 
dancers into my routines. 

I am still the world Charleston 
champion. I won the competition at the 
Royal Albert HaD on 15 December 1926 
and I learned only recently that one of the 
judges was Red Astaire. If I'd known he 
was watching, I'd probably have failed with 
nerves- 

Gmde Productions produced ‘On Golden 
Pond’ and 'Sophie ’s Choice Their latest 
pint, 'Something to Believe In’, was released 
in the UK yesterday by Warner Bros. Maria 
PitiUo and William McNamara star with 
Tom Conti, Maria Schneider and Ian 
Barmen. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 

Of all the many changes that have taken place in the chess 
world over the past three decades - the schism in the world 
championship, the bad influence of rapid play events on the 
general quality of play, the pernicious effects of computer 
analysis, and the introduction of the ludicrous Bobby Fischer 
Chess Clock among them - the one I find most depressing is 
the extinction of cheap chess sets made of Freach boxwood at 
the hands of an even less expensive plastic variety. 

I say this not through any particular aesthetic delight at the 
tactile qualities of wood or a dislike of plastic itself. It’s just the 
shape of the wooden knights’ ears that I miss. The 
disappearance of the boxwood sets, you see, has deprived me of 
my one great claim to a place in chess histoiy. For I was the 
first person ever, as far as I know, to pile an entire chess set on 
top of a single rook. And thanks to the despicable new plastic 
sets, that is an art that has totally died out. 

You start with a rook (conventionally a white one, though 
black would, I suppose, be equally acceptable) plaoed normally 
on any square of a chessboard. The crenellations around its 
battlements provide the notches on which four pawns may be 
hung in a manner that allows the tops of the pawns to form the 
base for the next level. 

Now comes the dever bit. Take two knights, two bishops and 
one rook. If you hang the knights' muzzles over the rook’s 
battlements, you will find they stay in place. And they become 
even more stable if you tuck a bishop in under each of their 
bellies. (Point the two bishops in opposite directions for general 
stability.) The entire rook-plus-four-minor-pieces combination 
may then be balanced upon the four pawns on the original 
rook. Not only were the boxwood sets perfectly weighted for 
this to work, but the ears of the tough*, pointed friskily upwards, 
left a four-point horizontal base for the next level. 

So another rook, two bishop and two knights are disposed of 
in similar manner, leaving us with two queens, two kings and 12 
pawns. It’s a little tricky, but you can get rid of two of the 
pawns between the ears of the knights. Delicately placed, they 
are light enough not to upset the balance, and their position 
becomes more stable when the next level is added. 

Three pawns can be hung round each queen s head, again 
forming a level triangular base of pawn-tops for the next storey. 
At the very top two kings may be suspended by their aosses on 
those very useful crenellations of the final rook. The last four 
pawns may be balanced on assorted bishops, with one or two 

even on the topmost rook between the kings. 

The execution of this fine-pile took me most of my fourth 
year at Cambridge. Then the sets went out of fashion and my 
hope for eternal fame vanished with them. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 
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BRIDGE: ALAN HI RON 


1 19 |20 


|22 123 


1271 [28 


ACROSS 

I He-goat(5) 

4 Broadcasting (2^) 

10 Stir (7) 

II Inexpensive (5) 

12 Correct (5) 

13 Make a list of (7) 

15 Solemn word (4) 

17 Convulsive movement 

19 ^aDtomind(5) 

22 Long, busby hair (4) 
25 Masculinity (7) 

27 Heat unit (5) 

29 Rough hut (5) 

30 First (7) 

31 Burglar’s tool (5) 

32 Gemstone (5) 


DOWN 

2 Cake topping (5) 

3 Outbuildings (4-3) 

5 ' Mother-of-pearl (5) 

6 Climber’s aid (3-4) 

7 Forces chaplain (5) 

8 Sum owing(5) 

9 Rapidity (5) 

14 At that time (4) 

16 Rounds for firearms 

18 rSSw£Jjlume(3-4) 

20 Banning (7) 

21 Gather (5) 

23 Unscripted remark (23) 

24 ^&Dcslawty(5) 

26 Caulking material (5) 

28 Decree (5) 


Solution teyuterdaj’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 3 Wreck, 8 Amending (Rmjnnnending), 9 Image, 10 fSampaign, 
II Unity, 14 Sly, tfi Emtrait, (7 Escue, 18 Inn, 20 Alone, 34SniaflpoK, 25 Of- 
fal, 26 Alleluia, 27 Tying. DOWN: 1 Watch, 2 Germs. 3 Ideas. 4 Knkbt, 6 Ru- 
minate, 7 Cogitate, 12 Small fry. 13 Maintain. 14 Ski. 15 Yen, uTNamoly, 21 
Elder. 22 SpouL 23 Ex-paL 



Game all; dealer South 



North 

486 
<?Q10 5 

010 763 
4K865 


West 


East 

4 A 10 9 4 


4732 

<3>972 


<3>8643 

0852 


0A9 4 

4743 

South 

4KQJ5 

«5>AKJ 

0KQJ 
* J 10 9 

4AQ2 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


13 M 13 16 17 18 W 20 21 22 23 23 


Oh dear! I shall have to give up offering well-meant advice 
and stick strictly to reporting facts. This deal produced a 
peevish letter from a correspondent- 

The bidding was simple: South, opened TWo No-trumps 
and North raised to game. West led *4 against Three No- 
trumps, obviously following my recent suggestion that the 
lead of a ten against a no-trump 1 contract implied a strong 
suit with two higher honours. Dummy followed with the sir 
and East (who had dearly noticed my other recent point, 
that rather than make as apparently useless attempt with' - 
near-garbage in partner’s suit, it was more useful to give a 
count) thoughtfully played the two to suggest a three-card 
holding. 

When 4 6 won, declarer still had two guards in spades . 

and he attacked chibs. Now it was too late for the 

defenders to get a long card in any suit working and they 
came to only the four obvious tricks (aspade, a diamond 
and two dubs). 

Yes, the lead of 4 10 defeats the contract when West 
ducks his partner’s next spade return. Yes, East could have 
done everything that was necessary by covering 46 with 
his seven at trick one after which, again. West ducks the 
next spade return: 

But the real culprit on the handwas dedarerl Why? He 
realty should have ttied 48 from dummy attrick one- a 
play that could hardly cost and would have provided an 
unexpected third stopper in spades. .. 



12 U 10 '9 8 7 


6 9 4 3 2 1 


Here’s a position that confronted Murray 
“Quickdouble* Sharp at the Double Fives the other 
night. Murray, playing Black, bad not only doubled 
early but had also accepted the redouble when all 
around him in the chouette had very sensibly passed. In 
his own ini m itable style he bad turned the game round 
to reach the position above. Should he redouble to 8? 

The position is highly volatile and could change 
dramatically aver the next two rolls. If Murray enters 
with any 6, While will be all but lost. Conversely, if he 
stays on the bar and White rolls a 6 then all the 
. pressure will be on Murray. Most people have a natural 
fear of doub li n g from the bar a gpinar a 5-point board 
but Quickdouble is not of this 0k, and be redoubled 
with hardly a moment’s thought. His opponent took; 
Quickdouble rolled 63 and comfortably won the game. 
The question is: were the double and take correct? 

' . The answer is that this is an excellent benchmark 
position. Black should double and White should take. 

- If White were any weaker, for example if be had only a 
4-point, or if he had a blot exposed on his 6-poini, then 
he should drop. 

How do you evaluate this over the board? Black 
. should note that .if he rolls a 6, or he stays on the bar 
and then White doesn’t roil a 6, he will become a 

- prohibitive favourite, so now is the time to double. 
White should note that if Black doesn’t roll a 6 and 
White does roll a 6, then he will have a very strong 
position. As this will happen nearly 25 per cent of the 
time, this gives him enough chances to take, — ' 

The final point to made is that successgoes to 
players who are goodat applying pressure. : * 

Quickdouble Sharp certainty did that in this position, 
applying exactly the right pressure at the right time. 
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